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THE

ROOT OF POPERY STRUCK AT,

AND THE

TRUE ANCIENT APOSTOLIC FOUNDATION

DISCOVERED;

IN SOUR

PROPOSITIONS TO THE PAPISTS,

CONCERNING

FALLIBILITY AND INFALLIBILITY,

WHICH

CUT DOWN THE UNCERTAIN, AND MANIFEST THE CERTAIH

WAY OF RECEIVING AND GROWING DP

INTO TUB TUUTil.

ALSO

Some CONSIDERATIONS concerning the True and False

Cuuucu and MINISTRY, with the State of each

since the days of the

APOSTLES,

Held forth in true Love and Pity to the Souls

of the PAPISTS, that they may Hear and Consider and not

Mistake and Stumble at the UOCK OF AGES, where

upon the PROPHETS, APOSTLES, and whole

FLOCK of GOD throughout all Gen

eration*, have been built.

•

There is likewise somewhat added concerning the GROUND of ERROR, and

the Way to TRUTH and UNITY, for the Sake of such as are

more Spiritual, and have bficn mor« inwiudly

exercised in searching after TBUTH.

BY ISAAC PENINGTON THK YOUNGER.

(n rain do they worship me, teaching for Doctrines the Commandment*

of Men. Mat. xv. 9.

Vol. II.— 1





PREFACE.

THE mystery of iniquity (which overspread the earth un

der the shape and appearance of holy church, and holy wor

ship) did begin to work in the apostles' days. 2 Thes. ii. 7.

And this was the way whereby the god of this world did

deceive; he endeavored to blind men's minds, to put out

their right eye, 2 Cor. iv. 4. to draw from the Spirit, from

the anointing, 1 John ii. 26. to rob of the eye-salve where

with the eye must be anointed to see the things of God.

• Rev. iii. 18. And now when he hath done this, how easily

may his false ware pass for true! His synagogue (built in

the likeness of the true church, Rev. iii. 9.), for the true

church! Antichrist, his son (sitting in the temple like

Christ, 2 Thes. ii. 4.), for the true Christ! His doctrines,

for the true teaching! Mat. xv. 2. His feigned, formal,

dead, earthly traditions, for the true, everlasting gospel !

Rev. xiv. 6. His Gentiles, or Heathens (who are so in na

ture, and Christians only in name), for the true Christians!

Rev. xi. 2.

"The light of the .body is the eye," saith Christ, by way

of parable. Mat. vi. 22, 23. Now if the eye be dark, "if

the light which is in thee be darkncss, how great is that

darkness! " How shalt thou see the gospel, the church, the

Spirit, the things of God? But if that eye be clear, who

shall be able to blind thee? The devil may come with his

deceits, his false church, his false gospel, his false power,

tc., yea, though his spirit creep into the very true form of

godliness, thou wilt be able to discern him there. But if

thou see with another's eye, thou mayst easily see amiss,

mistake Christ, mistake the church, and so believe as the

false church believes, and fare as the false church fares.
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Oh! who shall redeem the deceived nations hack to the

Spirit? Who shall preach to all nations, kindreds, tongues,

and people, the everlasting gospel? Who shall open tho

eye in them which hath been eo long blinded ? Who shall

take the golden cup of fornication from their lips, and loosen

their hearts from the sorceries, flatteries, and enchantments

of the false woman ?

The everlasting bowels of the Lord roll toward his poor

captivated seed, and towards the poor deceived nations; and

he is now preparing to build the ruins of many generations.

He is bringing forth that power of truth, that demonstration

of his Spirit in the spirits of his people, as no paint shall be

able to stond before. He will rend the veil of the covering

from off all nations, and the Desire of all nations shall be

seen by the eye which he opens and anoints ; and that

which hath deceived, and destroyed, and led from the truth,

building up a mystery of unrighteousness in the stead of it;

even the beast and false prophet (which wrought miracles,

with which he deceived them that had the mark of the

beast, and them that worshipped his image), shall be taken,

and cast alive into the lake. Rev. xix. 20. Then captivity

shall be led captive; and those which have been led captive

shall creep out of their dens, and out of their holes, into the

light of the living, and worship the true and everlasting

King, when the king Abaddon is destroyed. Rev. xv. 2, 3, 4.

Oh! who shall be accounted worthy to be taught by the

Lord where to wait for this? To whom will the Lord dis

cover the place of wisdom (the place where wisdom is

learned, her voice heard, and her instructions to life re

ceived), which is hid from the eyes of all living? Job xxviii.

21. Whom shall he teach knowledge? And whom shall

he make to understand doctrine? They are them that are

weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts of the

false woman. Isai. xxviii. 9. and chap. lii. 15. They that

are turned from man, from the fleshly wisdom in themselves,

towards the spring of life, they may hear the voice of this

wisdom, which begins in the living fear and power; which

effectually turns the heart from death and darkness towards
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the living God; to worship him in spirit and in truth, ac

cording to the pure, living teachings thereof; and not after

the inventions, imaginations, and traditions of men: and he

that is once come hither, as he is true and faithful to the

light of life, doing the will as it is made manifest to him,

ehall know more and more of the doctrine, John vii. 17.

and have his feet infallibly guided into, and preserved in,

the way of peace.

The

Hoot of 3?opery struck at.

PROPOSITION I.

THAT councils may err (if I should add, and have erred,

it might not be impossible to prove it).

First, In that they are men not perfected in the knowl

edge, faith, and obedience of the truth, it necessarily im

plies a capacity of error, both in relation to the knowledge,

to the faith, and to the obedience.

Secondly, Their doubtful disputation of things, and long

canvassing, imply an uncertainty, and possibility of erring.

Thirdly, Their way of determining things at last (which

is by a vote of the major part) is an uncertain way of deter

mination; for it is not impossible but the major part may

be over-swayed by by-ends, and in relation to their own ad-

rantage and interest, against the righteousness and equity

of the reason of the lesser part: so that the way of deter

mining things by a council is not a certain way in itself:

but because men know not well how to find out a better

and' more probable way of deciding controversies, they

judge it necessary to acquiesce therein. But the votes and

determinations of men concerning a thing do not conclude

a thing to be true or false in itself; they only signify their

1*
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opinion, judgment, and testimony concerning the thing, the

validity whereof depends upon their knowledge of the

thing; which if it be not clear, full, and certain, their testi

mony, opinion, or judgment is of little value. Truth re

mains the same in itself, though all the wise men in the

world should testify against it, calling it error, or heresy;

aud falsehood can never become truth, though ever so

many wise men should testify for it, putting the fairest

habit and appearance of truth upon it that they can.

PROP. II. That the pope himself may err.

The pope hath not greater freedom frorii fallibility in

judgment or doctrine than Peter himself had. Now Peter

had not only a capacity of error in him, but he did err in

that doctrine which he taught the Gentiles, of living after

the manner of the Jews; for he did not only do the thing

itself, Gal. ii. 12. but he compelled the Gentiles to do the

same thing, holding it forth as a practice which ought to be

observed by the Gentiles, ver. 14. for which carriage of his,

Paul withstood him to the face, and said, "he was to be

blamed." ver. 1I. And the council of Constance, deposing

pope John, and advancing the authority of councils above

the pope, did plainly imply that the pope might err; which

might further be confirmed by what the council of Basil

determined concerning pope Eugenins.

PROP. III. That every man may err in his interpretation

of scriptures, further than he hath a certain and infallible

opening of them to his spirit, by that Spirit which gave

them forth. Tbe Spirit knoweth his own mind in every

word which he hath spoken ; but no man knoweth his

mind, nor the meaning of bis words, but as be reveals them.

1 Cor. ii. 11. So that God is true in all his sayings in the

scriptures; but man is a liar in all the meanings he gives

of his sayings, according to his own gnessings, reasonings,

and imaginings, without the Spirit's infallible opening of

his own words to him. So that the. Spirit itself is the

ground and foundation of all true light and knowledge of

the things of God.

PROP. IV. That if there be any light to be found any
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where shining from God, that light cannot err: for God is

pure; and that which comes immediately from him cannot

but be pure. All the knowledge which man gathers, or can

gather, into his vessel, he may pollute ; but what issues from

the spring is pure, and of a perfect nature. James i. 17.

PROP. V. That there must necessarily be such a light

communicated to all men since the fall, that they may be

lieve thereby, come to the knowledge of the truth, and be

saved ; which I prove thus:

1. From the will of God. The apostle saith expressly,

that "God would have all men to be saved, and to come

unto the knowledge of the truth." 1 Tim. ii. 4. Why then

there must necessarily be somewhat dispensed from God to

all men, sufficient to bring them to the "knowledge of the

truth." that they may be "saved."

2. From what is found in man. There is found in man a

light shining in his darkness, John i. 5. a light discovering

the darkness, and drawing from it; somewhat which checks

and reproves the sinner, but never consented to the evil of

his heart and ways. This is of God; this is from God; this

is pure; this is spiritual; not of the fleshly, not of the nat

ural ; for then it might be drawn som j time or other to con-

Bent to some of the corrupt desires of the natural ; but though

the conscience be ever so much denied, yet the light in it

self can never be denied. Indeed a man may set up that for

light in his conscience, which may be darkness; but God's

light, God's witness there, can never be hribeS, but will

speak truly, (when God at any time awaken cth, or raiscth

it up) witnessing for him, both against the evil of the man,

and against the searedness, hardness, and unfaithfulness of

his conscience towards God.

PROP. VI. That this being let in, believed in, and obeyed,

shineth more and more unto the perfect day; even until it

hath wholly brought out of the error into the truth. Every

way of it is infallible, and every step of the creature after it

is infallible. Indeed the creature's reasonings and consulta

tions about it may be fallible; but the light is infallible in

itself; and so far as there is a pure, simple, naked thinw be
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gotten by it (for it is of a begetting nature, James i. 17, 18.),

so far there is an acknowledgment of its certainty in the

creature. There are some things that all the men of the

earth certainly know to be evil, by means of its shining;

and some things also that they certainly know to be good ;

and at some times there is a will begotten in them towards

the good, and against the evil : now if they did honestly

wait in the singleness of this will, breathing to the God of

power to have it brought to victory in them, the light

would shine more and more from his presence; and in the

light, the power and saving arm would arise; which would

effectually lead out of the death and captivity, into the fel

lowship and freedom of the life.

PEOP. VII. That nothing less can lead unto eternal life

than an eternal light in man's spirit, where the darkness is;

which is to be discovered there, subdued there, and to be

led from. This was the apostle's message (who received and

came with the message of the gospel), "that God is light,

and in him is no darkness at all." 1 John i. 5. And this

they preached to bring men into fellowship with this light,

ver. 3. that they might walk with God in it, and there be

cleansed by the blood of Jesus through it. ver. 7. Which

that they might obtain, they must first be turned from dark

ness to it, Acts xxvi. 18. and from the power and kingdom

of Satan to the seed of the kingdom of God, Mat. xxiii. 31.

which Christ told the Pharisees was within them.Luke xvii.

21. And the Apostle Paul told the Hebrews, that the laws

of the covenant, whereof Christ was the Minister and Me

diator, were by the tenor of the new covenant, to be written

in the heart and mind by the Spirit; and not to be written

outwardly, as that covenant was which God made with the

Jews by Moses, Heb. viii. 6, &c. which was not the eternal '

covenant itself, but a shadow of it ; which made nothing

perfect, but only made way for the hope of a better cove

nant, by which believers draw nigh to God. Heb. vii. 19.

Yea, Mosea himself tells the Jews, that the commandment

of life, the Word Eternal (according to faith wherein, and

obedience whereto, they were to live or die eternally) was
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within them. Deut. xxx. 14, 15. And Paul tells the church

at Rome, that this was the word of faith which they

preached; that it was also the covenant of life and death

under tjie gospel. Rom. x. 8. Christ is the light of the

world, John viii. 12. or the Eternal "Word, John i. 1. which

Light or Word speaks within every man's conscience. He

that believes in it, hrings his deeds to it, and obeys it, is jus

tified by it; but he that hates its reproof, is condemned by

it, John iii. 20, 21. and not only shut out of life, but out of

the very ways to it; for the reproofs of the instruction of

this wisdom are the sole way or path of life to the sinner.

Prov. vi. 23.

Now behold the true certainty of the everlasting founda

tion, and behold your own uncertainty. See the Rock of

ages, whereupon the prophets, apostles, and all the saint?

have been built. See that which indeed is infallible; and

cease from man, who is vain, and subject to vanity and

error. The church of the Jews did err; the churches of the

Gentiles also did err, even in the apostles' days; insomuch

as their candlestick was threatened to be removed, and was

soon removed; yea, the apostle particularly foretold the

saints at Rome concerning the Gentiles, that their standing

was by faith; and that if they continued not in God's good

ness, they should also be cut off, as the Jews were. Rom.

xi. 20, 22. Now there was not a standing in the faith, but

a general backsliding, and falling away from the faith; and

then the man of sin was revealed, and Christ and his truth

withdrawn; strong delusion, deceit, and false appearances

of truth starting up instead thereof. 2 Thess. ii. 3, 11. For

the Lord God, upon the great defection and apostasy of the

Gentiles, separates the outward court from his temple, altar,

and spiritual worshippers; which temple wa? his true church,

which he reserved for himself, giving the outward court to

the Gentiles. Rev. xi. 1, 2. And then the true church fled

into the wilderness, where she had a place prepared of God

for her; and so the Gentile-Christians could build up their

false churches in the cities or palaces where the true church

had been built by God, and appeared before. And these
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false churches may easily hecome much larger than the true

church ever was; for while the Lord built the church hy hi*

Spirit, he built only of spiritual stones, 1 Pet, ii. 5. adding

to it such as he first converted. Acts ii. 47. For such alone

are fit to worship him in Spirit and truth, and such alone

he seeks out to make up his church of, instead of the Jews,

whom he had cast off from being a church and people to

him. John iv. 23. But when man comes to build, he take*

in more largely than God allows; he may gather in or force

a whole city or nation to become a church, by persuading

or compelling them to receive the doctrine and tradition

which he prescribes, and by setting up an outward knowl

edge, policy, and government, according to man, and in

the wisdom of man, which the human part will answer to.

and be satisfied with. To make this a little more manifest

to such as in simplicity of heart desire to know the mind of

God in this respect, and the true state of the church since

the days of the apostles, consider these things following:

1. God, in those days, sent his true apostles and ministers

with the everlasting gospel, which was' the word of faith

which they preached, to gather men of Jerusalem, Jndea,

and all nations, into the obedience of the faith, Rom. i. 5.

that he might have a spiritual house, a spiritual people, to

worship him, instead of those outward worshippers whom

he then cast off. John iv. 23.

2. That this gathered people in Jndea, at Jerusalem, at

Corinth, at Ephesus, at Coloss, at Philippi, at Rome, &c.

were his several churches or congregations ; and not the

city of Jerusalem, not the city of Corinth, Ephesus, Rome,

&c. None of these were churches; but only a select rem

nant gathered out of these.

3. That the devil, after he had stirred up the Jews every

where, and the heathens as much as he could, to cry out

against the truth, and such as God had converted to the

faith, for heresy and a sect, and to persecute them and it,

yet could not prevail that way; then he tried another way,

sending his messengers abroad, clothing them as angels of

light; teaching them also to preach Christ, and the doctrine
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of the gospel; and so transforming themselves under thii

•color, secretly to sow the seeds of division, errpr, and heresy

in the church.

4. When this would not do, but these were discovered

and judged (by the power and presence of the light of the

Spirit in the church) for false Jews, false apostles, deceitful

workers, ministers of Satan, &c., Rev. iii, 9. and chap. ii. 8.

then they separate themselves from the church, Jude 19.

and make up. a body of their own, go out into the world,

preach there, gather a company there, get the greater num

ber, and then set upon the church, fight with her, overcome

her and her ministry, and get up their own false church and

ministry. Thus the synagogue of Satan and his ministry

got footing in the world, even in the very same cities and

places where the church had newly had dominion before.

And now, whereas before there was a church at Jerusalem,

a church at Rome, a church at Ephesus, &c., when the syna

gogue of Satan is set up, and hath got the dominion there,

the whole city of Jerusalem, or the whole city of Rome, &c.

can then become a church. To make this yet more mani

fest, observe and weigh these things following in the bal

ance of the true sanctuary:

1. The false prophets, the false apostles, which had crept

into the church, Jude 4. which strove to seduce the church,

1 John ii. 26. these went out from the church, ver. 19. and

went into the world. 1 John iv. 1.

2. When they went out into the world, their intent was

to leaveu the world with their doctrine, and to gather peo

ple after them. They preached to gather people to them,

and their doctrine, and form of godliness, as the apostles

preached to gather people to God, aud his living truth.

3. The world heard them ; they hearkened to their doc

trine; were willing to be gathered by them, owning their

false ministry, and their false church, or synagogue; even

as those that were of God hearkened to the apostles, and

owned the truth. 1 John iv. 6. So that here were now two

distinct bodies in cities and places where the gospel had

coine: a body of the true saints and true apostlea; a bodj
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of the false apostles and ministers, of the deceitful workers,

who showed miracles and wonders, and had all manner of

deceivableness of unrighteousness on their side. 2 Thess.

ii. 9, 10. Thus there was a great division and breach in the

places where the gospel had been preached, and had reigned

in power: for he that was of God heard the true apostles,

and kept to the true church ; but those that were not of

God, but of the worldly spirit, heard the false apostles and

false ministers, and so joined to the synagogue of Satan, 1

John iv. 6. where Satan had his seat and dwelling, Rev. ii.

13. even as Christ dwelleth and sitteth in his temple, the

church.

4. These false apostles and ministers, with the help of

the world, which they had gathered in unto them, joined

together against the true church and her seed (as wherever

the two contrary spirits and principles appear, they cannot

but contend and fight against each other; the one for the

faith and truth of the gospel ; the other against that which

is true, and for a counterfeit of it); so, Rev. xii. there is

Michael and his angels fighting on the side of the true

church ; there is the dragon and hia angels fighting for the

false church. Now mark who prevails: the true church,

Michael and his angels, prevail one way; the false church,

the synagogue of Satan, the dragon and his angels, prevail

another way.

Quest. How doth the true church prevail?

Ans. Thus: she keeps all the spiritual, invisible, holy

things of God from the paw of the dragon, and of all those

false worshippers. The invisible Jew, the invisible life and

power, that whereof God had built up his church, is pre

served by him; and against his life and Spirit, and hia

church (which he builds by his Spirit, and preserves in it),

all the powers of darkness cannot prevail; but do they all

what they can, the man-child is caught up to God; and the

church, by God's help, flies from the face of the dragon into

the wilderness, where she is fed forty-two months, or twelve

hundred and sixty days, which is the time of the dragon's
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prevailing outwardly, by his false church and ministry.

Rev. xii.

Quest. How doth the dragon and false church prevail?

Ans. By putting the man-child and true church to flight;

by gaining the church's ground, setting up his synagogue

(or false representation of the true church) where the true

church had stood before. For the true church being fled

into the wilderness, the field was left to him ; and there he

acts up his false synagogue, in the sight of the world, call

ing her the true church, and her seed the true catholies;

but casting a flood of reproach after the woman, reviling

her (who indeed was the true church) for a strumpet, and

all her seed for seducers, schismaties, hereties, &c., even

such as were not fit to be suftbred in the earth, but to be

made war with, both by the spiritual and civil sword. Rev.

xii. 15, 17.

Thus then was the victory on each hand: the true church

and temple (with the inward power of life) was preserved by

God; who cansed it, by the wings of his Spirit, to fly out of

the sight of false worshippers and imitators, as far as that is

from the sight of men in a city, which flioth out of the city

into a wilderness. And to the other is left the outward

court to worship in ; the profession, the attire, the garments,

the visible observatipns and practices wherein the church be

fore had appeared, and in which she did once truly and spir

itually worship ; for the church did acceptably worship in

the outward court, before it was measured and divided from

the inward temple, and given to the Gentiles. Rev. xi. 2.

Quest. Now how long was this false church to stand?

Answ. Till the church's coining out of the wilderness in

the same Spirit and power wherewith she fled into the wil

derness. When Christ comes with the fiery breath of his

mouth, and with the brightness of his eternal light, then

this false image of the church melts and dissolves away. 2

Thess. ii. 8. But till then she keeps her seat on the beast;

on whom she rides, and by virtue of whom she sits upon the

waters, even upon peoples, multitndes, nations, and tongues.

Rev. xvii. 15.

Vol. II.— 2
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Object. But did not Christ say the gates of hell should

not prevail against his church ?

Answ. No more they did not: for she had wings of an

eagle given her, to fly into the wilderness ; into the place

prepared of God for her; into which she did fly, and was

there fed and preserved, do all the powers of darkness what

they could. So that the dragon and his r.ngels prevailed

not against the woman; but she was hid from the face of

the serpent, and from all his spite and power, who could

not come within the bounds of her heaven in the wilderness,

but was cast out into the earth, and his angels with him.

Rev. xii. 8, 9. But Christ did not say that the gates of hell

should not prevail against her outward estate ; but the con

trary, in this veiy prophecy of John, is here declared ; to

wit, that she was so far prevailed against: the true woman,

who was "clothed with the sun, and ^\ad the moon under

her feet, and was crowned with a crown of twelve stars,"

was to fly away, and give place ; and a fulse woman to start

up in her stead ; who, with the golden cap of her fornica

tions, was to deceive and bewiteh all nations, kindreds,

tongues, and languages, forty-two mouths, or twelve hun

dred and sixty days, which was the full time the church was

to remain in the wilderness: but after that time the false

church, with antichrist her husband (who all this while sat

in the temple), was to be revealed, judged, and destroyed,

and the true church return again out of the wilderness into

her own place.

Quest. AVhy would God suSer his church thus to be pre

vailed against, thus to be banished and driven out of the

building which his Spirit had reared for her, into a wilder

ness ; and a mystery of deceit and falsehood to be set up in

her name and stead ?

Answ. First, As a just judgment upon the world (who

alighted the day of their visitation, and would not come

into the vineyard to work), God brings the night upon

them, wherein they could not enter into the vineyard, nor

work if they would ever so fain. John ix. 4.

Secondly, As a just judgment upon such, who, though
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they could not but own and acknowledge the truth, yet did

not love it in their hearts, but loved their unrighteousness,

their darkness still; therefore God removes the power of

his truth from their eyes into the wilderness; and lets out

a power of darkness and deceit upon them, wherewith they

were deluded, instead of the truth itself. 2 Thess. ii. 10, 11.

Thirdly, That such as were approved might be made

manifest in the Spirit to be pure gold indeed. They that

held the living truth, and could not be drawn aside, with

all the pleasures of this world on the one hand, nor with all

the dangers from it on the other hand; no, nor yet with all

the deceivableness of \mrighteousness ; these did shine in

deed in the light and power of the Spirit, and were a great

honor and crown upon the head of their Master.

Fourthly, That darkness might have its day, or hour, or

season of manifestation to the full. There hath been no

day of any dispensation hitherto, but it hath had a night

coming after it. There was an antichrist to be revealed in

the power of darkness, as well as Christ (the eternal light

of life) in the living power. Now as long as the true church

stood, and as long as the man-child was found dwelling

here with her, in the habitation which God had built up for

them, the man of sin could not be revealed, but the pure

power of life would soon discover him. Therefore at length,

when the full time and season of his discovery came, God

removed that into the wilderness which stood in the way;

and then he and his spouse, the false church, made a fair

show in the world. 2 Thess. ii. 7.

Fifthly, That the Lord might make the name of his

Son, with the glory of his truth and power, to shine, by

overcoming the dragon and this false church, after so

long a time of thick darkness, and after such a universal

prevalency of. the powers and deceits thereof. Was it not a

great glory and honor to the Lord, to overcome the heath

enish world, and Jewish church and worship, by the power

of his truth shining through a poor despicable company of

fishermen and mechanies? And will it not be as great (if

not a greater) glory to him to overcome the antichristian
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world (after it hath taken BO long and so deep root, and is

become so strongly founded) by as poor, contemptible in

struments as they were?

Quest. 15ut how was it possible that so great a deceit

should get up in the world so near the apostles' days, or

rather in the very days of the apostles, as this seemeth to be ?

AIIBW. The false apostles and ministers came "with all

deceivableness of unrighteousness, and with all power, and

signs, and lying wonders." 2 Thess. ii. 9, 10. And the

power of miracles in the true apostles might well cease; for

the end of miracles was but to testify to the world, to be a

sign to the unbelievers. 1 Cor. xiv. 22. But now their work

towards the world was well nigh finished, and jndgment

was to come upon them for neglecting and despising the

day of their visitation. So that the power of deceit was let

up in the false apostles, and the power of truth did draw in

wards in the true apostles, which made it very easy for de-

qeit to prevail. Besides, the false apostles appeared in a

higher appearance than the true apostles did, with more

glorious discoveries; so that they could hold forth all that

the apostles did (as to the form and outward doctrine), and

more too, and could show wonders to confirm what they

held forth further. And now how could they choose but

prevail over all that kept not close to the anointing, which

distinguisheth and discerneth not by any outward manifes

tation or appearance, but by the savor of the ointment?

Yea, so great was the power of deceit in them, that they

drew the third part of the stars of heaven from their place,

into this earthly building; so that they fell from the true

ministry, and the true church, into this false church and

ministry. Rev. xii. 4. How many then of the inferior and

common sort were then drawn aside!

Quest. Hath there been- no visible true church-state in

the world since that time?

Answ. It is impossible for any to build a true church for

God, but his own Spirit. And if God removed the church

which he built, into the wilderness, it is impossible for all

the men of the earth to build up another true one, all that
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season that God appoints his church to abide in the wilder

ness. Several sorts of men may attempt it, and each may

build up their different images of the thing; but none can

recover the thing itself, till the Lord by his Spirit (who first

built, and then pulled down) pity the dust of Zion, and raise

up the tabernacle of David again. Psa. cii. 13. Isa. ii. 2.

Rev. xxi. 2, 3.

Quest. What is the wilderness ? Tell us; that the sim

ple-hearted, who long after the truth, may know where to

look for, and how to tind the true church.

Ausw. It is not an outward place, into which the bodies

of persons might flee; but a parable to express somewhat

inward by. And it is under the feet of «11 the false wor-

ehippers, who arc worshipping in their several buildings in

the outward court. That which they trample upon, keep

down, and despise, is tho "holy city. Rov. si. 2. And the

place where the true church all this while hath been (and

yet in a great part is) is there. ,

Quest. But if God's church hath not been in a built state,

but hath lain desolate in the wilderness ever since antichrist

and the false church got up, what hath the estate of his peo

ple been ever since?

Answ. A state of witnesses. Rev. xi. 3. In every age God

hath had two witnesses (which was a sufficient number to

confirm his truth by), to witness to the power of his truth,

against the emptiness and corruptions of the forms which

antichrist had brought in, instead of the living power;

which witnesses were clothed with sackeloth, giving forth

their testimony with tears; while they of the antichristian

party were rejoicing in the glory, riches, and beanty of their

false church, as they could slay, suppress, and keep down

the witnesses. Rev. xi. 10. and chap, xviii. 7, 9.

Quest. What did the dragon do after this victory, after he

had got his building up in the outward court (for after he

had prevailed to corrupt it, the Lord gave it to his worship

pers, the Gentiles, Rev. xi. 2. those that made a profession

of his truth, but were not true Jews, Rev. iii. 9. not of the

2*
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inward circumcision, Phil. iii. 3.), and had got the holy cirjr

under the feet of his worshippers?

Answ. He pursued his victory against the woman, and

the remnant of her seed. As for the woman, he cast a flood

of infamy, of reproach after her, that she might never ho

able to lift up her head again in the power of truth; hut

what she caused to spring up might still he reviled for false

hood and heresy; and that nothing might henceforth go for

truth, but what this false woman should determine to he so:

and as touching the remnant of her seed which still re

mained true to God, keeping his commandments, and hav

ing the testimony of Jesus, he applies himself now to wage

the war against them. Rev. xii. 15, 17.

Quest. How doth he wage the war against them?

Answ. He raiseth up a beast out of this sea of confusion

and wickedness (which ensued upon this great battle and

victory on his side), to whom he gave "his power, his seat,

and great authority." Rev. xiii. 2. Ho had hitherto kept

his seat in his synagogue, where he had been slaying the

faithful martyrs of Jesus, Rev. ii. 13. and had put to death

such as loved not their lives unto death. Rev. xii. 11. Now

ho finds it more for his advantage to raise up this beast, and

to give his power, seat, and authority to him. This was tho

Roman power; which, till it was thus depraved and enslaved

by Baton, was not a beast, but more noble and just in gov

ernment than the corrupted Jews were; but now it becomes

ft beast: and this beast he stirs up against the very name

and form of godliness, that he might root out the very ap

pearance of Israel from off the earth: for he got but into

tho form, to cat out the power; and now, seeing the power

is removed, it is for his advantage also to corrupt and de

stroy the memorial of the true form.

Quest. Doth he effect this, and prevail likewise against

the witnesses?

Answ. Yea; as he effected the other. He overcomes the

witnesses after the manner that he hud overcome the church

(to wit, by captivating the outward man, and killing with

thesword; but they overcome him by patience and faith,
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in their testimony and sufferings. Rev. xiii. 10.); and this

in all kindreds, tongues, and nations ; and so all the public

worship of the earth ia given to him. ver. 7, 8.

Quest. Why would God suffer him to do thus, seeing he

hath all power in his hands, and could have restrained him

if he had pleased ?

Answ. This was greatly needful to the present estate of

his people ; for by this God raised up that which was good

and pure in any, and kept life in it; which otherwise might

have perished in the estate of that corrupt form, which then

had prevailed, and had gotten dominion outwardly over the

true power.

Quest. But did not this tend to destroy Satan's kingdom

also? For this stroke going against the very name of Chris

tianity, and profession of godliness, might light upon his

carnal gospellers likewise.

An#w. They could easily save themselves, turning about

to avoid sufferings, and crying, "Who is like unto the

beast? Who is able to make war with him?" Rev. xiii. 4.

Being already one with him in spirit and principle, they

would not easily differ from him, and suffer about a form;

especially seeing their master's interest and service ran now

another way.

Quest. What became of this beast?

Answ. The Lord did rend and tear him outwardly by his

plagues, famines, pestilences, wars, &c., insomuch as one of

his beads was wounded as it were to death ; and inwardly,

by the innocency and power of his truth appearing in his

witnesses, which scorched and tormented the adversary; HO

that this engine of the dragon grew faint and weary, and

unfit for this service, as he stood in this capacity.

Quest. What doth the dragon do then, to carry on his war

against the witnesses?

Answ. After this tempestnous sea was over, he raiseth up

another beast out of the earth, with another kind of power,

even with "horns like a lamb," Rev. xiii. 11. but "he spake

as a dragon," exercising all the power of the first beast, ver.

12. so that he is the main in power henceforward; yet he
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setteth up the first beast also, causing "the earth, and them

that dwell therein, to worship the first beast, whose deadly

wound was healed." And thus these two join together, to

set up an image to be worshipped ; and all that will not wor

ship this image, (but the living God alone, in his pure life

and Spirit) this latter beast hath power to cause to be killed,

ver. 15. and such must not so much as buy or sell, who will

not receive the "mark of the beast, or his name, or" at least

"the number of his name;" to which nnuber the highest

growth and perfection in religion and v/oi-MiIp, after the wis

dom of the flesh, (or man's wisdom) it; to be reckoned, ver.

17, 18.

Observe now diligently the place of the true church, and

her estate, and the estate of her children, all the forty-two

months. Her place of habitation is a viluerness ; her estate,

an estate of widowhood ; a city unbuilt, trodden under the

feet of the Gentiles; her seed, witnesses, reproached, perse

cuted, and slain, by the false woman and her seed. Observe

likewise the .place and estate of the false church and her

children ; she rcaro up i\ glorious building as to the out

ward; she is a city built und richly adorned; she hath a

golden cup of doctrine r.nd discipline, of ordinances and wor

ship, to hold forth to the kings and inhabitcrs of the earth;

in all nations, peoples, kindreds, and tongues ; she is ar

rayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked with gold,

and precious stones, and pearls. Rev. xvii. 4. and all her

daughters (who though they may deny her, yet partake of

her spirit, and learn to rear up buildings of churches like

her) they also flourish in their degree and measure. Noue

is poor but Zion ; none is desolate but God's Jerusalem, but

his church, which fled into the wilderness, to abide there

all the time of his appointment; and her witnesses are

clothed with sackeloth, testifying to God's despised and re

proached truth, with mourning and grief of spirit ; and not

with that fleshly joy, wisdom, and confidence, wherewith

Babylon and her merchants vent their wares; but only in

the evidence, demonstration, and assurance of the Spirit in
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their heart*, which all the wise and confident builders and

inhabitants of Babylon trample upon and despise.

Now it bchoveth all to consider what this Babylon, what

this woman is, spoken of, Rev. xvii. which came in the

place of the other woman spoken of, Rev. xii. what this

built city is, which the wrath of the Lord will make deso

late; what this beast or false prophet is, which appears like

a lamb (and showeth such miracles to deceive the earth),

and yet is fierce and cruel to such as witness f.>r God. Rev.

xiii. 13, 14, 15. For dreadful are the plagues, woes, vials

of wrath, thunders, &c., which God hath prepared for her;

even the cup of the Lord's indignation without mixture;

torment with fire and brimstone, in the presence of the

of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb. Rev.

xiv. 10, 11. and chap, xviii. 8. And who would not fear

thee, 0 thou King of saints! when thou comest with thy

cup of fury and indignation, to empty into the bowels of

this woman, which hath been so long drunk with the blood

of thy saints and martyrs. Rev. xvii. 6. Consider these

things, O yc Papists ! Wait on the Lord in his fear and

dread ; that he may vouchsafe to make known to you what,

and where, this city Babylon is ; and that such of you &e

belong to him may hear his voice calling you out of her,

that ye may escape this bitter cup. Rev. xviii. 4.

The great j udgment is already begun. (This we know,

who have tasted of it.) It hath begun at God's house,

and is spreading further; yea, even over the nations which

have disowned you, and yet have learned of you to build up

a church and worship after the manner ofyour whoredoms.

These the Lord will judge first; he will plead with the

daughters who have disowned their mother, and yet have

gone on in her spirit of whoredoms, worshipping the work*

of their own hands, and administering and magnifying the

beauty of the churches which themselves have formed.

Now is your time to consider; now is the time for the sim

ple-hearted among you to flee from Babylon, before the

wrath of the Lord besiege her. There are three things in

general (besides many particulars) which the Protestant n&
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tions and churches have learned of you, which will cost

them dear, ere they be made willing to part with them.

First, Their taking upon them authority over men's con

sciences, commanding them what they should believe ; which

the apostles never did, but said expressly, they had not do

minion over the faith of others, but were helpers of their

joy. 2 Cor. i. 24. Thoy could not command any to believe

their doctrine; but spake in the demonstration of the Spirit,

waiting till Goo. opened the heart, 2 Cor. iv. 2. and would

not have men 'rrofe«s, believe, or practise from their words,

but by a feelirg of the power. 1 Cor. ii. 5. And when men

did believe some things, and came into the unity and fel

lowship of the faith, they did not require them to believe all

that the chr.rch taught or held forth as true, but waited till

God pleased to reveal further. Phil. iii. 15. Indeed they

could command obedience to the faith: what truths the

Spirit of the Lord revealed and taught any man, they could

charge him in Ae name of the Lord to be faithful to. Rom.

i. 5. But they knew it was God alone who could ingraft

the truth into the heart and conscience, and also give the

increase of it; and so from him alone they expected it;

waiting in patience on the stubborn and perverse, till God

should please to work upon them, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. and

likewise on thoso that were convinced, and had subjected

themselves to the faith, for his increase of it. 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7.

2dly. Their abridging men's liberty in things wherein

God hath left them free, and pressing them to a uniformity

in things which they themselves confess to be indifferent.

Now the apostle (who had the care of all the churches, 2

Cor. xi. 28.), though he knew certainly how to determine

about meats and days, ns himself confesscth, Rom. xiv. 14.

yet he telleth the church at Rome expressly, that Christ was

the Lord and Master of every disciple, to whom he must

stand or fall herein, ver. 4. and that every man ought to do

as he is fully persuaded in his own mind. ver. 5. Nay ho

is so far from pressing a necessity of uniformity in such

6ases, that he presseth a necessity of bearing on each hand,

ver. 3. So that, in the apostle's judgment, the church hath
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not power to lay commands on the conscience, but must re

ceive the weakest in the faith, ver. -1. leaving him to the

liberty of his conscience, and to his subjection to his own

Lord and Master; to whom every believer must give an ac

count of what he receives, and of what he obeys and per

forms, ver. 10.—12.

3dly. Their setting up a church-building, government,

and discipline, by the magistrate's power. This the apos

tles no where taught nor practised. They converted men

by the power of the Spirit: they cut down errors, heresies,

seducers, and hereties, by the same word; and they found

the weapons of their warfare sufficient, 2 Cor. x. 4. they had

no need of running to the magistrate. But that church,

those doctrines, that government and discipline, which is

set up by the magistrate's sword without and ajainst the

Spirit, that hath need of a carnal sword to defend it against

the Spirit, and to cut down God's witnesses (whom he rais-

eth up to testify against it) for schismaties and hereties, or

its nakedness will soon be made manifest, and its ruin

approach.

Now when the Lord hath judged all the daughters of

Babylon for these things, then will he at length begin to

plead with their mother, Babylon the Great, who hath gone

a whoring from the Spirit, and built up a gaudy church

without the Spirit, which she hath defended by violence and

blood, drinking the blood of the saints, who have been in

spired by the Spirit to testify against her, Rev. xi. 7, 8. and

hath taught all her daughters to do the same; to wit, to

drink the blood of the witnesses against them, even as she

hath drunk the blood of the witnesses that have testified

against her. And though, because she hath had a half-day

more given her, after her time seemed to be even expiring,

and after judgment and desolation were beginning to enter

upon her; though, because of this, she thinks the bitterness

of death is past, and she shall now sit as a queen, a lady, a

glorious church for ever, Rev. xviii. 7. yet for all this is she

come again into God's remembrance, Rev. xvi. 19. and she

shall see widowhood, and be cast into a bed of torment,
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and all her children into great tribulation with her; and

she shall be desolate, and naked, and drink of the cup, and

not repent that she might escape it. Rev.-rvi. 11. ix. 20, 21.

This is her portion, from the hand of the Lord. Oh ! happy

is he whose eyes the Lord shall open, to flee out of her for

life ! For the Lamb is arisen to make war, and his spouse is

making herself ready for his pure bed of life, and his anger

is kindled against all the kings and powers of the earth that

stand in his way; and though they fight ever so resolutely

against him and his meek ones, they shall not prevail, but

the Lamb will overcome all ; for he is "King of kings, and

Lord of lords," and they that are with him in this battle of

his Spirit, are "Called, and Chosen, and Faithful." Rev.

zvii. 4. And though this woman (the false church, in her

various dresses) is so strong, every where getting the earthly

powers and authorities on her side, that now it may be said

concerning this beast, in the several appearances of it, as

was concerning the former; "Who is able to make war

with her?" yet there is an invisible power stronger than

she, who will call her to judgment, Rev. xviii. 8. and make

her give an account of all the saints' blood which she hath

drunk herself, and which she hath taught her daughters to

drink. And "salvation, glory, honor, and power," shall bo

ascribed to the Lord, for his righteous and powerful judg

ing of her. Rev. xix. 1, 2. And he that hath any glimmer

ing of this in the eternal light of the Lord's pure, ever-living

Spirit, let him even now say, "Hallelujah" to him who ia

"arisen out of his holy habitation," and hath already begun

this work, who will not fail to perfect it. Amen,
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SOMEWHAT CONCERNINO THE GROUND OF

ERROR, ASD THE \V"AY TO TRUTH AND UNITY; FOR THE HARK

OF SUCH AS ARE MORE SPIRITUAL.

TUERE irf no way to become an heir of the kingdom of

God. hut hy being begotten and born of his Spirit; which

blows upon the spirit of man. breathes life into him, and

forms him in the eternal image. John iii. 8. Gal. iv. 19.

There is no way of having this work of God preserved,

but by turning to the Spirit which begets, standing and

keeping upright in that which is begotten, and taking heed

of the fleshly wisdom, which stands near to corrupt and

destroy the work of God; tempting and leading aside from

the truth itself, into some image and resemblance of it.

And if this prevail, there is suddenly a departing from the

living God, and a running a whoring after the inventions of

the fleshly wisdom, which appears in the likness of the true

wisdom, that it might the better deceive.

Now when man is first breathed upon, and begotten to

wards God, there is but a little life, a little simplicity, a lit

tle light, a little power, a little of the wisdom of the true

babe; but a great body of death, deceit, darkness, power,

and the wisdom of the flesh, standing; and all these apply

themselves to overturn and destroy the true work of God,

by raising up a false image of it, which is easily done ; but

abiding and preservation in the truth is difficult, and alone

maintained by that power which at first begat.

Now the power preserves through keeping out of the sen

sual and reasoning part(where the corrupt one hath his lodg

ing), in that poor, low, little, childish sensibility of the life,

which the Father hath begotten. Here is the entrance into

the truth; here is the growth, here is the preservation and

safety; which makes it so hard for those that are wise and

strong in the reasoning and comprehending part, either to

Vol. II.— 3
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outer in, or to abide aud grow in the nakedness, simplicity,

and seeming folly of the truth of the gospel. Oh, what a.

deal is to be brought down, before they can be truly reached

and convinced by the foolish and weak things which God

chooseth to effect his great works by ! 1 Cor. i. 27, 28. What

a work hath God with them to batter their wisdom, and

bring down their understanding; which the larger it is, the

more it stands in the way of his light. 2 Cor. i. 19. And if

they be convinced at any time, what an easy and natural re

turn unto them doth their own wisdom find, by some sub

tle device or other, to draw them back from the plainness

and singleness of the truth, into a holding it in the wis

dom and subtlety of the understanding part, where the

simplicity is soon lost. 2 Cor. xi. 8.

In the Spirit which begets, and in the truth which is be

gotten by it, is the true unity. Feeling that in one another,

is that which unites us to one another. Fvery one keeping

to that in his own particular, is kept to that which unites;

and that is kept alive in him which is to be united; but de

parting from that, there is a departing from the true unity

into the error and ground of division. And then that which

hath erred and departed from the true unity, strives to set up

a false image of unit}', and blames that which abides in the

truth, because it cannot thus unite; for that which abides in

the Spirit, and in that which the Spirit hath begotten and

formed, cannot unite according to the flesh; as that which

is run a whoring from the Spirit, into an image of the

fleshly wisdom's forming, cannot unite according to the

Spirit. Consider this, O ye professors of this age ! Ye blame

us for departing from you ; for withdrawing from unity with

you. Wo blame you for departing from the living princi

ple, wherein our unity with you formerly stood, and where

in alone we can again unite with you; and not in such

things as uphold a fleshly and false image of the true unity.

Oh, that ye could hear the Lord's voice, who cricth aloud

to the professors of this age to cease from man! Cease

from man in thyself, 0 thou who hast ever had any taste of

tlie pure grace and power of God! Cease from thine own
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understanding, thine own affections, thine own zeal, thine

own gathered knowledge and wisdojn from the Scriptures

with all the sparks of thine own kindling; that God mav be

all in thee. and his eternal habitation be raised up in thee,

and perfected, and them swallowed up and comprehended

in it for evef. Oh, what a work hath God to drive manV

reason and wisdom out of hi* temple, out of his Scriptures,

out of all his holy things! He that hath an ear, let him

hear, for the sake of his soul's eternal peace. Alas! alas!

how many stumble at, and blaspheme that, which alone can

save the soul ! There have been many dispensations of, hut

there is but one living truth; but one substance; but one

arm of salvation. And he that stumbles at the thing itself.

how can he be saved by it? It it• eat•y misunderstanding a

former dispensation, reading it in the letter: and so to miss

of the salvation hoped for by it.

The Jews owned the Messiah (according to the Scrip

tures, as they thought), but rejected him in the way he came

to save them in. Xow if Christians have gathered such a

kind of knowledge from the letter of the Scriptures as they

did, how can they avoid the same error: namely, of own

ing Christ according to the Scriptures, as they think,

hut rejecting him as he comes to save them; rebelling

against his living ministry, and the pure power and demon

stration of his Spirit, because it appears weak and low; be

cause it doth not appear the same thing to them which they

expect to be saved by, according to their apprehensions of

the Scriptures ? Thus reading the Scriptures in another

spirit and wisdom than that which wrote them, they musf

needs conclude |and gather another thing from them than

what is written in them; and sd make that a means to them

of erring from the life, which was written to testify of, and

point to, the living prmciple from whence life and salvation

springs, and where nlono it is to be had,
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W« which have bolioYed do enter into Rest. Hcb. iv. 8.

Let no man therefore ludgo you in meat or drink, or in respeet of an

holj day, or of the new moon, or sabbaths; which arc a shadow of thing*

tooomo: but tha body '• Christ. Col. ii. 16, 17.
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PREFACE.

THE apostle Panl aaith, that God had made them "able

ministers of the New Testament, not of the letter, but of

the Spirit," 2 Cor. iii. 6. After the dispensation of the law,

which was a shadow of good things to come ; and after the

dispensation of the prophets, who foretold of better days,

and of a better state to come, than the days and state under

the law were; it first pleased God to send the fore-runner

John the Baptist, in the spirit and power of Elias, to pre

pare the way for the King and his kingdom ; and then to

send the King himself, in the fulness of his spirit, to gather

disciples to him, and to furnish them with a competent

measure of the same Spirit, to raise up a spiritual seed to

him, in whom he would set up his kingdom, dwelling,

walking, and reigning there ; cansing his light to shine from

thence round about the earth, as from his holy city, founded

upon his holy hill of Zion.

Now those disciples or ministers whom he chose to raise

op this holy seed unto him, he made tit and able to minis

ter his new covenant, by which it was to be raised; yea, he

furnished them with such a power of his Spirit, that they

were able through him to minister, not in the letter, as the

old covenant was ministered (which left the people still

dead; nay, becanse of the transgressing nature, made the

offence ilium nd, and so increased death upon them), but in

the quickening Spirit, which raiseth from death, and bring-

eth into the light of the living, to walk with the living God

towards the land of eternal rest and peace. So that that

which they ministered was Spirit, and that which they min

istered to was spiritual. By the power of the Spirit, in

preaching the living Word of faith, they reached through

the veil to that which lay in death; they stirred up a living
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principle, and ministered life to it through the Spirit. Gal.

iii. 5. And such as were born of this living principle, they

taught to live in the Spirit, to walk in the Spirit, to be

made perfect by the Spirit, and not to run back to the min

istration of the letter (as was proper for the Jevts in their

day) after the manner of the former dispensation, but to

keep in the living principle, to grow up in the seed, into the

eternal life and immortality of the gospel.

Mark well (0 ye ch istians, who desire eternal life), the

different way of ministration between the law and the gos

pel! The law was a ministration of the letter, in which

they were to wait for assistance from the Spirit, by which

they might be kept in the faith of, and made obedient to,

the law. Neh. ix. 20. The gospel is a ministration of the

Spirit, wherein they arc to begin with the Spirit, and to go

on with the Spirit; not to gather outward rules out of the

letter, from what is written or spoken, but to keep to the

living principle, and feel refreshment to that, in reading or

hearing what is written or spoken by the Spirit. And thus

the Scriptures being read, or any one speaking from God be

ing heard, it is mingled with laith, and becomes profitable,

feeding and refreshing the young, tender plant, the living

principle, and causing it to grow up into God: whereas

whatever is understood, or received, or held out of this,

feeds but the earthly, and doth but thicken the veil over the

living seed; to which the kingdom belongs, and to which

the gospel is sent to be preached, to raise it, that it might

live and thrive, and grow up into its stature, that so it might

inherit.

"The kingdom of heaven is at hand," said John the Bap

tist. Mat. iii. 2. "It is come unto you," said Christ, Mat.

xii. 18. that power of life which was made manifest in him,

was it; "and this kingdom is also within you," saith Christ

to the Pharisees. Luke xvii. 21. The Pharisees demanded

of him when the kingdom of God should come. It cometh

not, saith he, with outward show or observation; it cometh

not that way you look for it ; to wit, by the manifestation

of an outward glorious king, to reign outwardly in the com
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monwealth of the outward Israel; but the kingdom is with

in you. How was it within them? Christ explains to them

in another place ; it was in them like a grain of mustard

seed ; it was the least of all the seeds in their hearts. There

were many great seeds of darkness there, but yet there was

also one little seed of light. It was there as well as the rest

(though less than them all), and did sometimes cast some

glimmerings of light, and of its shining in the darkness,

though the darkness could not comprehend it. Thif seed

was also likened to leaven, which being received by faith

into the lump, would leaven the whole lump, and bring it

into the savor and dominion of the kingdom. Now the

ministry of the apostles was to turn men from Satan's king

dom to this kingdom ; from his large compass of dominion

in the heart, to this narrow seed; from his great territories

of darkness, to this litfcle principle of light; from his great

power of death, to this little, weak thing of God ; wherein

the eternal power and godhead is made manifest, as this

comes to be opened and increased by the Spirit. Here light

is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart;

where it is to grow up, and from whence it is to be reaped

after its growth to perfection.

Oh, how long have Christians (so called) wanted the

Spirit! How have they wearied themselves, in running to

and fro about the letter, to find out the mind of God, and

are still unsatisfied concerning it, and even drowned in

fleshly imaginations and contentions about it! They seek

to have that satisfied which is not to be satisfied : they seek

to have that know which is not to know: they offer to God

the service, faith, and obedience of that which he will not

accept ; and keep that from him which he calls for. They

seek for the Spirit in the letter, according to the manner of

the law; bnj wait not to feel it in the seed, quickening the

*eed, raising up the seed, and dwelling in the seed, whither

Christ and his apostles directed to wait for it. They look

for that knowledge, that faith, that life, that Spirit, from

words written, which the apostle preached was to be waited

for from the Word in the heart. And by this means they
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raise up several building, and get various kinds of knowl

edge, each nc-eording to hi* understanding and apprehension*

of the letter, every sort being very confident eoncernine-

their own apprehensions that they are the right; and thus

they wander from the city of the living God. and from the

living knowledge; building up images, some outwardly,

some in their minds; Home more gross, some more refilied;

but all, more or less, who are not acquainted with the livingr

knowledge and tniths of God, hut have gathered apprehen

sions with the wrong tool from the lettor, have set up some

what else instead of the time life and power (the knowledge

of the true God, which is life eternal), the knowledge of tin.-

true Christ (whom no man •-an indeed call 'Lord, but by the

Spirit), the knowledge of the everlasting gospel (whieh

alone is read in the Hpirit), the knowledge of the Bpirit

(which alone is read in the seed). These are strange thing*

to the several generations of the Christiana of this age, who

commonly know no more of them, than according to the

apprehensions they have taken in concerning them; evett

from that wisdom and understanding whieh hath not a ca

pacity in it to receive them, hut must be destroyed before

these things can be understood aright. 1 ('or. i. 19. Ob

that ye could read in the eternal light of life! O Christians.

Christians' Oh that ye eonld sec hotv your uwlerRtanding?

and knowledge from the letter stand as much in your way.

as ever the Jews' did in their«; and must be broken down

as flat as ever theirs was*, before the foundation of the king

dom can be laid, and the building of eternal life reared tip

in your hearts! lie not (/ffetided at mt >!enl for the Lord

my God, and for yo•iff softls. ft hath cwst me very dear,

what I testify to you in the simplicity and integrity of my

heart; and this I know to be most rertainly true, that that

spirit of man, which, without the readings of the eternal

light, hath nestled itself in the letter, got a seat of wisdom

and knowledge there, raised tfp :i building from thence,

either of inward or outward Worship, will be dissettled and

driven thence, even by that very Spirit which gave forth

the letter. And when this is done, and God's Spirit again



ISAAC TEMNGTON. 36

opeueth the letter, oh, how sweet, how profitable, how clear,

how refreshing will it be, being read in the light of the

Spirit, and in the faith which is in Christ Jesus, which is

begotten in the heart by the word of faith, which is nigh

there. From that light, from that spring (as the Lord pleas-

eth to open, enlarge, and till the vessel), all the words of the

holv men of God came; and in that alone they have their

sweetness, freshness, virtue, and fulness; but how to read

the words outwardly written, keeping to that, and under

standing them in that (and how to keep out the natural

man, with his natural understanding, which knoweth not

the things of the Spirit, nor can know or receive them, 1

Cor. ii. 14.), is a mystery to them who have not been turned

inward to this word, nor have known or heard hie voice.

The Lord is recovering the mystery of life; and as that ap

pears, the mystery of death, under all its paint (under all its

painted faith, painted love, painted knowledge, painted obe

dience, painted duties, ordinances, and worship), will be

made manifest. Happy is he whose inward building will

stand, whose gold will abide the fire and everlasting burn

ings of the jealous God, whose eye-salve was bought of the

true Spirit, whose raiment is right spun : but exceeding

hard will it go with that man whom the Lord (when he

irometh to search him) shall not find a right inward Jew, as

he took himself to be, nor truly circumeised by the Lord's

eternal Spirit with the light thereof, but only by such a cir-

••umeising-knife as Jie himself had formed out of the letter

of the Scriptures. This is the great misery of Christians;

the veil lies over their hearts, even the same veil which cov

ered the letter of Moses from the Jews: and they are grop

ing after the mind of God in the letter; but the life is hid

from them, even as it was from the Jews: and becanse they

also say they see, and that they have the life and the Spirit,

therefore the veil remains, and the canl of iniquity surrounds

them, so that they cannot see into that which makes free

from it, but remain yet in captivity and bondage to the

aaemv.
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NEW COVENANT OF THE GOSPEL

DISTINGUISHED FROM THE

OLD COVENANT OF TUE LAW.

HOME QUERIES OF W. SALTER'S, TENDING TO ENFORCE UPOH

CHRISTIANS THE OBSERVATION OF THE

JEWISH SABBATH, ANSWERED.

Query 1. WHETHER the fourth commandment, expressed

Exod. xx. be not moral and perpetual, as well as the other

uine be, yea or no ?

Ans. That covenant which God made with the Jews at

Mount Horeh, when they came out of the land of Egypt,

was not to be perpetual ; but to make way for that covenant,

priesthood, lawgiver, and law, which were to be perpetual.

That law, so given forth, made nothing perfect; but was a

continual handwriting of ordinances against the Jews ; and

the very salvation of the Jews wus by another covenant, and

by the laws thereof, Deut. xxx. 11. by which covenant, and

by which law, they might be made perfect, and come to the

better hope. Which other covenant is the covenant of

grace, or the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, or the

Word which is nigh in the mouth, and in the heart, and

apeaka life to them that can hear and believe the joyful

sound of it.

Now that this former covenant was not to abide, but to

give place to the other, see Heb. viii. which treateth of tho

new covenant: for God'a speaking of a new covenant im-

porteth that he himselfhath made the first old. ver. 13. It

had a lonsj continuance among that people of the Jews; but
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now against the coming of Christ, who was to be Mediator

of a better covenant, ver. 6. even a new covenant, ver. 8. as

it had been long decaying, and waxing old, so now it was

ready to vanish away, as ver. 18.

And indeed it was necessary it should pass away; for it

was not faultless. How, not faultless! Was there any sin

in the holy law and ministration of God by Moses? Can

there any just blame be found in any thing that proceeded

from the Lord? Nay, surely the ministration of Moses was

holy, and without blame; but it was weak, through the flesh,

Rom. viii. 3. and therefore (rod would lay that aside, so far

as it was weak, and suited to the weakness of a fleshly peo

ple, and bring, instead thereof, a ministration of the law in

the Spirit, which should be lively and powerful and effect

ual in the spirits of his people.

That which God aimed at in a covenant, was to keep him

and his people together. Now this covenant was weak on

the people's part; they continued not in it, and so, accord

ing to that covenant, Q-od disregarded them. ver. 9. Now

God finding this covenant not able to effect his purpose of

love towards his people, he finds fault with it, bringing forth

another, or second, which this gives place to. ver. 1. And

this other covenant, or new covenant, is not according to

that. How not according to that? Why thus: it was not

written outwardly, a* that was. "Not according to that

which I made with their fathers, when I took them by the

hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt." vor. 0. "For

Iwill put my laws in their mind, and trrito them in their

hearts." ver. 10. And here they shall learn the knowledge

of God, every one from the least to the greatest, ver. 11. " So

that all the children of this covenant shall be taught of the

Lord," and learn the law from his mouth; not as it was

given at Mount Sinai, (which ministration was to the chil

dren of the old covenant) but as it goes forth out of Zion.

and from the "Jerusalem which is above," which is the

mother of all the children of the covenant, and nourisheth

them, not with the law of Moses, but with the milk of her

own breasts.

Vol. IL— 4
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w if any think to restrain this to the types and shadows

of the law, they therein err: for the main covenant was the

law of commandments, which they still hroke, worshipping

other gods, making images and likenesses, taking his name

in vain, profaning his sabbaths, and so of the rest. It is

true, the first covenant had a worldly sanctuary, a taber-

iiaclo wherein was the candlestick, &c., hut the chief matter

of the covenant was the ten words; therefore the tables

wherein it was written were called the tables of the cove

nant, or the tables wherein the covenant was contained.

I Pel>, ix. 4. Yea, the ten words are expressly called the

covenant itself. Deut. iv. 13. Observe therefore diligently

these few things following in the fear of the Lord:

First, The ten commandments given by Moses from

Mount Horcb were the covenant which God made with the

Jews when he took them by the hand to lead them out of

the land of Egypt.

Secondly, That covenant God found fault with, because

it was not able (through the weakness of the flesh on their

parts) to keep them to God.

Thirdly, Against Christ's coming God provideth a new

covenant, 3, better covenant for him to be Mediator of; which

covenant was not outward, like the former, but inward, put

in the mind, writ in the heart. As the people was inward,

the sanctuary inward, the ark inward, the tables of the cov

enant inward, so the covenant itself, and the writing of it,

were inward also. And this covenant, as it is only written

in the Spirit, and it* that which is spiritual, so it cannot bo

read in the letter.

Fourthly, That wherever tbU new covenant cometh, the

other waxeth old, whether to a person or people. Wherever

the law of the Spirit of life is made manifest, the law

of the letter is swallowed up in it, and is known no

more but as it is comprehended, and is brought forth in it.

And he that is in the Spirit, and. hath received the law of

life from the Spirit, knoweth not Christ after the flesh; how

much \&»s Moses. But taking the whole ministration of

Moses in the spirit, not only the ten commandments, but
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all the sacrifice*! and other types al*o, here they are owned

and received, even in Christ the «ub*tance: but the ten

commandments, so fiir as they Were a shadow, pass away

before the Sun of righteousness, on well »w the other types

and shadows of the law.

Objection. But was there any thing' of the ten words a

shadow? Do they not all command abiding things ?

Ans. Moses' whole ministration (as it stood in the letter

without) was but a shadow of the fulness and perfection ot'

that ministry of the Spirit which was to come, and to be set

up by the Son in his house. Ileb. iii. "i, tf. Moses' people,

hut u shadow of the spiritual people; Moats' priests and

sacrifices, but a shadow of the spiritual prieitts and sacrifi

ces; Moses' law in the letter ministered from Mount Sinai,

but a shadow of Christ's law in the Spirit to be ministered

from Mount Zion. 2 Cor. iii. 10, 11. The law itself which

was given by him, but a shadow of the grace and truth

which came by Jesus Christ. John i. 17. Of whose fulness

every believer receives a portion of the same grace, "even

grace for grace;" ver. 16. which grace is to be his teacher,

both of what he should deny and turn from, and how he

should live and carry himself both towards God and man.

Tit. ii. 11. 12. Look particularly on the commandments, and

see if there will not appear something of a shadow in them.

The first commandment to that people, "That they should

have none other gods (like the heathen) but him only whose

powerful arm had brought them out of Egypt.'' This is a

shadow of the subjection of the spiritual Israel singly in

Spirit to the Lord of spirits, who by his mighty arm re

deemed them out of spiritual Egypt. Now must they bow

to other lords no more, Isai. xXV'i. 13. as they did bow in

the land of Egypt (Oh, who can read this !), but bow alone at

the name of Jesus, and be subject to the arm of his power

in their spirits alone for ever.

The second commandment, "That they should not make

any images or likenesses of things in heaven or earth, or

bow down to them, is a shadow of what God requires of

spiritual Israel in the inward,where all likenesses, inventions,
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imitation*, resemblances of wlmt they have seen in thc

Spirit above, or beneutli in the earthly nature, they must

not make themselves, nor bow to such as any others make.

And they must not "take the name (of the Lord their Ke-

doemer) in vain," pretending to the living power when it

manifests not itself in tehm ; pretending to meet inthe liv

ing name, and to worship in the Spirit, when they arc gone

si whoring from it, and become strangers to it. What should

I mention any more 1 It is easy to observe how the

other commandments were shadows ofthe inward innocency

and purity which the believer receives inwardly into his

heart from the powerful operation of the law of the Spirit ot'

life in him.

Object. But may any of these laws be broken? If they

may not be broken, then they are perpetual.

Any. The reason why they may not be broken is not be

cause that the dispensation of them is still in force, but bo-

cause the dispensation of the law of the Spirit comprehends

all the righteousness of Moses' law: and the end of Christ's

dissolving that covenant was not that any might have lib--

erty to do any thing which is there manifested to be un

righteous; but that the righteousness of it might be fulfilled

in them who receive hia law in the Spirit, which never could

be fulfilled by receiving of Moses' law in the letter. Hom.

viii. 4. And mark this diligently, ye that have been exer

cised inthe Spirit towards God: the law of sin is nearer

to us than any law of the letter can come; the covenant of

death and hell (with the laws thereof) is written within by

the finger of Satan; and that which blots them out must be

as near, even an inward covenant, an inward writing from

the eternal Word in the heart, by the law of his eternnl

Spirit of life.

This then is my answer: Moses' law in substance remains,

ns it is taken in by Christ, and administered by him in

Spirit; but not as it was given in the letter to the Jews:

for so it was a shadow, making nothing perfect: but mak

ing way for the better hope, for the covenant established

upon better promises, for the inward law of the Spirit of
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life in Christ Jesus: which effects that hi the spirits of his

people, which Moses' law could by no means do.

Quest, But what is the substance of the law which abides ?

Ans. The substance of the law is law: to love God above

all (above all without, above all within), and to love one's

neighbor as one's self. To receive this love from God, and

to bring it forth in his Spirit, this is the substance of the law ;

this is the thing which the law drove at in a shadow. The

law is fulfilled in this one word love ; but that love must be

received from God which fulfils the law. A man may strive

to love abundantly, and strive to obey in love, and yet fall

short of the covenant; but the Lord must circumcise the

heart before that love can spring up which fulfils the law.

J)euL xxx. 6.

Objeetion. But doth not the Apostle Paul say, that by the

law is the knowledge of sin; and that he had not known

lust, except the law had said, "Thou shalt not covet;"

plainly referring to the tenth commandment, which saith,

"Thou shalt not covet."

AHS. By the law outwardly was the knowledge of sin

outwardly to the people of the Jews ; by the law inwardly

is the knowledge of sin inwardly to the spirits of disciples.

Now a little consider and wait on the Lord, to know what

administration of the law it was that Paul knew sin by:

whether it was by Moses' administration of the law in the

letter, or by Christ's ministration of his law to him in the

Spirit. It is rendered in our last translation, " Thou shalt

not covet; " but it might more properly be rendered, "Thou

shalt not lust:" for if '^id-j/ua bo properly rendered hist,

then 'oux 't-iQ'Jiarfa£tz may as properly be rendered, "Thou

*halt not lust." And he that hath received the administra

tion of the law in the Spirit, knoweth it thus to issue forth

from the "Word of life into his spirit. It discovers the lusts

and affections of the flesh, which draw from the yoke and

Hubjection to the Spirit; and then, by a command from the

living Spirit, it hedgeth up the way after the other lovers.

saying, "Thou shalt not lust." And ns the law of the

flesh ariseth, kindling desires after vanity, and after fleshly

4*
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4-ase and delimit: so the law of the Spirit arises in the inner

man, forbidding, pricking, stopping, and limiting that which

would be at liberty out of the life and purity of the holy law.

And here hegin the hitter fights and terrible battles and

conflicts between the two seeds, wherein all the |xnvers of

heaven, earth, and hell are engaged.

N'ow because this interpretation of Paul's words may

seem strange and uncouth to persons who have drunk in

another apprehension, and have taken it for granted that

I'aul there refers to the tenth commandment, consider the

place yet further, and perhaps the Lord may please to open

it to you from the very letter, even as he hath opened it to

others immediately by his Spirit, by causing them to feel

the thing which I'aul felt, and to receive the law as he re

ceived it.

I'aul (in that seventh of the Romans) speaks of three

states which he had known.

First, A state of life before the law: "I was alive without

the law once." ver. 9.

Secondly, A state of death after the commandment came :

then sin revived, and he died. When the word of life came

with its living commandment to set upon sin indeed, then

sin would dally no longer: it would no longer lie as dead,

and let Paul live fn his zeal and worship as he had done

before: but it slew him, it showed its power in him, some

times deceiving him. and sometimes forcing him from that

which was holy, spiritual, just, and good, and to that which

was unholy: insomuch as he did do what he hated, and

could not dii what he loved; and found himself a wretehed

man, and in miserable captivity, because of the body of

death, and the law of sin in his members, ver. 23, 24.

Thirdly, A state of life, after the commandment had

done its work in thoroughly slaying of him; when that was

removed which the law came against, then he was married

to another husband, then he could bring forth fruit unto

God; Hom. vii. 4. then he oould walk freely with Ciod, not

after the flesh, but after the Spirit, chap. viii. 4. and rejoice

in the life and the peace, instead of roaring out because
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of the death, which came from the carnal mind. ver. 5.

Now when was the time when Panl "was alive without

the luw " ? Was it not when he was righteous, when he was

whole ? Then he had no need of the physician, then he

had not received the wound, even the terrible wound which

Christ then gives the soul when he calleth to it hy his Spirit,

and giveth forth the commandment, "Thou shalt'not lust."

When he had "confidence in the flesh," being circumcised

the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benja

min, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, u

Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touch

ing the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. Phil.

iii. 4, 5, 6. Here was a living man ; and his exact receiving

the ministration -of the law in the letter was part of his life:

yea, but he had not received the commandment yet that

slew him. Paul was alive yet, and could flourish in the

freshness of his life, zeal, and abundant knowledge under

this administration of the law: but when God, who caused

the light to shine out of darkness, shined in his heart;

when God began the work of the new creation in him by

his living light; when the commandment came fresh from

the Spirit (the commandment which was ordained to life,

Rom. vii. 10. which the ministration of the law in the letter

was not, no not to the Jews, but another. Ueut. xxx. 14, 15.),

then Panl began to foci the sting of death, and the power

of sin, which now rose up in its strength to retain one of its

subjects, and to keep the stronger man than he from dis

possessing him, if he could. And now how was poor Paul

rent and torn, and harrassed by the enemy, and made to see

and feel his miserable captivity, until he had passed through

the death, and was redeemed from under sin, and conse

quently from under this bitter ministration of the Spirit, by

his holy, pure, and severe law against sin ! For the man

being dead, the law hath no force against the seed, nor

against that which is one with and lives in the seed: and

this it is he speaks to the Romans concerning, who also

were acquainted with the ministration of the law, as ver. 1.

of the 7th chap. Now is it not very manifest that Paul
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knew not sin spiritually by the ministration of the law in

the letter, but was alive without it, until he felt the ministry

of it from Christ in the Spirit '( And that soon struck at his

life, and by degrees slew it, killing the body of sin in him,

with its members, and so preparing him for the marriage

to another husband.

Object. But by this then a man is not only freed from

the law of the letter, but also from the law of the Spirit:

for if this law be ministered to him till death pass upon him,

and till he be married to Christ, then after death is passed

upon him, and he is baptized into death, and risen with

Christ, and married to him, the law passeth away likewise.

Ans. There is a double ministration of the law of the

Spirit; a sharp ministration against sin, and a sweet minis

tration in the renewed Spirit. The ministration against sin

passeth away, as the sin is wrought out; but then the sweet,

spiritual current and law of its holy and pure life in the re

newed Spirit is more vigorous and full. So that the law of

the Spirit remaineth for ever; but its convictions, its re

proofs, its chastisements towards the worldly part, diminish

and pass away as the worldly part is wasted; and its sweet,

comforting presence, pure pence, fresh joy and life, increase

as the new man grows and flourishes.

Query 2. Whether the scope and drift of that fourth pre

cept be not to persuade us to lay by the works of our call

ing one day in seven, that we may on that day wholly give

up ourselves to wait on the Lord, in the performance of

duties of piety and mercy, for our attaining of, and growing

in, sanctification and holiness?

Ans. The scope and drift of the fourth commandment

was to enjoin the Jews to keep the sabbath strictly as :\

sign, by forbearing all works, and sanctifying it as a day of

rest to the Lord according to the law. Ezek. xx. 12. But

the substance being come (Christ, who is the body, Col. ii.

17.), the day and rest of the Spirit being known, the sign is

at an end, and the thing signified taketh place. So that the

rest is now in Christ, through the faith, by his Spirit, where

the worship is. And this in the gospel comprehends the
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time of worship, the place of worship, and the worship it-

Kelf iwhich are spiritual), where, in substance, all is known,

eiuoyed, aml solemnized, which was figured out in shadows

under the law. The sanctification being come, the rest be

ing come, the Lord of the sabbath being come, shall not

the sign of the sanctification, the sign of the reet (which

rest the Lord of the sabbath was to give, and lead the spirits

•tf his people into), pass away? Exod. xx.\i. 13.

Query 3. Whether the fourth precept do not as strictly

bind us to keep holy the seventh day of or from the creation.

sIK it bindeth us to the observation of a seventh day?

An6. Tht' fourth commandment did not require the ob.

nervation of a seventh day in general; but of a seventh

day in particular, of those of whom it required it: for what

the law required, it required of those who were under tin'

law, and not of others. Rom. iii. 19.

Query 4. If the seventh day 'a sabbath be not moral and

perpetual, then how comes it to pass that it was instituted

or appointed from the tirst creation, when men by guilt

stood in no need of a Saviour, nor yet of such a ceremony;

Gen. ii. 3. .

Ans. That it was instituted or appointed from the first

creation, or that God intended to require of man the obser

vation of it had he abode in innocency, is not manifest in

the Scriptures; but that God did then bless and sanctify it.

(in relation to the service he had for it), that is expressed in

scripture. Gen. ii. 2, 3. And that this was one end for

which he did sanctify it, namely, that it might be for a sign

unto that people of the Jews (which were the people he

t-hose to set up his signs and figures of the invisible things

among), the scripture also testifies. Exod. xx. 11. but what

further meaning there is in it, and what relation it hath to

all the redeemed of the Lord, in whom God brings about

the new creation, with the rest thereof (as he did the old),

it is better to wait to know and feel in the Spirit, than to be

prying into with the curious, searching, fleshly understand

ing.

Query •'>. If the seventh day's aabbath be not moral, and
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belonging both to Jews and Gentiles, then how comes" it to.

pass that it was given to all men in Adam, when there was*

no diftereiice between Jews and Gentiles alid was ob

served ITT command from the beginning, ntf appears by

comparing together Gen. ii. #, and Exod\ xrl 18, to 31.

Ans. That it wns given to Adam in intiofeUct, otfo alf

men in Adam, I do not find, nor do these -piaceti qflofed)

make it manifest ; but its being practised before the giving

of the law doth not prove its perpetuity, or that it wiltf not

given for a 3Jgn: for circumcision was instituted and ob-•

sen•ed long before the giving 'of the law, Gen. xrii. and

sacrificing long before that. Gen. iv. both which were signs

of the inward, artd not perpetual us to the ontward obserVst• .

tion of them.

Queiy 6. If when our Lord Jesus «iith, (Mat. v. 18.) that

" till heaven and earth pass, one jot or tittle shonld in no

wise pass from the law;" if he there meant not the law of

the ten commandments, expressed in Kxodns xx.. then what

law did he mean?

Ans. By the law is meant the whole ministration of Mo

ses; as by the prophets (ver. 17.), the whole ministration oi'

the prophets : and that it is not to be restrained to the ten

commartdments, is manifest by the instances which Christ

gives, more of which relate to other parts of the law than to

the commandments: for there arc bnt two instances ont of

the ten commandments; but there are ibnr instances ont of

other parts of the law', a« n'lay be seen, ver. 31. 33. 38. and

43. of that chapter. Wo that Christ doth not only take in

the ten commandments, but htf takes in the rest of Moses"

ministry in the Spirit, not one jot or tittle whereof is to pass

till it be all fulfilled ; but wn* to stand in the letter to the

Jews till full season, and then itt the Spirit till all be fin

ished there also. ••

"The law and the prophets were tmtil John;" from that

timo the kingdom of God began to be preached, Luke xvi.

16. and both the law, prophets, and John himself were to

decrease, and Christ and his kingdom to increase. Christ,

in this fifth of Matthew, had been preaching the kingdom.
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declaring to whom it appertained, and the blessedness of

such. Now this his manner of preaching might seem to

derogate from the law of Moses, and from the prophets,

whose doctrine and dispensation hereby he might seem to

destroy: but Christ taketh away the occasion of such a mis

apprehension, bidding them not think he came to destroy the

law, or the prophets : for he was not come for that end, but

to fulfil. "Wherein he doth these two things :

First, He establisheth that ministration of the law and

prophets for its season, till it should be fulfilled by him the

»ubstauee, who was to fulfil all the righteousness of it. It

should last out its whole day, and should not fail in tha least

tittle of it (as he himself explaineth it, Luke xvL 17.); till

the heaven and earth of the Jews passed away. Heb. xii. 27,

28.

Secondly, He taketh in the substance of it into his own

ministration, and layeth it more inwardly, and closely, and

largely upon the spirits of his disciples than Moses had dons

in the letter upon his disciples ; but he doth not give it out

in full, but only giveth a taste to his disciples how straitly

he would minister it to them by his Spirit as they came un-

. der his yoke, Mat. xL 29, which yoke is the Spirit of the law

thereof, as Moses' yoke was the law of the letter.

Now mark yet further: Christ does not give out the letter

for his law, as it was delivered by Moses; but requireth some

what of his disciples which comprehends the letter. As

now when he administers the law against revenge, front

whence murder proceeds, he doth not say, "Thou shfljt not

kill," as Moses had said to them of old time; but saith,

Thou shalt not be angry without a cause, nor give thy

brother any provoking language, ver. 22. Nor does he say,

"Thou shalt not commit adultery; " but, Thou shalt not let

out a lustful look, nor let in a lustful thought, ver. 28.

And had he spoken here about the sabbath, would he

have administered it in the letter, or would he have com

manded the observation of the true sabbath, where no work

is done, no fire kindled (nor so much as any sticks gathered

to make a fire with), nor no burden borne; but the man-setv
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vant, the maid-servant, the ox, the ass, and every creature

rests in the seed ? " The Son of man is Lord of the sabbath.v

It is true he subjected himself under the law ; hut yet he

was still Lord; and he maketh all his, kings and priests to

God! who being once bapti/.ed into his death, know also

his resurrection and reign.

Object. But all the other commandments are to be kept

according to the letter; for although it should prove so, that

lx>lievors are not bound to observe them by virtue of Moses'

ministration in the letter, but by virtue of the ministration

of the Spirit, yet the commandments themselves are kept ;

but take away the outward observation of the sabbath, and

thi* commandment hath no fulfilling at all according to the

letter.

Ans. This ariseth from the different nature of the thing:

for the other commandments require or forbid that which is

either good or evil in its own nature; but this is. but good

or evil by institution or command. To keep a day, or not

tii keep a day, is not good or evil in itself, but as it is com

manded, or forbidden, or left at liberty in the Lord, and ac

cording as it is done or forborne by him who received the

command or prohibition, or is let into the liberty of the

gospel. Rom. xiv. 6. So that if the nature of the thing

required in this commandment, had been alike with the

nature of the things required or forbidden in the other

commandments, it would have been as durable after the

dissolution of that covenant, as the other things therein

contained were ; which vanish not in themselves upon the

dissolution of that covenant, but only pass into a higher

way of dispensation, where they retain their full virtue and

strength, even according to the letter, though not by virtue

of the administration of the letter; another higher and ful

ler administration of a better covenant challenging and tak

ing its own place.

Query 7. If the seventh day's sabbath bo not moral, but

an abrogated ceremony., now since the death of Christ; then

wherefore should our Saviour instruct his beloved apostle*,

that they must instruct the Christian churches to pray, Mat.
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xxiv. 20. that they might not flee on the sabbath, knowing

that their flight would fall out more than thirty years after

his death ?

Ans. Great was the hardship the Jews underwent in the

siege of Jerusalem, by that apprehension of theirs that they

ought not to do any work (not so much as of defending

themselves) on the sabbath; which hardship such disciples

of Christ among the Jews, as could not easily be drawn ofF

from the law and Jewish observations, but still were for cir

cumcision, and keeping of an outward sabbath, might be

liable to. Now Christ, and the apostles after him, were not

hasty to withdraw them from such things, but for a time

bore with them therein; insomuch that Paul circumcised

Timothy, and became to the Jews as a Jew; and to them

that were under the law, as under the law himself also.

But the strength of the query seems to lie in this, That it

should bear the name of sabbath from Christ's own mouth, in re

lafion to somewhat which should happen on it more than thirty

years after it should cease to be sabl.ath. To which my answer

is plain, that that may as well bear the name of sabbath,

as Jerusalem, or the temple, bear the name of the holy

place, ver. 15. of the same chap. For Jerusalem and the

temple did as much cease to be the holy place above thirty

years after those words were spoken, as the Jewish sabbath

could cease to be the sabbath.

Now for the sakes of such as have been truly exercised in

their spirits by the Spirit of the Lord (and have felt the pow

erful work of his grace, and a building raised up by him),

and may yet be further exercisesI, I shall add this. Jerusa

lem was a type of an inward building in the spirits of God's

people; both in its rearing up, in its situation, in its stand

ing, in God's dealing with it all the time of its standing;

and lastly, in its downfall and utter desolation. There is an

appearance and building of God in tho spirits of his people,

which is to give way to, and be swallowed up in, a fuller

and higher appearance. But the fleshly spirit, getting into

this building, will not give way to the further and more in

ward and spiritual appearance of the Spirit, but will havo

Vol. II.— 5
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the first building stand as the building, and will entertain

no further appearance of God, than as it can comprehend it,

subject it, and afford it a place in the first building. Here

upon God distresaeth Ariel, even the city which David built

(saying within his heart; surely " that which I have built will

I break down, and that which I have planted will I pluck

up, even this whole land, so he causeth the overflowing

scourge to pass, even over thy whole land, O Emanuel ").

Now when the enemy enters within the holy city, and with

in the holy temple, it is time to flee, and exceeding great

distress will befall that disciple, whose flight is either in the

winter or on the sabbath day. Do not imagine at this; but

if the Lord open it not at present, wait his season; for the

thing is true and sealed, both by the openings of the light

eternal, and bv sensible exercises and experiences from that

light.

Thus I have answered such of the queries as concern the

seventh day's sabbath. Such as seem to argue the unwar-

rantableness of observing the first day of the week for a sab

bath, I leave to those to whom they are tendered (and of

whom an answer seems so conscientiously and zealously de

sired, as I do not see how it can be reasonably neglected or

denied), that by weighty evidence of Scripture he may be

reduced, if he hath erred ; but if not, but it be truth which

he hath therein held forth, the Lord may be honored in

men's bowing and subjecting to every truth of his, by what

instruments soever it pleaseth him to make it manifest.
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•

AN

EPISTLE

TO

ALL SUCH AS OBSERVE THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE WEEK, FOB

THK SABBATH OF THK LORD.

In true love to your souls, and in the fear of the Lord, I

have a few things to lay before you, that the simplicity in

you may not be deceived, and ye err from the way of life,

while ye may be eagerly seeking and pressing towards it:

for notwithstanding that, if with the wrong eye ye be search

ing into Scripture, ye must needs mis-read, mis-understand,

and mis-practise; and so thereby will still be running fur

ther and further from God, even while ye think ye are draw

ing nigher towards him. Be persuaded, therefore, seriously

to consider (out of the wisdom from which God hides, in

the babish simplicity of his begetting, where the true life

springs) these few things following.

1. That the whole law of Moses (the ten words, as well as

the institutions about sacrifices and worship) was added be

cause of transgression. Gal. iii. 19.

2 That the whole law (the ten words, as well as the sac

rifices) was representations, figures, or shadows, of some

what relating to Christ, the seed ; subservient to the promise,

not making perfect, but pointing to, and making,way for,

the bringing in of the better hope. Gal. iii. 21. Heb. vii. 19.

The law of the commandments, or the ten words; did no

more make perfect, than the other shadows or sacrifices did.

bnt with them made way for the better hope, towards which

they were to lead their scholar, or disciple, as school-master',
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8. That the whole dispensation of the law was given to

the Jews, and not to the Gentiles. Rom. ix. 4. And so not

any thing there written bindeth the Gentiles (as there writ

ten), hut only the Jews. God had another way of making

his mind known to the Gentiles. Rom. i. 19. —ii. 15. Ac-

wording to which he would judge them. ver. 12. And not

by the law written, which was given to the Jews, which

spake not tar the Gentiles, but to the Jews, who were under

it. Rom. iii. 19.

4. That the duration of this dispensation of Moses' law in

the letter, was till Christ, the seed, should come and fulfil

it. Gal. Iii. 19. and 24, 25. Moses' family, with all the laws

thereof, were to prepare for Christ, the seed, and to give-

way to him when he came; for when that dispensation,

which was figured out, is come; then that dispensation

which did figure it out, is at an end. Heb. 8. 5, 6. Christ

came to do the will, to keep and fulfil the whole law, and

so to put an end to that dispensation of it. Psa. xl. Rom.

x. 4. And so he tuketh away the first administration of the

law, which wais in the letter, that he might establish the

second, which is in the Spirit. Hcb. x. 9. 2 Cor. iii .7—11.

This then is the truth, as it is in Jesus, concerning this

thing; That Christ coming in the flesh, and fulfilling all

the righteousness (as well of the ten commandments as of

the sacrifices) puts an end to that dispensation wholly; so

that henceforth both Jews and Gentiles are to cottie to him,

to hear his voice; "This is my beloved Son, hear him."

And Moses fotetold, that when that prophet came, he was

to be heard in all things; whose whole ministration was

but to figure out what the Son was afterwards to fulfil in

Spirit, Hcb. ill. o. who would be faithful to give forth the

entire law and substance of life to his house or family of be

lievers, as Moses was faithful to give the entire shadow to

his house or family, of that nation of the Jews. ver. 6. So

that here, in the gospel, Christ being come, the new cove

nant and law in the Spirit takes place, and not the old cove

nant or law in the letter. And this law is more inward, more

full, more close, more spiritual, and more lasting, than the
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ministration of Moses" law t® them of old time was. Gal. iii.

25, &c. And it is the ministration of this law of the Spirit,

which is not to pass away from the disciples of Christ, un

til all be fulfilled; but is to remain a sword against every

lust and desire of the flesh in them, until they all, with the

very root of them, be thereby cut down. Mat. iii. 12. Heb.

iv. 12. Mat. v. 17, 18.

Quest. But what were the ten commandments a figure or

shadow of?

Ans. The tables of stone were a representation or figure

of the fleshly tables of the heart, wherein the new law of the

covenant of life is written.

The writing of the law of commandments in the tables of

etone was a figure of the writing of the new law by the fin

ger of God's Spirit in the heart. The outward writing in

the outward tables was a figure of the inward writing in the

inward tables.

The law itself of commandments, which was written in

those tables, was a figure of the law of life which is to be

written in these tables.

And this law thus received, thus written, is easily fulfilled ;

whereas, the law in the letter, because of the weakness of

the flesh, was very hard to be fulfilled, and generally proved

a hand-writing of ordinances against the Jews: for he that

was guilty of one, was guilty of all, and so upon every trans

gression had the force and strength of the whole law against

him. And whosoever now runs back to the law in the let-

ter, to take up any command as held forth in it, and so

making himself a debtor thereto, will be found a breaker

thereof in spirit, even one that hath more gods than the

Lord, a maker of images, or likenesses of things in heaven,

or things in earth, if not of both; a taker of the name in

vain, a profaner of the sabbath, &e. For he that hath not

received the law of the Spirit oflifo in Christ Jesus, know-

• •th not the Lord of life to be the only true God, but mak-

eth images in his mind, and takcth his name in vain, not

feeling the living power thereof; nor can keep his sabbath

(eeasThg from ein, forbearing his own works, his own willing

6*
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and running, and entering into the rest of the gospel): for

there is but one day of rest holy to the Lord ; all the sab

baths of the law were but signs of it, having but a signifi

cative or representative holiness; but the day of redemption

which the Lord hath made, Psa. cxviii. 24. (in which his re

deemed rejoice, and rest to him) that hath the true holiness.

This was it which came by Christ, the other came by Moses.

John i. 17. Moses' family or children were to keep that

day (that was the day for the servants, who were to be ex

ercised under the shadows), but the believers are to keep

this day in the Spirit, to enter into this rest by the faith.

Hob. iv. and to worship the Father in it, in the Spirit and

iu the truth, on the mountain of his holiness, John iv. 23.

whereof the other mountain, temple, worship, and day were

but a shadow.

Now the sum or substance of this law of the Spirit may

outwardly be signified in divers short words; as love, that

comprehends the whole of it: so doth fear; there is the

whole wisdom and course of the life comprehended also;

or thus, "Thou shall not lust," (thus it was administered to

Paul, Rom. vii.) or thou shall "keep the sabbath," or "be

lieve in the light, follow the light." The observing of any

one of these in the Spirit, is the keeping of the law; for

•ivory breach of the law is out of the love, out of the fear;

a lust of the fleshly spirit, a transgression of the sabbath, or

.spiritual rest to God; out of the light, and out of the faith.

But if ye will read this in the Spirit, and come to the true

righteousness of the faith, which is received in the obedi

ence of faith to the law of the Spirit, ye must come to the

word of faith; to which Paul directs, Rom. x. 0. by the

hearing whereof is the justification, and not by a bare be

lieving that Christ's blood was shed; for it is the virtue of

the blood which saves; which virtue is in the living word,

and is full and received in hearing, believing, and obeying

that word, thereby bringing into unity and conformity with

him, both in hU death, and in his resurrection and life.

This is the only way to life; bo not deceived; there is not,

nor ever was, any other. Oh, wait on the Lord in his fear!
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that it may be opened to you, and that slain in you which

cannot bear the straitness thereof, and .with which there is

no erring.

From a friend to your eternal peace,

ISAAC PENINGTON the Younger.

SOME QUERIES.

SKXT IN WRITING, (UPON OCCASION OF AN EPISTLE DIRECTED

TO ALL SUCH AS OBRERVE THE SEVENTH DAY

OF THE WEEK FOR A SABBATH)

ANSWERED.

Query 1. IF the whole law of Moses, the law of the ten

commandments, as well as the law of sacrifices, were both

added upon one and the same account for transgressions;

then why doth the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures lay forth

such an antiphitical use of them (I suppose he means anti-

typical), the one that sin might abound, Rom. v. 20. the

other sacrificing for sin? Hob. ix. 7, 8, 9.

Ans. That the law of Moses was added because of trans

gression, is manifest from that scripture qnoted by me in

my epistle, as well as from other scriptures; and one end

why it was added in relation to transgression, was, that the

offence might abound, which would make the sacrifice of

propitiation for sin appear more necessary and more accept

able. And the sacrifices also relate to the sinner, some re-

furring to the sin committed, others to the thankfulness and

acknowledgment due for the peace, mercy, and blessings of

<Jod towards his poor, sinful, erring creatures; both which

were to last till the time of reformation from the sin. Heb.

ix. 10. Gal. iii. 19. (But that they were both added upon
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one and the same account, that I did not affirm ; that is wrong

fully put upon me.)'

Now though both these were added because of transgres

sion, yet they had not both the same use and service in re

lation to transgression, but the one was added to discover

sin, and to make it appear exceeding sinful, Rom. v. 20.

the other to blot it out, to take it away, to make atonement

for it; which the sacrifices did, making the sinner upright

and perfect as relating to that outward state and capacity,

though they could not as pertaining to the conscience. Heb.

ix. 9.

Query 2. If the whole law, the ten commandments, as

well as the sacrifices, were representations, figures, or shad

ows of somewhat relating to Christ, the seed ; then what did

they in general, or cither of them in particular, represent,

figure, or shadow forth, before they were written in tables

of stone, or since they were written in tables of stone, more

of Christ then than now?

Ans. That the ten words were some of the precepts of

Moses, and appertaining to the first testament or covenant,

all which precepts were sprinkled with blood, cannot be de

nied. And the apostle distingnisheth the precepts of MOKCS

under the law, which were sprinkled with the blood of the

sacrifices under the law, Heb. vii. 19. from the precepts of

Christ which he writes in other tables, chap. x. 16. which

also are sprinkled with blood, but not with the blood of

bulls and goats, but with his own blood; and he that re

ceives any of these precepts out of the blood of Christ, can

not truly and spiritually obey them, though he may strive

much to form his spirit into the obedience thereof. Now

the time and season of their signification was the timo

which God allotted them under the law, wherein was the use

of signs; but the gospel is a state of substance, of bringing

the life and immortality into the heart, and into the posses

sion of believers, which the state of the law shadowed. So

that they are not signs since the gospel, since Christ put an

end to the law-signs, shadows, and figures, nor yet before

the law to believers, so far as they were in the new covenant;
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ward state, and as to all their hope from that covenant; so

he that comes to receive the ministration of the law of the

Spirit, will find the curse as abundantly inwardly? even till

that be cut down by the sword of the Spirit, which the

curee is to; and that brought into dominion, to which is the

promise and blessing. So that the Gentiles find as great

need to be redeemed from the curse inwardly, which the in

ward law brings upon the transgressor, as the Jews did out

wardly; yea, and find a more heavy burthen and load than

ever the Jews did outwardly. Paul, when he was alive in

the outward administration of the Jaw, not being acquaint

ed with the inward, he knew little of the curec ; he was ac

cording to it blameless, Phil. iii. 6. but when he came to

receive the living light of the spiritual administration of it

into his spirit, then he felt the burthen, and weight and

misery of sin, and the curse indeed; and cried out, "O

wretehed man, who shall deliver?"

Query 5. If the duration of the dispensation of Moses'

law in the letter was till Christ, the seed, should come and

fulfil it, and the dispensation of Moses' law (so stated with

out distinction) between that that was perpetual, and that

that was ceremonially vanishing, and so in the fulfilling of it

besides; then what law or commandments that or they were,

which, while Moses' dispensation was in full force, is paid

to be perpetually sure, to stand fast for ever and for ever,

as Psa. x. xi. 7, 8. and when Christ, the seed, was'come, and

had fulfilled all that the Father had appointed him to do,

was established, lioiu. iii. 31. and not one jot or tittle of it

to pass so long as heaven and earth remain ? Mat. v. 18. and

Luke xvi. 17.

Ans. That distinction between something in Moses' law

being perpetual, and something ceremonial, is not sound

and proper in this place; for all that was under Moses' law

was but a shadow, a» in that dispensation; and that testa

ment was dedicated with blood (with the blood which was

a shadow) which related to every precept. Heb. ix. 18, IP.

and it was all substantial and perpetual in what it signified

and related to. The sacrifice!* were substantial in that saori-
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fice which they signified, as well as the law and precepts

were substantial in the law and precepts which they signi

fied. And as the first covenant pointed at a second cove

nant, so the laws of the first covenant pointed at the law of

the second covenant, the ministration whereof is from the

Mediator of that covenant, and they come into the heart

sprinkled with his blood. Now the law or commandment,

which, even under that dispensation, was to be perpetual

and last forever, was "the word in the heart," and the laws

thereof, Deut. xxx. 14. which Moses by especial order from

God, and according to the tenor of another covenant, di

rected the Jews to. ver. 4. For the law, as administered

by Moses, in the letter, is not perpetual or eternal ; but as

it comes from the Spirit, and is administered in the Spirit,

eo it is spiritual and eternal. That-administration was fitted

to that people; and, we know, the Lord, if he had pleased,

could have given a fuller administration of his law in the

letter than that was, as Christ plainly intimates divers times.

Mat. v. But if it had been ever so full, yet the administra

tion of it in the letter is to give place to the administration

of it in the Spirit; so that the administration of it in the

letter is not perpetual, but for the time which God allotted

it; but the administration of itain the Spirit is eternal and

perpetual, and there it remains an eternal light, witness,

and sword against sin and the transgressor. And thus it is

established in the hands of the Spirit, after the season of

that ministration of it in the letter was ended; and thus not

one jot or tittle of it was to pass away, after the other min

istration, with every jot and tittle of it, was ended.

Query 6. If the coming of Christ in the flesh ; and his ful

filling all the righteousness of the law ; and being foretold

by Moses to be that prophet that was to be heard in all

things (which is not denied by us); but if by these he put

»n end to the law of the ten commandments, and gave forth

another law to his house or family ; then what law that is,

and whether it be contrary to that law that he with the

Father gave forth, a* Deut. jwxlii. 2. with Psa. Ixxx. 17.
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which now is in gospel ministration holy, just, good, as Rom.

vii. 12. and spiritual, ver. 14.

Ans. It is the law of the Spirit, or the light of the Spirit in

the heart, which discovers sin (not only in the outward acts,

but in its principle, rise, first motions, and inward nature),

giving forth his living commands against it. This is the law

now, in which the believer is to begin, Gal. iii. 3. and ac

cording to which he is to go on to perfection. For as the

believer is begotten of the Spirit, and born of the Spirit, so

he is to receive the ministration of his law from the Spirit,

and in the Spirit. He receives a gift of faith, a measure of

faith from the eternal spring of life, and that is his law.

His law is the law of failh. The light of life, which he re

ceives in the faith, opens the mind and will of Christ to him

in the Spirit, showing him both sin, and also the things of

God more fully than the law of Moses could, though opened

by the Spirit; for it is a fuller, a deeper kind of ministra

tion, and so opens the things which it ministers more fully

than a ministration of an inferior nature can. Yet it is not

contrary to Moses' law, but comprehends all the substance,

all the righteousness and equity of it (as I said before),

which it as a shadow represented, and commanded to that

outward or shadowy people, the Jews. But the law which

Paul spake of, Rom. vii. was the law of the Spirit, or such u

ministration of the law as Paul knew not, all the while he

was under the ministration of Moses' law blameless; but

this law found out sufficient blame in him. ver. 14. &c.

Query 7. If Jesus Christ, as he is the Son, gave forth an

other law to his house or family ; and that law contrary to

that that the Father gave forth ; then whether there are not

two lawgivers, when the Scriptures say there is but one.

James iv. 12.

Ans. The substance, when it is shadowed out, or when it

is nakedly dispensed, is one and the same thing; so that

whenever it comes, it cannot be another thing than what

the shadow represented it to be. Moses' dispensation and

Christ's are one in Spirit; and when he cometh in Spirit,

he doth not destroy either Moses or the prophets, but com
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prebends them ; so that the law is but one, although the

dispensations of it have been various; but the proper dis

pensation of the law now to Christians is Christ's dispensa

tion, not Moses' dispensation; and Christians are now to

look for light and knowledge of it in the tables where Christ

writes it, according to his covenant. Ho that there have not

been two laws given out, but the one law of God hath been

variously dispensed ; in and according to the letter by Moses

to the Jewa; in and according to the Spirit by Christ to his

disciples.

Query 8. If the tables of stone, the writing of the law of

the ten commandments in the tables, and the law of the ten

commandments itself which was written, were figures or

representations; then whether the finger of God's Spirit

doth write the law of God two ways, in the inward table (so

called); namely, in the heart of Christ's family; in one way.

whilst Moses' dispensation was on foot. 1'sa. xxxvii. 31.

For the Psalmist speaks in the present tense (which was

under that dispensation): now is it another way in this lat

ter dispensation expressed? 2 CoV. iii. 3.

Query 9. If two ways, then how doth the finger of God's

Spirit write tltom these ways?

Ans. The eternal covenant was the same under the law

as under the gospel : and its tables were the heart then, as

well as now; and its way of writing the same then as now,

even 'by the finger of God's power or eternal Spirit: and

thither the .lows were even then referred for the inward

writing of thy law. Dear. xxx. 14. So that they who truly

hearkened even to Moses, were to wait on this word, which

was nigh in the heart, for the writing of his laws there.

And they that hearkened to this law, which endureth for

ever, knew the writing thereof in their hearts: whereas the.

Jews, who were very diligent to get the law into their

hearts from the letter, could never thereby attain the writ

ing of it there; but wore still found breakers of it, and

under that curse which belonged to the breach. Abraham,

Isaac, and Jacob, David and the prophets, knew the inward

Jew, who becomes so by the inward covenant, and bv the

Vol. II.— 6
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imvnnl dispensation of the law in that covenant; and the

law which was after the promise could not disannul the

promise which was before it: hut it stood good and firm to

the children, even to all the spiritual seed, the whole time

of that outward dispensation of the law.

Query 10. If not, then how doth the writing of the law in

tables of stone represent the writing of the law in the tables

of the heart; seeing the tables of the heart were wrote upon

by the finger of God's Spirit, whilst the tables of stone were

in full force, and the dispensation had not ceased?

Ans. Though the tables of atone, or law thereof, were in

force to that outward people of God, the Jews; yet this did

not destroy his inward people, nor his inward tables in their

hearts, nor hinder him from writing his inward law there;

but the inward and eternal covenant ran underneath to

them inwardly, (even all the time of their outward dispen

sation) whereby they were made inwardly righteous and

obedient to God. And as God had particularly directed,

by Moses, to the word and commandment of that covenant,

so he would not fail to write it thereby in the hearts of such

us turned to the word and commandment. So that this

was the law which God wrote in the heart even then, and

was always the inward substance, while as Moses' dispensa

tion was but an outward sign thereof.

Query 11. If the law of the ten commandments itself,

which enjoined love and duty to God, and love and duty to

man, as Mat. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. was or is a figure of an

other ; then what law that is that is the anti-type of this law,

which in succeeding of it, enjoins not love and duty to God,

and not love and duty to man ?

Ans. This query ariseth from a great mistake, as if the

•law in the letter and the law in the Spirit could not require

the same thing; whereas they do require the very same

thing in substance, but several ways, according to the differ

ence of each administration ; to wit, the one literally, of a

literal or outward people; the other spiritually, of a spir

itual or inward people; the one requires love according to

the tenor of the letter, the other according to the Spirit.



ISAAC PENINUTOX. .- 63

(incry 12. If the owning of the ten commandments, as

they are plainly laid down in the letter, be a breaking of

them in the Spirit, and especially those contained in the

first table; then how doth the truth of God written, which

is life and truth, Acts vii. 38. and Ecel. xii. 10. and the

Spirit which is given forth, meet together; seeing the Spirit

leads and guides into all truth?

Ans. I do not know any who have said, "that the owning

of the ten commandments, an they are plainly laid down in

the letter, is a breaking of them in the Spirit; " but he that

hath the Spirit owneth the dispensation of the letter in its

place aud season : but the Spirit doth not teach them to run

from his own dispensation (where it is livingly administered

to such as wait on the eternal Word in his covenant of life

for it), to that dispensation which was appointed for, and

given forth to, others. Hut that the truth, as it is written

(outwardly), is life, I do not read ; but otherwise, 2 Cor. iii.

6. where 1'aul saith, the letter killeth (speaking of the letter

of the New Testament). The Spirit indeed guides into all

truth ; hut it is th« living soul whom he so guides, and it is

the living truth into which he guides in the new covenant;

though it was he also who gave forth, required, and was

able to lead into, the letter of the old covenant.

Query 18. Whether, *vhen Jehovah gave forth the tea

commandments plainly as a law in the letter, he did intend,

by the observation according to the letter, the breach of

them by the Spirit?

Ans. The Spirit doth not teach to break the commands

in the ll'tter; but such as are under the ministration of the

letter, to observe them according to the letter: and such as

are under the ministration of the Spirit, to fulfil the right

eousness of them in the Spirit. Vet the Son of man is

"Lord of the sabbath;" and if he bid a man "take up his

bed and wulkt" which was bearing a burden and doing of

work on the sllbbnth-day, it if* Jio breach of the sabbath.

Now this is tnost righteous; that as tho Son's rest should

be entered Into tmder the gospel, so the day of rest should

be kept by his didelpleS and family.
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Query 14. Whether to say, the keeping tiic law of God

according to the letter is a breaking of it in the Spirit, ho

not a charging of God, that gave it forth to he kept, and the

Holy Spirit that incites us so to do now in this administra

tion, James ii. 8. and says they do well that do so; and yet

thou sayest they break it in Spirit: but tell us by any one

scripture, how iv man, assisted by the Spirit to own Jehovah

alone to be his God according to the letter of the first com

mandment, doth break the command in the Spirit? Or so

the like of any other of them.

Ans. This query is altogether from a mistake; for it was

not said by me, that "the keeping the law of God according

to the letter is a breaking of it in the Spirit;" but that he

that "runs back to the law in the letter, to take up any

command as held forth in it, will be found a breaker thereof

in Spirit." And for-this, the Jews in general, and 1'aul in

particular, may be my instances; who was exceeding strict

according to the letter of the law, but yet was a grievous

breaker of it in Spirit; and did not love his neighbor as

himself, but, in a blind zeal, was a bitter persecutor! and if

the Jews had taken that direction of Moses, Dent. xXX. 14.

the observation of the law in the letter might have been

more easy to them. So that the turning towards, and re

ceiving the Word in the heart, from whence the letter came,

is the only way to fulfil the letter; and the law is not so

much as to be known, much less fulfilled, by running to the

letter of it in the first place. And this I certainly know,

that there is no coming to the Lord of life, nor no keeping

chaste to him, but in the new covenant, and in the light of

the Lord, as it is there dispensed: and till then, the mind

cannot forbear making of images and false representations

of him to itself; though being from the light of this cove

nant, it cannot discern that it doth so, no more than Paul,

by the letter of the law, conld discern that he was a breaker

thereof in his violent persecutions.

Query 15. Whether the prophets, Jesus Christ, or the

apostles, by their keeping the law according to the letter

(that they did so is evident), did break the law in the Spirit?



ISAAC PENINGTON. 65

An*. The prophets were under the law as to their out

ward state; though inwardly not without feeling the virtue

of the new covenant. Christ also was made under the law,

and took upon him the fulfilling of that dispensation of Mo-

see, that he might bring the believing Jews from under it

into the liberty of the Spirit; that they might receive tho

adoption of sous, and the tree ministration which was ap.

pointed for the sons, and might not be held under that min

istration of bondage which was appointed for the servants,

And the apostle bids believers to stand fast in the libertv

wherewith Christ had made them free, not making them

selves debtors to the law. Gal. v. 1. For they were children

of the promise, children of New Jerusalem, the free woman,

children of the new covenant, and not children of Mount

•Sinai, the old covenant, the law in the letter, ohap. Iv. 15, Ifi.

Query W. If there be but one day of rest holy to the Lord,

and all the sabbaths of the law were but si^ns of it, that is
C3

said to be the day of redemption which the Lord hath made :

then whether that day be a day natural, one of the seven

days of the week, which cither respects the day on which

our Redeemer suffered, or that on which he rose again from

the dead, or any other?

Ans. As tho gospel is not natural, but spiritual : so its

day of rest I* not natural, but spiritual likewise. Yea, I

may add thl« also, the six days' work in the new creation

is not natural either.

Query 17. If not so, but that it should be intended appli

cable to the day or time of the gospel-administration from

the time that Christ suffered in the flesh unto the end of the

world: then whether this day, that is intended as a sabbath,

is one with that day that the Scriptures intend and call a

sabbath, which Christ himself gave his disciples chanjc to

have respect unto in their flight. Mat. xxiv. 20.

Ans. The supposition here put, demonstrates that those

that put it have no acquaintance with the gospel-sabbath:

but propose another outward time for it, even the time from

Christ's suffering in the flesh, to the end of the world. No\v

if any should so aflirm, it were as justlv to be exceptod

6*
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against, as pressing the observation of the Jews' sabbath is.

That which signifieth is outward or natural, and signifieth

to that part which is without: that which is signified is in

ward and spiritual, and is known, entered into, kept, and

enjoyed in the Spirit. It is a spiritual sabbath, not a natu

ral, which God hath instituted for his spiritual people, after

l^e hath led them out of spiritual Egypt, and teacheth them

to worship him in Spirit and in truth.

Query 18. If they intend one and the same sabbath-day,

then how impossible was it for the disciples of Christ to es

cape fleeing on that sabbath-day, though ever so fervent in

prayer, in regard that this sabbath spoken of, began when

Christ had suffered, and put an end to the dispensation ot"

Moses' law: and the flight spoken of by Christ, which re-

spwts the Lord's sabbath, was not until many years after

Christ's sufferings.

Aus. The supposed sabbath being before denied, the

foundation of this query fails.

Christ's sabbath is not an outward time or day in the flesh :

but a day in the Spirit; even a day of rest from all the la

bors of the fleshly part. But this was spoken to before, in

the answer to the last of W. Salter's queries, whereto I may

add this: Christ spake to his disciples of things as they wow

able to bear them. Now as they understood not his death,

so then they understood not the abolishing of those thing*

which were to pass away after his death; so that Christ

might very well call Jerusalem the holy place, and the sev

enth day the sabbath, speaking to them in that state.

Query 19. If they intend not one and the same sabbath-

day, then which are the disciples of Christ to have respect

unto; whether that that Jesus Christ enjoined his disciple

to have respect unto, or that that Isaac Penington would

enjoin the disciples to have respect unto?

Ans. This query hath very little in it, aavo to show the

unsavoriness of the spirits of them that put it, and their

want of acquaintance with the ministration of the Spirit.

They that know the gospel-sabbath (which is the substance

of the law-sabbath) can tell who enjoined it them; and can
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also tell that he hath not required of them the observation

i if the Jews' sabbath. But they that are born after the letter

have been always subject to revile and reproach the truths

of the Spirit, and those that testify thereto.

Query 20. If the Lord's holy sabbath be that day which we

may suppose is intended, by this paper sent unto us, to be

the day that contains the time of gospel administration ;

then whether that sabbath doth prohibit outward labor, as

well as abstaining from sin? If not, then which way must

this sabbath be kept? seeing that they that did and do ob

serve the weekly sabbath, did and do it in the spirit, and

rest by faith in Christ, worshipping the Father in Spirit and

in truth.

Ans. The goapel-sabbath begins not in the observation of

outward time; but as it is spiritual, so it hath a spiritual be

ginning, increase, and perfecting, wherein there is a rest to

the spirit from sin, and from the crcaturely works, and a

worshipping in the Spirit; even as on the outward sabbath

there was a bodily ceasing from labors, and an outward wor

shipping. And he that hearoil i the joyful sound of deliver

ance tram sin and self-working, and entereth into the faith

^beginning to cease from his own works and working,

and to wait in the Spirit on the power for its working in

him), hath a taste of the gospel-sabbath, and begin ncth to

see that day which the type pointed to, and ends in.

Query 21. If that that was ministered to Paul, Rom. vii.

thou shalt keep the sabbath, or believe in the light, follow

the lii^ht, and the observing of either of these in the Spirit,

W a keeping the whole law; then how arc the Scriptures ob-*

served, if the keeping of one commandment be a keeping

the whole law, when the Holy Spirit in Scripture says, that

h*• that offends in one point, is guilty of all ? James ii. 10.

Ans. I did not say, that the keeping of one commandment

i-! the keeping of the whole law; but that the observing in

Spirit nny one of those there mentioned by me, is the keep

ing of the law: which was not barely said, but demonstrat

ed ; because no part of the law can be broken, but every

one of these must be broken. He that commits any sin



f-8 THE WORKS OF

breaks the gospel-sabbath, which is a resting from all sin

and self-works; errs from the law of love received in the

Spirit, which shuts out all enmity and transgression both

against God and man; departs from the fear, which keeps

from departing from God by any iniquity; and enters into

the hist, where is the womb of sin, out of the compass of

which womb sin cannot be conceived, much less committed.

So that Paul, in that law received from the spirit, thou shall

not lust, saw the whole body of sin struck at; whereas be

fore, under the ministration of Moses in the letter (accord

ing to which he said he was blameless) there was not BO

much as the life of one sin struck at; but for all his exact

answering of the law according to that ministration, he was

alive still. To decide this controversy, let it be put to trial ;

let any one singly wait on the Lord tor the administration

of his law in the Spirit, and if thu Lord give forth that com

mand to him, "Thou shalt not lust," in the clearness of tho

light of his eternal Spirit, let him try, if, continuing in obe

dience and subjection thereto, he can commit any one sm

whatsoever, f do not say, that a man's proposing to himself

that he will not lust, or his striving of himself to love and

fear the Lord, or his applying himself to keep the sabbath,

or rest from sin, to the Lord, will do this: nay, this is but

an administration in the letter, and will prove weak against

the inward strength of the enemy; but receiving the law in

its pure, living administration in the Spirit, and from the

Spirit, here comes strength against tho enemy, which is too

hard for him, while it is abode in. And this the Apostle

*l'aul taught the Gulatinns, who were running backward

toward the law, and not forward in the Spirit: he bids them

"walk in the Spirit." Gal. v. 25. And so doing, as they

should not be under the law, ver. 18. so neither should they

be breakers of the law: for within those bounds sin enters

not, but is kept out; not so much as a lust against the law

being there known, much less any open transgression

against it: and against such as thus keep within the bounds

of the Spirit there is no law, ver. 22, 2-i. but against all that

make themselves debtors to the law of the letter, there
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stand in force both the law of the letter, and of the Spirit

also; and they catmot, in that state, be free from the con

demnation and curse thereof, whatsoever they may imagine

• •oncoming themselves, and their own state, from a misun

derstanding and misapplication of the Scriptures.

THE FIRST LETTER ANSWERED.

THERE is a double ministration of the law: a ministra

tion in the letter, and a ministration in the Spirit. The

ministration of the letter was by Moses, from Mount Sinai,

in tables of stone, to that outward people, the Jews: the

ministration of the Spirit is by Christ, from Mount Zion, in

tabies of flesh, to believers, or his disciples. Now this is it

which the Lord hath made manifest to me, that the disci

ples of Christ, or believers, are to huve recourse to their

administration for the receiving of the law from the Spirit,

and not to run back to that ministration which was literal

and outward, and fitted to a literal and outward peopl «.-,

This was more fully set down in my epistle in several par

ticulars. Now in opposition to this, it is said,

First, That all, written in that epistle, makes no more at

:ill against a gospel, spiritual observing in love the seventh

day sabbath to the Lord, than they make against a gospel,

spiritual observing of the other nine commandments.

Ans. My epistle striketh not at a gospel, spiritual obser.

vation of any thing; but he that will obey spiritually, must

receive his command from the Spirit, in that way which the

Spirit hath chosen to dispense it to him. Now the same

Spirit which wrote his law in the letter under the old cove

nant, writeth his law in the hearts of believers under the '

new covenant, Heb. viii. 10. which is a better covenant, and

of which covenant Christ is the mediator, ver. 6. and Christ

is as faithful to give forth the laws of his Spirit in the hearts

of his people, as their condition requires them, as Moses was
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to give the law written in the tables of stone to his house.

Heb. iii. 5, 6. And as Moses pointed his disciples to Christ

coming in the flesh, so Christ pointed believers, or disciples,

to the Comforter, the Spirit of truth: first to wait for him,

and then to receive light or his law of life from him: and

this is gospel, or new covenant, even that which the Spirit

speaks or writes in the heart: and this hath power in it,

and saveth; whereas the letter killeth.

Now consider seriously, whither should a believer go for

these laws? To which covenant? To Moses' covenant,

or to Christ's covenant?

Secondly, That all these comniiinds, being holy and good,

are to be loved, and in love to be observed, &c.

Ans. All the statutes, and judgments, and ordinances, and

precepts of the Lord are holy and good, and are to be loved ;

but each is to be obedient to that which God requires of

him, and to have. recourse to that ministration of the law

of God to him, tmder Which God hath set him. He that

believes, he that hath received the Spirit, is to have recourse

to the law of faith, and to the Spirit, tor his light or law:

he who was under the law of Moses, Was to have reconrse to

the law of Moses; for the law of Moses spnke to them who

were under it in his famtly, giving forth the precepts, or the

commandments of that dispensation, to them who weiv

itnder his testament. Heb. ix. 20. And Christ speaks to

his family by his Spirit, whom his disciples are tn hearken

unto, and not to grieve him, or quench his motion*, or de

spise his prophesyings; but give diligent heed thereto, until

the day dawn, and the day-strir arise in their hearts.

Now to obey in love doth not make the distinction of the

ministrations; for love belongeth to each ministration. The

Jews, in their day, were to obey the law in love, nlld to

have it in their hearts. Dent. vi. 5, 6. Bnt this makes the

difference, the Jews were to seek to the letter for It; the

disciple is to receive it from the Spirit; tin- he is to begin hi

the Spirit, Gal. iii. 8. whereas the Jew's beginning wiw in

the letter. And this is obedience in the newness of the

Spirit, when the law is received fresh from the Spirit, who
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both writes new things, and brings to remembrance old

things livingly and powerfully: but to go to Moses' minis

tration, and learn it there, and get it into the heart from

thence, that is according to the old ministration or covenant,

which was given in the letter to the Jews, as may appear in

that place last cited. Dent. vi. 5, 6.

Thirdly, That in the same Spirit and love that we have

the Lord for our God, &c., in the same we are to remember

the sabbath-day to koep it holy.

Aiu. The Lord teaoheth believers to know him to be the

only true God, &e., by the law of the covenant of life in

Chrut Jesus, which he ministers to their spirits in tho

Spirit; whereby he teacheth them so clearly and effectually,

that they need not run back to the tables of Moses' cove

nant, from thence to teach one another to know the Lord;

bat they shall all know him from his teaching, from the

least to the greatest : yea, and I may add this; this cove

nant, by its ministration, teacheth more clearly than the

ministration of Moses' law in the letter could teach. IIeb.

viii. 10, 11. They that have been with Moses, and have

learned the law of him, under the ministration of his cove

nant, have yet need of coming to Christ; but they that

have been with Christ, and have learned the law of his

Spirit, by the teachings of the new covenant in their hearts,

have not need of being sent back to Moses. Moaes point.

stH forward to Christ ; but Christ (oven in the flesh) send-

eth not his disciples from his own dispensation back to Mo

ses (though he also established the dispensation of Moses

tor its season), but pointeth them forward to the Comforter,

or to his appearance in th0 Spirit. And this is the mark of

a Christian, which it is the intent of the letter to direct him

to, and not fop him to fix in the letter, as men have done

since the apostasy from the Spirit.

This argument is further enforced thus, because he that

said the other, said this in the same law and spirit.

Ana. It is true, he that said the other by Moses to the

Jews, said this also to them, and they were strictly bound

thereto; but thuf wluch binds the disciple U the ministra-
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tiou of the new covenant, where Christ writes this law in

tho minds and spirits of his people, by which they arc-

bound, and such as are out of that, the Lord, when he com-

eth to examine them concerning their faith and obedience,

will say to them, "Who hath required this at your hands 'i

Were ye children of the new covenant? Did ye receive

the spirit? Had ye a measure of faith given you? Wert•

ye new creatures? Why did you not keep to your rule?

Why did ye not wait on the spirit, and receive tho law from

the New Jerusalem, from whence it issues forth to the fam

ily of believers? " The Jews were to be taught by precept.*

and judgments from Moses; but "all thy children shall bo

taught of the Lord."

It is said yet further, "so that it" thon keepest the other,

and not this, thou art a transgressor of the ROVAL LAW of

I.IKERTY.

Ans. What is the royal law? What is the law of liberty?

Was the law as it was administered by Moses the royal

Jaw? Or is it the royal law as it is administered by the Son,

who is the King of saints, and writes his law in their hearts,

as their King? Again, was the law, which Moses adminis

tered to the Jews, a law of liberty, or a law of bondage? Did

not the ministration ou Mount Sinai gender to bondage?

Gal. iv. 24. But in the ministration of the law by the Spirit

is life and liberty, ver. '!(,. and 2 Cor. iii. 17. And this very

law^ "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," is royal,

and a law of pure liberty, and there is no bondage in it thus

administered: but let any man now mid it in the letter,

and strive to obey it to the utmost he oan, he shall find it

weak through the flesh, accusing and imbondaging him.

And this is the reason that Christians so mourn in their

prayers, even as persons in bonds, because they know not

the royal law of liberty; because they feel not the lovo

which the Spirit begets, but strive to get the letter into

their hearts, and to answer the commands in the letter with

what love and obedience they can come at; and this

(through not seeing into the true covenant and ministry of

Christ) they cull obeying in the Spirit. The testimony of
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Jesus, Rev. xii. 17. is the Spirit of prophecy, chap. xix. 10:

and his commandments come fresh from that Spirit of proph

ecy, which are to be taken heed to till the d;iy dawn, and

the day-star arise, and then a fuller ministration is wit

nessed than that of prophecy, even the shining and appear

ing of that which was prophesied of, which every believer

is to wait for in the prophecies of the Spirit, and in obedi

ence to tlu.se commands, which come livingly into his heart

from the Spirit of prophecy.

Fourthly, That the fourth command is to be in love kept

by all believers.

AIIB. All the commands of Christ's covenant are to be

kept by believers, accord ing as he pleases to dispense

them under his administration in the new covenant: but

the laws of the old covenant are not the laws of the new cov

enant. :ts so dispensed; but only as they are comprehend

ed in the righteousness which is tanght and required by

the Spirit, which is fuller, stricter, and exaeter than that

which the law of Moses required.

Nor do I hereby go about to teach any to break the

least of Christ's commands, but the way to fulfil them ;

which is by keeping to the certain knowledge and obedi

ence of them, in that ministration where Christ hath prom

ised to dispense and make them known to believers, which

is under the ministry of his own covenant, writing them in

their hearts and minds by his Spirit. And here the keep

ing of all Christ's commands is possible; yea, this is the

only way to have the righteousness of the law fulfilled in

us; for he that keeps the eye which the Spirit hath opened

in him close to the Spirit, shall not be able to break any

law of righteousness, but the righteousness even of Mosea'

law shall be fulfilled in him.

Christ is the rest of the gospel (as he is also the holy

land;: believing is Uie entering into this rest; here is his

sablnith, and tite kui .,iug of it. Keep in the faith, the goa-

pel rest is kept. Parting with every lust that he makes

manifest, observing every thing that this King calls for by

bis Spirit, and waiting tor the further manifestation or

Vol. II.— 7
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shining of the light of his Spirit in the heart: here is the

obedience of the faith, and the holy and spiritual life and

subjection of the living soul to its living King. Here is tho

beginning of a true Christian, his growth, his perfection ;

but as for times, places, persons, &c., these are of another

nature, to another part; even to that part in man which is

to be done away, as he comes into the faith, and into the

reat. Let that which is invisible, whose habitation is out of

the reasoning part, feel and read me in that which is

invisible: for I do not make void the law by faith, or

through publishing the ministry of the Spirit; but establish

it in its ministration in the Spirit to the disciples of Christ;

who keeping to the Spirit, cannot transgress the righteous

ness of it, though they may there learn not to esteem one

day above another, but to esteem every day, no days having

ever had any real holiness in them one above another; but

only a figurative, or representative, which the substance,

Christ and his Gospel, swallows up: for as his day dawns,

those things which were the shadows of it fly away.

THE SECOND LETTER ANSWERED.

Object. 1. IT is said to be "dangerous so to hold forth the

spiritual sabbatism, as to deny the weekly sabbath, wherein

our Lord Jesus Christ rested, &e., and which he blessed

and sanctified to Adam and his posterity," &c.

Ans. The gospel is a state of substance, of fulfilling the

types and shadows of the law, by bringing believers into

the possession of that which they signified of. Canaan was

a type of Christ, who is the land of the living, in whom ev

ery believer hath a habitation at present, according to the

proportion of his faith : and the sabbath is the day of rest,

which every believer is to celebrate to Christ in this holy

land, which he doth by believing and obeying his Spirit in

the faith, which keepeth him out of the sin, the unbelief,

the unrest. But that the sabbuth of the law, the rest there
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of, which pointed to the faith, is still to he held up in the

times of the gospel, I know no scripture which so teachcth,

and I know somewhat which teucheth me otherwise. The

day is dawned, blessed he the Lord God Almighty; the

everlasting day is dawned, mid the shadows of the law are

flown away.

Ohjcct. "J. It is said, that "Ileb. iv. speaks of three rests,

the seventh day, or sabbath rest, Israel's rest in Canaan,

and a remaining rest, whereof David speaks." Psa. xcv.

Ans. I grant it; there were two rests under the law,

which were sigus of the one rest under the gospel. The

two under the law were outward and natural, the one un

der the goapel inward and spiritual, answerable to the state

of the gospel. David was not only acquainted with the law

Btate, hut with the free spirit, (I'salm. li) and the eternal law

thereof. He knew the new creation, the creating of a new

spirit (with its travel through the law) and also the new rest.

He knew the circumcision of the heart, the spiritual sacrifi

ces of a broken heart and of praise; he i-ould take the cup

of salvation, and sing the song of praise to the Lord, which

none can do in the strange land, nor on any olher day

But the day of rest. And he im-ites Israel to this rest, that

they might not harden their hearts against it; but in the

day of their visitation enter into it, by hearkening to the

Word which was nigh them, which gives the entrance

through the faith. ''To-day, if ye will hear his voice, hard

en not your hearts," &c. There is a rest ye are now called

to entor into, as your fathers were called to enter into the

land'of Canaan: harden not your hearts as they did; but

hear the voice, hear the word Which calls to this rest, be

lieve and enter. This rest remains, says the apostle; the

others were types of it under the law state, which was to

pass away.

Object. 3. It is said, "ceremonial signs ore done nway,

but the ten commands under the mercy-seat are of another

nature : and that there are signs which are not yet abolished

(as the rain-bow, sun, moon, and stars), but still remain for

us to make good use of."
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Ans. The mercy-seat under the law is done away, ant}

the substance thereof ia come; and will ye not give him

leave to write his law in the tables which he shall choose,

where his disciples may read it with the eye which he gives?

Is his law now to be read in the shadow, or with the out

ward eye. or to he looked for under the old rnerey-seat of

the outward tabernacle? Or is it to be read with the eye of

the new creature, with the eye of faith, with the eye of the

Spirit, in the everlasting gospel, where the life itself is read,

and in other books or writings without, but tidings or rela

tions of the life? Here Christ, here the Spirit, here the

eternal life, here the love, the joy, the peace, the rest, the

purity, which are eternal, arc seen, are felt, are handled, are

enjoyed: for the true faith is indeed the substance of the

things hoped for, giving victory over the enemies which

disturb, and a quiet habitation in him who is the rest.

And as touching signs, I do.not say that signs are so done

away as that there is HOW no good use to be made of them;

but in reading the law, and shadows thereof, the Lord may

please, by his Spirit, to enlighten the spirit of him who

reads in his fear to see through them: hut this I do not

rind, that so much as any one sign or shadow under the law

was to be continued in that way of service under the gospel;

for indeed to what end should it? When that ia come

which it signifieu, is not its work at an end? And that that

sabbath was given for a sign (as well as any other sabbaths

uf the law) I find expressly. Exod. xxxi. 13 to 18.

Object. 4. It is said, "That though Christ's law be a new

law; yet it is also old, given of old to the Jews." *

Ans. Yea, it is older than so; for it was written in Abel's

and the other holy men's hearts, long before this covenant

of the law in writing was made with the Jews. And con

sider well which is now to stand in the times of the gospel,

the writing of the law by the Spirit in the hearts of believ

ers, as it was written by virtue of the promise before the

law was given, or the outward and visible writing under

the law, which was done for the sake of, and aa a suitable

dispensation for, that outward people. It was not thus from
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the beginning; but after a long time: for when God chose

;ui outward people, he chose also this way of writing to sig

nify somewhat by; which signification is concerning an

other state; in which state, that which was signified is to

be set up and advanced, and not the shadows which were

significant of it.

It is further said, "That the Lord writes these things new

in his people's hearts, to know the Lord, as their God, and

as the God and Father of Jesus Chriat, and as their Father

in him; and to love their brethren as Christ loved them.

And he writes this law also in their hearts, 'Thou shalt

have no other gods but mc; make no image, exalt my

name, keep holy the sabbath,' " &c.

Ana. If G.xl write thoaa thing.* in the heart, are they not

to be read there? If God write thoin in the new covenant,

and in the new tables, shall not I read them there? And if

I can read there in this living book what God writes in it

by Lis Spirit, ia not this nearer to me, and clearer, and read

by a more certain eye, than what I can read with my out

ward eye in tables of stone ? Oh ! do not turn the believer

out of his way: do not hinder him from reading in the

book, v.'hich is clear and infalUNo, the clear and infallible

things of God. Will God write in my heart, and will ho

not give me an eye to read? Shall he give me an eye to

read, and shall I not read therewith? Thou hast hore coa-

feseed this to be the new writing, and the new writing bo-

longs to the new covenant; both which are proper to the

gospel st;ite, and to Christ's mediation, who is Mediator of

the uew covenant. Ileb. viii. 0. "And in that he saith, a

new, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth

and waxet'u old is ready to vanish away.'' ver. 13.

Object. 5. It is said, "That love being the sum and sub

stance of the law of the Spirit, makes no more against the

fourth commandment than against the rost."

Ana. Love ia the substance of them all, and they are all

fulfilled in it; but they are not after this manner fulfilled;

to wit, that a man should strive particularly to keep them in

his eye, and so labor to fulfil them in love; but rather thua.
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in waiting on the Lord, to receive love from him, and to be

kept by him in the love; in this love received they ure all

fulfilled, and cannot be broken, and this is an easy yoke.

This is the new birth, and the path thereof; the other is but

the old creature, with its striving after the path and mher

itance of life. And as this love is the fulfilling of the law,

ijo the heart is the tables of this love, wherein God writeth

both the whole and all the parts of his law. Now I am not

against any man, who, in singleness of heart, applies him

self to the letter; yet it is but the old way, and a conversing

with Christ after the manner of Moses' dispensation ; but I

must confess that 1 am for the new covenant, and for the

ministry of the Spirit, which is far beyond the letter; and

though I have known CMirist and the laws of his life after

the fleah ; yet lu-nceforth my desire is not after knowing

him so any more, but to know him in the eternal life of his

Spirit, and to drink of the fruit of the vine, new with him

in his Father's kingdom.
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A BRIEF

EXPLICATION

OF THB MYSTERY OF THE

SIX D^LYS* LA.BOR,

AND

SEVENTH DAY'S SABBATH,

For such to behold, the eye of whose Spirit

is opened by the pure Anointing; and who are not so

drowned in their Conceivings and Reasonings about

the Sense of the letter, m most of the

Professors of this Age are.

Com* unto me, nil ye thnt labor, and are heavy ladtn. nnd I w'll give

you rcxt. Take my yoke upon you, nnd learn of mo, for I an meek and

lowly in heart, and yc shali find rest unto your soals; for my yoke is

ami my burden is light. Hat. xi. 28, 29, 80.

HB that hears the joyful sound of the ever-living power,

calling him by the voice of his eternal light out of the dark

ness, out of the death, out of the misery, out of the domin

ions, territories, and deep slavery of Satan unto himself, and

cometh unto him in the virtue and power of that life which

calleth, he hath a taste given him of the eternal rest, and a

promise of entering into it.

But the entrance into the fulness thereof is not presently ;

but he hath a long journey to take from Egypt, the dark

laud; from Sodom, the filthy land ; from Babylon, where all

the vessels and holy things of God have been defiled,

through the wilderness unto Canaan ; and many battles are
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to be fought with enemies by the way, and also with the

enemies which possess the holy land; and many hardships

to be undergone in following the Captain, who also leadeth

his Israel by a pillar of cloud by day, and by a pillar of fire

by night; and th^re must be a circumcision and baptism in

the cloud and in the sea, and the falling of all those car

casses in the wilderness, which are not to enter, nor so

much as see, the good land, before the entrance be minis

tered to the seed, and to that which passeth through the

water and through the fire with the seed. In plain terms,

there must be a taking up of the yoke, and a learning of

Christ under the yoke, till the proud, the stiff, the stubborn,

the wise, the wilful, the selfish spirit, the hard, stony heart,

be wasted and worn out by the cross, and nothing left but

what becomes one with the seed, and so is fit to be married

to it, and to enter with it into the everlasting kingdom.

Now this bearing the yoke, this taking up of the cross,

this following of Christ in the wilderness, through the cor

rections of the Father, through the buffetings and tempta

tions of the enemy, in the midst of all the weaknesses and

frailties of the flesh, going when he bids go, standing still

where he stops, fighting when he prepares for the warfare,

bearing the repulse when he suffers the enemy to prevail,

and hoping, even beyond hope, for his relief and victory in

due season: hero is the labor, here is the travail, here is the

working under the life, with the measure of grace and power

received from the life. So that, first, the day-spring from

on high visits; from that visitation there is light entered

into the heart; by closing with that light there is grace re

ceived ; with this grace received there is work to be done

for God; his talent is to be improved all the six days, by all

that will rest with him on the seventh, and that desire to

cease from their labors in the fruition of the faith, the life,

the power; the power living, becoming, and performing all

in them. And he that doth not improve the talent; he

that doth not follow on in the pure light, but either sits

down by the way, or is deceived with an image of what once

was true in him, he can never arrive at the land of rest (though
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perhaps he may arrive at that which he may call so), but

when the eternal witness awakes in him, he will find the

want of it, and bitterly bewail his grievous mistake.

Now in this hard travail and grievous labor under the

close laws and spiritual commandments of the life (hard I

mean, yea, very hard, to the unrenewed part, though easy

and natural to that part which is renewed and horn of God),

it pleaseth the Lord now and then to give- a day of refresh

ment, cansing his life so powerfully to spring up, that it even

sensibly is and doeth all in the heart. This is a sabbath.

wherein the soul rests in the powerful movings and opera

tions of the life, and doth not find any stress of trouble, or

hardship, or labor upon it ; but sits still in the power, is at

ease in the life, in the eternal virtue, which lives, and

moves, and is all in it; and no pain, no trouble, no griev-

ousness of any command isfolt; but to it all is easy, all is

natural, all is purely pleasant; the life (to which all its own

laws, statutes, ordinances, jndgments, wavs, and paths are

easy) performing all it calls for, even as fast as it calls for

it. And here, not only a sabbath of days, but also a sabbath

of weeks, yea, sometimes a sabbath of years (besides the ev

erlasting jubilee, or year of perfect redemption itself) is

known and witnessed by such as have waited on the Lord

in singleness of heart, under the yoke of his Spirit, for the

bringing down of the rough and untoward nature, and for

the raising up of the meek and lowly heart.

But here it is exceeding easy running out, and starting

aside; it is easy running out from under the yoke, to avoid

the bitterness of the hardship to the earthly part; it is much

easier running out on the day of rest, and so losing the

truth in a joy and rejoicing, even such a one as might have

a true ground. Oh ! who can but think the bitterness of

death is past, when all enemies are vanished, and there is

nothing left but the Lord and the soul embracing each

other! And who can but be unwilling to come back again

to his labor, and to the residue of his hard travail afterward?

And yet it is far better to return to the work in the vine

yard, and to suffer again with the seed, than to keep up the
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rest in a notion, and so to lose the life and pure presence

and virtue of the seed, when it returns unto, and calls back

to the labor. Oh, how many have perished here ! suffering

a divorce from that which led them into the rest^not being

willing to go back again with it to fill up the residue of ita

Bufferings, which were yet behind, and so have kept up a

false, dead, notional rest, after the true sabbath was ended.

Now there is no way for such, but to wait to feel the liv

ing breath, the quickening virtue, the day-spring from on

high, which, by the brightness of its rising, can discover

this false rest, this dead rest, this notional rest, this ease in

the earthly, in the ile^hly, in the understanding part, which

they uphold by things t!ie\' have formerly gathered from

the Scriptures, or from their own (perhaps once living) ex

periences; but now hold out of the feeling and possession

of the life, in the dead part. But that it is thus with them

they can never see, until the light from which they have

erred spring up and discover it to them; and when the light

doth arise and discover it, they will find the way of return,

and the path of redemption, much more difficult to them

than it was at first: yet it is better to part with the ease of

the flesh, and to Undergo the pangs of a new birth, than to

miss of the inheritance in the good land.

There are three steps or degrees of the blessed estate:

First, there are desirex, thirstings, and breathings, begotten

after the life. Secondly, there is a laboring in the service (un-

' der the yoke) by the virtue which springs from the life. Thirdly,

there is a rest, or sitting down at ease in the life. By the stir

ring of life in the soul, desires after life are kindled. He in

whom the desires are kindled, and who feeleth the eternal

virtue, cannot but be running the race; he whom the Spirit

of the Lord lindeth faithful in running the race, it pleaseth

the Lord ever and anon to be giving him a taste of the rest.

Thus the spring stirring, the soul cannot but move towards

it* centre; and UK it enteretb into and fixeth in its centre,

it partaketh of the rest. Now to know the leadings of the

Spirit forward and backward into these, into desires, when

he pleaseth; into the labor and sen-ice of the life, when he
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pieaseth; into the sweet rest and porrect repose in the life,

when he pleaseth ; here is the safety mid sweet progress of

the renewed spirit. That man who is born of the Spirit is

to wait for the movings, breathing, and kindlings of the

Spirit in him: and when the Sun ariseth, he is to go forth

to his labor in the light thereof, and in the night and with

drawing of the Sun, to retire; and when his seventh day of

rest comes, he is to receive it from, and enjoy it in, the

Spirit; and afterwards to he willing to begin his week

again, even till his whole race and the full course of bis

pilgrimage be finished. Yet if it were possible for man,

utter he is come to Christ, to abide perfectly with him, to

cease from inst, to keep within the faith, to draw naturally

in the yoke, to bow in the spirit continually to the Father of

spirits, there would be a continual sabbath kept in the pas

sage, even before the great, full, and perfect sabbath in the

end. The hardness and uneasiness of the labor is becanse

of a part contrary to the life, which, when it is worn out,

there will be no more labor, but the yoke will become the

rest, and nil the motions and operations of life will flow

forth naturally in the rest. And here is "the patience and

faith of the saints," to wait under the yoke, under the daily

cross to that part which is to be brought and kept under,

till all the bonds of captivity be broken through by the life,

and the veil of flesh rent from the top to the bottom (the

remaining of which is that which stops the free current of

lift-), and then shall the soul enter into the holy of holies,

obtaining, the full possession of the everlasting inheritance,

and of the eternal redemption, and know sorrow, tears,

bunds, sickness, death, captivity (no not so much as grap-

gling with them, or travelling out of them) no more; but

ihe enjoyment of the plenty and fulness of the life, reaping

all the pleasant fruits of life in the rich land of life for

evermore.
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That they may Hear and Consider, and their Hearts at

length may be turned towards that which alone is able to

Convert them to God; .that they may once more become

his People, and enter into an Everlasting Covenant with

him that may not be broken ; that so they may abide in

his Love aad Covenant of LIFE, and remain his People

for ever.

Consideration 1. Wluit great love, mercy, and kindness God

showed to that people, above all nafions and peoples under heaven!

Of his own free love he set his heart upon them, choosing

them to be a people to himself. He brought them out of

Egypt, by a mighty hand and an outstretehed arm ; he

mightily preserved them in, and led them through, the wil-

dorness. He entered into a covenant with them to become

their God, and betrothed them unto himself for his own lot

and inheritance. He gave them righteous laws, judg

ments, statutes, and ordinances, both of worship towards

him, and of an upright demeanor and conversation among

themselves, and towards all men. He drove out the heath

en from before them, and gave them a pleasant land

to possess, even the (/lory of all lands, a land flowing with

milk and honey. He built a habitation for himself among

them; first a moving sanctuary or tabernacle, afterwards a
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more settled abiding place or temple (which Solomon built),

wherein was the ark of his presence, where ho was to be

sought unto and inquired of by them, and towards which

their prayers were to be directed; and there was a mercy-

seat, whereof they had large experience; and he ever and

anon sent prophets among them, to reprove their errors and

backsliding*, and to act them to rights again. He raised

up judges likewise to defend them ; and although they were

weary of his government, desiring a king, after the manner

of the nations, so vehemently, that they even forced a king

from him, yet he took him away from them, and after him,

chose " a man after his own heart, to feed Jacob his people,

and Israel his inheritance; who fed them according to the

integrity of his heart, and guided them by the skilfulnesa of

his hands." What should I say more ? What was wanting

of love, of care, of goodness, of kindness, of mercy, of gen

tleness, of any thing that a people could desire of their

God? I say, what was wanting of all this on God's part?

What could' he have done more for his vineyard than he

did do? Nay, he emptied upon them all the goodness, all

the mercy, love, favor, £c., that that covenant would hold to

the full; yea, and more too; for he bare with them more

than that covenant required him fo bear, and redeemed

them ofteuer than that covenant engaged him; "yea, many

time.-i turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his

wrath," as he might often have done according to the tenor

of that covenant. "Yea, in all their afflictions he was afflict

ed, and the angel of his presence saved them:" and he was

still ready to say in his heart, "Surely they are my people,

children that will not lie;" at length they will see their er

ror, repeut, and be true to me; insomuch as he was never

weary of saving them, of trying them again and again; of

stirring up his bowels of love and pity to redeem them; of

sending his servants and prophets among them to warn and

reclaim them, even till at last it was manifest, that there was

no remedy but he must cast them off, and provoke them

to jealousy by a foolish nation, Deut. xxxii. 20, 21. draw

ing them nigh to him, who had been worshipping stocks

Vol. II.— 8
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:ind stones; making thera become a people, who had long

been no people; and casting these out of his sight, making

them become no people, who had so long been his chosen,

peculiar people, in covenant with him, and nigh unto him,

above all the families of the earth. '

Consideration 2. What constant rebellion and sfiffness of

spirit (hat people. all along expressed towards the Lord! What

wild, sour grapes they still brought forth to him; sour love,

sour obedience, sour worship and sacrifices, such as the

pure palate of the Lord could find no relish nor savor

in : but as Moses had told them, that it was not for their

righteousness God chose them to give them the good land

to possess, for they were a rebellious and stiff-necked peo

ple; Deut. ix. 6, 7. so it was not for their goodness that God

continued his love to them, for they were all along provok

ing him. Jor. xliv. 4. When God came to show that great

mercy to them of redeeming them out of Egypt, and bid

them cast away their idols, they would not cast away

their idols, Ezek. xx. 7, 8. neither did they regard that

mercy of redemption from the. house of bondage, and

from the iron furnace; but said to Moses, it was bet

ter for them to stay in Egypt, and to serve the Egyptians.

Exod. xiv. 12. Again in the wilderness, how did they pro

voke him all those forty years of mercy; how did they err

in their hearts from his pure fear, and from love to him,

and from faith and confidence in him! How did they mur

mur against him, and against Moses and Aaron, their lead

ers! How did they forget his works and his wonders con

tinually! When they came near the land, and should have

gone in to possess it, then they would not, but repined and

rebelled because of the tallness and strength of the enemy,

and of their cities; and when they were forbid to go, then

they would go and fight with them. What should I men

tion the time of the judges and of the kings; how often

the Lord made them smart by their enemies in their own

land ; how often he gave them up to captivity out of their

land, even till at length that great captivity of Babylon
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befell them, and since that a greater captivity and desolation

than that of Babylon.

Consideration 3. ' Whether God, having tried this peo

ple even to the utmost, by that covenant which he made

with them by Moses in Mount Sinai, may eycr please to try

them so any more: or if there yet remain any mercy or love

from God towards them, whether it is not to be expected

another way, and upon another account? This is very neces

sary and profitable for them to consider, that they may not

be looking that way for mercy and favor from God; in

which it is never to come, and so have their eyes and hearta

diverted from that way according to which it is to come;

tor thia must needs put them back exceedingly, if their eyes

be looking out one way, and the love of God hath chtisen

another channel to run towards them in. This may make

them refuse the very mercy, love, and redemption, when

it comes, suspecting it not to be it, becanse it comes not in

the way, and after the manner, that they look for it. Now

God hath expressly said, that when he shall be pacified in

them, and shall look again upon them with an eye of favor,

to do them good, it shall not be by their covenant (which

could never last, but was still broken on their parts), but by

hie own everlasting covenant, which he would establish to

them. Ezek. xvi. 60, &c. It should' therefore diligently be

inquired by them, What covenant it is which is called

their covenant, ver. 61. And what covenant it is which is

called God's covenant, ver. 62. That they may withdraw

their evea and hopes from the one, from whence their re

demption, recovery, and mercy cannot come, towards the

other from whence it is to come? To which query, for

their sakes, it is in my heart to return this answer.

Ans. Their covenant is that which they entered into with

God, the covenant that their hearts chose to unite with God

by: and that was to this effect, "That if God Would show

them his "will, they would obey it. Go thou near." said

they to Moses "and hear all that the Lord our God shall

say, and speak thou unto us all that the Lord our God shall

speak unto thee, and we will hear it and do it." Dent. v. 27.
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Thus they thought, but the Lord knew otherwise : for " Oh "

aaith the Lord, "that there were such a heart in them !" &c.

ve'r. 29. and Moses knew otherwise, Tie knew that they

would "corrupt themselves, and that evil would befall them

in the latter days." Deut. xxxi. 29. But God's covenant

was the free covenant he made with Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob, the covenant of his grace, the covenant of his free

love, whereby he was able to reach them in Egypt, upon the

cry of the seed in them (in the midst of their idolatries, and

to bring them out and do them good, notwithstanding their

stubbornness and stiff-neckedness), even before the other

covenant was made ; this covenant of love was God's cove

nant. This is the covenant God remembered to them in

the days of their youth, while they were young and tender,

and not yet grown up to be a people under the other cove

nant; and this is the covenant which lasts for ever, which

is not founded upon their obedience, but on God's free love

to them for his own name's sake, and for their father's sake

with whom he freely mado it.

Quest. What doth this covenant contain?

Ans. Putting his fear in the heart, writing his laws in -the

mind, pouring of pure, clear water upon them to wash away

the pollutions of their inward parts, circumcising the filth

of the heart, healing the backsliding nature by creating of

a right spirit within, and keeping of the created spirit right

by the presence of that Spirit which created it. see Jer.

xxxi. 31, 32. Ezek. xxxvi 25, &c. Hosea xiv. 4. This is

God's covenant, this is the new covenant, which is to be

made with the house of Israel and Judah \yhen God re

deems them; and they can never be redeemed but by this

covenant, but are to remain desolate, until the Spirit be

poured out from on high upon them, Isa. xxxii. 15. until

thoir hearts be circumcised to love the Lord their God, until

his fear be placed there, and they thereby caused to walk

in his ways. As therefore they receive the Spirit, are

brought into the fear, have the law written on their minds,

and become subject thereto, so will they taste of this cove

nant, be brought into redemption by it, and become a
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glory inwardly, and outwardly also upon the earth.

Quest. What is the way for them to have the fear of God

put in their hearts, to have their hearts circumcised, to re

ceive the Spirit and his laws into their minds, and so to come

into this covenant '!

Ans. There is no other way but that to which Moses him-

self directed them, after God had made the other covenant

with them, and tried them long by it, together with many

temptations, signs and wonders, both before and after it;

and seeing that by all these they had not a heart to per

ceive, iior eyes to see, nor ears to hear, Moses at length di

rects them to another covenant, the word whereof would

give them eyes to see, and ears to hear, and a heart to un

derstand. Which covenant was a covenant besides the for

mer, Deut. xxix. 1. and was indeed the covenant concerning

life or death eternal, chap. xxx. 15. (the other being but a

covenant of their outward state, made with them after their

coming out of Egypt, upon their deliverance therefrom, and

according to their choice to become u people to God accord

ing to it.) This word, Moses tells them, was near them

(nearer than that which was spoken by God on the mount,

and afterwards written on tables of stone). The voice of

this word and the commandment thereof was nearer, that

they need not seek anywhere abroad for it, but only listen

at home to hear its speech, obey it in the faith, and live for

ever. Deut xxx. 11, &c. This is the way for them and all

men to come into this covenant, and there is no other;

there is a light shilling in the darkness of man's heart,

which springs up in him, and casts forth its rays to discover

and draw him out of the darkness: now as this light is felt,

loved, understood, in spirit, hearkened and cleaved to in

the pure faith, which it begets; that which cleaves to it, is

drawn out of the darkness by it, into the covenant of the

pure, eternal light, where God is, and whither all they arc

translated, who are drawn to him in and by this covenant,

a- they are kept, preserved, and continue in the faith, love,

and obedience of it. Now I would yet put these few things

niore to them.

8*
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First, Whether that people of the Jews, as they stood

related to God in that covenant (given by Mosea at Mount

Eloreb), with the covenant itself, and all things appertain

ing thereto, were not a shadow of some inward and spiritual

thing afterwards to appear and be made manifest in its

.season. Whether they themselves were not a shadow of a

more inward and spiritual people, to be gathered to God by

the inward and spiritual covenant; and whether their out

ward covenant was not a shadow or visible representation

of that covenant, and the laws of it a shadow or representa

tion of the inward laws, which were to be written in tho

hearts of that spiritual people? Was not their tabernacle,

or temple, .a shadow of the true tabernacle, or temple; see

ing God dwelleth not in temples made with hands, but in a

poor, humble, contrite spirit, and in the heart that trembles

at his word? Isa. Ivii. 15. and chap. Ixvi. 1, 2. So was not

their circumcision a shadow of the circumcision which is to

pass upon the hearts of God's chosen? Were not their sac

rifices types, or representations, of the sacrifices of praise

and of a broken heart? Psa. li. 17. and Psa. 1. 14. Was not

their Canaan, or holy hmd, a type of the true, holy, spiritual

rest, which the faith gives entrance into? Their city Jeru

salem, a type of the Jehovah-shamma? Their priests and

Levites, types of the spiritual priesthood, which w as to offer

the pure offering and spiritual sacrifices among the Gen

tiles? Malachi i. 11. Mark that place, if it did not plainly

foretell tho casting off of the Jews, with the rejecting of

their offerings, priests, and Levites, and God's raising up a

seed among tho Gentiles, where he would have a more ac

ceptable people and worship, even a pure, spiritual people,

and a pure, spiritual offering.

Secondly, If they were types, representations, or shadows

of somewhat spiritual to come, then were they not to give

place to that which is spiritual when it came, and so to bo

swallowed up in it? Is not the spiritual glory the glory?

The inward Jew, the Jew inward? The circumcision of the

heart, the choice circumcision ? The offering up of praise

uad of a broken heart, the acceptable sacrifice? The land
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of life and righteousness, the true land of rest to the living

by faith '( la not the spiritual city, house, or temple which

God builds, the Jerusalem or temple of the new covenant?

Is not this the choice house to God? And is not this spir

itual glory to be expected in the days of the Messiah, and

all the types and shadows of Moses, which pointed at him,

to end in him, when once he comes to set up his true, in

ward, invisible, substantial glory among his inward and

spiritual people? When the day of Messiah dawns, shall

not Moses' shadows fly away? Oh that your eyes were

opened to behold the inward glory of life, the good things

of the new covenant, the great treasure and riches which

are revealed and possessed in the Spirit by the spirits that

are redeemed unto God, that ye might partake thereof; and

then your eye would not be so much on that which is out

ward ; which, if ye had, even to the utmost of your desire,

is not comparable to the inward!

Lastly, Search the prophets, see if the Messiah is not first

to come in a despisable way, as a man of sorrows, Isa. Hii.

2, 3. whose visage in that appearance was to be more marred

than any man's. Isa. lii. 14. And consider whether he was

not to be cut off, though not for himself, Dan. ix. 26. and

then to sit at the right hand of God, until his enemies be

made his footstool, Psa. ex. 1. before he come in that glory

wherein ye expect him. So that if he be not thus come al

ready, then that coming of his is yet to be expected, and

his hands and feet are yet to be pierced by you, and then

afterwards ye may look upon him whom ye have pierced,

Zech. xii. 10. and all the families of Israel mourn bitterly

apart for it. ver. 12.

When Moses gave the law, the veil was over his face ;

vour fathers were not able to bear the light wherein the law

was given, nor the light wherein the prophecies of the

prophets were given ; and so they still erred from the law,

were offended at the prophets while they were alive, and

misunderstood their words after their death. Now do not

)*e search into Moses and the prophets in the same spirit of

error as your fathers did, being shut out from the light of
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them, even as they were? If it be thus, if the veil be over

your hearts, if ye be ignorant of the true light, of the true

eternal power wherein the Scriptures were given forth, ye

must needs misunderstand them, misunderstand Moses,

misunderstand the prophets, misunderstand the things spo

ken concerning the Messiah ; and so not be able to see unto

the end of those things ministered by Moses, and of that min

istration which was to pass away; nor into the beginning of

the ministration of the Messiah, which was to succeed it.

Oh, turn within to the word nigh in the heart: that the

true Jew may be begotten and formed in yon, and his light

may arise and overspread you ; that in that light ye may

see the light of Moses, and the light of the prophets, and

not gather false meanings from their words, but understand

them aright in the same holy Spirit, and enjoy the blessed

ness they spake of and directed to, which lies in the inward

raising up of an inward seed, and not in an outward con

formity of the outward man, while the heart and mind re

mains unchanged and unrencwed; which can never be

made new by any ministry of the letter without the Spirit,

but alone by the ministry of the Spirit, whether with or

without the letter, as he pleaseth,

I. P.
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SOME

QUERIES

CONCERNING

The "Work of GOD in the World, which is to be expected

in the latter Ages thereof;

With a few

Plain Words to the Nation of England, tending towards

stopping the future breakings forth of God's Wrath, '

both upon the People and Powers thereof;

With an advertisement relating to

the present State of Things'.

Query 1. WHETHER the kingdoms of the earth shall not

one day become the kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Christ,

wherein the Lord God Omnipotent shall reign, and man's

glory and greatness fall, that God alone may be exalted in

that day? Rev. xi. 15. 17. Isa. ii. 11, 12. xvii. 22.

Query 2. When shall this be ? Whether this is not to

be expected upon the recovery out of the antichristian apos

tasy ? Whether the man-child is not then to be expected

to be so born and brought forth, as to rule all nations with a

rod of iron? Rev. xix. 6. and chap. xii. 5.

Query 3. When the Son of man comes to take the gov

ernment to himself, to give forth the law out of Zion,

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, Isa. ii. 3.

whether he shall find faith on the earth? Whether he

uhall find the kings and powers of the earth ready to re

ceive him, and the professors willing to submit themselves

•into him ? Or whether they shall generally combine against
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him, and he be fain to overcome them, before he can reign

over them? Lukexviii. 8. Rev. xvii. 12, 13, 14. Psa. ii. 2, 3.

Query 4. Why these things may not be expected in this

oilf day, and be already begun in this our nation, seeing so

many strange things have happened among ua, as have not

in many foregoing ages: God having so strangely raised

up a generation to do service for him, and so strangely

again brought them down, when they had so long and so

often showed themselves unworthy of, and unfit for, so great

a service, by still seeking themselves, and forgetting the-

Lord that raised them!

Query 5. How the kingdoms of the earth are to become

the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Christ? Whether it

be not by taking his yoke upon them, by submitting to his

laws, hia cords, and bands?. By giving up whatsoever is

unjust, unrighteous, harsh, and oppressive; and coming

under the bands of righteousness, meekness, and equity?

Psa. ii. 10, 11. Matt. xi. 29.

Query 0. Whether the Lord lie arisen to shake terribly or

no (as was long ago prophesied he should. Isa. ii. 19.) ? For

the Lord will once more shake both heaven and earth. Heb.

xii. 2(i. There hath been a sore shaking in this nation : the

foundations of government, yea, the very foundations of re

ligion have been shaken, that that which cannot stand

might be removed out of the way, and give place to that

which cannot be shaken, ver. 27. Consider therefore

whether thesn be the beginnings of the great and terrible

day of the Lord Ood Almighty, or only some snch ordinary

shakings as used to happen according to the course of king

doms and stales, which are stlhjcct to changes, alterations,

and disscttletnent?

Query 7. When fJod boginneth to shake the heaven and

earth in nations (according to that great shaking, which i.«

to be after the antichristian apostasy. Rev. iv. and chap, vi.)

whether there ever can bo any firm settlement again upon

the old foundations? There may appear some hopes and

probability of a settlement again, which man may be

tompted to fasten upon ; but this will but provoke God to



ISAAC TENINGTON. 95

fihake more effectually : for when God once ariseth to shake,

he will not give over till he hath made that fall, which he

began to shake. Rev. xi. 13. 0 England, (al;e heed !

<iuery 8. How the kings, powers, and nations of the earth

may secure their standing in that day? Whether there be

any way for them so to do, and what is that way? Whether

there he any other way but kissing the Son, submitting to

his hands, being willing to be bound with the chains of

righteousness, love, and meekness, from all unrighteousness

and oppression, both relating to their fellow-creatures and

to his people? Psa. ii. 12. and cxlix. 8.

Corue, O nation of England, be bound! O powers of this

nation, take the Lord's yoke upon you; seek righteousness,

seek meekness, seek the good of all; not in words and pre

tences, but in truth and uprightness. Seek out that which

is of God in every one of your hearts, and let that govern

for God. Do not smite any tor obedience to the living God,

but come ye also under his yoke, that what is not of God in

yourselves, but an enemy to your souls, may be yoked down ;

and let all laws be formed, directed, and managed, to reach

the unrighteous, that the rod of the wicked may not always

lie upon the lot of the righteous, Psa. cxxv. 3. nor oppres

sion and self-will sit in the seat of judgment, and pass (be

cause of its power and authority) for righteousness. Eccl. iii.

16. and iv. 1. O ye powers of England! save yourselves

and this nation from the terrible stroke of God, which is

very near. And Jet not this following advice be disdained

by you, but consider seriously of it.

TaJce heed how you call any to account for what they have

done at/am-ft you. There was an extraordinary hand of God

in these things; and in falling foul upon instruments, ye

may clash against him before you are aware. For their in

iquity the Lord hath laid them aside, and raised you up

again, giving you another day of trial; let that suffice, and

look now to your own standing, that ye also do not fall by

following their example of iniquity and unrighteousness.

But if you will call them to account for any thing, let it be

for being unfaithful to God and the people of this nation, to
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whom they made large promises, but performed little. And

that which God required of them (and the nation had rea

son to expect from them) do ye now perform. Give all men

the liberty of their consciences towards God; let them fol

low him out of the fashions, customs, and worships of the

world without interruption ; and let there also be a narrow

search after what is unjust, unrighteous, and oppressive in

any kind; and as fast as it is discovered let it be removed,

that the nation may grow ont of vanity, out of unrighteous

ness, into solidity and righteousness; and that the fear of

offending man may not affright any from fearing, obeying,

and worshipping of God in Spirit and truth, as he rcquireth ;

and then God will bless this nation and the powers of it.

For the Lord God taketh not pleasure in overturning of na

tions, or breaking in pieces the powers thereof: yet if they

will by no means hearken, but harden their hearts, and

stand in the way of his counsel and design, he cannot spare

thom. Isa. xxvii. 4. Therefore stand not in battle against

him, but bow before him, O ye great ones of the earth! be

come low and little, that his wrath may pass by yon; let go

your own strength and greatness, and take hold of hia

.strength, that ye may make peace with him, ver. 5. and do

not go about to limit the Spirit of God in his people; that

will most certainly ruin you ! The Lord God hath begun

to bestow his Spirit upon his sons and daughters, as in daya

of old, even as before the groat apostasy and erring from it;

and he requireth their obedience to it; and who may safely

forbid or punish them therefore. Much lies upon this land

in this respect; oh, do not add more, lest ye sink the nation

and yourselves! Now a little to help the nation and powers

thereof the better to digest the work of God, that they may

not run on headily against him to their own ruin and de

struction, let these two things following be considered.

1. Whether the people of God, in the days of the apos

tles, were not a separated people ; a people gathered out of

nations, kindreds, tongues, and languages, (gathered out of

the Jewish worship, gathered out of the Heathenish wor-

ahip) and separated to God?
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2. "Whether, after the antiehristian apostasy, there arc

not a people to be gathered again, and separated again,

from all antichristian ways of worship, even after the man

ner as they were before the apostasy from the Heathenish

and Jewish worship? And so the same gospel which gath

ered at first, is, after the apostasy, to be preached to gather

men again. Rev. xiv. 6, 7.

Consider well of these things, that ye may not set your

selves against the Lord, to cross him in this work in this

nation. Ye cannot hinder him from gathering his people

now out of the apostatized state, no more than the Jews

or Heathens could hinder him from gathering his elect then

out of their corrupt states. The reformation out of popery

was very weak and imperfect; the Lord waited long for

the perfecting of it; but instead thereof, there was rather

a running backwards towards it again. The Lord hath

now at length begun the work himself, letting forth his

Spirit upon his people, and gathering many into it, and is

preparing the stones of his temple for his building, and lu-

will assuredly build up his church again; ye cannot possi

bly stop him herein: ye may break yourselves by attempt

ing to remove this burdensome stone out of your way (for

indeed it doth lie somewhat offensively in the way of all

settlements and governments according to the fleshly wis

dom); but it will fall upon and break all that burden them

selves with it, though not by outward might or power, yet

by that Spirit of life aiid righteousness which is in it,

which the Lord is with to prosper. Consider these things

in meekness, righteousness, and in the fear of the Lord;

even in that Spirit which is fit to act for God, and not

against him.

Vol. II.— 9
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AS ADVERTISEMENT TO THH POWERS AND PEOPLE OF

THIS NATION.

UECACSE of my dear love to my native country, and be

cause of fhc dregs of that cup which the Lord hath already

Oaused it to drink of, which cannot be spared unless the

Lord's will be effected without it; which dregs are so bit

ter, terrible, awl dreadful, as will make the stoutest hearts

to faint, and the most confident countenance wax pale: I

say, for. this cause, in love am I constrained to add these

few lines more, that, if it be possible, this nation may apply

itself, in the fear and dread of the eternal majesty and

power, to make its peace with him against whom it bath

long warred (not only by much outward wickedness, loose

ness, vanity, and profaneness, but more especially by setting

up an invented form of godliness, and persecuting the

power), and to whom it is not yet reconciled in this matter,

nor found so much as willing to be reconciled.

The Lord Gkid of heaven and earth, of glory, of majesty,

of everlasting power, victory, and dominion over all, who

made both heaven and earth, and hath the command of all

•things therein, he disposeth of nations, of governments, of

earthly powers according to his pleasure, and who may say

unto him, what dost thou? Who' may implead him for mak

ing a rich nation poor, a strong nation weak, or for bring

ing down the high and mighty, the strong, stout, honorable,

und noble in a nation, and exalting the poor, the mean, the

persecuted? And if he turn hia hand again, and lay them

flat whom he had lifted up, and exalt the other even unlook-

ed-for, who can withstand him, or who can contradict

him?

Now what is in the Lord's heart (who is thus mighty and

absolute) he will certainly bring to pass, how unlikely,

how contrary, how impossible soever it aeem to the eye of

man. If he will exalt his despised truth (which always

was so to the eye of the great and wise ones of this world),
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or give his people liberty to fear, worship, and obey bfm;

if he will have truth and righteousness have the dominion

in men's hearts, and in the nations, and not in the wills and

lusts of men, how great and powerful soever; T say, if this

he his intent, though generation should rise up after gener

ation to oppose him herein, yet will he be too hard for them

all, and they will all fall before him: and his truth, his peo

ple, his holy, eternal counsel will he raise up, and canse to

trinmph over them idl.

It is man's way to settle himself by outward strength

against outward strength, and then bethinks be is safe; not

eying the invisible hand which turns the wheels, and delights

to overturn that which is outwardly strong (and secmeth un

removable), when it forgetteth him, and opposeth itself

against him. The Lord God loves to take his enemies at the

ctrongest, when they are most wise, most mighty, even

when nothing seems able to deal with them but himself.

This was it overthrew the foregoing powers one after an

other; they were courting worldly interest, and strengthen

ing themselves that way ; but overlooking God who raised

them, and the work which ho had raised them to accom

plish. This turned the hand against them which had been

for them, and how then could they maintain their standing'.'

Oh! that the present generation could see the tieklishness

of their standing, and consider that this is their day of trial-

and that the Lord's eye is upon them, to observe their ways,

to see whether they will now mind righteousness, and the

liberty of his people better than formerly they did ; and that

his troth may, in its life and power (and not in such a form

or way of worship as they may think good to prescribe),

have its scope in the nation. The Lord's eye and heart is

upon his truth, and upon his people : and tis nations or pow

ers deal with that, so will he deal with them. Oh ! therefore

be not deceived; for though the Lord hath often-times long

-uffered his people to lie under reproach and persecution

(as he did Israel in Kgypt for divers ages), yet at length he

hftth still hoard their groans, and hath arisen to deliver

them : and though Phnroah afterwards with all his strength
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went after them, and made no question but to bring them

back again under his subjection (and there was nothing in

appearance able to deliver them from him), yet he could

not, but overthrew himself and his strength utterly. Ye

know not what strong cries and tears were put up to the

Lord before these late changes, that righteousness might be

established in the nation, and that his people might have

liberty to worship him in his fear, and according to the

leadings of his Spirit, without being yoked under any form

of worship which their hearts could not own to be of God.

And when the Long Parliament was unexpectedly raised

up, that was looked upon by many to have been the means

God would have used towards the effecting of this: and we

cannot deny but that God did make use of them in some

things for good, for which his name was honored. But

though that instrument did warp, becoming unfaithful to

the Lord, diverting from his work and service, towards the

seeking and establishing of themselves and their own inter

ests, and so are at length themselves justly therefore fallen;

yet the work of the Lord is not fallen, as relating to him

self; though, because of the unfaithfulness and self-seeking

of the instruments which he began to use, nt present it lieth

under much reproach (and that justly as relating to them);

yet, for all this, the Lord himself can bring it about again,

and carry it on with better advantage to his name, truth,

and people, than if it had gone on in their hand: and the

more men set themselves to oppose it, the more glory will

God get to himself in effecting it.

Let not, therefore, my true love to the nation, and to the

present powers thereof, be despised by them: but let them

1'ear before the mighty God of heaven and earth, and in

their hearts bow to him, that they "may be humbled, and

made fit instruments in bis hand for his service, and not be

found enemies against him. If they will be fit instruments

for God to work by, they must be meek, lowly, poor in

spirit, waiting in God's fear for his counsel, and not hearken

to the fleshly wisdom of man, which is his utter enemy, and

will persuade, advise, and instruct them to settle the nation
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and church (as they call it) in a way contrary to him. And

remember this word: Be sure you smite none for obedience to

(rod. Limit not his Holy Spirit in A/s people; but limit the un

clean and eril spirit in those who manifest themselrrs not to be his

people. This is the true intent of government. How can he"

who governs aright under God, hurt that which is of God,

and for God? Or how can he spare that which his sword is

given him to cut down ? Oh, how happy were it for the na

tion, if they would let truth have its scope, and let right

eousness overcome them! and not contend for shadows

against the substance; but let the substance overcome all

those shadows which have held it in bondage, and upheld

its enemy.

The great enemy of God, all this night of the apostasy,

hath been antichrist; who hath not been an open enemy only,

but hath appeared as if he had been for Christ, commanding

the worshipping and honoring of Christ, yea, and with a

great zeal taking upon him to cause people to worship ac

cording to what he determined to be right: and thus ho

getteth into the temple, erecting a usurping anthority over

the conscience, setting up and compelling to an invented

worship.

Against this kind of worship God hath still been raising

witnesses: but he having tho powers of the earth on his

side (as was prophesied he should, Rev. xvii. 13.), hath of

ten prevailed over them. Rev. xiii. 7. And so the truth hath

been suppressed, and false worships set up by the powers of

the earth, according to the proportion they have drunk of

tho golden cup of fornication ; which doth not only deceive

in one way of manifest and gross false worship, but hath

many mixtures and mysteries of deceit in it. Rev. xvii. 2, &c.

Xow God hath a time to call for an account of the suffer

ings and blood of his saints. Rev. vi. 10, 11. He hath a

time to jndge the great whore. Rev. xvii. 1. And when

the time of God's jndgment comes upon the earth, God be

gins with his own house first, and so with that which hath

taken upon it to separate from Babylon, to see what he can

find of Babylon therein; and he will jndge that before ho

9*
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fall upon the great body of the mystery of iniquity. 1 Pet.

iv. 17. Heb. x. 30.

Now, therefore, it behoves this nation to consider what of

Babylon may be found in it, and to part with it, that it may

escape the plagues of Babylon, Rev. xviii. 4. which are very

bitter, as ver. 7, 8, &c. these are the two main things

whereof Babylon is guilty :

1. An invented form of worship, a likeness of the true

worship ; but not the true worship itself.

2. A persecuting and endeavoring to suppress the power

of the truth, even of the purity of the godly religion and

worship, by means of this form; because for conscience'

sake, men, who are taught otherwise by the spirit of God,

cannot submit and subject thereto.

This God is coming down to plead with in that great city,

Babylon ; and this God will first plead with in thee, O Eng

land ! Consider what of this is yet remaining in thee (or

what of this thy heart hankers after), and part with it as

thou lovest thy peace. The Lord is the witness of the in

tegrity and fidelity of my heart to thee in these lines. It

will be hard for thee to escape the Lord's hand ; yet it is

not impossible. If thou bow before the mighty God, and

lie abased in spirit at his feet, he can open that eye in thee

which can let thee see thy danger, and also the way how to

escape it.

I. P.
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PREFACE.

CHRIST, the eternal Son of God, the substance of all the

types nnd shadows of the law, was made a priest to God,

not after the law of a carnal commandment, hut after the

power of an endless life. He came in the power of the

Father; he received the power, he ministered the power,

and in the power. Thus he gathered together living stones,

bnilt them into a living temple for the Father of life to

dwell in, that they may be filled with the power, dwell in

the power, and he to the glory of the power. The church

of Israel, the church of the Old Testament, the church of

Moses, was gathered by the letter, was to be ordered by the

letter, was to keep and observe the law of the letter, was to

have priests and sacrifices according to the letter; hut the

New Testament church was to be of true Jews, of Jews

gathered in the power, circumcised by the power, renewed

in the power, &c. So that he is not a Jew any longer, who

is one outward, nor that circumcision which is outward in

the flesh: but he is a Jew who is one inwardly: and cir

cumcision is that of the heart in the Spirit, and not in the

letter. We are the circumcision, saith the apostle, which

worship God in the Spirit, and have no confidence in the

flesh. The New Testament state is a state of substance,

eyen of that spiritual substance which the law held out ii.

shadows. The Jew is inward, the circumcision inward, thc

sacrifices inward, the church inward, the ministry inward,

the worship inward: all is in spirit, in life, in power, in vir

tue ; the whole state is answerable to the High-priest of our

profession, even after the power of the endless life. By the

eternal Spirit was he made a minister, by it he preached,

("The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath

anointed me to preach the gospel," &c. Luke iv. 18.)

" through it he offered up himself a sacrifice without spot
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to God." Ileb. ix. 14, And in the same power mint the

vein of the whole dispensation of the gospel ; for it is

a ministration of the Spirit. 2 Cor. iii. 8. Take away the"

life, take away the Spirit; yc take away the stones of this

building; ye take away the church; ye take away the min

istry; ye take away all.

Now about this inward building there was an outward

court, which had its being, state, and honor from the pres

ence of the inward lite. The virtue of the inward building

did cast a reflection, and bving forth an outward state (as it

cannot but do, wherever it appears ih it* riches and glory).

This state stood firm in the days of the apostles, till God's

measuring and removing of his temple, alti\r, aml worship

pers, and his giving up of the outward court (it having lost

the life and virtue, which flowed into it from the temple.

while the temple remained within it) to the Gentiles; who

under the Gospel are such as are micirvumi'iaed in spirit,

and can worship in the outward court without the Spirit.

The enemy indeed fought hard against the lite and power,

but he could not there prevail ; the jjatew of hell could not

prevail against the true church, which brought forth the

man-child, nor against the man-child whom she brought

forth : hnt the man-child was caught up to God, and the

woman fled into the wilderness. Then that church-state,

and worship, which depended upon their presence, was dis

solved; for how could it be otherwise, when both the man-

child, which was the head of the church (from whence the

virtue, life, and influence did flow into the whole body), and

the woman (or church) herself also were both gone out of

sight? So that the ministry of eternal life, and the temple,

wherein the life was ministered, being both removed, they

are neither of them henceforward to be found in Unit place,

where they were beheld before (and where most eye* would

be ready to look for them again), but there where the Spirit

had hid them.

Now mark diligently, what kind of esteem tin' true

church hatk had in the World ever since her disrobing her

self of her outward garments, and flight into the wilderness.
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and how her true seed have been handled. The dragon

immediately casts a flood after her; her beantiful raiment

being put off, and she clothed in the habit of a widow, the

eye of the world could no longer see and acknowledge her

to be the church, but disdain, reproach, revile her. This is

her lot all the days of antichrist; she is misrepresented by

the dragon's flood of reproaches, and looked upon as a strum

pet, as one that pretends to Christ for her Lord and husband,

to his spirit, to his kingdom, to his truth, without a just

right ; and the remnant of her seed are still made war with

by the dragon. Who have been the hunted ones, the

hated, the persecuted in all nations, but the tender-con-

scienced, who receive the law of Christ into their hearts,

bowing to him in their worship and conversation, and dare

not bow or worship according to the doctrines and com-

niamlments of men ?

Now the true church, or temple, being thus removed, the

outward court becomes the habitation and place of worship

among the Gentiles, all the. time of the church's abode in

the wilderness. The Spirit of the Lord having left it, the

Heathenish spirit (man's earthly nature and wisdom), the

spirit of antichrist, enters into it, and upholds the form of

the former building (so far as it jndgeth necessary), and

here it is found worshipping, and making a great show of

holiness and devotion, but in the mean time makes war

with the true worshippers, who cannot worship in the out

ward court (since the Spirit of the Lord hath left it, and

given it to the Gentiles), but follow the church into the wil.

derness, and worship in that temple which God hath re

moved thither.

Oh! where is the eye which can read these things, as

they are written either in the letter, or in the Spirit. Anti

christ is a mystery of iniquity, which works, and gets up,

and reigns, under an appearance of godliness ; and he that

will discern him, and his false ways of worship, must have

that eye which sees beyond the appearance of things, into

their nature: and in this is the discovery of him, and the

redemption from him. And happy is he, who is not "det
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filed with women," but abideth in the true virginity, expect

ing and preparing for the appearance of the bridegroom.

THE CONSIDERATION

OF A

POSITION & c

THERE is a position laid down in some printed letters,

concerning the use of the Common Prayer-book, tendered

by one Edm. Ellis (who professeth himself to be a minister

of Jesus Christ) to Mr. Hughes, and Mr. Ford (as he styleth

them) ; against which position he entreateth me, if I find

upon my spirit any thing to be objected against it, to dis

cover it in exact and punctual expressions. This desire of

his is set down in print after the letters.

His position, or assertion, is this : " That a man may

worship God in Spirit and in truth, in the use of that form

of prayer for morning and evening, which we call the Com

mon-Prayer."

Now whoever would weigh this assertion aright, must

have the balance of the sanctuary, and must put it into the

scale with an equal hand; and then looking with that eye,

which is given to see the mysteries of the kingdom of God,

to him who is born of God, the truth or error of it is easily

discerned.

True prayer is the breathing of the child to the Father which

begat it, from the sense of its wants, for the mpply of those itxints.

" The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou nearest the

sound thereof; but canst not tell whence it cometb, and

whither it goeth; so is every one that is born of the Spirit."

John iii. 8. God, by the breath of his Spirit, begets a man

out of the spirit and likeness of this world into his own
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image and likeness. He that is thus begotten, wants nour

ishment, wants the divine warmth, the breasts of consola

tion, the clothing of the Spirit, the garment of salvation ;

wants the bread of life to feed on ; wants the water of life

to drink; wants strength against the enemy's assanlts, wis

dom against his snares and temptations ; wants the arm of

the Deliverer to preserve and cany on the work of re

demption daily; wants faith to deny the fleshly wisdom,

that so he may trust and feel the virtue of the arm of the

Deliverer; wants hope, patience, meekness, a clear guidance,

an upright heart to follow after the Lord ; yea, very many

are the daily wants of that which is begotten by the breath

of God, in its state of weakness, until it be drawn up into

the unity of the body, where the full communion with the

life is felt, the heart satisfied, and the wants drowned.

Now the breathing of this child to the Father from the

sense of these wants for his supply; that is prayer; uay,

though it be but a groan, or sigh, which cannot be uttered,

or expressed ; yet that is prayer, true prayer, which hath

an acceptance with the Lord, and receiveih a gracious

answer from him. And he that begetteth the child, teach-

eth him to pray, even by the same Spirit which begat him.

In watehing daily to the Spirit, the child is kept sensible of

the will of the Father, and in his light he sees the way

wherein he is to walk; he sees also the enemy when he is

coming, yea, and the snares he is privily laying, and he

feels his own weakness to withstand or escape: and in this

sense his heart cries to the Father of spirits for preservation ;

for him to stand by him ; for him to step in in the needful

time, even in the season of distress. And thus watehing to

the Spirit, the life of a Christian is a continual coarse of

prayer: he prays continually. This is the living prayer of

the living child, which consists not in a form of words,

either read out of a book, or conceived in the mind; but in

feeling the breath of its nature issuing out from the princi

ple of life in it to the living spring, which is the FatluT of

it; who by cansing his virtues to spring up in it, nourish-

eth it to everlasting life.

Vol. II.— 10
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But now, man who is not horn of the Spirit, hut (by con

volving some of the truths of God in the wisdom from

below) hath attained to some change of opinion and conver

sation, he pretends to be this birth from above; though

indeed he is born but "of bloods," or "of the will of the

flesh, " or "of the will of man," John i. 13. and what God

begets in, and gives to, his true child, he will be imitating,

though he be out of the nature and spirit where the true

child is begotten, and where the true gift of the Father is

received by him. He will be believing, though he hath not

received any proportion of the living faith from the hand of

the Father: he will be forming repentance and sorrow for

sin, though his heart be not turned from it; he will be

hoping in God's mercy, although he be both from off the

foundation, and from under the shadow of the mercy-seat;'

and he will be praying, though he hath neither received the

Spirit, nor been taught by the Spirit to pray; and so being

from that which should guide him, and teach him the truth

and way of worship as it is in Jesus, he runs out into the

inventions and imaginations, and sets up a way of his own

choosing; which he having much considered of, and beat

out by reasonings, and fenced about with arguments, he

grows wise in his own eyes, and now verily believes it to be

the way of God, and that he is able to maintain it against

all opposers. Thus one man, he is for a form ; another man,

he is against a form, and for conceived prayers; and each

thinks himself able to maintain his own, and to overthrow

the other. But oh, that that ear were open which can hear

the truth ! that where there is any true, honest, upright de

sire after God, from the simplicity of the heart, it might not

be thus betrayed through the subtlety of the fleshly wisdom,

which lies lurking in the wise, reasoning, knowing part, to

betray the poor, weak babe. The natural man, the reason

ing man, the understanding man. the wise man according

to the natural wisdom, cannot understand the things of God.

Here is no learning to pray aright, to believe aright, to hope

aright, to mourn aright, to rejoice aright, &c., but this wis

dom must be brought to nothing, 1 Cor. i. 19. and a man
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mnst become a. child to all knowledge, as let in this way;

and he that so become* a child is taught to pray, to believe,

to wait, to hope, and all that is necessary to eternal life.

Now as the Father teacheth to pray, so he giveth desires

or words (if he please) according to the present need. Some

times he gives but ability to sigh or groan (if he give no

more, he accepts that). Sometimes he gives strong breath

ings and plenty of words to pour out the soul in before

the Lord. But if a man should cateh those words, and lav

them up against another time, and oiler them up to God in

his own will, this would he but will-worship and abomina

tion. This I have known experimentally, and have felt the

wrath of God for it. That is prayer, which comea fresh

from the Spirit; and that is a true demn\ which the Spirit

begets; but the affentions and sparks uf man's kindling

please not the Lord, nor do they conduce to the soul's rest,

but will end in the bed of sorrow. Isa. i. 11.

Now as touching the Book of Common Prayer, or prayers

conceived without the immediate breathings of the Spirit.

I shall speak mine own experience faithfully, which is this;

I have felt both these ways draw out the wrong part, and

keep that alive in me, which the true prayer kills. And he

that utters a word beyond the sense which God begets in his

spirit, takes God> name in vain, and provokes him to jeal

ousy against his own soul. "God is in heaven, thou art on

earth, therefore let thy words be few." The few words

which the Spirit speaks, or the few still, soft, gentle breath

ings which the Spirit begets, are pleasing to God, and profit

able to the soul ; but the many words which man's wisdom

aff'ecL". hurt the precious life, and thicken the veil of death

over the sonl, keeping that part alive which separates from

<iod ; which part must die ere the soul can live.

The true prayer is by that which God begets in the vir

tue of his Spirit, ("praying always in the Spirit," Ephes. vi.

18. Jude 20.) in the time he chooses: for the Spirit brcath-

oth as well when he listeth, as where he listeth; and man

can not limit him when he shall breathe, or when he shall
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not brAthe; but is to wait tho season of his breathin•*. aitd
~"

go to ''wateh unto prayer."

Now if the -prayer be in words, (for there is a praying

withont words) then it must be in those words which be

pleaseth to give, from thc sense winch he kindleth, and not

in the words which man'n wisdom teacheth, or would

choose to use. And indeed, in the true religion, and in ev

erv exercise of it man's wisdom is kept out, and nailed to

the eross, by which menus the immortal life is raised, and

grows in the true disciple. He believes, he hopes, he waits,

he prays, he mourns, he rejoices, he obeys, &c., in the cross

to the mortal part; not as man's wisdom tencheth, or would

teach, or can teach any of these things; for his sacrifice is

still an abomination, even to the wise Egyptian part in him

self; (O wise man ! abase thyself before the Lord in his

Spirit, that thou mayest read this and live!) but as the life

teacheth, as the wisdom from above teacheth, which break-

eth down, shutteth up, confoundeth and destroyeth man's

wisdom, while he is teaching his babe.

Thus have I answered in the simplicity of my heart, to

the nature of the thing, so far as the Lord hath pleased to

draw forth my spirit ; and in sinking down to that, which

thus opened my spirit, my answer may easily be read and

assented to : bnt to that which is in the disputing wisdom,

out of the feeling of the hidden life and virtue, it tnay

prove a mystery.

Afterwards he also cntreateth me to peruse seriously,

and to lay deeply to heart (in the real fear and dread of the

great God), some particulars which he teacheth for truths.

I perceive he is offended at the questioning of his minis

try, and that the main intent of his proposing these is to

justify his ministry; which if they were true, yet the

preaching of them would not prove him, or any man else,

to be a minister of Jesus Christ: for it is not preaching

things that are true which makes a true minister; but the re

ceiving of his ministry from the Lord. The gospel is the

Lord's, which is to be preached, and is, to be preached in

his power; and the ministers which preach it are to be en-

..J
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duotl with his power, and to be sent by him. The apostles

themselves though they hnd received instructions concern

ing the kingdom from Christ's own lips, both in his life

time, and after his resurrection. Acts. i. 3. and had received

a commission from him to teach all nations. Matt, xxvlii.

18, 19. yet this was not sufficient to make them able minis-

tere of the New Testament; but, before they went abroad

to preach, they were to wait for the power; Acts i. 4. 8,

and when they had received it, they were to minister in it,

that men might be converted to the power, and bv the

power, that the faith of persons might not stand in the wis

dom of their words, (which Panl might have abounded in,

as well as others) but in the power of God. 1 Cor. ii. 5.

And this was it made Panl minister in fear and trembling,

lest the wrong part in him should minister; lest the earthly

understanding part should bo holding forth the truths of

God out of the life, out of the power, and so he should

convert men to the wisdom of the words he spake, and not

to the power, ver. 2, 3. This was It he was sent for, to turn

men "from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan

to God;" Acts xxvi. 18. from the spirit of enmity and death,

to the Spirit of love and life: and this he was careful of in

his ministry, that men might not run away with his word.*,

and miss of the thing. And this also was the wav wherebv

he discovered true and false ministers: "I will come, and

know (saith he) not the speech of them which are puffed

up, but the power: for the kingdom of God is not in word,

but in power." 1 Cor. iv. 19, 20. Many men might cateh

their words, and run away with them, and preach them;

but they could not ndnister in the power. 2\ow the king

dom which the gospel ministers are the preachers of, con

sists not in words, but in power. "God hath made us able

ministers of the New Testament, not of the letter, hut of

the Spirit." 2 Cor. iii. 6. The ministry of the New Testa

ment is a ministry of the Spirit, and it cannot be without

the Spirit. It is a reaching to men's consciences "in the

demonstration of the Spirit and power," 1 Cor. ii. 4. jmd 2

10*
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Cor. jv. 1, '2. which being felt in the heart, and turned to,

this converts them to God.

The ministry of the gospel doth not consist in a bare

opening of the letter (or raising of doctrines and uses from

the letter, which the wisdom of man may easily perform)

as the ministry of the law did: but in bringing men to the

Iceling of the Spirit, even of the eternal power of God

which redeems, in turning men from the darkness to the

light, in sotting their faces towards the power. The gospel

is the substance of what was shadowed out in the law; and

ho that ministers it must minister substance. He must

have the heavenly treasure (that is the substance) in his

earthly vessel; 2 Cor. iv. 7. and ho must give out of this

treasure into the vessel which God prepares: and that he

may do this, he-^uust minister in the Spirit, and in the

power. His words must not be sueh SUB man's wisdom

would teach, or as man's comprehension would gather; bnt

such words as God's wisdom prepares for him, and puts in

to his mouth. Ho that will be a true minister, must receive

both la's gift, his ministry, and the exercise of both from the

Lord: and must be sure, in his ministering, to keep in the

power, or he will never win others to the power : bnt in

keeping in the power, while he is ministering and standing

in the cross to his own understanding and wisdom, giving

forth the truths which the Lord chooseth to have him speak

in the words which God chooseth, even in the words which

are ministered to him by the power; in thus ministering he

shall save his own soul, and those that hear him, even all

who in fear and meekness iweive the ingrafted word, which

is able to save the soul. For alas, alas! many have received

\\onls of truth, and apprehensions of knowledge, whereby

they hope to be saved; but how few are acquainted with

that knowledge which stands in the power, which alone

converts and keeps alive unto God! Oh, how many souls

are to bo answered for by them, who take upon them to be

pastors from God, who have fed the flock with words, with

discourscs which they lun'c made, and have ruled over them

with force and rw/fy; but have wanted the love, the ten
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derness, the light and power of the true Shepherd ! Oh,

what will these do when God requires his sheep at their

hands! Oh, that there were an heart to consider! Ye

shepherds of England, little do ye know what is towards

you.

Now for those things themselves, which he saith "he

principally endeavors to make known to the sons of men,"

there is a mixture in them ; which, if he could singly apply

himself to wait ou the Lord in the meek, sober spirit, out of

the consultations, wisdom, and confidence, of the flesh, it

might please the Lord to make manifest to him.

The first particular of those, which he lays down for

truths is, ''that the good things of this life, honors, riches,

ie., unless we make use of them in the service of God, are

Uut vanitv and vexation of spirit; and in no- wise any more

capable to satisfy or content an immortal soul, than lime,

ynd ashes, and cobwebs, and sueh-like trash, are to satisfy

and keep in health the bodies of those pel-sons, who, through

the depravedness of their appetite, desire to feed on them.

Ans. Christ, by his ministry, calleth his disciples out of

the world up to the Father; out of the honor, riches, and

whatever else is of the world. "How can ye believe, which

receive honor one of another, and seek not the honor that

cometh from God only?" John v. 44. And the rich man,

he bids him "sell all and follow him." And the Apostle

John saith, "Love not the world, neither the things that are

in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the

Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust

of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, find the pride of life, is not

"f the Father, lint is of the world." 1 John ii. 15, 10. He

that will be a disciple of t'hrist, must travel out of the

earthly into the heavenly, leaving all that is of this world

behind him, possessing nothing as his portion, but him who

hath called him out of this country, from among his kin

dred, and from his father's house, to another land, kindred,

:md habitation. So that here they are pilgrims and strang-

era, sojonrners and passengers, unknown .to tins world, and

of a strange garb, behavior, and appearance in it; not enjoy
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ing any thing sis the world enjoys; not using any thing as

the world useth ; not honoring men, or receiving honor

from men, as the world gives or receives honor; but honor

ing men in the Lord, and receiving honor from the Lord:

and whatever they seem to retain of the earthly things, they

hold as stewards under the Lord; not using or disposing of

them, as they think good, hut waiting for the discovery of

the Master's pleasure,' who is to order, in his counsel and

wisdom, all that is his own, to his own glory. The hvw re-

quireth a tenth part to be given up to the Lord : the gospel

mmireth all, soul, Imly, spirit, good name, ifv. ; even that the

whole possession be sold, and laid at the Master's feet; and

he that kcepeth any thing back, cannot be a disciple; can

not be a soldier of Christ; but must needs entangle himself

with the aft'iiir* nf thin life. This is sound and savory, even

the truth of Jesus, as it is known and felt in the renewed

spirit; but his words, if he measure them in the pure light

of God, he will perceive not to have sprung thence; but to

have been formed in the' earthly wise part; even in that

wisdom, understanding, and comprehension, which is shut

out of the mysteries of God's kingdom.

For his second, "That nothing but the enjoyment of God.

the fountain of all goodness, can truly and really content

nn immortal soul." And for his third. ''That no man can

enjoy God, but he that loves him with all his heart, and

with all his soul, (and for his sake) his neighbor as himself."

F own both the things themselves, and these words, and 1

felt a good savor in them at tlu- reading of them: only let

me say this, if he put men' upon striving after these things,

without pointing them to the gift where the strength is re

ceived to perform, and where the waiting is to be for the

strength, he cannot preach them profitably to his hearers.

To his fourth, "That though every sincere convert, or re

generate person, loves God continually with bis whole

heart, as to the habit or root of holy love ; yet whilst he is

in the body, he may sometimes fail of the act or fruit of it,

and may offend God through the love of the creature.

Which truth (so much opposed in these days) is clear and
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manifest in the holy Scriptures; particularly in the records

of the heinous sins of the prophet David, and Peter, the

npostle."

Ans, The Lord cirnimci.ieth thf heart of believers under

the new covenant, to love the Lord their God irith all their

hmrt, that they mat) lire : he rauseth the plant to spring up out of

the thy and Ixirren ground, tfhii-h he wa(ereth with his blessing:

unit he Inyefh his nxe to the root of the old tree, hewing at it, eren

131 he hath cut it up: he eitf/rafMh the Eternal Word into the

heart, and by it is duib/ purifying thereof, fulfilling the good pleax-

•ire of his gnodness therein, tnd carrying on the work of faith

irith power: and the ministry which he gave was for the

"perfecting the saints," Eph. iv. 12, 13. which ministry

exhorted and encouraged helievers (from God's promises of

his presence and powerful operation of his Spirit in the

hearts of his sons and daughters) to "cleanse thcm selves

from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness

in the fear of God." 2 Cor. vii. 1. Now that the corrupt

tree shall never he cut down whilst man is in the hody, that

the heart shall never he thoroughly circumcised to love the

Lord, hut be in danger of " offending God through the love

of the creatnrc," this doctrine and belief springeth not from

the pure fountain of life and power; but the reasoning part

hath gathered it from its conceivings beneath the power.

The seed of God cannot sin (for as he is pure which be-

iretteth. so is that pure which is begotten of him): nor can

man sin, who is horn of it, and abides in it: and if God

please to perfect the birth and the work of circumcision,

what can hinder a man from being wholly born from it,

and from abiding in it? Indeed a man that strives in his

own strength, cither against sin, or towards holiness, may

well doubt of ever having it accomplished : but he that feels

the eternal power beginning the work, and carrying it on

daily, cannot doubt but he can perfect it; yea, and is en

couraged (by the feeling thereof) to hope and wait on MIrI

for the perfecting of it.

As for his instances of David and I'eter, they reach not
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the thing: for though David and Peter did fall; yet both

David and Peter might attain a higher state before they

went out of the body, than they were in before they fell.

David was a great prophet, und Peter a precious disciple;

but yet there was u higher estate to be administered, even

the receiving that which the prophets prophesied of, and

which the disciple was to wait for. The disciples who had

known Christ, and had beeh taught by him, and had re

ceived a commission from him, to whom all power in

heaven and earth was given, yet were to wait for i\ further

and higher state, even for receiving "the promise of tin..

Father, the power from on high." that he that was with

them might be in them. John xiv. IT. John was as groat

as any prophet, and yet he that wus least in the kingdom

was greater than he. Read the Acts of the Apostles. Be

hold what a precious people was brought forth, even in the

biginning of the apostles' ministry; how full of faith, how

stripped of the world, bow single-hearted to Ood, and one

townrds another! Acts ii. 42, £e., and Act* iv. 32. &e.

What would these be, abiding and growing up in the vine?

The cutting off of sin is necessary while in the body; but

to make the committing of sin necessary while in the body,

is a great derogation to the power of (rod's grace, and to

the mystery of faith, which oveteometh the evils of tho

heart, and the worldly nature within; purifieth the con

science from dead works, and i.s "held in the pure con

science." Oh ttuit men knew the power, and the faith

which stands in the power! for then would they not judge

it so impossible to be cleansed by the faith through tho

power. Oh, that light, that pure light of the Rpirit, where

in the living blood runs, which cleanseth from all sin. and

keepcth clean them that abide and walk in it! If this woiv

but a little felt, such doctrines as these (which arc gathered

in the comprehension from words read, without being let

into the thing itself) would soon vanish, and find no place

in the heart where the power dwells, nor in the understand

ing which is renewed, preserved, and fed by tho power.

For the things of (Jod are to be known and held in the un
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dcrstanding which is given of God (which understanding is

of the Spirit, and is spiritual), and not with the natural

understanding, which cannot receive the things of the Spirit,

but only a carnal apprehension and sense of the words of

the Spirit, according as a man can heat them out with, and

comprehend them in, his reasoning part.

To the fifth, "That the souls of the faithful are always

growing in grace, whilst they are in the hody; and at the

instant of death, or separation from the body, our Lord

Jesus shall present them to the Father, without spot or

blemish."

Aus. Christ presentetli to the Father, when he hath puri

fied the heart and mind, and made it fit for God's pure life

and presence. He hath received the fulness from the Fa

ther, and hath freely given of his grace and of his truth to

the sous of men, to regenerate them, to cleanse and sanctify

their hearts, and make them fit for God to dwell in. Ho

sitteth in his temple as "a refiner and purifier of silver,"

(who is like "a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap") and

when he hath purified his disciples, his children, his Levites,

he presenteth them to the Lord, for the Lord to tabernacle

and dwell in : when he hath thoroughly consecrated them,

he preseuteth them as kings and priests to his Father, to

offer up "an offering in righteousness," and to reign with

him in his kingdom. Mai. iii. 3. Rev. i. 5. And there were

some so purified by the leaven of the kingdom (which purg-

eth out the old leaven by degrees, even till at length it hath

made the lump wholly new), that to them all things were

pure. Titus i. 5. There were some "come unto Mount /ion.

and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa

lem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the gen

eral assembly and church of the first-born, which arc written

in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of

just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the

new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling." Heb. xii. 22,

23, 24. Thus it was before the apostasy; yea, and after the

apostasy there were some found standing on " Mount Zion "

again, such as had learned the "new song;" such as "were
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redeemed from the earth;" such as "were not defiled with

women," (with any of the false churches, or their ialse way*

of worship) hut had kept their virginity in the wilderness.

If ye would know who these were, they were the "first-fruits

unto God and the Lamh" after the apostasy, who were

thoroughly cleansed by the spirit of burning, insomuch as

"§in their mouth was found no guile," but "they were with

out fnult before the throne of God." Rev. xiv. 1.—6.

The work of the Spirit of Christ in the heart is an inward

work, and doth not consist in outward times or seasons, but

in spiritual degrees and seasons; which when they are fin

ished, the heart renewed, the spirit changed, the work

wrought out: then the glory of the Father is revealed, the

entrance into the everlasting kingdom ministered, and then

there is a sitting down in the everlasting mansion, even

with Christ in the heavenly places which he hath prepared;

where they that are redeemed, and purged, and sanctified,

sit together with him: and as the body cannot hinder his

entering into the spirits of his saints, and his dwelling in

them, no more can it lander their entering into him and

dwelling in him.

'j$ovr there are several exercises of spirit, several measures

of faith, and several degrees of life and glory. Some art;

under the clouds, some in the sea; some in Egypt, some in

the wilderness; some waiting for his appearance, some in

the enjoyment of him already appeared. In some the work

of regeneration, of sauctification, of newness of spirit and

life is but begun ; in others it is interrupted, and they come

to a loss; in somc it is much carried on, even towards con

summation; and some arc already ''complete in him;" find

ing fulness of satisfaction in him, (in whom the everlasting

springs are opened, to the full content of their hearts) and

bring forth fruit to him, to the full content and satisfaction

of his heart. In the apostles' days there were those that

waited for his coming, and there Were those also that knew

him come, and had received the good understanding from

him, and wore "in the eternal life." John v. 20.

Yet this doth not exclude growth, fpr the fulness is inii
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nite; and though a perfect state may be attained in the

perfect gift, yet there is a growth in the perfection (for

Christ who was perfect, and in whom was no guile, grew in

wisdom, and knowledge, and in favor with God and men).

And as God is infinite, so to that which is transplanted into

him, there is no end of growth in him: hut the tree, which

stands in God's holy earth, by his pure river of waters, shall

grow for ever and ever into his endless life and fulness.

To his sixth, "That no man can so know God as to love

him with all his heart, and with all his soul, but through

the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and him crucified: who, by

those grievous sufferings which ho endured when he was

upon earth, made satisfaction to the justice of God for the

sins of all those that believe in his name ; so that it is as

consistent with the justice, as with the mercy of God, to for

give them their sins, and make them heirs of eternal life.

God is just, and the justifierof him that belioveth in Jesus."

Ana. The knowledge of Christ is life eternal, and in his

cross is the spiritual virtue, which cuts off the uncircumci-

sion of the heart, whereby it is enabled to love the Lord.

Now " Christ is the Lord from heaven,the quickening Spirit,"

who soweth the seed of the kingdom in the heart, and caus-

eth it to spring up; out of which seed the faith, the love, tho

hope, the meekness, the patience, and every spiritual fruit

springs and grows. And he that is thus born, of this seed,

and receives the knowledge of life which springs from this

rfeed, he cannot but love him which begat him, and he reap-

cth the fruit of all that Christ did and suffered in that pre

pared body; and God is both just, and the justificr of him

who is thus united to Jesus. But that man who knoweth

not thjs faith nor is acquainted with the love which springeth

from this root, and which is of this divine nature, but think-

eth to be justified by applying to himself what is related in

the histories concerning Christ ; this man deceives his soul,

and misseth of the true justification; for God is just, who

huth made the promise sure to the seed, and hath shut out

inan, further than he is born of the seed, and found in the

seed. But he who abideth in the seed, and in whom tho

Vol. II.— 11
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seed findeth pleasure and ubideth ; he cannot miss of tbc

promise, of the everlasting righteousness, the reconciliation,

the peace, the joy, and whatever else God giveth to the

seed.

To hia seventh and last, " That the ready way to receive

Christ, the only light, by which we may see the way to

heaven; or so to believe in him that we maybe saved by

him; is to Ibrsuke all that we have, that we may be bis

disciples: that is to say, to take off our affections from

things on the earth, and to set them on things above, where

•Jesus sitteth on the right hand of God; putting our trust

and confidence in the free and in the infinite mercy of God,

through Christ; to be guided by him in all our wavs, to be

led by his good Spirit in all those ways of grace and holi

ness, through which we must pass before we can attain to

glory."

Ans. To know Christ as the light eternal (as he \vas yes

terday, is to-day, and will be for ever); to trust this light in

its convictions, calls, and free openings of love, to feel its

living virtue, and in that virtue to give up all that is of the

earthly nature and spirit; to sell all for the everlasting in

heritance; this is indeed the way to life. But it is not the

doing of things which is of value; for man may imitate

and strive to do much, and may go a great way in forsaking

all, and in taking off his affecfions from things (inasmuch as he

may give all his goods to the poor, and his body to be

burned, and yet it profit him nothing); but it is the doing

of things in the virtue, in the life, in the power which comes

from Christ, which is of acceptance with God, and of ad

vantage to the soul. Every motion and operation of true

life springs from the root of life, and hath the virtue of

the root in it; and that which differenceth it from all mens'

imitations, and from all the liknesses which the earthly

spirit can frame, is the nature and virtue of the root being

found in it. Therefore he that will be a true Christian,

must eye Christ, the spring of his life, and keep in the feel

ing of his living virtue, and in that offer up all his sacrifices

of faith, love, and obedience to God; and he that will be
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a trno minister, mnst wait niion the power himself, to he an

instrument (in the hand of power) to direct men to this,

and to preserve and build them up therein^

But alas! this is the stone which the wise builders have

all along refused! The builders before the coming of

Christ, they got a knowledge concerning the Messiah to

come; but being unacquainted with the thing itself, rejected

both it at its coming, and also the vessel wherein it ap

peared. And the builders, all along the apostasy, got a

knowledge of Christ come, and preached believing in him

crucified, as the way to life; but the living stone, the living

thing itself, which is both the foundation, the corner stone,

and the top stone of the building, they have been ignorant

of, and ready to persecute every appearance of it. Christ

can no more now appear in Spirit, than formerly he could

in that prepared body of flesh, but the wise builders non-

arc as ready to cry out against him for a blasphemer, a pro-

taner of God's ordinances, a deceiver of the people (yea, a

witeh, or one that hath a devil), as the wise builders then

were. "But wisdom" in all ages "is justified by her chil

dren," and of none else. He that is born of the wisdom, he

can discern the womb, and own the fruit and branchings

forth thereof under the mean, dark veil, whereby it hides

itself from all the fleshly-wise of every age. " The kingdom

of God cometh not by observation ; " the wisest Scribes and

Pharisees could not know it by all the observations which

they eonld gather out of Moses' and the prophets' writings:

nor can any now know it by any observations they can

gather out of the apostles' writings; but by being born of

that Spirit whereof they were born, and by being formed in

that womb wherein they were formed, by this means alone

is the thing come to be known which they knew. He that

receiveth the mime eye, seeth the same thing, according to

his measure; and coming to the life, wherein they received

the truth ; the words which they spake concerning the truth

arc cosy. Thus as they were written in the Spirit, so are

they there alone truly read; and being so read, they become

exceeding profitable to that which so reads them; but man
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guessing and imagining and reasoning in his carnal wisdom

concerning the" things of God, and so gathering senses and

meanings about the words and expressions of scripture, doth

but build up a Babel, which the eternal life and power will

throw down (whenever he appears) with that which built it.

Oh that men were wise to wait for the discovery of the true

rock, and of the true builder upon that rock! that that city

and building might be raised in them, which God alone can

rear; that they might not be left desolate and miserable in

that stormy day, which will shake all buildings and founda

tions and rocks, but our Rock ; wherein all professors, and

preachers, and high notionists, and whatever sort else can

be named (who have stumbled at God's living truth, and at

the pure appearance of his redeeming power, which, in this

age, hath mightily broken forth, after the long, dark night

of apostasy, to the sight of every eye which is opened in the

Spirit), shall confess with tears, sorrow, anguish, and shame,

that their nick is not a/• out rock, they themselves bcinp/ judge?.

For though all sorts of professors generally own Christ as

the rock in words, yet most miss of the thing; and the sab-

tie enemy hath made use of a notion, or apprehension of

the thing in the carnal mind, to deceive them of the thing,

to keep them from feeling the eternal virtue, the living

power of life in the heart, which is the arm of God's salva

tion, whereby Christ draws man's lost soul and spirit out of

the grave of sin and corruption, up to the Father. Bnt oh,

how arc poor hearts deceived ! who think, by a believing ot

what Christ did, of a satisfaction he made for them while

he was here on earth, though they lie in the pit all their

days, though they carry the body of sin about with them to

the very last of their time here in the body, and have not

felt the arm of God's power breaking down their spiritual

enemies, their lusts, their corruptions, and redeeming them

from them ; yet hope to be saved in the end, and to be pre

sented without spot or wrinkle to God! Christ had the

name Jesus given him, because he was to save his people

from their sins; and no man can truly and livingly know

the name Jesus, further than he feels the saving virtue of
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it ; but he that effectually feels the virtue, he indeed knows

the name, and can bo\v at the name, feeling his lusts and

enemies bowed under by the power thereof, and that raised

up in him, which can worship the Father in the Spirit and

in the truth. Oh that the sons of men knew ; oh that the

teachers and professors of this age knew, what they have so

long reviled and trampled upon ! Surely they would mourn

bitterly, kiss the Son, and escape the wrath.

Now, if the Lord please to smite any one's earthly wis

dom and comprehension (which is the main thing which

stands in the way of the pure openings and revelations of

the life), and give him the feeling of any thing here written,

let him in fear acknowledge the Lord, sacrificing to his

•roodness, and waiting upon him to be kept in that feeling,

not magnifying or vilifying any of his instruments; but in

meekness and humility embracing the instructions of the

Almighty, from the hand which he pleaseth to give them

forth by. As for me, I am but a shell; and if this party

knew me (who sets me up so high, preferring me above

many, whom the Lord hath preferred far above me), he

would soon acknowledge iue to be a poor, weak, contempt

ible one ; yet this I must by no means deny, that the pure

liqnor of the eternal life, »t its pleasure springeth up and

isHueth out through me; though I can also, in true under

standing, say, that St isaueth out far oftencr, and much more-

abundantly through others. Let it have its honor, wher-.

over it appears! and the Lord bring down that in people's

hearts, whioh hindereth the owning and receiving of its

virtue.

11*
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A WARNING OF TENDER BOWELS, TO THE RULERS, TEACHERS,

AND PEOPLE OF THIS NATION, CONCERNING

THEIR CHURCH AND MINISTRY.

THAT there was a fight between the dragon and his an

gels, and Michael and his angels, concerning the New-Tes

tament church and ministry, is manifest even from the let

ter of the Scriptures. Rev. xii.

That the dragon and his angels, though they could not

get the better, as relating to the power, yet that they did.

get the better, as relating to the form, insomuch as that

they overcame the third part of the true ministers, and

drew them from their standing in the firmament of God's

power, otf to their earthly ministry; and that the church

herself also was fain to fly into the wilderness, from the faco

of the dragon, for her safety and preservation, where she

was to be nourished and fed by God all the time of anti

christ's reign ; this likewise is not only revealed in tho

Spirit, but is also manifest from the letter. Itev. xii.

That after this flight of the true church, and overcoming

of the true ministry, the dragon erected his false church

and ministry (which had but at best the form without the

power) over all nations, peoples, multitudes, and tongues ;

this is also as evident, to them that read the prophecies of the

Revelations in the light of that Spirit that wrote them. Is

not the false woman (after tho true woman was fled) mani

festly described? Rev. xvii. which hath a bewitehing cup

of fornications, ver. 2. 4. Mark, she hath not the true "cup

of blessing," her cup is not filled with the "wine of tho

kingdom," it is not the cup of the true spouse (which keeps

chaste and loyal to the bed of the husband), but the cup of

fornications, wherein is a form of doctrine and discipline

and order and church-government, which leads from the

life, which bewitehes from the power, which lulls asleep in

a form of profession and worship of Christ, without knowl
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edge of, guidance by, and subjection to, his Spirit. And

this is the government, ministry, and way of antichrist,

wherever it is found; how curiously soever the cup be

gilded, yet it is but the cup of fornication, which bewiteh-

uth the heart with its golden appearance, and then leads it

into adultery from the life. And the dragon doth not only

set up a false church over the nations (in many parts where

of the truth had before appeared), Rev. xvii. 15. but a false

ministry also. There is a false prophet (which deceiveth

with miracles and false appearances of truth) advanced in

this corrupt state; which false prophet continues and up

holds hie deceit over the nations, till the mighty appearance

of Christ, in Spirit and power, doth jndge him. Rev. xix. 20.

'2 Thess. ii. 8. There is a beast with "horns like a lamb,"

who "doth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come

down from heaven on the earth, in the sight of men, and

deceiveth them that dwell on the earth," &c. Rev. xiii. 13,

14. Insomuch that he draws the kings and inhabiters oi"

the earth (in a mystery of deceit) into the bed of whoredom

and false worship, instead of the pure way of life, and pure

worship of the living God, in his Spirit, and in his truth.

Rev. xvii. 2.

Is it not further manifest, that this false church and false

ndnistry, set up in the world by the power of the dragon,

persecuted God's witnesses to the truth, in all the ages of

antichrist's reign? So soon as ever the church was fled into

the wilderness, the dragon forthwith went to " make war

with the remnant of her seed, which kept the command

ments of God, and had the testimony of Jesus Christ." Rev.

xii. 17. "And it was given unto him to make war with the

saints, and to overcome them; and power was given him

over all kindreds, tongues, and nations. And all that dwell

upou the earth shall worship him, whose names are not

written in the book of life, of the Lamb slain from the

foundation of the world. If any man have an ear, let him

hear." Rev. xiii. 7, 8, 9. " And he had power to give life

unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast

should both speak, and canse that as many as would not
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worship the imago of the beast should be killed. And he

causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and

bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their fore

head. And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had

the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his

name." Rev. xiii. 15, 16, 17. Yea, "the woman" (the false

church, which the dragon had set up, by his power in the

nations, instead of the true) "was drunken with the blood

of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus."

Rev. xvii. 6. Oh the misery, and lamentable hard usage

of the witnesses of Jesus, who have been true lambs ! born

of the power, faithful to the power, witnessing against everv

form and appearance of religion, doctrine, and worship,

which hath appeared without the power, even in the days

of greatest profession and highest devotion under the apos

tasy from the power: bow have these been hunted, perse

cuted, devoured by the wolves in the sheep's clothing, who

had got the outside, the garment, the name of Christ and

Christianity, the profession of church, ministry, and ordi

nances, but have wanted the life, the virtue, the thing itself;

and so have turned against it, and kept it down, that they

might keep up their form! For let but the power appear,

the form without the power is soon detected to be what it is.

And this is properly antichrist and untichristianism; to wit,

not openly to appear in a direct denial of Christ, his truths,

and worship, but to set up away of knowledge and worship

without his Spirit. Another spirit creeping into the form,

that is antichrist (and the setting up observation and practice

of the form out of the life and power, that is antichristian-

ism), and this is the persecutor, destroyer, and devourer

about religion.

Now though the Lord hath suffered this false church and

false prophet to reign long in the dragon's power, and to

revile and worry his poor lambs, in every age of antichrist's

reign ; yet the Lord hath appointed a season to judge this

false church, Rev. xvii. 1. to cast the false prophet into the

lake. Rev. xix 20. Yea, and to torment with fire and brim

stone, all the false worshippers. Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11.
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Oh, how deeply doth it concern England ! her rulers, her

teachers, yea, the whole people thereof, to consider their

ways, to consider their worship, to consider their church-

state, to consider their ministry, that they be not over

whelmed at unawares in the bitter wrath of the Almighty,

before which there is no standing. Oh! that they could

mourn, and pray, and wait for the eye of God's Spirit ; for

his pure light, which searcheth and discovercth all the de

ceits of antichrist; that they might not be bewitehed with

any of the wine of the fornication of the false woman,

"whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands,"

to entangle hei; lovers in, and keep them from the pure bed

of life, where the Father of life, with the Son and Spirit,

is enjoyed and worshipped.

If men consult concerning these things in the wisdom of

the flesh, they will be entangled, and err ; for that eye can

not see the mysteries of the kingdom, or the course either

of truth or deceit. The gospel, the eternal truth, the true

church, the true ministry, are all spiritual, (not new shad

ows, as the things under the ministration of the law were,

but spirit and substance) and they can only be seen by the

spiritual eye of the children of wisdom. The wise hunters,

and diligent inquirers, into the comprehending part, cannot

find the womb or the way of life, or the way of the worship

of that which is begotten in the life, or God's way of minis

try, which he hath appointed for the feeding and preserving

of the life. The prophets of old could not be known, dis

cerned, or owned, by the fleshly eye of observation in Israel

after the flesh (but they still rejected them, esteeming and

magnifying the false'prophets above them); how much less

can the prophets and ministers of the New-Testament be

seen by man's eye? Are they the prophets and ministers

of Christ, which a nation cries up for such, and which the

eye of the wise men therein admires, and pitehes upon?

Or, are those they which the renewed eye, in the light of

the Lord, sees to be fitted, sanctified, and called forth by

Christ into that service ? Ah, poor England ! must thou

fall into the pit before thine eyes be opened !
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The great controversy of this age is abont church and

ministry, which must earn• it, the form or the power?

Whether the church and ministry shall take place which

was before the apostasy, or that which hath sprang up in

or since the apostasy? Whether man's wisdom shall de

termine which is the true church, and its true ministry,

or whether the Spirit of God shall determine it? Whether

a nation, with the ministers it sets up, shall IK? the church

and ministry? Or whether God's holy nation, (which he

calleth and sam-tifieth by his Spirit) and the mimsters whicli

he chooseth, and seudeth to gather and build up his in the

holy faith, and pure power of life, shall be the ehnrch ami

ministry? Our eyes wait on the Lord to see this contro

versy determined, and our hope of help is in his arm; nor

are we at all affrighted at the rising of any strength against

us, (our hearts being given up to God's truth, and to suffer

for its testimony, according to God's will, meekly and pa

tiently in his strength) bnt we pity this poor land ; yea, in the

depth of bowels we pity the rulers, the teachers, and people

therein. Oh! that they might he humbled, and in fear of

the great God, surrender to him bis due, before he appear

in his strength to force it from them.

OF THE KlNODO.M, LAWS, AXD GOVERNMENT OF CliniST IN THE

HEART AND CONSCIENCE, ITS INOFFENFIVF.NEPS TO AM. JUST

LAWS AND GOVERNMENTS OF THK KINGDOMS OK ME\.

CHRIST'S kingdom. God's kingdom, the kingdom of heav

en (for they are all one and the same), is that seed of eter

nal life which God bath hid in the hearts of the sons of

men. whereby he gatheretb them back unto himself, bring-

eth them under the yoke of bis government, ruleth over

them, and reignetb in them.

This kingdom is likened to a grain of mustard-wed, for
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its smallnesa; to a pearl, for its riches, value, and worth;

and to leaven, for its spreading nature. And many other

1tarables did Christ make use of to discover it by: as to a

piece of silver, which the woman that lont it, lighting the

t-mitlle, sweeping the house, and searching it diligently, at

length found it, even there where she had lost it.

Man fallen from God, is become lost as to the Lord, and

iis to his own happiness in the Lord: being driven from his

Mossed presence and divine image, life, and spirit, into the

earthly spirit, image, and life, which he chose: yet, in this

i-arth, in this Held of tin; world, God hath hid somewhat,

even the everlasting pearl; which, when man is awakened

to seek, and findeth in the living breath, in the eternal light

t tf life, it is able to redeem him; it is able to overspread (he

Iiccoming subject to the laws, leadings, teachings, and power

of it) and leaven him into the likeness and image of the

pure life and spirit.

Oh that men knew the gift of God! Oh that men knew

the purchase of the blood of Christ! Oh that men knew

that spiritual good thing, which Christ (who died for them)

iiath given to redeem them by ! that in that they might be

united to Christ, and so by him be renewed and restored to

<Jod. For as the Father receiveth none but through the

Son, so the Son receiveth none but in that gift which he be-

>toweth from the Father. He owneth no faith, no love, no

hope, no repentance, no obedience, but what springeth

from that, and standeth in that.

Xow as man is born of this, is leavened by this (as he be

comes a fool in his own earthly wisdom and excellency of the

fallen spirit, and becomes a babe, a child, a simple inno

cent, &c.), so he enters into the kingdom, being ingrafted

into the root, through the virtue of this which is given him

from the root, and so grows up in this, and this in him.

And here is the new nature, the new life, the new heart,

the new spirit, in which the unity and fellowship with God

is again known, and the disunion with the world, the wis

dom, the interests, the fashions, the customs, the fears, the

hopes, -the delights, the joys of this world, and whatever
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else is of it. For Christ, as he is not of the world, so ho

calleth men out of the world; and they which follow him,

stud become his disciples, go out of the world after him;

that is, travel in spirit and conversation from what is of the

earth, from whatever is "not of the Father, hut of the

world. They arc uot of the world, as I am not of the world,

(saith Christ concerning his disciples, John xvii.) therefore

the world hatoth them.

The laws of this kingdom are given forth in the kingdom,

from the covenant of life, which is made there in Christ.

They are written in the heart, in the mind, as far as it is re

newed. There the fear is put, there the eternal wisdom is

opened, there is Zion known, and the Jerusalem which is

from above, and the laws of eternal life issue fresh from it,

and are revealed by the life in the heart which is turned tow

ards the life. There sin is reproved, and everlasting right

eousness manifested in the light which cannot deceive; and

as the heart is made subject under the yoke, so sin is

wrought out, and righteousness brought in ; and under the

cross or yoke of life the blood of the everlasting covenant

runs through the vessel, to keep it pure, sweet, clean, and

fresh in the life.

This then is the government of Christ, to be subject to

his Spirit, which appears, and opens his will, in the gift of

grace which comes from him; to feel his living breath, by

which the heart is begotten to God, out of the region of

darkness ; to know the tnovings, the stirrings, the leadings,

the steps of the Lamb, who is "the Captain of our salva

tion;" and to follow him wherever he goes, doing all

things that he commands, forbearing all things that he for

bids, "without murmuring, without disputing."

Whoever will be of the inward Israel, the spiritual Israel,

which Christ redeems out of the spiritual Egypt, and leads

through the spiritual wilderness into the land of rest, must

know his leader, must receive his Spirit, and follow it faith

fully. "If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is nono

of his;" he is none of the spiritual Israel; and if any man

follow not the Spirit of Christ through all the travels in tho
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wilderness, (but either sits down by the way, or lies over

come by any kind of enemies, and comes not to the end of

his journey, finishing the warfare and fight of faith) he falls

short of the rest. Oh! that men were awakened to con

sider of things as indeed they are! For religion is not such

an outward form of doctrine, or worship of any sort, as men

generally (whose poor souls are deceived through the sub

tlety of the powers of darkness) are too apt and willing to

apprehend ; but it consists in Spirit, in power, in virtue, in

life: not in the oldness of any form that passeth awuy; but

in the newness of the Spirit, which abideth for ever; in

being born of the Spirit, in abiding in the Spirit, in

living, walking, and worshipping in the Spirit ; yea, in be

coming and growing into Spirit, and into eternal life : for

•'that which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit." Oh! that the

sons of men would hearken, that they might taste of the

sweetness and riches of the goodness which the Father in

his free love hath opened in the spirits of many, and hath

let the spirits of many into! Oh! that men would suffer

the wearing out of this earthly spirit and wisdom, that they

might become like God, be formed into, and live in his im

age! How long shall the destroyer in every age prejudice

men against them in that age which seek their good with

their hearts? How long will the world stand in enmity

against the generation of God's choice, and provoke the

Lord to wrath against them! Surely the spirit of this world

will try it out to the very last against the Spirit of God ! For

indeed the spirit of this world is not subject to the Spirit of

God, nor indeed can be, and so cannot endure the govern

ment of his kingdom (which is not of this world) to be set

up in the sight of it.

Yet the government of Christ and his kingdom is not op

posite to any just government of a nation or people. Christ's

government is a righteous government of the heart, or in

ner man, chiefly ; which doth not oppose a righteous gov

ernment of the outward man. Nay, those who are Christ's

subjects, and singly obedient to his law of righteousness in

their spirits, are more faithful to men, and more subject to

Vol. II.— 12
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anv just law of government, than others can he: for their

fidelity and subjection is out of love, and for conscience'

sake. But this is it which offends the world : men many

times make laws in their own will, and according to their

own wisdom (now the wisdom of the world is corrupt, and

hath erred from the guidance of God), and are not free from

self-ends and interests, not being gathered into that which

cleanseth and keepeth pure the naturals. Now that which

is of God cannot how to any thing which is corrupt in man:

it can lie down and suffer, and bear the plowing of long

and deep furrows upon its back; but it cannot act that

which is against its lite. It cannot he disloyal to its King,

to gratify the spirit of this world ; but what practice or tes

timony its King calls for against the evil and corruption of

this world, it must obey singlv and faithfully.

God, in every age, so bringeth forth and ordereth his inno

cent lambs and people, as that they are still offensive to the

present age. The Lordn'tteth them, and ealletk them forth

to be witnesses against the evils of the present age : how

can they hut offend it? Can darkness choose hut hate the

light, which speaks against it? How can darkness in power

and dominion bear to be reproved by a mean, contemptible

appearance of the light, in mean and contemptible vessels':

For God chooseth "the weak and foolish things of this

world, and things that are not, to bring to nanght things

that are." Look into former ages; how did God reprove

the kings and princes of Israel ? Xot by the eminent priests

and prophets, whom they expected to be tanght by, but by

herdsmen, by plowmen, by prophets which they despised.

How did he overcome the heathenish world, yea, and the

.lewish corrupted state? "Wiut it by wise learned men (by

the learned {Scribes and Pharisees among the Jews, or by the

wise Grecians among the heathen), or by fishermen and

publicans? And how shall the recovery out of the apos

tasy, and the reproof of the uutk'hriatian world be? Shall

it be by wise synods and counsels of learned and orthodox

men among them (as they speak), or shall it be by the

learning of the Spirit, which such as these contemn ? WTieu
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God hath the rich treasure of the knowledge of his king

dom to manifest in the world, ho chooses earthen vessels,

weak vessels, poor contemptible persons: hs appears there

(where the eye of man least looks for him) that "the excel

lency of the power" might appear to be of him wholly, and

that the vessel might rob him of none of the glory of it.

Xow the Lord hath not only chosen, in this day of his great

appearance in Spirit to the spirits of his people, mean in

struments, but mean things also, foolish things, weak

things, the keeping on of an hat, the use of ordinary lan

guage, the appearing in mean habits, rind despised gestures;

yea, and in a foolish way of preaching (indeed it ia so to

that which hath not the savor of the virtue and power of

the life in it); and how can the wisdom of man but stumhh-

at it? Who would think that God should require such

things, or appear in such things ? 0 living eternal power!

how is thy mighty presence and appearance veiled from all

that look for it in any war of man's observation, or jndge it

with the eye of man's wisdom! Virily tltou nrt a Gtxl fhff

bast hid ihysetffrom ^'c firtH;/ spirit in its utmost icisdom ; yea,

in its utmost search after the knotcledf/c of, and in the midst of,

the highest lrrnfesfion of religion.' "Which of the wise, which

of the scribes in this age, can discern any of the paths, or

so much as one of thy footsteps':' Oh that men would

fear before the Lord, and be sure to govern in that which

is of God, and then they should harm none of his, nor ha/-

:ird the shaking of their government! but whatever is not

of God, both within and without, must fall in the day of

God's power. Oh, happy is he who is now made willing to

part with that which God is determined to rend fromman.

that his standing may be in that which cannot be shaken!

for there bath been a great earthquake in this nation, both

of things without, and of things within; and there yet re

mains somewhat to be shaken, both without and within,

that the glory of God may have room to appear. () Eng

land! "kiss the Son, lest he be angry:'' let all such laws

and customs as are not of him fall before him; and what

ever is of him, let it bow unto him. (both within and with
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out) that his wrath break not forth like a fire, which none

can quench ; for the Lord hath mighty things to bring to

pass, and he hath a mighty arm of power to effect them by,

and what shall be able to stand before him that stands in

his way ?

AN

S -W E

TO THAT

COMMON OBJECTION AGAINST THE

QUAKERS,

THAT THEY CONDEMN ALL BUT THEMSELVES.

WITH A LOVING AND FAITHFUL ADVERTISEMENT TO

THE NATION, AND POWERS THEREOF.

OBJECTION.

It w commonly objected against us, That we condemn all but our

selves; all the Protestant churches, martyrs, and worthies for

merly (many of whom were valiant champions against

Rome, and divers of them sealed their testimony with

their blood), and all sorts of Chrisfianx and professors si

present, who nre not just of our stamp and way, though other

wise ever so zealous.

A N S W E R.

THE Protestant churches, (as they are called in way of

distinction from the church of Rome) the blessed martyrs,

who Buffered for the testimony of a pure conscience towards

(Jod, and all the worthies of the Lord in their several gen
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orations, who fought against the scarlet whore, were accepted

of God in their testimony against her, and are not disowned

by u.s, but dearly owned and honored therein ; and for

agreeing with them in their testimony in several things,

a£ against deriving of a ministry from Home (which Luther

wrote against, and John Huss prophesied of another min

istry to arise), and against maintaining the gospel ministry

by tithes, or any other way of forced maintenance, which

(till Popery grew very strong and powerful) was known to

have been free ; and against swearing, &c. (Walter Brute

said, '• The perfection of Christian men is not to swear at

all, becanse they are so commanded of Christ; whose com

mandment must in no case be broken, although that the

city of Home is contrary to this doctrine of Christ." Fox's

Acts and Monuments, p. 4(30, 461. And see also p. 495,

"Thorp's Testimony both about Tithes and Swearing.")

For these very things, and such like, (as for following of

Christ, in not receiving or giving that honor which is out

of the faith, and for testifying against the hypocrisies and

corruptions of our age) do we suffer in this our day, even

as they did in their day, from the same spirit that persecu

ted them; which, though it hath much changed its form

and way of appearance, yet still rctaineth the same nature.

But all thing* were not discovered at once. The times

were then dark, and the light small; yet they being faith

ful according to what was discovered, were precious in tin*

Lord's eyes; and what through ignorance they erred in, tho

Lord winked at and overlooked, being pleased with that

sincerity and simplicity of heart which he had stirred up in

them towards himself. But if they were now alive in these

our days, and should depart from the sincerity which was

then in them, and oppose the light of this age, they would

not then be accepted of the Lord, but their former sinceritv

would be forgotten. For the light shineth more and more

towards the perfect day: and it is not the owning of the

Light as it shone in the foregoing ages, which will now

commend any man to God, but the knowing and subjecting

to the Light of the present age. Even as in these our davs,

12*
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there was, some years ago, an honest zeal and true simplic

ity stirring in the Puritans (especially among the Noncon

formists of them), which was of the Lord, and was very dear

to him; and had the generations of this age abode there,

they would have been able to have followed the Lord in

every further step, and leading of his Spirit: but departing

fro*n that into some form or other, the true simplicity with

ered, and another thing began to live in them: and so they

settled upon their lees, magnifying the form they had chose

to themselves, till at length their hearts became hardened

from the pure fear, even to the contracting of a spirit of pro-

faueuess; insomuch as they could mock at the next remove

:md discovery of the Spirit, as some new light; and so by

degrees have grown persecutors of that Spirit in its outgo

ings in the people of the Lord, which they themselves had

once some taste of, while they were reproached for Puritan.-;.

And the god of this world, who at first tempted them aside

into the form, hath at length prevailed so far to blind them

therewith, that they can neither see what spirit they them

selves are of, nor what Spirit it is they persecute.

Let therefore people consider the truth of the thing, as if

is before the Lord: we do not cast dirt upon any in whom

the truth of God hath stirred and appeared in any measure

in former ages, or in this our age; but this wo testify

against; to wit, the setting up of any form without the life:

for it is the erring spirit that still cricth up the form, to

keep down the power, by the form, and so by the help of it

to bewiteh from the Spirit wherein is the life, and not in the

form. This was the painted Jezebel of the apostles' age :

false teachers finely dressed up themselves with the form of

godliness, and then under this cover they could deny the

power, and make head against it. 2 Tim. iii. 5. How easy

is it for them to appear in the form of the doctrines of the

gospel, in the form of zeal, in the form of holiness, to pass

in a nation for the true church ; and then to asperse them

for hereties, who, appearing in the power, cannot but deny

that form which is without the power. This is the great

witch of this ago (even that spirit of zeal aud devotion
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which is best clothed and decked with the form without the

power), which though men (who judge of the things of God

after the tlesh) justify, admire, and much contend for in her

several shapes and dresses (some being for one, some for an

other), yet the Lord is searching after her, and will find her

out with his eternal flames, which will make her manifest.

and all her lovers shall dread her burning and bed of tor

ment. Now, as all along the apostasy, this bewitehing

spirit (this spirit which bewiteheth from the power), hath

crept up under a form of church worship and holiness ; so

the other Spirit (the pure Spirit of life, the Spirit of true

zeal and fear of the Lord), hath still appeared more and

more out of the forms. Who were the best preachers, and

most eminent Christians in the Puritan days? Were they

not those who least minded the form then ; nay, indeed,

who were most against the form, and persecuted for their

conscientious stumbling at it? And who were the greatest

persecutors then, but they who were most zealous for the

form, both of the government and worship of the church

of England ? And where is the persecuting spirit next to be

looked for, but in the forms which should next appear? And

where likewise is the appearance of the true Spirit next to

be looked for, but in those whom the Lord should raise up

to testify against those forms, and to be the succeeding suf

ferers for their testimony, us the Puritans hod been forego

ing sufferers for their testimony.

Yet if there be any persons left, among any of the forms

which have appeared (whether former or latter), that have

not lost their sincerity and true zeal towards God, them we

own and have unity with, so far as they keep, or rather arc-

kept, thereto. If there be any among the Episcopal sort

that in truth of heart desire to fear the Lord, and look upon

the Common-Prayer-Book as an acceptable way of worship

ping him, we pity their blindness, yet are tender towards

them, and would not have the simplicity persecuted in

them because of this, but rather cherished. If there be any

among the Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists, Seek-

ons, or any other sort, that in truth of heart wait upon the
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Lord in those ways, and do not find a deadness overgrown

them, but a pure, fresh, lively zeal towards God, with an

unfeigned love to his people, our hearts are one with this;

and we cannot fight against this good thing in any of them,

though in love to them we testify, that their form and way

of worship is their present loss and hindrance; yet we doubt

not but that the Lord (in his time) will make manifest to

such the light of this age; which is the very thing the peo

ple of God, in many foregoing ages, have been praying for.

lint this is our lamentation, that forms and ways of worship

abound; but the Puritan principle, the Puritan spirit, is

lost and drowned in them all ; and that men are hardened

against our testimony, not from the remainders of the sim

plicity in them, but because they are erred from the sim

plicity, and fallen in league with another spirit, which hath

lain lurking in forms of knowledge and worship (to tempt

aside from the simplicity, and to hide the sight of the life

and power from the panting soul) all this night of the

apostasy.

Now mark how easy and natural it is to that spirit to en

ter into a form, to cry up a form, to set up a form in a na

tion, city, or country; doubtless it had been done in this

nation long ago, had not the mighty hand of the Lord

withstood it. When the evil and unclean spirit is detected

and driven out of one form, if it doth not get another sud

denly to appear in, and tempt with, it must needs loose many

of its subjects. The strumpet, or false chnrch, is forced

(us (iod discovers her nakedness and lewdness) to change

her dresses and appearances, to new trick and adorn her

bed: and then, as if she also were changed, and wore now

no longer the same, she comes forth again with boldness, and

tempteth the young man again to eome in unto her. Prov. vii.

Iti. And thus "she easteth down many wounded : yen, many

strong men have been slain by her." ver. 26. Who other

wise would have "pondered the path of life," chap. v. li.

had they not been oiumared by her flatteries, who " foraak-

oth the guide of her youth, and forgcttcth the covenant of

her God." chap. ii. 17. There is no more certain and raidy
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way to suppress truth, and to betray the honesty which is

singly searching after it, than to present a form of godliness

or worship, as the proper way of meeting with it: for

hereby the soul is lulled asleep with a false hope, until the

freshness of its desire begins to die, and its life to wither;

and then the fleshly part easily grows into unity with, and

zeal for, that form which indeed is of the flesh ; though it

appeared and tempted as if it had been otherwise. And

Low many have gone a great way towards hell, and have

been deeply entangled and distressed in the chambers of

death, by entering into this strumpet's church or house,

which they then (through the subtlety of her deceit) took

for the house or church of God! Prov. vii. 27. Consider

the thing a little seriously. When the evil spirit is driven

out of his strong-hold of gross Popery, whither should he

ran but into Episcopacy? When he is driven out of Epis

copacy, whither should he run but into Presbytery? When

he is driven out of Presbytery, whither should he run but

into Independency? When he is driven out of Indepen

dency, whither should he run but into Anabaptism? When

he is driven out of Anabaptism. whither should he run

but into a Way of Seeking? And what is his end of run

ning into Episcopacy, but to save alive that spirit which

was hunted out of Popery, and could abide no longer there,

and so the better (and the safer from being discerned) to

reproach and persecute the other Spirit (wherever it

appeared) under the nick-names of Puritans, Separatists,

Brownists, Round-heads, &c. And what is his end afterwards

of running into Presbytery, but to save that alive which was

hunted out of Episcopacy, and to persecute the former truly

zealous Spirit (where it should further appear afterwards)

by means of that form? Thus the forms and appearances

of things change ; but the fight is still the same, the evil

spirit still getting uppermost, under a form of godliness,

and from thence shooting forth its arrows at those that seek

after purity of heart, and cannot but testify against those

forms where the impure one lodgeth.

This then is the sum of our answer in this respect ; we
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are not against the true life and power of godliness, wher

ever it Imth appeared, or yet appears nnder the veil of any

form whatsoever. Xay, all persons who singly wait npon

the Lord in the simplicity and sincerity of their hearts,

whether under any form, or out of forms, (that matters lit

tle to us) are very dear unto us in the Lord. "Bnt we are

against all forms, images, imitations, and appearances,

which betray the simplicity and sincerity of the heart, keep

the life in bondage, and endanger the loss of the soul.

And too many such now there are, which hold the immor

tal seed of life in captivity under death, over which we can

not but mourn, and wait for its breaking off the chains,

and its rising out of all its graves into its own pnre life.

power, and fulness of liberty in the Lord.

A LOVINC AND FAITHFUL ADVERTISEMENT TO THE NATIOX.

AND J'OWEKS THEREOF.

0 Kixc ! O parliament! O nation of England! consider

before the decree come forth; before the min of the nation

(with the powers thereof) be irrevocably sealed: for the

Lord hath a controversy with this nation, and he will plead

with thee, O England ! who desirest not, and canst not bear

a government in righteousness, for the suppressing of tiic

evil, and encouragement of the good; but the good 5s still

suppressed in thee, and cannot grow as it ought, because of

the lust of the nation against the purity of the life of God.

and because of the corrupt wills, ends, and interests of those

who still are in power.

After King IIenry the YIIIth had renounced and shaken

otf in part the Pope's authority in this nation, he did not let

it fall to the ground as an evil thing, but took upon himself

the exercise of it, assuming to himself the headship and

government under Christ in all ecclesiastical causes and

matters in his dominions. The same course his successors

followed, keeping the very title which the Pope gave to him
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of Defender of the Faith. And so parliaments in their days

(as if the government of the church were a right and privi

lege of the nation, and not peculiar to Christ) have taken

upon them to make laws and orders about the government

of the church and people of God in spiritual things, as well

as about matters of state.

Now it would fairly and honestly (with the spirit of meek

ness, and ili the fear of the Lord) be inquired into, WJtctfur

tli£ Pope's power and authority in this nafion was a true chun-h-

poicer and authority. That is, whether it was such a church-

power and authority as Christ had instituted; or of another

nature, even of a nature contrary to Christ, and to his in

ward government in the spirits of his people. For if the

Pope's power and authority was a true church-power' and

authority, then it may be lawful in another hand, though

not in the Pope's; but if it was a usurped kind of authority

and government in itself, then it cannot be lawful in itself,

nor serviceable to Christ in any other hand; but will prove

an instrument of war against him, in whose hands soever it

iie put. And let it be singly considered, whether the church

power in this nation hath not been a curb to the rising of

the purity of religion, even a sharp check upon the tender

conscience ; but such as the loose (yea, profane spirit) would

take pleasure in and contend for.

The true church-power is only the power of the Spirit of

Christ. That converts men to God, and that alone is able

to govern them in the aftairs of his kingdom, being con

verted. Man, meddling with religion and clmrch-govern-

meut in his wisdom, is but a beast, and must govern like n

beast; namely, with force and cruelty over the spirit and

conscience which is tender towards God. As the Lord God

of heaven and earth never gave the converting power to

any, so neither did he ever give this governing power to

any, further than as they were endued with the Spirit; for

that is the sceptre of his church and kingdom, which is a

sceptre of righteousness, which leads on in the love and

gentleness of the Spirit that which is to be dealt gently

with, and spiritually cuts off, by its severity and sharpness,
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that which is to be cut off. And here are Christ's limits of

government, which that spirit and wisdom which exceeds,

errs, and does hurt both to itself and others.

Now if, in the mist of darkness, which hath long over

spread the earth (for though there broke out a little light to

discover the thick blackness of Popery, and to cause some

reformation out of it, yet the mist was not expelled), this

nation hath erred, her princes, her teachers, her parlia

ments, and all sorts of persons, in laying hold on and estab

lishing a wrong church-power, which power hath had a bad

effect; namely, in suppressing the progress of the reforming

spirit, and raising up a formal spirit, if not a spirit of loose

ness and proianeness, which ran backwards towards Popery,

and not forwards from it : yet let them not love error, and so

strive against the light which shineth forth to discover the

error to them; but let them humble themselves before

Christ, the Lord of all, and restore unto him that which is

his due, lest they provoke him to wrath, and cause him to

take from them what they look upon as their due. For is

it not just with Christ to take that power from men, which

they (so long as they have it) will not forbear managing and

making use of to keep him from his power? Consider

these things, 0 England ! 'for they belong to thy peace, and

toward the mitigation of thy sorrow and misery in the day

of thy calamity.

This is from one who hath mourned over thee, while thou

hast been rejoicing,

ISAAC PENINOTON the Younger.

Oh that thou couldst know, at least in this last hour of

thy day, how to make thy peace with the Lord, and not be

gin that controversy afresh with him, which he hath already

sO much shattered and broken thee about, that the dregs of

the cup, whereof thou hast already so largely drunk, might

pass from thee !
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AN EXPLANATORY POSTSCRIPT.

WE read of the getting up of another power than Christ's

in the church, after the days of the apostles. 1 Thess. ii. 4.

Rev. xiii. 2. which power was to last forty-two months,

even all the time of antichrist's reign; by which power the

beast should make war with and overcome the saints in all

kindreds, tongues, and nations, ver. 5, 6, 7. And all this

wickedness and persecutions of the saints should he com

mitted under a pretence of righteousness, as if it were for

Christ, and the well-government of his church, from a true

and rightly-derived and well-balanced power. 1 Thess. ii. 8,

!'. Xow this power will last in one form or other, even till

the very coming of Christ: and then shall that wicked spir

it (in all his workings, in all his various appearings and

transformings, as if he still were for God, and for the

right and orderly government of his church and temple)

be discovered, by degrees consumed, and at last destroyed.

ver. 8. And then the kings or powers of the earth, which

gave their power and strength to the beast (helping him

to cause men to worship. Rev. xiii. lo, 16.), making war

with the Lamb and his suffering • saints by their laws,

whips, prisons, fines, &c., shall be overcome by him, who

tighteth against them with " the Spirit of his mouth," and

by his "truth, meekness, and righteousness," which shines

in the hearts and conversations of his "called, faithful, and

chosen." Rev. xvii. 13, 14. Psa. xlv. 4, 5.

The power of Christ cannot hurt any of his lambs (it

never forced the weak ones, the tender-conscieneed, but he

carries the lambs in his bosom, and gently leads those that

are with young. Isa. xl. 11.). He had rather have many

hypocrites spared, than one ear of wheat plucked up. Mat.

xiii. 29. That power therefore in the church which spares

the hypocrites (who can easily comply with an outward

conformity in worship, without feeling an inward life or

virtue), but lights heavy on that which is tender and shy in

Vol. II— 13
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matters of worship (knowing that it must give an account

thereof to Christ), that is not the true church-power, but at

best but a counterfeit of the true.
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THE GREAT QUESTION. &C.

WHETHER it be lawful for Christians (who know Christ.

the substance of all the shadows under the law, and are in

the new covenant) to swear upon weighty occasions, as it

was lawful for the Jews to do under the old covenant. Or.

Whether Christ alloweth his disciples to swear in solemn

oases, as Moses did allow his disciples.

Ana. For the clearing of this weighty controversy, to all

such as singly desire to know the truth (as it is in Jesus) in

this particular, that their hearts may bow to him therein.

aad not be overtaken with the reasonings and subtleties of

the carnal mind (which never knew nor can know the

power! but hath always been, and still is, setting up dead

images of God's truths and of his worship, out of tlu-

power), these few things following would be considered of.

First, What an oath is. Or, The nature of a right and trno

Mh under the law. Secondly, The ground or occasion of

its institution. Thirdly, The cases wherein an oath was to

be used. Fourthly, The proper end and service of an oath.

Fifthly. The suitableness of its nature to its end and service.

Lastly, The persons to whom the use of an oath was proper

ia itself, and intended and allowed by God; and whether

there be any persons to whom it is not proper, and to whom

the Lord doth not allow it. This last is the main, and will

of itself determine the thing; but yet a brief consideration

of the former may not be uuprofitable, to make way for a

clearer leading and insight into it.

First, As touching an oath, what it /s, or tin' nature of it.

A true and lawful oath under the law wan an engagement

13*
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or bond upon the soul, Num. xxx. 2. by the name of the

Lord, Deut. x. 20. to the speaking of truth in things af

firmed, and to the performance of truth in things promised.

It was as a seal to bind fallen man (man fallen from the

truth, from the uprightness) to truth in his words and prom

ises, either to God or man. This is the nature and use of

an oath; to wit, to bind the soul to truth, to be such an en

gagement upon the soul, as, if there be any fear of God

there, it cannot but dread to break, knowing, that "the

Lord will not hold him guiltless, that taketh his name in

vain."

Secondly, The ground or occasion of an oath, is the fall of

man from truth, from innocency, from the uprightness

which engaged him to truth before his fall. This made the

Jews stand in need of this bond under the law, in their pur

poses and promises towards God; and the same thing like

wise made them stand in need of it one from another, to

ratify and confirm truth between them.

Thirdly, The ca^es wherein an oath was to be used, which

were chiefly these four.

1. In case of a promise or vow to God. 2. In case of

promise to man. That the truth, integrity, and plain inten

tion of the heart might stand, and there might be no de

parting therefrom, in the thing promised, either to God or

man; an oath in that state was found useful to bind tiic

soul thereto.

3. In case of pronouncing or declaring the truth of a

thing which was weighty, that there might be a clear and

satisfactory ground of belief.

4. In case of controversy between parties, where the con

troversy could not be determined, but by taking the con

fession of the one party for truth; there that party was to

seal his confession with an oath, and so the other to rest

satisfied therewith, and the controversy thereupon end.

Fourthly, The end of an oath, which is for final confirma

tion, and avoiding all further strife and contention about the

thing sworn to. By binding the thing (promised or affirmed)

•with au oath, the thing is confirmed ; and now there is no
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more strife in the heart concerning the thing, if relating to

(iod, or between man and man in things relating to them ;

but the striving nature is bound down by the oath of God,

wherewith the thing is ratified, and so the doubt and uncer

tainty removed, and the contest ended. Thus of right it

ought to be, and is, where the oath is forcible and in ita

proper service.

Fifthly, The suitableness of its nature to the aid aimed at by

it. Man out of the Christian life, can go no further than

to engage himself by the fear and dread of that God,

whom he professeth to worship and serve, and who cannot

Imt be jealous of his name and honor, and ready to vindi

cate the taking of it in vain. Man under the law could not

hind himself to God, in any promise or service more than

this; nor can there be any greater bond or seal of truth

given by one man to another, in the fallen state, than this.

And he that will venture to break this, what but deceit

and treachery can be expected from him? insomuch as no

"ther engagement from him can be of weight, he hereby

manifesting the want of that in his mind and spirit, where

upon all ties are to fasten.

Sixthly, The persons to whom, the use of an oath was proper

"ad lawful, and for whom ilf was instituted; and whether there

'*• any persons to whom it is not proper and lawful, and for

trhoft' we' it was not instituted.

To find out this distinctly and truly, we must consider

the several conditions of man since the creation; and ob

serve to which of those it is useful and proper in itself, and

allowed by God, and to which it is not useful in itself, nor

allowed by God.

There have been four estates or conditions of mankind

*iiK.-e the creation :

1. An estate ofinnocency; an estate of integrity, of purity,

of righteousness, wherein man could not lie or deceive; but

liis promises to God, and his words to men, must needs be

ysi, and Amen: for it was impossible to man, who was

made in God's image (which is truth) to lie or deceive, until

the deeeit entered him, and drew him out of the truth.
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2. There was (and still is) an estate of deep capfivity,

wherein this truth and innocency was wholly lost; and man

wholly corrupted in his spirit and nature, and wholly degen

erated from God. This was the estate of the heathen, who

knew not God generally, nor desired after him, hut walked

in the vanity of their minds, and were given up to their

own hearts' lusts. Yet among some of these the eternal

principle of life was stirring, which did check them, and

offer to guide them- out of this estate; which they that

hearkened unto did not remain in the fall with the rest, but

felt the power of that, which reproved and checked them,

circumcising their hearts; and, in their obedience thereto,

justifying them in their consciences before God.

3. There was an estate of shadowy redempfion, which was

not the true estate of redemption itself, or they the true

people which were to be redeemed; hut a shadow of the

redemption, a shadow of the redeemed people, a shadow of

the way and path of life; wherein were figures of the heav

enly substance, the heavenly people, the heavenly things,

the heavenly inheritance, the heavenly food. &c. But all

these figures, in and under the law, were not the true heav

enly and invisible things themselves, but outward and visi

ble signs and representations of them.

4. There was, and blessed be the Lord, now at length (after

the great, long, and dark night of apostasy) again is brought

forth, an estate of true redempfion; wherein the soul is brought

back from the death, from the captivity, from the fall, from

the deceit, and from the shadows, into the truth, into the

pure life, into the innocency, into the uprightness ; wherein

Christ (the power of God) is witnessed, and the soul new

formed in his pure image, and become a new creature, hav

ing a new eye, a new car, a new heart, a new nature, a new

life and spirit, (in the newness of which life it is to live and

walk) a new course and conversation, a new place to walk

and have its conversation in, even in that very heaven from

whence it looks for the Saviour; wherein also all okHhings,

which came in by the fall, and all the old shadows of the

law, are to pass away, and in this state all things are to be
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come new. And this is not only to be expected in the per

fection of this state, but belongs (in its measure and degree)

to the very beginning of it : for even so soon as a man is

ingrafted into Christ, even then he is a new creature, and

all things then begin to become new unto him, and he is then

to begin departing from all old things, both of the natural or

heathenish state, and of the Jewish state, until he hath left

them all behind. The apostle saith expressly, "If any man

be in Christ, he is a new creature": old things are passed

away, all things are become new." Christ, the Lord and

Master of all believers, who himself was liot in the world,

calleth all his disciples and followers out of the world.

How, out of the world ? Doth he call them from having

any being or commerce in the earth, or in the world? Nay,

not so ; but to come out of the evil and corrupt state, practices,

and ways of the world ; out of the earthly ways of the Heath

ens, out of the earthly ordinances and observations of the

Jews ; yea, even out of every thing in both, which was not

of the Father, but of the world ; and this made them a

gazing-stock to both, and the scorn and hatred of both,

wherever they came.

These are the four estates or conditions of mankind

since the creation ; in one of which, all men that ever were,

have been to be found; and according to the estate and

condition wherein man is found, is the law of God to him,

and his requirings of him.

Now let any man, in the fear of the Lord God, weigh and

consider, to which sort or sorts of these an oath was useful

in itself, and allowed by God, and to which not. Was it

useful in the innocent state ? Or did God appoint it there,

when man could not but speak truth? Or is it useful in the

redeemed estate, where a greater bond is received, and pro

fessedly held forth, than the innocency of man's nature was?

Is not Christ the truth, the substance ? Is not he that is in

him, the new creature? Were not all the oaths, and shad

ows of the law, to last till Christ the substance came ? Is not

this the bond of the gospel? And doth not this seal truth,

and keep to truth more firmly than the oath under the law
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could ? and the greater bond being come, doth not the les

ser bond, which signified It, flee away and vanish, and the

use of it now become both needless and unlawful ? Men

may reason subtly, and persuade strongly against the

truth; but we know certainty and infallibly, in the light of

the Lord, that the use of an oath was not for man in inno-

cency, nor for man under the power and virtue of the re

demption by Christ (which brings man back into the truth,

into tKe innocency, and into that life and strength which

preserves in the truth and innocency), but for fallen man,

for man erred from the truth and covenant of God: and it

is very manifest to us, that for a disciple of Christ, who hath

received the law from his lips against swearing, to be

brought back again to swearing (the bond of man in tho

fallen state, and under the law) is no less than a denial of

Christ, who is his life and redeemer out of the fallen state,

and who also is the substance, which ends the oaths; and he

that hath ever known the pure power of his life, and re

ceived the pure law thereof in the clear openings of his

spirit, must not depart from thence, from the feeling of

that, into the fleshly reasonings, into consultations with the

fleshly-wise part, which will be sure to give such interpre

tations of scriptures as may avoid the cross; but keep to

that powor which begat him, and to that principle wherein

he was begotten ; and there he shall never be able to get

beyond the yea and amen in Christ, beyond the confessing

of the truth in the presence and life of it, which is the end

and substance of swearing under the law; and therefore

the Apostle Paul, who several times, and in several cases,

refers to the prophecies of the prophets, who foretold of

things under the gospel in law-phrases, renders the word

confess, instead of swear, as may appear by comparing

Rom. xiv. 11. and Philip, ii. 11. with Isa. xlv. 23. That

which the law called swearing, the gospel calls confessing,

each of them speaking of the same thing, in the proper dia

lect of each; which confessing in the life, in the truth, in

the renewed principle, is the weight and substance of that,

whereof the oath was but a shadow. For what is the sub-
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stance and intent of an oath? Is not the intent of it to

bind to the speaking or performing of truth? And what is

it that binds? Is it the shadow or the substance ? la it the

words of an oath, or the sense and weight of the thing up

on the spirit? It was not the form of an oath, but the

weight and substance hid underneath, which bound the Jew

under the law; and if there be no more weight and sub-

stance in the yea and nay of a disciple under the gospel, it

must needs be more binding to them, and hath also more

true ground of satisfaction in it (to other Christians at least)

than a Jew's or Heathen's swearing; yea, and if the men of

the world would but freely speak their hearts, it would be

acknowledged to be of more weight with them also. Who

of those who have observed and known our conversation,

and upright speaking and behavior for these many years,

both towards the various rulers and authorities of the na

tion, and also towards all men of all sorts, would not prefer

our yea and nay before the oaths of others ?

Obj. But though a Chrisfian may not swear in relafion to

himself; yet why may he not swear in relafion to the safisfacfion

of others, seeing God himself swart in that respect, who was as

much in 'the power and virtue of that life which binds from swear•-

ing as a Chrisfian can be ?

Ans. 1. God (being not bound himself by the laws where

with he binds the creature) may either himself, or by an in

strument (in his immediate life and power), do that which

the creature hath not liberty from him to do; but that is no

warrant in general, but the disciple is particularly to eye

the rule from his Master, CHRIST JESUS (who is Lord over

the household of faith, and who was as faithful in all his

house ae a Lord, as Moses, the servant, was in his house), by

whom tfee same God, who once allowed oaths to the Jews,

hath now wholly forbidden swearing. And let the disciple

diligently and faithfully eye the laws of the new covenant

(which arc written by, and received from, the ingrafted

word of faith in the heart) he shall find oaths excluded there,

as a part of the old covenant, even as a literal and shadowy

confirmation of truth among the Jews under Moses' dispeiu
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sation for the time of the law; but the grace and truth itself

is the substance, and the faith received is the seal of truth

under the gospel, both towards God and man.

Ans. 2. A Christian may not swear in relation to the sat

isfaction of others, because he is to hold forth his light, his

life, his principle, in the eye of the world; he is to testify

to the worth and excellency of it, that it is a greater and

firmer bond to him, both towards God and man, than any

oaths either of the Heathen or of the Jews can be. Now his

entering into their way of confirmation of things, which is

short of his own, is an undervaluing and disparagement of

the worth and weight of that principle of truth which God

hath given him, and raised up in him : it is indeed a deny

ing of it: for entering into the law-bond, is laying of the

gospel-bond by; and an offering of that as a bond, which

indeed once was so, but is now excluded by the law of faith

from being a bond any longer, and hath lost its virtue.

And if men would but open their eyes, they might easily see

how little oaths bind, and how uuprofitable they are to the

end and use for which they are intended: but the yea, and

amen in Christ (the principle of Hfe)cannot be broken ; but

he that abides in him must perform the yea and amen, which

is firm in him.

Ans. 3. A Christian or disciple may not swear under the

gospel, because Christ hath brought in confession of the

truth, from the principle of his life, instead of oaths: which

is made good not only by the Apostle Paul's rendering of

swearing in the law-time, confessing, in the fulfilling of it un

der the gospel ; but also by Christ's bringing in the yea, yea,

and nay, nay, instead of the law's swearing. In the Jew,

the oath was the seal or confirmation under the law; in

the disciple, who is in the life, and hath learned the truth

of Christ, the life, the yea, yea, the nay, nay, is appointed

him by Christ instead of the oath. And though the sub

tlety and fleshly wisdom strive hard to wrest that piano out

of the hands of the simplicity, yet they shall never be able

to do it : but he that looks on it with a single eye in the

light of that Spirit wherein it was wrote, shall plainly see
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Christ's drift to be to take away the shadow, oven to abol

ish that use of swearing, which was proper and allowed to

the Jews under the law, and to bring the confession or

denial of the thing, the yru, yea, and w«//, nay, (from the gos

pel spirit and principle in the disciple) in the stead of it:

which to make more manifest to the honest, simple, and

aaked heart, which is willing to take up the will and truth

in every thing, with all the crosses that attend it, let

few things following be uprightly considered of.

First, That slight, trivial, and frequent oaths were not

allowed under tjie law, but forbidden by the law, as the

taking God's holy and dreadful name in vain.

Secondly, That though vain oaths were then forbidden,

yet solemn oaths, weighty oaths, such as were needful and

useful to the thing intended, were allowed under the law.

•So in all those cases before expressed, oaths were allowed

anil justifiable, so that they were but careful to perform

them, and did not forswear themselves.

Thirdly, Christ brings in an exception against the use of

this lawful swearing under the law, as the word but doth

plainly signify, and forbiddeth swearing wholly, altogether,

oratalh The law saith, "Thou shalt not forswear thy-

>elf:" that is the substance of what the law forbids: it al

lows swearing but forbids forswearing, but I say unto you,

ye shall not only avoid forswearing, but swearing also, and

'hut wholly, or altogether: "but I say unto you, swear not

at all."

Fourthly, Christ brings in another thing instead of swear

iag, a thing far more suitable to the truth, plainness, and

-implieity of the gospel, which is confessing the thing, or

.peaking the thing in truth, just as it is, either by way of

affirmation or denial; "but let your yea be yea. and nay

nay."

And there is liberty enough left to a disciple to satisfy

:tny man concerning the truth of a thing b\- confession, as

much as by an oath: for is it not full as weighty under the

^o.-pel to confess the presence of God, or that he is witness,

•,r that we speak the thing in his fear, and in the feeling of

Vol. II.— 14
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his life and power, as it were under the law to swear by his

life, by his fear, by his power, or the like? Is not the con

fessing of God by a Christian of more weight than the

swearing by him from a Jew or Heathen? O nations and

powers of the earth ! seek truth, seek righteousness, and do

not set up a form or image of things in your own wills, and

according to your own wisdom and inventions, above the

power of God.

And let it be duly considered, whether the powers of this

nation deal kindly with the Lord, in exacting an oath from

his people, who (not in, the least disaffection to them, but

only in fidelity of conscience to Christ, their Lord and mas

ter) cannot but refuse it.

The question is concerning their fidelity and obedience to

the king; that is the thing which an oath is required to

ratify and confirm. Now the swearing itself, or formal

taking of an oath, is of little value ; but to be obedient, to

be faithful, is the thing of value. The case then stands

thus: the Lord hath so formed them, that they cannot but

be faithful and obedient. The Lord hath raised up that

principle in them, which cannot hurt the king, or any man,

nor cannot stand by and see him or any man hurt, without

endeavoring to prevent it'. Here is their strength of per

forming good, and avoiding evil; and their yea and nay,

from this principle, is the best security which they can pos

sibly give to any man (and he who hath thus formed them

in the pure principle of his life, hath likewise forbidden them

to swear). But this cannot be accepted for want of the

other confirmation ; to wit, of swearing, which came in by

the fall, and was allowed among the shadows of the law,

but is forbidden by the gospel.

Now 0 king! shall not God's people be faithful and obe

dient to the Lord, as well as to thee? Shall they not be

true to the principle of life, wherein they are begotten and

brought forth in the love and good-will to all, and out of

enmity to any? Hath God raised up in them a principle

which cannot deceive ; and will not the yea and nay of that

serve (after so much experience, through so many changes),



ISAAC PENINGTON. 159
.

hut they must either break Christ's command, and hazard

their souls, or else lose their liherties and estates?

Oh ! that men would wait on the Lord, for his pure fear

to be written on their hearts by the finger of his Spirit, that

they might come out of the fleshly wisdom into the womb

of the eternal wisdom, from whence our principle came;

that they might be able to see and justify the purity, right

eousness, nobility, and worth of it; and that they might

feel its security from all that is out of the good-will, out of

the love, out of the life, and out of the peace; that so there

might be an end of all strife, rebellion, heart-burnings, plots,

and all manner of wickedness and ungodliness, which have

no place in it, but daily waste and wither where it is sown

and grows, even till they come to an end; and till the right

eousness and pure innocency fill the room and place which

they had, both in the heart and mind within, and in the life

and conversation outwardly.

And let every one that nameth the n ame of the Lord

depart from iniquity, and look well to his goings: for the

darkness of the thick night of apostasy is already past, and

the true light now again sbineth. Blessed is the eye which

seeth it, and the heart which is established in it, in the

midst of those terrible and dreadful shakings and confu

sions, which must not end here, but go over all nations.

Oh that this nation could once bow to it, that it might be

happy, and its rents and breaches be healed for ever!
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SOMEWHAT

SPOKEN TO A

Weighty Question, &c.

Q U E 8 T I O N.

Whether the magistrate, in righteousness and equity, is en

gaged to defend such, \vho, by the pcaccableness and love

which God hath wrought in their spirits, and by that law

of life, merey, good-will, and forgiveness, which God, by

his own finger, hath written in their hearts, are taken off

from fighting, and cannot use a weapon, destructive U•

any creature, to defend him.

A N S W E R.

MAGISTRACY was intended by God for the defence of tin•

people; not only of thoae who have ability, and can fight

for them, but of such also who cannot, or arc forbidden by

the love and law of God written in their hearts sO to do.

Thus women, children, sick persons, aged persons and also

priests in nations (who have ability to fight, but are ex

empted by their function, which is not equivalent to the ex

emption which God makes by the law of his Spirit in the

heart) have the benefit of the law, and of the magistrate's

protection, without fighting for the defence of either: and

is it not most righteous and equal,that fighting, which came

in by the fall, should come to an end in such whom God

draws outof the fall; and that magistrates (who have power

given them to rule by God, and ought to rule under him )

should not require fighting of them whom the Lord of lords

hath redeemed oitt of the fighting nature, and chosen to be
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as examples of meekness and peaceableness in the places

where they live? How can he fight with creatures, 'in

whom is love and good-will towards those creatures, and

whose howels are rolling over them, because of their wan

derings in the lusts, in the strife, and in the wars? Fighting

is not suitable to a gospel Spirit; but to the spirit of the

world, and the children thereof. The fighting in the gos

pel is turned inward against the lusts, and not outward

against the creatures. There is to be a time, when "nation

shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they

learn war any more." When the power of the gospel

spreads over the whole earth, thus shall it be throughout

the earth; and where the power of the Spirit takes hold of

and overcomes any heart at present, thus will it be at

present with that heart. This blessed state, which shall be

brought forth in the general in God's season, must begin in

particulars; and they therein are not prejudicial to the

world, nor would be so looked upon, if the right eye in man

were but open to see with, but emblems of that blessed state

wfiich the God of glory hath promised to setup in the world

in the days of the gospel. And though by this means there

may seem to be a weakening of the strength of the magis

trate, and of the defence of that nation wherein God causeth

the virtue and power of his truth to spread in the hearts of

his people ; yet in truth it ia not so, but a great strengthen

ing. For if righteousness be the strength of a nation, and

the seed of God the support of the earth, then where right

eousness is brought forth, and where the seed of God

springs up and flourisheth, that nation grows strong; and in

stead of the arms and strength of man, the eternal strength

overspreads that nation, and that wisdom springs up in the

spirits of men, which is better than weapons of war; and the

wisdom which is from above is pure and peaceable, and teach-

eth to make peace, and to remove the cause of contention

and wars, and uniteth the heart to the Lbrd, in waiting up

on him for counsel, strength, and preservation in this state,

who brought into it. Now is not this much better and

safer than the present estate of things in the world ; first, to
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have the cause of wars removed, and a sweet, peaceable,

righteous Spirit in the stead thereof; secondly, to have a

peaceable and righteous generation, whom the Lord hath

made and preserved so, breathing to the Lord for peace,

good, and prosperity to the nation, and magistrates thereof.

*iwl to streteh forth his arm to bo a defence about them;

thirdly, to have the God of heaven engaged by his power to

defend that power and magistracy which defends righteous

ness in general, and particularly his people in their obe

dience unto him, whom it is most righteous for them to

obey,and for the magistrate, who claims his rule and domin

ion under God, to protect them in ? Were not this much

better both for magistrates and people than the present es

tate? Oh that that were awakened in man which can

rightly discern and judge!

Ohj. But this is an Utopian state, or a world in the moon.

Is it possible that ever there should be such a shite here on

earth ?

Ans. 1. When the principle of God, which lies hid in the

hearts of men, over which the corrupt nature hath grown,

and upon which the spirit of darkness in men tramples,

shall be raised and come 'into dominion; righteonness.

peace, and good-will shall spring up as naturally among

men, as wars, strifes, divisions, emulations, heart-burnings.

&c. now do.

2. There is a promise of such a state, "when the lion

shall eat etraw like the ox, and lie down with the lamb;

when the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the

Lord, as the waters cover the sea, and nothing shall hurt or

destroy upon God's holy mountain;" but the nations, who

have been full of v«ar, shall throw away their weapons, be

come subject to the spirit of peace and righteousness, and

learn war no more; when the wisdom of the wise, and

strength of the strong, shall be broken in pieces; and the .

little child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the cocka

trice's den, and lead all. As certainly as the Lord God is

true, so this must be in the Lord's season: and will it not

be hiippv when it comes to pass? Who would hinder it?
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Who would strive to keep the old heavenB and the old earth

standing, which must be dissolved before the new heavens

and the new earth (wherein dwells righteousness) can be

formed and brought forth ?

8. this state was in a fair forwardness once, before the

universal apostasy from that truth and power which God

had sown in the earth, upon the breathing of and sending

forth his Spirit among his disciples, according to his prom

ise. Precious was that seed, great the growth of it, the

woman, or true church, full of beauty and glory, and

brought forth the man-child, which was to rale all nations;

but it hath pleased the Lord to adjourn that day till af

ter the night of apostasy, catehing up the man-child to

heaven, and causing the woman to fly into the wilderness,

where she hath been hid ever since from all but the inward

eye of the inward Israel: and the world, in the heathenish

nature, hath been crying up holy church, holy church! to

her who hath set upon the beast, and been drunk with the

blood of the martyrs of Jesus ; but the tender spouse, the

Lamb's wife, the mother of all the lambs, hath been ban

ished from the earth, and a cruel, bloody step-mother set

over all the tender-conscieuced ever since. Oh woful, wo-

ful hath been the state of the true church, and of all the chil

dren of truth, all this dark night of the apostasy ! but the

Lord is putting an end to it : and though this false woman

seems to be recovering ground, and setting her feet over

the necks of the lambs again, and begins to think she shall

prevail, and sit as a lady and <lueen over the consciences of

God's heritage forever; yet she shall find that strong is the

Lord God who hath begun to judge her ; and into the sea

•which she raiseth shall she sink like a stone, and her fall

shall be great and speedy: for even in one day shall her

misery overtake and devour her.

4. After this long night of apostasy the Lord hath begun

to make some preparations towards this state again. He

hath opened his treasuries; he hath let forth the power of

his truth; he hath poured down of his Spirit to sanctify

and gather a people unto himself; he hath opened the prin



ISAAC PENIUGTON. 167

ciple of life in the hearts of many, and in a great measure

drawn them into it ; who, so far as they are renewed there

by, and found there, are made peaceable, pure, meek, gentle,

innocent, upright-hearted, and tender-conscienced, both

towards God and man. And though multitudes of re

proaches have been cast upon them, yet the Lord hath

been pleased to cause their innocency and integrity to

shine, to the wiping of them off in a great degree, and will,

in due time, bring forth their righteousness as the light, and

their judgment as the noon-day. And what remains toward

the carrying on of this work, but the Lord's prospering of

this principle, and blowing upon the other? As the Lord

doth this, so will it go on; and the nations, kings, princes,

great ones, as this principle is raised in them, and the con

trary wisdom, the earthly policy, which undoes all, brought

down, so will they feel the blessing of God in themselves,

and become a blessing to others. Oh that there were an

car to hear! for this is the only way of healing this nation

(which hath been so grievously torn), as will be acknowl

edged when woful experience makes it manifest. But man

in prosperity cannot hear, and that enforceth from the

Lord, by the turning of his hand, the bringing upon him

the day of his adversity; which, could he have hearkened

to in the day of his prosperity, might have been escaped:

for God doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children

of men; he is necessitated to it for his own glory's sake,

the preservation and defence of his truth and people, and

for the carrying on of his work.

Obj. But if all men were of this mind, and none would

fight, suppose a nation should -be invaded, would not the

land of necessity be ruined?

Ans. 1. Whenever such a thing shall be brought forth in

the world, it must have a beginning before it can grow and

be perfected. And where should it begin but in some par

ticulars in a nation, and so spread by degrees, until it hath

overspread the nation, and then from nation to nation, until

the whole earth be leavened ? Therefore whoever desires

to see this lovely state brought forth in the general, if he
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would further his own desire, must cherish it in the particu

lar. And oh! that men would not- spend their strength,

and hazard the loss of all in cherishing pretences and names

of Christianity, hut .would pray to the Lord at length to

open that eye in. thom which can see the loveliness of tiic

truth, power, and virtue of Christianity ; that they might

cherish that tenderness of conscience wherein the truth

grows and springs up in its virtue and power. And then

perhaps they would soon acknowledge the happiness of the

world to depend upon the growth of that principle, and of

that people, who are now despised by the world, and cannot

luit he so In' the spirit and wisdom of the world, which lies

in wickedness, they hoing drawn out of, and testifying;

against, it.

2. It is not for a nation, coming into the gospel life and

principle, to take care betbre-hand how they shall be lire-

served; but the gospel will teach a nation (if they hearken

to it) as well as n particular person, to trust the Lord, and

to wait on him for preservation. Israel of old stood not by

their strength and wisdom, and preparations against their

enemies; but in quietness and confidence, and waiting on

the Lord for direction, Isa. xxx. 15. and shall not such now.

who are true Israelites, and have indeed attained to the true

gospel state, follow the Lord in the peaceable life and Spirit

of the gospel, unless they see by rational demonstration bo-

fore-hand how they shall be preserved therein? l speak

not this against any magistrates' or people's defending

themselves against foreign invasions, or making use of this

sword to suppress the violent and evil-doers within their

borders (for this the present estate of things may and doth

require, and a great blessing will attend the sword where it

is borne uprightly to that end, and its use will be honorable ;

and while there is need of a sword, the Lord will not suffer

that government, or those governors, to want fitting instru

ments under them for the managing thereof, to wait on him

in his fear to have the edge of it rightly directed): but yet

there is a better state, which the Lord hath already brought

some into, and which nations are to expect and trnvol tow
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ards. Yea, it is far better to know the Lord to be the de

fender, and to wait on him daily, and see the need of his

strength, wisdom, and preservation, than to be ever so

strong and skilful in weapons of war.

3. If the Lord shall undertake the defence of a 'nation by

his Spirit and power, what can hurt that nation? What

power of man can reach it, to disturb the peace of it? "The

Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh,

and not spirit." Isa. xxxi. 3. What could Sennacherib with

his army do against one angel in the time of the law? How

many of his host were slain in one night? And what power

then shall he able to prevail over a nation brought into the

peaceable Spirit of the gospel, and defended therein by the

mighty power of God himself? Will not God be as sure a

defence over the true Israel, in the way and dispensation

wherein he leadeth them, as ever he was over the repre

sentative Israel, in the way and dispensation wherein he led

them? Will he not preserve and defend that nation whom

he first teacheth to leave off war, that they shall not be

made a prey of, while he is teaching other nations the same

lesson ?

God promised Israel of old, that when they went up thrice

in the year to appear before the Lord, according .to his com

mand, he would keep it out of the hearts of the nations

from so much as desiring their land, much more from en

tering and taking it from them in the mean time, though

they might seem watehful after, and sufficiently greedy of,

such an opportunity, they being east out 6f the land, and

having had it taken from them before. Exod. xxxiv. 24.

The Lord also can now keep it out of the hearts of the na

tions from invading or prejudicing that nation which he

shall first draw into the peaceable Spirit. Or if he see not

good to do that, he can defend those that have followed

him out of the earthly spirit, wisdom, nnd strength, by

ways that man knows not of; nor may it be fit for him to

know, till the Lord bring it forth. Israel of old was not to

know the deliverance beforehand; but to trust to the Lord.

Under the gospel, the Lord givcth more faith thim to Israel

Vol. IL— lo
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of old under the law, and therefore may justly require

greater confidence in greater straits. And awaken, 0 earth!

behold the Israel of the Lord, whom he hath begotten and

brought forth in the earth, after the long, dark night of

apostasy, and ye shall see what hearts the Lord hath given

them to trust him, in all the straits and trials wherewith he

pleases to exercise them, and what the Lord will do for them

when they are brought to the brink of the pit, and when it

seemeth impossible for them to escape utter ruin and de

struction. The eye which the Lord hath given them seeth

the Lord and his strength; and the heart which he hath

created anew in them, naturally feareth the everlasting

power, which reacheth both to the body and soul for ever:

but as for whole multitudes of nations, they are but as "the

drop of a bucket," and, in their greatest wisdom and

strength, but as "vanity, as the small dust of the balance,

as nothing before him, and less than nothing to him."

Consider this, O ye great men ! 0 ye wise men, and

deep politicians ! all ye have done, or can ever do, in rela

tion to overturning any thing that God hath purposed, what

are ye therein ? Or what will your work come to ? It is

just like "the small dust of the balance;" it hinders not at

all the weight of his power on the other hand, but he will

carry on his work, bring to pass what he hath purposed in

himself, and promised to his people; and all your councils,

wisdom, strength, hopes, resolutions, and present or future

advantages against him and his work, shall hinder him no

more than the Ismail dust in the scale of a balance which

the wind blows away, and it is not. Be wise therefore, O

ye sons of men! fear before your Maker; wait in his fear

for his counsel, that ye may not be suffered by him to un

dertake any thing against him, lest before ye are aware ye

fall before him. Oh ! let every one in fear remember that

passage, "Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength,

but trusted in the abundance," &c. Forgetting the Lord in

the day of prosperity, causeth much increase of the anguish

and sorrow of heart in the day of adversity. 0 ye that are

in present power! consider how unwilling ye would be to
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have the Lord turn his hand upon you, and bring you un

der again! Oh ! provoke him not, for he is able to do it, as

he was to overturn those which went before. It were far

better for you now to fear the Lord, and prevent it, than to

bewail and repent afterwards. Oh ! reject not the love and

counsel of the Most High (which would now preserve you)

as those which went before you did.

There is a desire in all men (in whom the principle of

God is not wholly slain) after righteousness; which desire

will be more and more kindled by God in nations, before

righteousness and peace meet together and be established

in them. Now such and so great hath been the kindling

of this desire in" this nation, and such is the state thereof,

that nothing can satisfy the heart of it 1 nit righteousness:

this it longeth after at the bottom : this the governors which

were before might have, and the governors that now are (by

asking counsel of the principle of God within themselves,

and keeping close thereto) may answer the nation in ; but

if the consultations be not with the Lord, in tne principle

of life which came from him, but with the wisdom and

policy which is of the earth, and from beneath, and imt

from above, that will incline to self, and to corruption, and

never bring forth righteousness; nor can the blessing of

God attend it, nor the peace which accompanieth righteous

ness be reaped from it.



172 THE WORKS OF

SOME

CONSIDER A T IONS

For the Serious and Wise in Heart throughout this Nation

to ponder, that they may send up earnest Prayers to Al

mighty God, and use their best Endeavors in their sev

eral Places and Stations, to prevent that dreadful Storm

of "Wrath which hath long hung over this Nation; that

at length it break not forth like a Fire which none can

quench, or like a Flood which none can stop.

1. DID not God, by the power of his Spirit in the apostles'

days, gather a people out of the world unto himself, and by

his wisdom, and according to his heavenly will, build them

up into a church, or holy temple, for his Spirit to inhabit

and dwell in, and for himself to be honored and worshipped

in Spirit and truth, according as he should teach their,

and require of them?

2. Did not the same spirit which built this church not

only signify that the love should wax cold, and there be a

falling away from the truth, and warn the churches of Asia

of the removal of their candlesticks, but also foretell of tiic

total dissolution of that building as to its outward state

[upon the close of the sharp battle by the dragon and his

angels, or false ministers, with Michael and his true church

and ministers], insomuch. as the church herself should fly

into the wilderness, and her seed be made war with, and

persecuted up and down the nations all the time of the

apostasy afterwards ? See Rev. xii.

3. Was not this desolate estate of the church to remain

and last all the allotted time thereof, which is expressed to

be forty-two months, twelve hundred and sixty days, or a
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time, times, and half a time, wherein the beast should rule,

antichrist sit in God's temple, and the dragon be worshipped

there, instead of the living God ; and also the lambs of

Christ, and witnesses of Jesus (who retain the worship in

Spirit and truth, and cannot join with any of the false ways

of worship set up in the nations) torn and rent by the wo.

man which appears instead of the true church, but is not?.

Rev. xi. 2. and xii. 6. 14. and xiii. 4. and xvii. 6.

4. Doth not this woman continue deceiving the nations

and kings of the earth (whom she causeth to drink of her

nip of knowledge, worship, doctrine, and discipline, where

by she blindeth their eyes, bewiteheth their hearts, and

maketh them take her for the true church, who, notwith

standing all her glorious appearance, is but Babylon in a

mystery, and, notwithstanding all her pretences for Christ,

doth drink the blood of his true saints and witnesses) ; I say,

doth she not continue her deceit till the very hour of her

judgment, and until she hath brought the dreadful vials of

the wrath of God both upon herself, and upon all that con.

tinue joining with her? Rev. xvii. 2. &c.

o. Is there not to be an end of this night of apostasy, and

of the false church, with all her various habits, and dresse*,

and new paints, and arts of deceit, (though both have con

tinued long) wherein Christ, the Lamb, comes forth in his

power to fight with the beast, and the woman which rides

thereon, and to smite the earth which remains infected with

her fornications, (which withdraw and steal away the heart

from the pure life and Spirit of Christ, and from his pure,

living, spiritual worship, into a false, invented, dead, formal

worship) that so he may restore and set up his pure spiritual

worship again? Rev, xix. 11.

G. Arc not the kings, powers, and inhabitants of the earth

in great danger of fighting against the Lamb, in defence of

this liilse church against his true church, (when he again

COIIICH to set it up in nations, after the expiration of the long

night of apostasy) even to the hazard of utterly ruining

themselves thereby ? For those that fight against the Lamb

mast needs be overcome by him; his invisible strength, and
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armies being much stronger than the visible armies, and all

the outward strength in nations ; though, to the outward

eye, such may appear very great and invincible. Rev. xvii.

14.

7. Shall not the "kings of tho earth," and the remaining

powers at last (after the overthrow of many for joining to

.her, and striving to uphold her) "hate the whore" (which

hath corrupted the earth with her fornications, drunk the

blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus, brought misery

and desolation on nations, &c.), "imike her desolate, and

burn her flesh with fire?" And were it not far better for

them to do it before, rather than to hazard the ruining of

themselves by seeking to uphold her? Rev. xvii. 16.

fl. Is it possible for any nation (or any power in any na

tion) to hinder the shining forth of God's light therein, after

the long night of apostasy ? There is a spiritual day, as well

as a natural day. There was a spiritual day before the apos

tasy, in the days of the apostles ; and there is to be a spirit

ual day again after the apostasy, upon the Spirit of life's en

tering into the witnesses, their rising and standing on their

feet, and the light of God shining forth from them. The

spiritual day dependoth upon the shining of God's Spirit in

the hearts of people (which did once shine forth, and doth

begin to shine forth again), as the natural day dependeth

iipon the shining of the sun. Now who can hinder the

arising or shining of the Sun of righteousness in the hearts

of God's people? If ye can, then may ye prevent the carry

ing on of God's work of reformation in this nation, and

throughout the world ; but it is easier for you to stop the

shining of the sun in the firmament. Oh! that the eye were

opened which can see the way of peace, that the present

governors might be blessed, and the nation blessed in them,

and not the spirit of the nation, by a secret kindling, which

none knows whence it comes, brought over them as a flood,

as it was over them that went before them.

In that fear which God works in tho heart, and out of the

compass of that carnal wisdom and strength, on which man

relies, is the wisdom, counsel, and preservation of the Most
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High ; both of particular persons, and also of nations. O

Lord my God,! if it may please thee, open the ear that can

hear thy voice, that misery may be avoided, and thy peace

and blessing may be sought after and enjoyed; or at least

some of the force of that bitter storm, which sweepeth away

and maketh desolate, even as the abomination of desolation

hath entered, and of a long time made the earth desolate of

the life and power of godliness, [may be] broken, that this

nation may not be swallowed up in the dreadful breakings-

tbrth of thy displeasure, but may be prepared by the cor

recting hand, and fitted for the day of thy mercy.

BRIEF ACCOUNT

OF WHAT THE

PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS DESIKE,

IN REFERENCE TO THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

THERE are three things which we cannot but earnestly*

desire in our hearts, and pray to the Lord for, as the proper

means of settling aright the spirit of this nation: as also

necessary for the growth of God's pure, living truth, and as

just and equal in themselves.

1. Universal liberty for all sorts to worship God, accord

ing as Christ shall open men's eyes to see the truth, and ac

cording as he shall persuade their hearts by his Spirit; who

is every man's master in religion, to whom they must stand

or fall in all they do therein. Rom. xiv. 4.

Now if any man walk disorderly, and contrary to the

light of Christ's Spirit either in doctrine or worship; that

power which converts to God is to reprove and correct

such an offender with the spiritual rod and sword, that he
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maybe again restored to the truth and obedience of the

Spirit ; but the magistrate is not for any such thing to im

prison, fine, banish, or put him to death. For Christ is the

judge of his people in the things of his kingdom, Heb. x.

30. and he hath appointed to have his spiritual weapons in

a readiness, to revenge every disobedience and rebellion

against his Spirit. 2 Cor. x. 4. The bringing in and ap

plying of the magistrate's sword to this work, was never by

the true church, in whose hand the sword of the Spirit was

ever found sufficient ; but the false church, not having the

sword of the Spirit, is fain to uphold herself by the carnal

weapons, or else she would soon fall. But the Lord God is

wresting these out of her hands, and then his light will

break forth without interruption, and her shame and naked

ness soon appear.

2. That no laws formerly made, contrary to the principle

of equity and righteousness in man, may remain in force;

nor no new ones be made, but what are manifestly agreea

ble thereunto. All just laws, say the lawyers, have their

foundation in right reason, and must agree with, and pro

ceed from it, if they be properly good for, and rightly ser

viceable to, mankind. Xo\v man hath a corrupt and carnal

reason, which sways him aside from integrity and right

eousness, towards the favoring of himself and his own

party: and whatever party is uppermost, they are apt to

make such new laws as they frame, and also the interpreta

tion of the old ones, bend towards the favor of their own

party. Therefore we would have even- man in authority

wait, in the fear of God, to have that principle of God raised

up in him, which is for righteousness, and not selfish; and

wateh to be guided by that in all he does, either in making

laws for government, or in governing by laws already made.

!?. Seeing this nation is in such a shattered condition,

and there have been so many breaches, parties, and factions

in it, that no party might be bolstered up in enmity and op

position against another, but that every party might be

considered, in what might be done for their ease and bene

fit, without danger and detriment to any other party. And
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if I might be hearkened to, I would persuade those now in

power, not to deal with their enemies as they formerly

dealt with them, but as they would have been dealt with by

them when they were in power.

I would also dehort suid dissuade all people from plotting

or contriving against this present government (for they

must have their day, do all men what they can); but in

stead thereof to pray for them, that they may see the for

mer errors in government, humble themselves before the

Lord, and (by their meekness, gentleness, and righteous

ness, towards all) show forth the fruit of his long-afflicting

hand upon them. But if they shall overlook, forget, and

neglect the Lord, who hath shown so great mercy to them;

and not in his fear wait on him, to preserve for them the

ground and interest he hath given them; and think that

now they are able to stand on their own legs, and by their

own wisdom and strength ; and so assay to carry on things

according to their own will, and in the strength of their

own wisdom ; and so not mind for what end the Lord

brought them in again, and what he expecteth to have ef

fected by them, but strive .again to settle the principles

and practices which he hath been shaking, according to

what seems right and good in their own eyes, measuring

things by their own corrupt reason, selfish wisdom and in

terests, and not by the principle of God, common equity,

and right reason ;—I say, if it should come to be thus with

them, ye shall not need to plot against them ; for. the Lord

(ik>d Almighty, who, with ease, removed their enemies, and

made way for them, 'can, with as great ease, remove them,

and put the power into another hand.

Therefore, all people, be still and quiet in your minds,

and wait for righteousness; for that is it which the Lord is

making way for in this nation, and which he will set up

therein; and he whose desire is not after that, and whose

interest lies not there, will find himself disappointed, and

at unawares surprised with what he expects not.

This is given forth that the powers and people may see

what is the desire of our hearts in these respects, and how
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upright our hearts are towards them in what is just and

right, and that we are not at all against magistracy, laws, or

government, though we cannot flatter or bend to them in

that which is selfish and corrupt; and indeed against God,

and not for the good of men. It was written long since,

and intended then for service to the Lord and this nation,

and his people therein, but the Lord ordered it otherwise.

If he please now to accompany it with his blessing, and

make way for the reasonableness, equity, and righteousness

of it, to enter into' the minds and hearts of them that are in

power, it will be a good season for it, and they will find

cause to bless the Lord, for putting of it into my heart at

first, and for the publishing of it now.

A

FEW WORDS

TO SUCH AS HAVE

FELT THE POWER OF THE ENDLESS LIFE DRAWING I

AND HAVE FAITHFULLY FOLLOWED

THE LEADER OF TIIE FLOCK OF ISRAEL; WHO HATH OF LATE LEJi

HIS SHEEP IN SUCH PATHS AS HAVE NOT BEEN KNOWN

ALL THE NIGHT OF THE APOSTASY.

O YE children of the Most High ! who have felt the breath

of the eternal Spirit begetting you in the pure life, and

drawing you out of this world ; out of the vanities, out of

the corruptions, out of the course and fashions, out of the

invented ways and forms of worship, yea, out of the very

root and principle thereof, into the worship and Spirit of

truth, and into the fear of the Most High, which is wis

dom's place and habitation, where the pure law of life is

received, and the salvation begun, wrought out, and per

fected. O ye dear plants of the right hand of eternity ! fear

not what is to come to pasK in this visible creation (to break
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the corrupt state thereof, and to make way for the spring

iag up and spreading of his pure life and righteousness,

which the corrupt estate, spirit, ant} principle of the world

ttmnot but oppose, until it be broken and subjected), but

-anctify the Lord of Hosts, and let him be your fear and

dread ; that he may compass you with the arm of his power,

and hide you under the shadow of his hand, until he hath

planted the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth,

and say to Ziou, in the sight of all her enemies, " Thou art

my people." The Lord my God wateh over you night and

day! and preserve his living principle pure and fresh in

you, and you in perfect^ubjection unto it; that ye may de

light in what he hath begotten and preserved in you, and

ye may be satisfied in the openings and overflowings of the

love of hia heart towards you. Amen, saith my soul!

From Aylesbury prison in Bucks, where my life breathes

for the consolation and redemption of God's Israel, and for

the turning of the captivity of the whole creation, 1661.

A

FEW WORDS

ABOUT THE

PRESENT WORK OF GOP IN THE WORLD.

WOULD any know what God is now doing on the earth,

und what changes he is making therein? Let him sink out

,tf the earthly part, even from that which blinds the pure

*--ye; and waiting to have the understanding and eye of his

spirit opened in the Lord, let him read these things follow

ing.

The Lord God of bowels and compassion, and of everlast

ing power and strength, hath heard the groans of Israel,

whose consciences have been burdened, and whose souls

have been bowed down, under the power of the beast, un.
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iler the hard yoke of antichrist, for these many generations;

and he is arisen in his jealousy, in his indignation, and in

his fury, to break the yoke, and let oppressed Israel go free.

He hath already stretehed forth the arm of his power:

the eye of Israel hath seen it, and hath, in part, felt the re

demption, hoth inwardly and outwardly, which he hath

Brought to pass by it; and a song of praise hath been snng

to him, who hath begun to deliver his people, and who is

able perfectly to accomplish the work he hath begun, not

withstanding all the opposition he can meet with, whether

from within or from without.

Lift up the eye of faith, and belmld a great part of Israel

already passed out of the land of Egypt, and the Spirit of

the Lord awakening and rousing the rest, to leave their

dark habitations in the land of darkness, oppression, and

bondage, and to travel towards the good land of light, rest,

and peace.

Arise, 0 Israel! shake thyself from the dust, O captive

daughter of Zion ! behold the courage of thy leader; let thy

heart consider the arm of his strength, and the rod of his

power, wherewith he is able to dash in pieces all his ene

mies. Fear not, worm Jacob, because of thine own weak

ness und unworthiness ; thy strength is in thy leader, and

thy comeliness not in what thou now appearest, but in what

thy husband will put upon thee, when he shall circumcise

thce thoroughly, and roll away thy reproach for ever.

Was all the strength of Pharoah able to keep Israel in

the land of Egypt, or to drive them back after God had

brought them forth? "Were all the enemies in the wilder

ness able to stop their passage forward? Were all the ene

mies in Canaan, or the strength of their cities (though their

walls might seem to reach to heaven, and the inhabitants

thereof were tall and mighty) able to keep them out of the

inheritance which God allotted them? Thy God, () worm

Jacob, is the same for ever! he hath the same arm of power

to streteh forth: yea, and his heart loveth his inward Israel

full as dearly as ever he did the outward. Oh, wait on the

Lord! believe in his name, trust his love; hope beyond
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hope for the appearance of his power, and the Red sea shall

divide, and the waters thereof stand on heaps; yea, Jordan

shall J»c again driven back; the mountains shall skip like

ram?, and the little hills like lambs ; yea, the whole earth

-•'halt tremble at the presence of the Lord, at the presence

•of the God of Jacob: and glory, glory, glory, everlasting

;glory, power, rich praise, and endless life, shall sound

through all the tents of Jacob in the wilderness, and

through all the habitations of Israel in the holy land, to the

l\ing of glory, power, and life; even to the Lamb that sits

-upon the throne, who was, and is, and is to come! who

hath reigned, doth reign, and will reign on his holy hill of

Zion, over all the powers of darkness for evermore ; Amen,

HaMnjah !

O ye sons of men! how long will ye run after vanity,

and seek to a refuge of lies for succor and stability, and so lose

your share in the everlasting riches and glory, which God

is preparing for the souls of his chosen ? Why will ye die?

Why will ye perish? Why will ye undo your souls ? "Win-

do ye so greedily sow misery, anguish, perplexity, and

wrath for your poor souls to reap?

O God of love ! who knowest the value and price of souls,

pity thy poor creatures, and put a stop to this course of per

ishing, wherein so many multitudes are overtaken and pass

down to the pit unawares! 0 thy bowels, thy bowels, thy

wonderful bowels ! Let them roll in thee, and work mightily,

and in the strength of thy compassions bring forth thy

.jitdgment and thy mercy among the sons of men! Build

up the tents of Shem; persuade Japhet to dwell therein;

and let Canaan become a servant. Preserve the feet of thy

gtints for ever; shut up and silence the wicked one in the

darkness; let not his strength or suhtlyfy prevail against

thee or thine any more: but let the fresh power of thy life,

and the virtue of thy incomprehensible love redeem, fill,

possess, and make glad the heart of thy creation for ever;

Amen, Amen.
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CONCERNING

PERSECUTION:

WHICH IS

THE AFFLICTING OR PUNISHING THAT WHICH IS GOOD,

UNDER THE PRETENCE OF ITS BEING EVIL.

Which practice is contrary to the very nature

of mankind (BO far as it is drawn ont of the corruption and

depravation), which would be good, and do good, and

have good cherished, and evil suppressed,

both in itself and others.

It is contrary also

to all equal and righteous government,

which is for the suppressing of evil, and cherishing of good ;

and not for the afflicting and crushing of that which

is good, upon pretence of its being evil.

Yet this unhappy error will always be committed

in nations and governments, until the proper right and just

liberty of men's consciences be discerned,

acknowledged, and allowed.

LIKEWISE THERE ARE SOME ANSWERS

GIVEN TO THAT COMMON OBJECTION, AGAINST AFFORDING COIN-

SCIENCE ITS DUE LIBERTY; BECAUSE EVIL PERSONS MAY

PRETEND CONSCIENCE TO ESCAPE THE JUST PUN

ISHMENT OF THEIR EVIL DEED?.

WITH A BRIKF ACCOUNT OF THAT SUPPOSED STUBBORNNESS, WHICH BT

MANT I8 OBJECTED AOAINST THE PEOPLR CALLED QUAKERS.

Given forth in love to this nation, that at length the true hottom and foun

dation of a lasting peace and settlement may be espied: the spirits

of the governors and people fixed thereon: and that dangerous

rock of persecution (whereon both the powers and

people of this nation have BO often split)

carefully avoided by all.

BT ISAAC PENINGTON THB VOUUOEB.





185

PREFACE.

THERE hath been an enmity in the seed of the serpent

against the seed of the woman, from the time of the prom

ise even until now. God, in mercy to mankind, hath given

uato him since the fall, a seed or principle of life ; in the

light and strength whereof he is to war against and subdue

the corrupt principle, and so be freed from the curse, and

heeome heir of the blessing. Against this principle all the

powers of darkness fight (even in every particular man and

woman) until they be overcome and subjected there: and

against those in whom this pure principle reigns, all the

powers of darkness in the world fight also, striving to make

it miserable, and to bring it into death and captivity, that

they might keep up the content and happiness of the cor

rupt state. All the nations of the earth have always

warred against the principle of God and the people of his

choice. In the time of the law, the Jews were the object

of the envy and hatred of all the world; in the times of the

gospel, the Jews in spirit were hated and hunted, in that

day and hour, not only by Heathens, but also by such as

•vcrc Jews according to the letter; and ever since the apos

tasy, In- Christians also according to the letter; who are as

great enemiee to the Spirit and power as ever the Jews

were.

Now all the misery of the world, as it at first came by

'leparting from the principle of life, so it hath been ever

Mnce continued by men's joining with the principle of death

wiul corruption, to oppose and withstand the workings of

thc principle of life, both in themselves and others. What

mmi is there that hath not in him a witness against that

which ia evil? But where is that man who joins with this

witness in him against the evil, and not with the evil against

16*



186 THJJ WORKS OF

thts witness? Oh, how doth God's witness reprove for sin,

making the heart (which is not sensual and brutish, but seri

ously considers its latter end) sad because of it! This is

God's way of making the creature weary thereof, of wean

ing him from it, delivering him out of it, and so rescuing

him from the wrath and everlasting burnings, which arc

the portion and inheritance of the wicked. But who is

it that doth not strive to stop, silence, and suppress the wit

ness in himself, that he might enjoy his lusts, ease, and con

tent in the flesh, by keeping the sight and remembrance

of the evil day far from him? And if he can do so, then he

rejoiceth, and maketh merry over the testimony of the wit

ness in himself; and when he hath so far prevailed, then he

is in a good capacity to persecute others, who hear ami obey

tho voice and testimony thereof in themselves.

That which is to redeem the world out of misery is the

power of the gospel ; and precious is the peace which comes

thereby, after the work of the spiritual sword (with tin:

trouble thereof) is finished. Oh, how blessed would the

principle and power of life make the world, might if

but have its free course therein! Oh, how happy is that

man who bears the condemnation because of sin, follows

the guidance of the living God, and waits for the day of his

salvation ! Oh the sweet inward peace of spirit which is en

joyed after the storm, and after the judgment of that which

is to be judged and destroyed! And that which makes

one person happy, the same must make nations happy.

There is no true settlement, nor abiding security, but in the

settled and abiding principle. God is arisen to shake the .

oarth, and it can settle no more upon the old foundations:

yea. the same God hath shrivelled up the old heavens, and

they cnu no more be stretehed forth' again. "Behold I

make all things new," saith the Lord, in the dnys of the

gospel, when he streteheth forth the arm of his power: ami

who is he which shall venture to establish the old heavens

and the old earth. Which the Lord God is removing, am!

causing to pass away, tind abolish the new heavens and the -

iiew earth, which the Lord God hath created and formed.
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and is establishing? Oh that men knew the place of wis

dom, that they might be wise, and not fight against their

Creator, from whom their strength comes, and against

whom their strength cannot prevail! Oh that men could

see how industrious they are to keep up misery, and to keep

out happiness! The eye of man, in the fallen and corrupt

estate, cannot sec aright; and misseeing, how can he clroose

but misaim and misact? And misaiming and misacting,

how can he attain his end? 13ut the Lord's counsel shall

stand, and he will fulfil all his pleasure in every heart

rhroughout the earth. Happy is he who is weaned from

himself, and begotten in the light of life, which is incor

ruptible; he shall stand and be blessed, when all flesh falls

before the breath of the Lord, and becomes miserable; and

the fall of all the fleshly will, wisdom, and strength hastens

apace; happy is he who is delivered from them before the

day of their ruin! which is nearer than man is aware of, or

can believe.

CONCERNING

P E II SECT! T I O ]ST.

CAIVE men generally, in persecuting, know not what

they do (neither whom it is they persecute, nor how they

win against God therein, nor what danger they are exposing

themselves to, and what misery they arc drawing upon

themselves thereby, both in this world ami for ever), even as

Christ said concerning the Jews, who were persecuting

him even to death, "Father, forgive them; for they know

not what they do:" and afterward to Saul; "Saul, Saul.

why persetiitcft rhou me?" Therefore, in love to those

who are irt unawares running into this grunt error, that

they may fiml the good hand of God stopping rhom therein

fur their own good, are. these things following concerning

persecution written, wherein nre i
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1. "What it is that is persecuted.

2. Who it is that persecutes, or is the persecutor.

3. The nature of persecution.

4. The grounds or causes of persecution.

5. The ways and means of persecution.

0. The ends of persecuting; what men aim at therein, or

* rather what the spirit in men, which puts them upon

persecuting of others, aims at thereby.

7. The color, or false pretence, of the persecuting spirit.

8. The blessedness of the persecuted.

9. The misery of the persecutors.

10. The way and means whereby men may come to avoid

this great evil of persecuting others.

Whereunto, in the last place, are added, Some sad effects

ofpersecufion; to kindle in men a desire of avoiding so groat

an evil in itself, and so pernicious an enemy to all that is

good in general, and particularly to the peace and welfare

of mankind, as the persecuting spirit is.

1. WHAT ok wno IT is THAT is PERSECUTED.

The persecuted in all ages is that "which is born after

God's Spirit." Gal. iv. 29. He that is new-created in Christ

Jesus, who is formed in the imago and by the Spirit of God

(which is contrary to the image and spirit of the world), and

who follows Christ in the leadings and teachings of his

Spirit (which is out of, and contrary to, the course, fashions,

ways, and customs of the world), this is the man that is

persecuted in all ages. He that is of another spirit and

principle than the world, and so cannot be as the world is

(being made otherwise by God), nor walk as the world

walks, nor worship as the world Worships, being taught

and required of God to do otherwise; this is the man who

is afflicted, reproached, hated, hunted, persecuted. And so

the apostle lays it down not only as a thing to be in his

age, but in after ages also. 2. Tim. iii. 12. "Yea, and all

that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."
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Men may talk of Christ, profess Christ, worship Christ ac

cording to the way that is set up in nations, and avoid per

secution ; but come under the new principle, come into his

life, live godly in him, become really subject unto the power

and. direction of his Spirit, then there is no longer avoiding

of persecution. That which comes into the life of Christ

comes presently into a proportion of puttering from that

which is contrary to his life.

2. WHAT on WHO IT is THAT PERSECUTE™, OR

IS THE PERSECUTOR,

The persecutor, in all ages, is that which is after the

flesh. That spirit and principle in man which is from be

neath, puts the men in whom it is. upon persecuting the

other principle, and the persons in whom it appears. Or

more plainly thus: that which is of the world, that which

loves the world, and present state thereof; that which lies

in the darkness, \s in unity with it, loveth it, and the cor

rupt ways thereof; that hates the light, and persecuteth the

children of the light, who are witnesses against, and reprov

ers of the darkness. John Hi. 20. " He that was born after

the flesh, persecuted him that was born after the Spirit."

Ho it was formerly, so it is also now, saith the apostle. Gal.

iv. 29. Now there are several sorts and ranks of these; as

some in the way of open profaneness and wickedness, some

more civilized, and of a more gentle, noble, and considerate

spirit and temper, some more religious and devout in wor

ships (though not rightly principled and guided, but turned

aside to some inventions or other of the earthly spirit, all

which are pleasing to the earthly spirit), but all these,

though they are diff'erent one from another, and agree not

well among themselves, but are full of dislikes one toward

another; yet they all agree in this; to wit, in a willingness

to have that persecuted and subjected which is of a contrary

spirit and nature to them all. They are all against this

more or less; though not all against it in the same degree

of heat and vehemency.
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3. THE NATURE OF PKRPECUTION, OR WHAT IT 18 TO PKRBKCUTE.

Persecution is the opposition of the flesh against the

Spirit. The fretting or (lushing of the earthly spirit, or

spirit of man corrupted, against that which is born of God :

the fighting of the nnregenerate and nnrenewed spirit in

man, against the spirit of man renewed by the regenerating

power of the Spirit of God: the fighting, the opposing of

this spirit against the other, is persecution. Whatever any

man does in his own will, according to his own wisdom, and

after the inclination of his own heart, against another who

desires to fear the Lord (who waits on him for the counsel

and guidance of his Spirit, that he might obey and worship

him aright), is persecution. The principle of God teaches

to fear the Lord; not according to the fear which is tanght

by the precepts of men, but according to the fear which

God puts into the heart. It teaches likewise to worship the

Lord, not according as man invents and thinks good to pre

scribe, but as the Lord instructs and requires. It teacher

likewise not to conform to the world, but to deny it, and

come out of it. Now the hating, opposing, and punishing

of that which is tanght, becanse of these teachings, and its

obedience thereto, this is persecution. The rising of the

heart against such, is persecution in the heart. The re

proaching, scoffing at, or speaking evil of such, is persecu

tion with the tongue. (So Ishmael's mocking of Isaac

Gen. xxi. 9, 10. is culled persecuting of him. Gal. iv. 29, 30.)

The smiting, fining, imprisoning of such, &c., in relation to

any thing that they do from this principle, is persecution

with the hand, or lifting up of the power, either of a par

ticular person, or of a magistrate, against such.
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4. THB GROUNDS OF PERSECUTION, OK WHAT ARK THE THINGS

THAT CAUSE THE ONE SPIRIT AND PRINCIPLE TO PER-

8BCUTB, AND THB OTHER TO BE PERSECUTED.

The grounds and canses which expose the one to perse

cution, and kindle the heat of persecuting in the other, are

chiefly these three ensuing.

1. The enmity of the birth of the flesh against the birth of

the Spirit. There is enmity in the serpent against the wo

man, and'in the seed of the serpent against the seed of the

woman. That which is born of the corrupt principle can

not endure that which is born of the pure principle. That

which walks and worships in the will, and according to the

inventions of man's wisdom, and in shadows and fleshly

forms, pleasing to the flesh, cannot endure that which wor

ships in Spirit and truth.

2. The contrariety of that which is born of God, and

drawn out of the world, to that which is of the flesh, or of

corrupt man, and left in the world, this is that which in-

creaseth and draweth forth the enmity in the corrupt princi

ple. " They are not of the world, even as I am not of the

world," John xvii. 16. "therefore the world hateth them."

ver. 14. They are of another spirit, of another image, of

another make, of another heart, of another desire, of another

manner of carriage and demeanor, of another principle,

and have other ends in all they do, than the world. And

their whole course and conversation being in the light,

and in the love, and in true purity of mind, reprove the

world, which lies in the darkness, and in the enmity, and

walks in the wickedness. And how can the world bear

this ; in the midst of all their height, glory, and greatness,

to be continually reproved by a poor and contemptible

generation, as God's choice in the world have, for the gen

erality of them, always been ; even looked upon by the

world as the oft-scouring thereof, as not fit to be suffered to

have a being in it, but rather as deserving to be scoured off

from it?
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The light, whereof the children of light are born, and

which they hold forth, or rather which God holds forth by

them, condemns the world. The evenness, sweetness, and

*traitness of their conversation and practices, condemn the

unevenness, crookedness, and perverseness of the spirit of

tin; world. The integrity, seriousness, and spirituality of

their worship, with the living presence and power of God

appearing among them, condemn the deadness, formality,

and hypocrisy of the worships of the world ; who draw nigh

to God with their lips, when it is manifest that their hearts

are for from him, being ensnared and captivated with van

ities and self-interests, and love of the world and earthly

things. Indeed the whole course and manifestation of the

Jight and power of God in them is a continual upbraiding

of the principle and ways of darkness in the men of the

world. And how can the men of the world forbear making

an unrighteous war, even a war of persecution, against that

which invades their territories, and makes war with them in

righteousness ? Can darkness choose but fight to save its

own dominions? It must put out the light, or it cannot

save its own, but will be losing of ground daily.

3. Because of 'the children of light leaving and coming

out of the world. They were once of the world, as well us

others; of the same nature, of the same spirit, of the same

corrupt will, of the same corrupt wisdom, walking in their

way, worshipping according to their worships, approving

;md observing their customs, fashions, and vanities; but

when the Spirit of ('hrist called thom out of the world, and

created in them that which could hear his voice, and was

willing to follow him, then they left all these, and stood

witnesses (in God's Spirit which called, and in that life

which was begotten in them, and in the fear, love, and

power of that God who iluickened them) against all these.

And this mads the world, in that they were onco of them,

but left them. Had they staid in the world, and been still

of the world, the world would have loved them, as it doth

the rest of its own ; but departing from the world, travel

ling towards another country, subjecting themselves to an



I S A A C P E :.' 1 X G T O N. ] fl,°,

other Spirit, and testifying against that spirit which for

merly led them, and still loads the world, and against those

ways and practices wherein they formerly walked, and

wherein the world still walks, this fills the worldly spirit

with rage against them.

5. THB WAYS AND MEANS OF PERSECUTION.

The ways and means of persecution are very many. Who

can want instruments to aHlict the innocent and helpless,

who can neither resist the evil which is offered them, nur

harm that which offers it? I shall only mention here three

general heads, to which many particulars may be referred.

1. One great way of persecution is by making use of laws

already made, either according to their proper tendency to

that end and purpose, or by bending them aside from their

proper intent, to reach those whom they have a mind to af

flict and persecute. Thus the Jews, when they had a mind

to have Christ put to death, told Pilate, "We have a law,

and by our law he ought to die." John.xix. 7.

2. Another way is, by making new laws fit for their pur

pose, whereby they may cateh, ensnare, ami suppress that

which is contrary to their spirit and principle, and which

will not bow thereto. This is a certain way to take that•

which is born of God, and which cannot but be true to him,

and so cannot bow to the corrupt will of man, nor to any

law made in the corrupt will, to strengthen the corruption,

and against the holy, pure will and mind of God. Thus

Daniel and the three Children were caught in the snare by

laws; Daniel, for praying to his God, against the royal

statute and firm decree of the king, signed in writing accord- '

ing to the desire and advice of all the presidents of the

kingdom, the governors, princes, counsellors, and captains,

Dan. vi. 7, 8. and the three Children, for not worshipping

the image Nebuchadnezzar had set up, according to the de

cree of the king. (Observe this by the way, and consider

it well: what hath been set up all this night of the apostasy,

Vol. IL— 17 '
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but images of the true worship; and what compelling hath

there been thereto.) Thus have articles 1 con framed, and

statutes made, here in England, (as in King Henry the

VI lIth and Queen Mary's days) which have been great en

gines of persecution ; and thus have there been some late

laws made in New-England to the same effect, though bet

ter might have justly been expected from them. And this

is not only a certain way, but a very plausible way likewise,

whereby the persecutor hides himself from the imputation

of persecution, and appears as a just executor of the law;

und so represents him who is upright before God, and inno

cent in the sight of God, as an offender and breaker of the

law, and so justly punishable. But this will not always

cover the unjust spirit's persecuting of the just. He that

shall persecute the Lord of glory (as he that persecuteth the

least member of his, how contemptible soever he appears to

his eye, doth n^r less, Acts jx. 4. Mat. xxv. 40, 45.) when

Christ shall call him to account therefor, it will be a vain

plea for him to say, there was a law for it, and he acted

according to law. It is fit for all men and laws to bow be

fore the Lord, and not to disturb any in their obedience to

the Lord, or hurt the principle of his life in any); but cherish

and nurse it up as much as in them lies, in that tenderness

which Christ begetteth in it, and in that spiritual liberty

which Christ allows it.

3. A third way of persecution is by the hand of violence,

without either law, or so much as pretence to law. Thus

the persecuting spirit, when it hath power in its hand, and

is out of fear, smiteth (with the open fist of wickedness)

that which is an enemy to, and stands a witness against, its

wickedness.
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6. THE ENDS OF PERSECUTION, OR WHAT THE PERSECUTING

SPIRIT AIMS AT IN ITS PERSECUTING, AND WOULD

FAIN ATTAIN THEREBY.

1. The main end of persecution is to bring the children

of light (who have left the evil, darkness, and corruption

nf the world) hack to the world again. That which they

persecute them for is for leaving the world, both in its prin-

eiples and practices, and for professing obedience and sub

jeetion to another spirit; that which they drive at in perse

cuting them is to force them back from under subjection to

that spirit which hath led them out of the world, into sub

jeetion to the spirit of the world again. There is a great

fight between the Spirit of God and the spirit of the world

in the two seeds; the Spirit of God striving to bring the

spirit of the world under, and the spirit of the world stri\

ing to bring the Spirit of l-Jod under. This is well known

in the heart where the new birth is witnessed.. Oh, what

striving there is by the powers of darkness, with all manner

of secret temptations and forcible oppositions (so far as t1ut

Lord permits), to bring the heart (which the Lord hath be

gun to redeem, and in some measure set tree from them)

under their power again! And the same that stirs up the

darkness in the heart against the seed and birth of light •

there, the same stirs up in the darkness in other men against

it also. The Lord knows what bitter fights we have had

with the enemy in our own hearts, before wo could leave

our principles, paths, and practices of darkness ; how hard

it hath been to us to deny the world, and come out of it;

and yet when the Lord hath conquered and subjected the

darkness in our own hearts in any measure, then we meet

with ii new fight abroad in the world, the same principle

and power in them fighting against us, as did at first in our

selves. And a.s this was the aim and work of the power of

darkness in ourselves (and still is, so far as any of it is left

ia any of ns) to bring us bnck under the darkness again,

even from the light and loadings of the Spirit, and from sin.
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gle obedience thereto ; so it is" the aim and endeavor of the

same spirit in others. And 'if they could but bring us back

from our God into the world again, they would be at peace

with us, as well as with other men, and love and cherish us,

as they do the rest of the world.

2. A second end of persecution in the spirit that persecut-

eth is, to keep the children of light from gaining further

ground. The kingdom of God and his truth is of a growing,

spreading nature. It is like leaven, like salt, like the light

of the morning; its nature is to leaven, to season, to over

spread, and gather mankind from the evil, from the dark

ness, from the corruption, from the death and destruction.

Now the spirit of the world, that spirit which ruleth the

world, is loth to lose ground; and therefore hunts and seeks

to destroy the vessels wherein the light appeareth, and from

whom it shineth forth, and to make them appear as odioiis

;ts it may, that it may keep all its own territories and do

minions in a perfect detestation of them, and distance from

them. Thus though the people of God have still been an

innocent people, and simple as to the subtlety and deceit of

the serpent, and weak and foolish in compare with the wise

and stroitg ones in the worldly nature and spirit; yet thev

are still represented as most dangerous, most subtle, and

pernicious, as shrewd deceivers, witehes, Jesuits, &c., yea,

any thing that is hateful and hated.

•3. A third end of persecution is to afflict, grieve, vex, dis

turb, and torment those whose principles and practices are

displeasing to them. There is enmity in the nature and

spirit of the world, against the holy, pure Spirit and seed

of God ; and if it cannot overcome and get its will one way,

in bringing back; yet it will strive to have its will another

way, even in vexing and afflicting. It is the pleasure of

hatred or enmity to do any thing which may hurt that

against which its hatred is. Thus the evil spirit rtjw-cth in

t i ti/li(!(i/, in grieving and afflicting that which is good. As

the Spirit of love delights in love, and in doing good even

to those which persecute; so the spirit of enmity delights

in hatred and doing evil; even in vexing and oppressing
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those which seek their good, because they are not, and can

not be, one with them in their dark principles and evil

practices.

7. THE COLOR OR PRETENCE WHICH MEX PUT UPOX THEIR

PERSECUTIONS OF THAT WHICH IS GOOD.

Persecution is so hateful (and hath such a blackness of

spirit in it) that it cannot endure to appear in its own color.

Where is the man that would appear to persecute that

which is good in men, or men because of their goodness?

Therefore all persecutors, though they still persecute that

which is good, and those which are good; yet they still rep

resent and charge them as evil, that they might thereby

hide the badness and unjustness of their persecutions from

their own eyes, and from the eyes of others. Thus the true

prophets of the Lord were always misrepresented by their

persecutors, even as false prophets, as "troublers of Israel,"

as madmen, as men not ht to be tolerated in the kingdom

or commonwealth of Israel. See Jer. xxix. 26, 27. And

those which condemned their forefathers for persecuting

the true prophets in former days, yet could also persecute

the true prophets in their own days. When Christ himself

asked the Jews for which of his good works they stoned

him? they said "Not for a good work," or as a i/ood man ;

hut for his doing evil; for his blasphemy; in that he, being a

man, would make himself 6W. John x. 32, 33. And the

Pharisees did not represent him as a good man, as a holy

teacher from God, (as indeed he was, though his doctrine and

conversation differed very much from theirs) but as a de

ceiver, a seducer of the people, a mean man, the son of Jo

seph the carpenter, one whom none of the wise scribes

owned, but only such silly people as knew not the law,

John vii. 49. yea, as a very bad man, as one that was against

the worship and ordinances of Moses, against God's temple

and priests in his doctrine and principles, and a profauer

of God's holv sabbath in his practices; yea, more than this,

17*
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thev represented him as a man that had a devil, and that ho

was nhle to do such great things beyond them through Becl-

xeh.nb, the prince of devils. Could the Jews think they did

otherwise than well in desiring such a man as this to he put

to death? Might they not well prefer IJarabbas before a

man thus represented hy their chief priests and teachers,

who knew and could exlxMind the law, and were hest able

to jndge, as they might well think, both what was the truth,

and who were deceivers?

8. THE BLKSSKDNKSS OF THE PERSECUTED.

The disciple of Christ, who is persecuted for conscience'

sake, who suffers from men and their laws for the upright

ness of his heart towards, and for his obedience unto, Christ,

that man is precious in the eye of Christ, and hath his

Messing with him; yea, the more men disesteem and hate

him upon this account the greater is his blessedness.

"Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute

you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely

tor my sake. -Kejoice, and be exceeding glad." Mat. v. 11,

1:3. He is blessed in several respects.

1. That man is in that spirit, and in that way, which

Hod hath chosen, and so he is in :i happy state and con-

dition at present. He is in the path of life, in the way of

peace, under the leadings of God's Spirit. The world lov-

ut!i and cherisheth that which is its own. and walketh

with it; but is at enmity and war with that which is of

itod. Therefore the world's dislike, enmity, and perse

cution are an evidence of God's choice, and of a removal

from it towards God. It is a happy thing in the eye of

man to be at unity with the world, to have the love nnd

friendship thereof, to have all men speak well of one, to he

found doing that. which is pleasing in the eye of the world,

and to be enjoying the pleasures and profits thereof; Imt

in the eye of God it is happy to be in unity with that which

is contrary to the world, and procureth its ill-will. "Love
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not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If

any man love the world, the love of the Father," which be-

getteth out of the world, "is not in him." But he that lost

eth the love of the world, for the principle of God, and his

subjection thereto, is in that which the Father loveth, and

feeleth the love of the Father opened in him, and revenled

to him ; and this is truly a happy state.

'2. The recompense which God will give to them in the

world to come, who cleave to him and his truth, for all the

persecutions which they endure in this world for hi? truth's

sake, is exceeding great. " Great is your reward in heaven."

Mat. v. 14. " Our light affliction, which is hut for a mo

ment," but at most for the time of this world, "worketh for

us a far more exceeding eternal weight of glory." '2 Cor.

iv. 17.

3. The reward is great in this world also. There is a

hundred-fold recompense to be reaped in this life. The

peace of God in the conscience, the presence of God, the

life of God, the virtue of God, the glory of the Spirit of

God, which accompanieth, resteth with, and abideth on,

the heart which is faithful, and waiteth upon God for .pa

tience, meekness, innoeency, and strength to carry through

sufferings, may well be valued at above a hundred-fold in

come and recompense for all the hardships and tribula

tions which are undergone for his name's sake. "If ye bo

reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for tho

Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you." 1 Pet. iv. 14.

9. THE itniEvocs MISERY OP THE PKIISECUTORS.

It is a miserable thing to be deceived about that which is

good; to put good for evil, light for darkness,'swcet fbr bit

ter, and so, under a mistake at least, become n persecutor

of the good. All good is of God, and- he that is against

good is against God; and it is a dreadful thing for the

creature to set himself in battle against his Creator, and to

engage the power and wrath of the Omnipotent One against

him; though while the eye is shut, it doth not appear to
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men cither that they are against God, or that their danger

is so great thereby as indeed it is. The children of God are

as the apple of his eye. Who can touch them, and he not

be deeply sensible? Yea, and they are most dear to God

in that for which the world most persecutes them; and

therefore their danger and misery must needs be great:

which may further appear in these three respects :

1. In respect of the weight of wrath which their persecu

tions of others here will bring upon themselves in the world

to come : then every hard word, with every thing they have

done against any lamb of Christ's, shall come upon them.

There is a time of judgment for all that is sowed in this

world, and then every one shall reap what he hath sowed.

And if he that hath not visited the sick and imprisoned for

Christ's sake shall hear that sentence, "Go ye cursed," &c.,

what will his portion be who hath imprisoned them, and

caused their sickness? Now is our time of trouble; but the

Lord hath prepared a day of rest for that spirit which is

troubled in this world b}' the spirit of this world; and then

shnll the troublesome spirit, which troubled the peaceable

spirit, and would give it no rest in its following and obey^

ing the Lord, be troubled by the Spirit of the Lord. 2 Thes.

i. 6, 7. And what shall the misery of that spirit be, whom

the Spirit of the Lord troubleth and filleth with anguish

and torments, in his fire, and with his brimstone ! Oh that

men would awaken, and consider in time, and not sell away

their everlasting inheritance for a mess of vanity, and transi

tory lusts and pleasures.

2. The hand of God doth often overtake them in this

world, and the Lord doth many times curse their very bless

ings to them, insomuch as they cannot enjoy the world with

that sweetness and content they might, were it not for the

rage and bitterness of their spirits against God's people,

and their provoking of God against them thereby. How

many of his own people did Pharaoh lose, and how did he

break the strength and glory of his kingdom, by persecuting

God's Israel of old? How did Amalek cause his name to be

rooted out from under Ireaven? How did the nations and
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mighty powers of the earth fall upon this account, one after

another? And in this nation how many powers have al

ready fallen thereby? Jerusalem tx a bwdtMOtnt atone (it was

so in the type, it is much more so in the substance), which

lies in the way of every earthly spirit and power; which

thev know not how to build with, neither can they rear up

their own building because of it, and therefore every power

strives to remove it out of their way ; but they know not

the weight of it, nor who it is that hath squared it, and how

rirm it is fixed upon the rock. The earthly spirit is never

to enjoy any true or histing peace and settlement (which is

the gift of God) until it leave off persecuting God's Israel

(which are the people whom God calleth out of the world),

and leave them free for God to enjoy, command, and dis

pose of; and whatever holds Israel in bondage, either with

in or without, must either be subject to the Lord, or be

broken by that arm of power which the Lord putteth forth

to redeem Israel with.

3. By all their persecutions and afflictions they shall but

increase and cause to grow that which they strive to sup

press. This is misery indeed for a man to hazard his soul

eternally, and his peace and prosperity in this world, to

crush and suppress a people, and yet not be able to effect

that neither, but even thereby occasion their growth and

increase; and yet so it is in the day that God putteth forth

his hand to redeem Israel. The ways that man takes to

bring them back into captivity shall be the means of per

fecting their redemption. "Come (said Pharoah) this peo

ple multiply too fast: they grow more and mightier than

we; let us deal wisely with them, and keep them down by

hard labor, lest they grow over-numerous, and join with our

enemies against us, when they see their advantage." But

they grew and spread the more, upon his wise plotting and

contriving to diminish them. And what did he get bv
O •/

striving 'to keep them from going forth of his land and idol

atrous worships to worship the Lord aright, but plagues

and judgments upon himself and his people from the Lord?

Can the powers of the earth withstand God any more now
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than they could formerly? Shall he not redoem and bring

forth his people from the laud of Babylon? His spiritual

Israel from spiritual Egypt? Shall he not break the anti-

christian yoke trom their consciences, that they may be

free in spirit to serve the Lord? Can any hinder God from

breathing his Spirit' upon people, and from begetting them

in the image and likeness of his Spirit unto "himself? And

shall not these be the Lord's? Shall not the same Spirit

teach them to worship tho Lord? Shall God call them to

worship him openly, and shall they not obey him, but wor

ship him according to man's inventions and commandments.

or not at all pnblicly ? O ye sous of men ! be wise; do not

contend with the Lord; be not bewitehed by the cup of

fornications from the pure, spiritual worship of the living

God into man's inventions, which the Lord's soul loathes;

nor do not strive to hold any back from the Lord, whom tiic

Lord draws after him: but consider his power, wait to know

his work in the world, and do not intrench upon his do

minions, but be thankful lor and content with your own;

and do not provoke him against you, who can more easily

take yours from you than ye can his from him. And con

sider this wateh-word, in that which can open and show the

truth of ic ; the Lord lmth put forth lix arm to recorer Itip pos

sessions from out of (he hniuls of anfichrist; and who shall be

able to force it back again, to make it return into his bo

som, without effecting what he stretehed it forth for:

Therefore, O magistrates of this nation! do not make asc

of the sword to suppress the plants of God; but to cut down

that which manifestly is not of God. Look abroad through

out this nation; behold how much evil there is to grieve

and provoke the Lord, and to divert good from the nation,

and to bring wrath upon it, and the government thereof;

strike at that in righteous and true judgment, and with

mercy to creatures' souls and bodies. IJut that which cer

tainly js of God, meddle not with ; and that which may he

of God for aught ye know, b« circumspect in meddling with,

lest ye engage God against you. It were better to let many

tares grow, than to plnck up one ear of corn. Christ hath
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absolutely expressed it to be his mind, that he would not

have that done which may so much as hazard the plucking

up of an ear of com. Mat. xiii. 29. !iut oh, how are the

laws and governments of this world to be lamented over!

And oh, what need there is of their reformation, whose

common work it is to pluck up the ears of corn, and leave

the tares standing! The chief cause of this misery (from

whence it principally ariscth) is men's meddling with those

things which God has reserved for himself, and assaying to

do that carnally which God did spiritually, and will do spir

itually again, in his due time, when he hath sufficiently

shown how untoward and improper man's hand is to effect

it. The Christians in the apostles' days were "of one heart,

and one mind," which proceeded from the power and work

of God upon them; and then they soon came into one way

and worship; but men will have unity and uniformity in a

way of religion and worship before there is one heart and

one mind. Now this is contrary to the Spirit of God, and

to the very nature of religion, and the cause of much cru

elty upon men's consciences: and this hath been and will

be the constant effect of it, even the crushing, as much as

lies in man, of that which is tender, and of and for God,

und the increasing of that which is formal, dead, and

earthly. Now if ever Christ appointed or intended such a

church-government, which naturally produceth this effect,

let all that fear God, and are of sober spirits, judge.

10. THE WAY AND MEANS TO AVOID PERSECUTION.

Where is the man (in whom there is any good, who hath

any love to goodness and righteousness, who hateth cruelty

and oppression over men's outward liberties and estates,

and much more over the consciences of people) that could

not with his heart desire to have this grand enemy re

moved, both from particular persons, and also from govern

ors, and governments, that peace and settlement might be

known; righteousness reaped; all cruelty and hardness in
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one man towards another removed; and theiv be no mor(

complaining in our streets; cither because of oppressions from

•men, or fear of wrath from Goil, upon those governments

which oppress? And who would not earnestly pray to God

for the discovery of that way and those means, and he very

industrious in the use of them, whereby this persecuting

spirit and temper might be wasted and dried up in him ?

Now the way and means whereby the persecuting spirit

may be subdued, are divers ; As,

1. By a true awe. andfear of God in the hearU The fear of

God teacheth to depart from iniquity, and to seek the cru

cifying and bringing under of the worldly spirit in a man's

self, and to wait daily to have God's will revealed, and like

wise to be made obedient thereunto. Now he that is in this

temper of spirit, will hardly be drawu to persecute another,

hut rather rejoice to see a tenderness of spirit in him, and

true subjection of heart to what he believes to be the mind

and will of God; and dares not so much as judge him for

differing, either in apprehensions or practices, about wor

ship, much less persecute him therefore. But that man

who is of a profane spirit, or comes easily by his religion,

even by the wisdom, industry, and parts of a man, and not

by the gift of God, and is exercised in that fear of God

which is taught by the precepts of men, but knoweth not

that fear which God puts in the heart (froih whence the

true religion and worship springs), either of these may be

drawn to persecute; yea, indeed, it will be hard for cither

of them to abstain therefrom.

•2. BIJ a meekness of xpirit. The gospel makes meek, ten

der, gentle, peaceable; nils with love and sweetness of spir

it : teaches to love, to forgive, to pray for and bless enemies :

and how shall this man persecute? Can a lamb persecute ?

Can a dove persecute? Indeed a wolf in sheep's clothing

may raven and devour, but a true sheep cannot. As the

power of the gospel is known, the devouring and persecut

ing nature is destroyed; and that being taken away, perse

cution soon comes to an end.

3. By a sober and indent considerafion of their cause whom
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they persceute, and irhnt it is in themselves vhich wort'.* them to

perseeute them. The strength of persecution lies in the

darkness, in the dark thoughts, misjndgings, and misappre

hensions about him whom one persecutes, or is inclined to

persecute; in prejndices and false jndgments of persons and

things received; which, by a sober hearing and considering

of things in God's fear and in meekness, might be removed;

and then the eager, persecuting heat of spirit would soon

abate and fall, the fuel, which kindled it, being taken away.

"The Jews stopped their ears, and ran upon Stephen." Acts

vii. 57. This is the way of persecuting spirits; they take

in prejndices against persons, their principles and practices,

atop their ears against what may be said to manifest either

the equity of the thing in itself, or their mistake about it, and

then run headlong in their fury of persecuting and devour

ing. But he that is sober and considerate, and weighs the

canse before he engages against it, and observes what it is

in him which moves so hotly against another, and which is

sO ready to believe ill aforehand; he shall soon see that,

which is always hid from the eye of the persecutor, and find

water to cast on this devouring tire of spirit in him.

4. By a righteous frame of spirit, which is willing to do by un-

olker,as he would he done to in the like ease. Persecution aris-

eth from unrighteousness and selfishness; righteousness

and true equity would soon end it. If no man would make

another man's conscience bow by force, who would not

have his own so bowed, persecution would soon cease. But

this is the'great evil and unrighteousness of man; whoever

is uppermost, thinks he hath a right to bow all the rest un

der him, and looks upon them as guilty and offenders, if

their consciences do not yield and bow tinder him. And

he that newly complained of the load laid on his conscience

by others, yet if he can get ease and power into his hand,

ia presently laying a load upon others. Here is a wrong

frame of spirit within, and how can it choose but bring

forth injury and persecution outwardly?

6. By taking heed and watching against the corrupt and carnal

principle, icith the reasonings, self-ends, and interests thereof, and

Vol. II.— 18
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hearkening to the principle of God, which tmi-hcih ami speaketh

right reason. Man as he came from (Hod, and was by es

pecial favor formed in his image, so it pleased God to place

in him a principle of his own life to govern him. This im

age was defaced by the fall, and this principle forfeited, yet

for Christ's sake (who is the Saviour of all men, but espe

cially of them that believe) the Lord stirreth up and visiteth

all mankind more or less, by the pure eternal principle of

his own light and life in Christ. In hearkening to this,

man's reason is rectified, purified, and preserved pure ; and

his steps here are safe. But consulting and contriving out

of this, he meets with that which corrupts him (captivating

and misbiasing his reason); and then all his intents, de

signs, and contrivances become corrupt, and tend not only

towards the prejudice of others at present, but also to his

own loss and detriment in the issue. He therefore that

would be safe in the enjoyment of any blessing which he

hath received from God, and faithful in doing him service

in his generation, must know what of himself is ready to

betray him, that he may watch against it, and turn from it;

and what in himself is given him of God to enlighten, guide,

instruct, and preserve him, that he may hearken thereto,

and be made happy thereby.

11. And lastly, To set it yet more home upon all that are

ingennous, and would be worthy and noble, and do that

which is worthy and noble, abhorring cruelty, afllicting and

oppressing of others; let them consider the fruits and effects

ofpersecufion, which are very many, and of the worst kind,

even suitable to the nature of the root. At present I shall

only mention these four.

1. In a great degree, It hindereth the growth of the present

good, in every age and generafion, so far as the earthly power

or sword of the magistrate can well hinder. Persecution of

that which is good by the earthly powers, in its proper ten

dency, is an hindrance to the growth thereof in their age

and day; though the Lord can overbear the malignity of

it, and further the growth of his seed thereby.

2. It wholly tends towards hindering the shoofing up of any
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further seeds of good, which God hath to sow in the earth. For

all the seeds of good which God hath to sow in the earth,

at first they are looked upon as evil ; until hy God's bless

ing upon them, and opening of men's eyes through the

much suffering of those vessels, in whom God causeth the

most excellent seeds of his virtue and goodness first to ap

pear, their innocency and beauty hegin at length to shine in

men's eyes, and be discerned.

3. It occasioneth the growth of evil. For good with-stand-

eth, opposeth, and chaseth away evil, even as light doth

darkness; and therefore the preventing of the springing up

of the good, is a cherishing and strengthening of the evil.

Besides, the same spirit, government, or power, which per-

secuteth and keepeth down the good, under a pretence of

its being evil, cannot choose but also cherish and nurse up

the evil, under a pretence of its being good. For the same

eye, tongue, and heart, that secth, calleth, and acknowl-

edgeth that which is indeed good to be evil, cannot choose

but also mistake the evil and think it good.

4. It draweth doitm the wrath of God upon people, powers, and

governments, where such persecution is; where evil is cher

ished under a pretence of its being good, and the good en

deavored to be suppressed under a pretence of its being

evil. If men from their hearts do acknowledge the being

of God, and his disposal of things; then surely what is truly

good in persons or nations is of him ; and what is of him,

his eye is upon. He beholdeth the plants which he hath

planted in the earth, and the plants which the envious one

hath planted; and he cannot bless that place, that people.

those powers, that government, where his plants are crushed,

under a pretence of their not being his, and where the evil

nature and plants are cherished as if they were the good.

Therefore he that would not be an enemy to God, an

enemy to goodness, an enemy to himself, an enemy to man

kind, and a friend and promoter of evil, let him wait on the

Lord, for the fear of his name and power to be written on

his heart, and for a meek, righteous frame of spirit, &c.,

that he may consider hia step?, and the reasonings of his
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mind, and not mistake evil for good, and good for evil, and

so persecute men for being and doing that, which (might it

have its course and progress) would make the world happy.

Obj. But will not this undermine magistracy, and inter

rupt its punishing of evil-doers, if they should be thus ten

der and considerate? For what man cannot pretend con

science for what he does? And if the magistrate should

hearken to every pretence of conscience, the laws would

soon be silent, government at a stand, and every one do

what they list, bringing in all manner of licentiousness and

disobedience to authority, under a pretence of conscience.

Ans. 1. Conscience is of God; and tenderness and con

scientiousness towards him is necessary to the receiving of

his pure fear, and towards the springing up and growth of

.dl good in the heart. The seed of good is tender; and if it

be not received into tender and well prepared earth, hut in

to thorny, stony, or highway ground, it cannot grow. And

it cannot reasonably be supposed to be the intent of God in

appointing governments, that ever their laws and authority

should hurt that tenderness of conscience, wherein his seeds

of good are sown.

2. It is true; the corrupt nature of man, which is selfish,

and seeketh covers for evil, may also seek this cover to hido

iniquity under, and may pretend conscience, when there ia

no matter of conscience at all, but self-will and self-ends at

bottom.

;). Notwithstanding this, God would not have the true

conscientiousness and tenderness in any of his crushed; nor

can it be done by any person, authority, or law, without

provoking God on the one hand, or without injury to such

who are so dealt with, vix: who are punished by man for the

exercise of that conscientiousness which is of God, and which

he rcquireth, and is pleasing to him.

4. It were far better in itself, safer for governors, moro

agreeable to equity and righteous government, and 7noro

pleasing to God and good men, rather to suffer some, by

their craft and false covers, to escape due punishment, than

to punish those who, by the goodness, innoeeney, and right
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eousness which God hath planted in them, are exempted

from punishment. Yea, it were better and much safer to

spare many evil men, than to punish one good man : for mer

cy and sparing, even of offenders, is natural to that which is

good; but severity and punishments are unnatural and but

for necessity's sake. And as for that man, who, by his sub

tlety and deceit, thus escapes man's hand, he will be no great

gainer; for God, who is above all, will be sure to meet with

him. Yea, that magistrate, who spares some evil and evil

doers, merely upon this account,—lest he should hurt that

which is good, the Lord will help and bless ; whereas, that

power and government which wilfully errs herein, the Lord

may soon cut down ; and that which errs thus through mis

take (it being a grievous mistake to cut down the good in

stead of the evil), the Lord, who loveth the good and hateth

the evil, may easily be provoked against.

5. As government came from God ; so the righteous ex

ecution of it depends upon God. Ever}• man needs God's

help daily, else he may easily err in his course; and govern

ments and governors need God's help much more, in the

many intricacies and perplexities which they often meet

with. And God is nigh to them in their difficult cases, who

wait upon him for counsel and direction. If the case bo

knotty, yet if God give wisdom, hath the magistrate cause

to complain ? And will not God assist that magistrate, who

in his fear,waits on him, and is not willing to spare the evil,

and afraid to hurt the good? If there were not so much

consulting with man's wisdom and policy, nor such laying

of designs and intents at first, as spring from man, and not

from God, but a naked, upright waiting on him for instruc

tion, who can only guide the spirit of man aright, govern

ments would not prove so difficult, nor the success therein

so dangerous.

18*
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A BRIEF ACCOUXT OF THAT STIFFXESS, RESOLVEDNES9, AND

SUPPOSED STUBBORNNESS, WHICH BY MANY IS OBJECTED

AGAIN9T THE PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS.

Obj. THAT the people called Quakers are an innocent and

industrious people, that they aim at good, and might be

serviceable and profitable to the nation in many respects;

this many believe concerning them, and in their hearts wish

that the powers would let them alone, and make a trial of

them ; the which they might be the more inclined to do,

were it not for a certain stiffness which appears in them,

they being so glued to their principles and practices, that

they will not bend in the least, nor so much as meet the

magistrate one jot in any favor he would show unto them.

This is such a temper as no magistrate or governor can bear,

and therefore there is a necessity either of banishing or sup

pressing them one way or other.

Ans. I freely confess, that (looking upon them with man's

eye) it may easily appear so to man, who cannot see either

whence that is, or what that is, which is wrought in their

hearts Ity God. And how can I blame others for judging

thus of them, when I myself should be liable so to judge, if

I did so look upon thom? But yet, if J had patience to hear

them, and to consider the thing in the fear of God (wateh

ing against that wisdom, from which the knowledge of the

things of God and the state of his people is hid), I see also,

that there is some ground may appear unto man, to let him

soo that this is not such a stiffness and stubbornness of spir

it as he judgfth, but ariseth from, and necessarily accompa-

nicth, a true tenderness nnd conscientiousness towards God;

which to make the more manifest to such as are willing

fairly to consider the thing, and know the truth thereof. I

shall thus demonstrate.

1. Stubbornness, or such ;i kind of stiffness and resolved-

ness, ariseth from the strength and corruption of the natu

ral will and earthly wisdom. The wisdom which is from

above is gentle, OHSV to bo on treated: and the will which is
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created bv God is mild and flexible, and easy to be led bv
•. * mm

the least child, in the line of goodness. And 1 can truly

ray this, that I never hi my whole course and conversation

(who hnvi! long been a spectator and uninterested person,

both as relating to the civil state and the various professions

of religion, till the power of truth and presence of God ap

pearing in this people drew my heart after them), yea, 1

cannot but say, in the singleness of my heart, I never met

with a more mild, gentle, flexible-spirited people. And he

that can reach the ground of the thing, cannot but see it to

be thus; for he that is daily exercised in denying his will

and wisdom; he on whose back the Lord lays the cross, and

crucifies him every day, his self-will and self-wisdom, with

all the conceitedness mid stiffness which arise therefrom,

must needs be much broken iu him.

'2. In the tenderness and pliableness to good, which God

begets, there is, and cannot but be, an unbendedness to evil.

Consider thia, O ye that are wise! In the birth which God

begets in the heart; in the immortal seed of life, which (iod

hath sown, and causcth to spring up in his heritage, there

is a bowing to God at every appearance of good, accompa

nied with a tenderness, gentleness, and good-will to man:

but it cannot bow to that which is evil in any man upon the

face of the earth. Head then this riddle, with a true under

standing: the tender one cannot yield, the flexible one can

not bow; bnt naturally stundeth upright and straight tow

ards God, even in every thing it hath learned of him, and

which he requiretl i of it. Thus in the apostles' days, the

Christians, though meek, though sweet, though pliable to

the Spirit of God, and to all good, yet could not bow to so

much as an appearance of evil anywhere, but shun and

avoid it everywhere. And if it wore not for this kind of

stiffness ami unbendedness, the children of God could never

be preserved in their departure out of the world's spirit.

ways, worships, and practices; but would soon he ensnared

and drawn back again, by the enticements and subtleties of

the worldly nature, either in themselves or others.

8. A stiffness then I grant, sm unbundedness 1 grant; hut
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not of the earthly, not of the self-will, uor according to the

earthly ; but such as ariseth from truth in the heart, and

from tenderness of spirit towards God ; such as is begotten

in his fear, preserved by his power, and is necessary towards

their preservation who arc born of him, and called by him

out of the world. And if those, who are apt and liable to

misjudge of them, did but see the sincere desire of their

hearts not to offend man, but to be subject to the utmost

according to the will of God, and knew what breathings

there are in their hearts to God (in relation to the magis

trate, and when they appear before him), that they may be

preserved in the pure fear, and in righteousness and inoffen-

siveness, and how they cannot but refuse to break any of

God's commands, because he is their Supreme Lord, and

they dare not disobey him to please man, or avoid their

own sufferings from man : I say, if men did see this, surely

they would not call it stubbornness and self-willedness, but

a pure subjection and denial of the self-will in God's fear,

joined with a holy and humble boldness in his power.

4. Let it be equally considered, and it will soon be ac

knowledged, That the least thing which God requires (the

command being from so great a King, upon whom the soul

hath so great dependence, from whom it hath so great

hopes, and to whom universal obedience is so due in itself,

and so profitable to the creature) is exceeding weighty ; and

it is impossible for the fear of him, and due tenderness tow

ards his commands, to be preserved, without a strict and

close giving up the will to him, and standing in his strength,

strong and unbended against all temptations, provocations,

allurements, and affrightments to the contrary (and how

easily may men call this stubbornness and stiffness !). But

this they receive from God, as well as the law of obedience

and power to obey; and this (which men call stubbornness)

Hows in upon them from him, when they are in the sweetest

and meekest frame of spirit, most ready to deny themselves,

and to yield up their own wills to whatsoever is good and

righteous, and so of God.

5. The same thing which is offended at this unbended



ISAAC, PENINGTON.

ness and resolvedness, which is wrought and preserved in

them by the fear of God (calling it, by way of reproach,

vstiffness and stubbornness); I say, the very same thing will

commend that resolution and stiffness, which is taken up in

mmi's wisdom, and held in man's will. Is it not good to

weigh and consider things reasonably, and then to choose

tind hold fast those principles which appear most reason

able? What man, but will say it is? And is it not good to

obey and keep to that light which is higher than reason;

which comprehends reason, rectifying and preserving it,

making it profitable and serviceable to God who made it,

to the vessel in which it is, and to the rest of the creation 'i

But "wisdom is justified of her children." He that knows

not the principle of the eternal light, who is not born of it

(much less by unfeigned obedience and subjection formed

into it), be cannot justify it in his paths; but he justifies the

earthly wisdom and reason of man, by its setting up ap

pearances of f/ootl, instead of t/nod, and would make all ac

knowledge and bow to them as good; whereas that which is

indeed acquainted with the good, living in the principle

thereof, cannot bow to the false appearance, but only to the

truth itself. When man's spirit and wisdom is wearied out

ttf all its paths, and he broken with the misery which will

certainly overtake him therein; at last the path of God will

be weleome to him, and that principle which, through the

operation of God, is able to rectify him and make him

happy.

There hath long been a peace and prosperity throughout

the world in unrighteousness; but the season is at length

come for the breaking thereof, and now there is not to be

Mich a settled, false peace in unrighteousness any longer:

but tribulation, anguish, and destruction are coming upon

the selfish and unjust spirit; and he that rcfuseth the path

of righteousness, must not know peace, but be overtaken

with the overflowing scourge, and swept into and shut up

in the pit, which hath long been digging for the wicked;

Psa. xciv. 13. and mark this thing following, ye that

would not find yourselves deceived of your souls hereafter,
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nor of your outward peace and prosperity here; for it

deeply concerns both.

The Spirif of the Lord once raised up a spiritual build

ing, which the spirit of the dragon overturned (as to its

outward state, though the gates of hell could not prevail

against the being and inward state of the true church) and

instead thereof set up an earthly image, agreeable to the

earthly spirit in nations, but burthensome to that which is

innocent, pure, and spiritual. The Lord God suffered this

to stand all its allotted time, and to have power, to keep

down the visibility of his truth and people ; but the Lord

hath appointed a season to raise up his own building again,

and to throw down this image. Now this I say to all men,

in the fear and dread of the Almighty, stand still and mark.

if all the power of man be able to keep down God's spir

itual building which he is raising up ; or to keep up any

part of the earthly image which he is throwing down. The

spirit of man (in various ways) hath shown what it judgeth

best to have down, and to have up: and hath put forth its

strength to accomplish its will and counsel. Stand still a

while, and ye shall see, that the spirit of the Lord will also

show what he would have down, and what he would have

up; and he will also put forth his strength, to accomplish

his will and counsel. It is the glory and honor of the Lord

to carry on his work in the midst of all the oppositions of

man, and against the full current of his strength and will.

This will make it to appear to be of God, and cause the

glory of his name to shine. Oh that men could fear the

Lord, and bow before him, that he might be honored in

them, and see good to honor them in the carrying on of his

work, and so might not be forced (through their hearkening

to the dark spirit, and because of their ignorance of, and

disobedience to, the light of his Spirit) to get himself a

name, by overturning their strength and counsels, and

causing his glory to shine over them !

We have been a poor, oppressed people, from the day

that the power of the Lord broke forth upon us, and his

light sprang in us, even until now : and now we are brought
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lower than ever, and are in greater danger (to the eye of

man) than ever. Yet our confidence is still in our God; and

this we are certain of, that our principle (and practices

therefrom) shall stand, and man shall not be able to prevail

against it; for God will preserve his people in his life and

power, and the heads of all that wait upon him in his fear,

shall be lifted up above all the swellings of the waters; yea,

a song of praise is already prepared in the heart of God's

chosen, against the day of his deliverance. We look not

out, but give up our backs to the smiter, as if their strokes

were never to have an end ; and yet we wait on our God,

and hope in him, as if deliverance were springing up every

moment. And oh that God would smite the spirit of en

mity and darkness in men and powers! And then there

would be love, peace, pursuing after God and righteousness,

and no more perseeuting and smiting of God's people for the

uprightness of their hearts, and for their obedience and

faithfulness to him. But be it known throughout all the

earth, we are the -Lord's, and we must worship and serve

him. He hath redeemed us (even all of us in some measure,

who have known unity with his living truth) in soul, in

body, and spirit; and they must all be his in the first place,

and cannot bow to man in the least, against his will, or con

trary to the law of his pure life, and leadings of his Spirit

in the heart. Here is our standing, in the strength of our

God, whatever become of us. And here we stand in love

and good-will to mankind ; yea, to these present powers,

however they jndge of us; and have been praying for them,

:md mourning over them, while they have been smiting of

us. And when they have drawn the hand of the Lord upon

themselves, if the Lord shall please to open their eyes to

see what we have been towards them, and how fain we

would have had them set footing there, where they might

have stood firm and have been preserved, they will bewail

as much their dealings with us, as what will befall them

selves. The Lord will manifest all things in his time, and

give bis truth a passage in the earth, and his people a quiet



216 THE WORKS OF

habitation therein, how black soever the face of things now

appears, as relating to them.

Oh! ho\v happy will the day he, when the Lord shall

have wrought down the selfish spirit in man, and shall have

raised up his own nohlo and equal principle! Then shall

righteousness spring up and spread abroad throughout the

nations; and the work of righteousness shall be peace, and

the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.
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SOME

1) I 11 E C T IONS

TO THK

PAN T ING SOU L,

U'hich hath long been travelling in the Letter, but hath not

yet been acquainted with the Power, nor hardlv so much

as entered into the Ministration of the endless Life (which

is the Ministration of the GOSPEL), that it mav feel the

Spring, and come to drink there of the living "Waters.

"CoME unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden,

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn

of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find

rest unto your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden

is light." Mat. xi. 28, 29, SO*. "

Some sweet meditations sprang in my heart concerning

this portion of scripture; with breathings of spirit for, and

rollings of bowels towards, those " that labor and are heavy

laden," which I find drawings to communicate.

1. In the gospel (which is " the power of God unto salva

tion") is the soul's rest. It is the doctrine of the kingdom,

wherein is life, joy, peace, and everlasting rest to the soul

in God. The law had the yhadow of the good things to

come; but under it was not the possession' of the good

things themselves, but only a laboring after them, and a

mourning and load because of the want of them: but in the

gospel is the substance, the enjoyment; life and immor

tality are there brought to light, and an entrance minis

tered into the everlasting kingdom, where they are felt,

possessed, ai'd enjoyed. "The kingdom of heaven is at

band," saith the forerunner; It is come, saith the Messiah;

VoL II.— Itf
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and in it there is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the

pure spirit of life.

2. It is the will of the King of saints tluit his people should en

joy the rest and peace of his gospel, lie would not havo them

always laboring and heavy laden, a.i under the law; but

he would have their souls feel and enjoy the case, the lib

erty, the sweetness, the pure power and eternal rest of his

life. The Spirit of the Lord was upon him to preach glad

tidings to the meek, liberty to the captives, life to the dead,

the opening of the prison to the prisoner of hope, the bind-

ing-up of the broken-hearted, the pouring in of oil upon

the wounded: and he would have the souls of his people

enjoy that which he came to bring them.

3. Christ hath plainly chalked out the path of his rent to every

weary, panfing soul, which he that icalketh in cannot miss of. He

hath cast up, cast up; he hath made the way plain in the gos--

pel, so plain, that the way-faring man, though a fool, yet

keeping to the light of the gospel, cannot err therein, or

miss of the blessed rest thereof. How is it? Why "come

uuto me; take my yoke upon you and learn of me." He

that walketh in this path cannot miss of it: the rest ia at

the end of it, nay, the rest is in it: "he that belicveth en-

tereth into the rest." The true faith, the faith which stands

in the power, and which is given to the birth which is born

from above, is the substance of the r|st hoped for, and there

is ;i true taste and some enjoyment of it given to him that

truly bclieveth.

4. The rest was once felt and enjoyed, when the gospel was

knoicn in power. Believers, in the first day of the gospel,

before the night overtook that glorious dispensation, found

"peace and joy in believing;" yea, they could rejoice in

the Lord always. They felt the power and the life, which

stood over all the powers of darkness, and brought good to

them out of every affliction, and out of every temptation,

and out of every distress : so that they standing in the life,

and in the power which had quickened them, and was pres

ent with them, they could "count it all joy when they fell

into manifold temptations," knowing the advantage which.
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would acerne to them thereby, and possessing their souls

in the pure patience, till God wrought it out for them.

They had an entrance ministered to them into the everlast

ing kingdom: they received the kingdom which could not

be shaken, and in it had fellowship with the Father, and

with the Son, and in the eternal light the blood ran in their

vessels, which cleansed them, and kept them pure; and

they sat down with Christ in the heavenly places, even

every one in the particular mansion'which God had built

ia them by his .Spirit. The fear of the living God was put

in their hearts; the Spirit of the Lord was within them,

and there his law was written, and read in the Spirit, and

the treasures of his kingdom were opened by the key of

David in the hand of the [Spirit, and their souls had true

satisfaction and rest in measure, and were travelling on

towards the fulness.

i,. There is no rest to the soul to be enjo,/ctl w tic rjospcl from

'/titter the yoke. This stands eternally: that which yokes

tlown that which would be at ease and liberty ont of the

life, that is the soul's true rest; there is no other: and un-

tler the yoke it is enjoyed, and not otherwise; only when

that which is to be yoked down is consumed and destroyed,

it is then no longer a yoke, but perfect liberty. But the

same thing which is the liberty is the yoke: and under the

yoke, the sweetness, the ease, the lightsomeness, the safe

possession of the life is enjoyed. Murk this therefore dili

gently: the yoke is not one thing, and the liberty another;

but one and the same. The power of God, the life ever

lasting, the pure light, the divine nature, is a yoke to the

transgressing nature; but it is the ease, the pleasure, the

rest, the peace, the joy, the natural centre of that which is

born of God.

Now to the soul that hath felt breathings towards the

Lord formerly, and in whom there are yet any true breath

ings left after his living presence, and after the feeling of

his eternal virtue in the heart, I have this to say: "Where

art thon? Art them in thv soul's rest? Dost thou feel the



220 THE W O R K S OF

virtue and power of the gospel? Dust thou feel thc ease

which comes from the living arm, to the heart which is

joined toil in the light of the gospel? Is thy laboring for

life in a good degree at an end? And dost thon feel the

life and power flowing in upon thee from the free fountain?

Is the load rewlly taken off from thy back? Dost thou find

the captive redeemed and set free from the power of sin,

and the captivity broken, and he which led thee captive

from the life and from the eternal power, now led captive

by the life, and by the redeeming power, which is eternal?

Hast thou found this, or hast thon missed of it? Let thine

heart answer. Ah! do not imagine. and talk away the rest

and salvation of thy soul. The gospel state is a state of

substance, a state of enjoying the life, & state of feeling the

presence and power of the Lord in his pure, holy Spirit, a

state of binding-np, a state of healing, a state of knowing

the Lord, and walking with him in tho light of his own

Spirit. lt begins in a sweet, powerful touch of lite", and

there is a growth in the life (in the power, in the divine vir

tue, in the rest, peace, and satisfaction of the soul in God)

to be administered and waited for daily. Now art thou

here, in the living power, in the divine life, joined to the

spring of life, drawing water of life out of the well of life

with joy? Or art thou dry, dead, barren, sapless, or at best

but unsatisfiedly mourning after what thou wantest?

Well, ye that are dry, dead, barren, as it were without

the living God (that know not the shining of his sun, nor

the descending of his dews from on high on his tender

plants, nor the care, diligence, and circumspection of the

husbandman over his husbandry), oh! wait for the quicken-

virtue, for the visitations of the day-spring from on high!

that ye may he quickened again to God, that ye may fiud

his life visiting yon, his Spirit breathing upon yon, that tin-

seed of Jacob may he raised in you to travel out of this bar

ren state, even out of this land of darkness, and from under

the shadow of death, to the land where life lives and flour

ishes, and daily distributeth plentiful nourishment and re

freshment to all its offspring, who are taught to wait for it,



ISAAC PENINGTON. 221

and to feed on it in the holy place, out of the sight of the

tye of the fleshly wisdom.

And ye who are still gasping after the living God, on

whom the breathings of life still abide; who remain unsat-

isiied inwardly for want of the presence of the Lord, and

whose hearts still mourn and lament deeply after him, oh !

'•'msider what is the matter, that ye have mourned so long,

:;ml sought so long, and yet to this day are at a distance

from the thing ye have mourned for and sought after.

".Strait is the gate, narrow is the way, that leadeth unto

lii'e, and few there be that find it." The way of unbelief is

liroad, yea, the way of belief is broad also. It is easy for a

man so to believe concerning Christ, or in Christ, (as his

heart may call it) as to miss of the nature of the true faith,

and of the sweet and blessed effects which accompany it.

It la easy likewise to miss the yoke, (to take up a wrung yoke,

in the self-will, self-wisdom, self-interpretation of Bcript-

uaea) or easy starting aside from the true yoke; but it is

hard coming under the yoke of the life, and hard abiding

under it. Again, it is easy mislearning; a man may so

read, and so hear, as that he may be always learning, and

never come to the knowledge of the truth ; never come to

the truth as it is received and held in Jesus; but may so

get and hold the knowledge of the truth, as man in his wis

dom may get and hold it from the letter. And if a man

thus miss the way, how can he attain the end? If a man

begin not in the true faith, in the living faith, how can he

uttain the rest which the true faith alone leads to? If n

man miss of the yoke, or abide not constantly under the

yoke, how can he meet with the true ease and rest which is

in it, and which it alone can administer? If a man learn

ii- ,t the truth aright of the true teaclmr, how can he ever

ix-up the effects of the true knowledge'.' Ah, poor hearts!

it is not enough to have breathings after God, nor to be very

uiligent and industrious, cither in outward ordinances, or

inward exercises of spirit; but the way of the gospel must

h« cast up by God, and the soul led into it by him, and daily

preserved by him, and must walk in the path which is

19*
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proper for it to walk in, or it may mourn and cry all its

days, and never meet with that enjoyment of God, and sat

isfaction in God, which it waits for, and cries after. It is

one thing to mourn after a gospel-state, hut another tiring

to he brought into it hy the power. With my heart I own

those that mourn after, and feel the want of, God, wherever

they are; hut this I know certainly, that they can never

come to the enjoyment of him, hut in that livhig path

which the Scriptures testify of to he in him who is the life,

and which his Spirit is now found manifestly leading into.

Blessed he his name!

Quest. Mut how may my poor soul, who have long

mourned, and groaned, and been sick of love after my he-

loved, hut could never attain to the satisfactory enjovment

I'fiiini, come to walk in his path, that PO 1 may meet with,

and lie down in, the power of life and salvation which the

gospel holds forth to the true believer, and which I have

been long sensible of the deep want of?

Ans. Thou that wouldst enjoy thy beloved, and feel the

rest of his gospel, and walk in that path which leads there

to, wait to learn of the Spirit these things following:

1. Know what it is that is to walk in the path of life, and

indeed is alone capable of walking therein. It is that which

groans, and which mourns; that which is begotten of God

in thee. The path of life is for the seed of life. The true

knowledge of the way, with the walking in the wav, is re

served for God's child,—for God's traveller. Therefore keep

in the regeneration, keep in the birth: he no more than God

hath made thee. Give over thine own willing; give ovitr

thine own running; give over thine own desiring to know

or to ho any thing, and sink down to the seed which (Sod

sows in the heart, and let that grow in thee, and be in thee.

and breathe in thee, and act in thee, and thou shalt find by

sweet experience that the Lord knows that, and loves and

owns that, and will lead it to the inheritance of life, which

is his portion. And as thou takest up the cross to thyself,

and sufferest that to overspread and become a yoke over



ISAAC 1'ENINGTUN. 223

'

thee, thou shalt become renewed, and enjoy life, and the

the everlasting inheritance in that.

2. Know in what light it is to walk, which is in the light of

the Spirit. There the child is begotten (not in Satan's dark

ness, or highest transformings into the likeness of light,

'.vhirh is hut darkness; nor in the light of man's wisdom,

searching knowledge, or comprehension), and there it walks ;

in that light it feteheth every step and motion towards the

land of life; therefore hold no knowledge out of the Spirit.

If any knowledge concerning the things of God be held out

of the freshness of the Spirit, it presently proves dead and

uaprofitable. The spiritual Israel cannot travel without a

.-|tiritnal light; which light is eternal and incomprehensible,

and cannot be held by man's spirit, but shineth fresh in the

renewed spirit every day, and so is daily gathering it more

and more inward into itself, comprehending it in itself, tuid

preserving it in its own purity, clearness, .and brightness.

Oh! this is it hath undone many, even catehing at light

from the Spirit, transplanting the image of divine things

into the earthly principle, and there holding of them in the

earthly part, growing wise by them there, and making use

of them from thence as man sees good, and not seeing a ne

cessity of depending on ths Spirit for fresh light and life

everv dav to evcrv spiritual motion. Thus the traveller
•r • *•

soon comes to lose the true path, and instead thereof trav

els on in a road of his own wisdom's forming: and so

though he seems to himself to make a large progress, yet

makes no true progress at all, but is exceedingly run out

aside in a by-way l all which ground he must traverse back

again, ere he can come to the truth of his former state, or

proceed in the true travel.

3. Know and keep to the power, which alone began any

trne work in the heart, which alone can preserve it, and

which alone can carry it on. Christ was made a priest, not

I'f'lIr tin htir of n rfinml rn>uiuIOslntt s/, but after lit' power of

tin emlttx* tiff: and every sacrificer under him (which every

tnu- believer is) is so made by the same power. The pow

er* of il irkncss are continually at hand, which nothing can
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stand its ground against (much less walk on safely) without

being in that power which is above them. The first coming

to Christ must be in the power of the Father's drawing:

and no believing afterwards is of the true nature, nor will

avail the soul in its progress aud travel towards life, but

what abides in, and goeth forth in the same power. So the

taking up the yoke, and drawing in it, must be by the

power of the new life; and so must the disciple's learning

be. As the master teacheth in the power of the Spirit the

things which alone can be seen with the new eye, heard

with the new ear, and received into the new heart; so the

scholar must learn and receive his lessons of life in the

same power. Let any disciple of Christ be from under the

shadow of the power, believe out of the- power, walk out of

the power, act out of the power, he is from that wherein

his life stands, and wherein alone is his preservation; and

ah! how liable is he then to falls, bruises, snares, and temp

tations of the enemy.

4. Watch against the selfish wisdom, in every step of thy

growth, and in every spiritual motion, that that come not

between thec and thy life; that that deceive thee not with

a likeness, a shadow, making it appear more pleasing to the

eye than the substance. Every step of thy way it will In

laying baits for thec; and it is easy for deceit to enter thee

at any time, and for that wisdom to get up in thee under an

appearance of spiritual wisdom, unless the Lord tenderly

and powerfully preserve thee: and if it prevail, it will lead

thec from the path of the true wisdom; it will cozen thee

with a false faith, instead of the true faith; with false pray

ing, instead of the breathings of the true child; with dili

gence and zeal in thy false way, instead of the true /eal and

diligence; yea, it will hurry thee on in the path of error,

shutting that eye in thee which should see, and hardening

thine heart against thy bosom friend. And being thus de

ceived, thou maycst be as zealous in thy age and generation

against the truth, as the Jews were in theirs: and as cer

tainly as they put Christ to death, and persecuted his apos

tles, though they cried up the former prophets, BO certainly
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thon, under this deceit, canst not hut act against the present

dispensation and appearance of Christ's Spirit, and would

persecute either the prophets, apostles, or Christ himself,

were it their present day now so to appear as formerly thev

did.

5. Let nothing judge in thee (concerning thine own heart,

or concerning others, or concerning any way or truth of

( tod) hut only the begotten of God in the heart. Let the

light in which thou art hegotten to God, and which shines

upon his begotten, he the only judge in thee, and then thou

canst not err in judgment. Be not hasty, he not forward in

judgment; keep back to the life, still waiting for the ap

pearance and openings of the lite. A few Steps fetehed in

the life and power of God are much safer and sweeter than

a hasty progress in the hasty, forward spirit.

Indeed this is the true religion, to feel God beginning

the work, and to wait on him for his carrying it on. The

feeling of God's Spirit beginning somewhat in the heart,

the heart's waiting on him for more of his Spirit, and walk

ing on with him in his Spirit, as he pleaseth to quicken,

lead, draw, and strengthen; this is the spiritual and true

religion: and there is no duty or ordinance of the gospel

out of the Spirit; but it is easy crying up and observing

the likeness of any of them out of the Spirit, into which ob

servance a strange spirit easily enters; and then that which

was of God in the heart soon withers, and a contrary build

ing is raised, and the state of the heart changed. Oh! wait

on the Lord, that he may give you to understand these

things ; for the apostasy from God is very deep, and more

provoking among the Protestants than among the Papists,

yea, most of all provoking where it is most inward and

spiritual.

Quest. But how may I know and keep to the begotten of

God, and to the light and power of the Lord, and keep

down the fleshly wisdom and comprehension concerning

the things of God?

Aus. When God begets life in the heart, there is a savor

of it in thy vessel, and a secret, living warmth and virtue,
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which the heart in some measure feels, whereby it is known.

Lie low in the fear of the Most High, that this leaven raay

grow and increase in thee. This is the leaven of the king

dom; this is it which must change thy heart and nature,

and make thy vessel (which perhaps hath been long and

much corrupted) fit to receive the treasure of the kingdom.

Now while the savor is upon thee, while the virtue of the

life is fresh in thee, thou findest some strength towards

God, with some little taste and discerning of the things of

his kingdom. Know thy weakness, and go not beyond thy

measure ; but in what thou hast received bow before the

fulness, worship God in that, and be patient in what he ex

ercises thee withal, waiting for more from him. And when

the night comes upon thee, .and thou perhaps art at a loss,

missing the savor and presence of the life, and not know

ing how to come by it again, be patient and still, and thou

wilt find breathings after a fresh. visitation, and a meek,

humble, broken spirit before the Lord. Thou wilt see thou

canst do nothing to recover his presence again ; nay, thon

canst not so much as wait for him, or breathe after him.

without his help; but he is nigh to the poor, nigh to the

broken, nigh to the distressed, nigh to the helpless. Oh!

do not, with thy fleshly cries and roarings, think to awaken

thy beloved before his season; hut in the night of distress,

feel after somewhat which may quiet and stay thy heart till

the next springing of the day. The sun will arise, which

will scatter the clouds; and he is near Ihcc who will give

thee to hope that thou shalt yet see God, und find again the

quickcnings and leadings of his Spirit. And in the day of

his power thou wilt find strength to walk with him; yea, in

in the day of thy weakness his gaace will be sufficient for

thee; and he will nurture thee up in his life by his pure

Spirit, causing thee to grow under his shadow; and he will

be teaching thee to live, and to speak, and to move and act

from the principle, and within the compass of his light and

life eternal. Only be not wise to cateh the notion of

things into the earthly part, where the moth can corrupt,

and where the thief can break through and steal ; but
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know the divinc treasury, where all the things of life are

treasured up by the Spirit, and handed forth to the living

child wit^ fresh life, according to its need of them. And

thus thy heart being kept close to God, and thy spiritual

senses continually exercised about the things of God, it will

be easy to thee to know the shepherd's voice, and to dis

tinguish the sound of the Spirit in t^iine own heart: and

that which tries spirits and motions in thine own heart, will

also give thee the discerning of truth and error abroad, even

of the Spirit of God, and the spirit of Satan in others; so

that thou wilt be able to try not only words, but spirits, be

coming acquainted with the anointing, which savors all

things, and will give thee to judge, not by the words, but

by the power: for thou thyself being in the power, in the

anointing, in the savor, it will become natural to thee to

feel, to taste, to know,* and unite with what is one with

thy life, what comes from the same spirit in others, and to

turn from the contrary. And thus thy life, thy growth, thy

path will be sweet, safe, clear, certain, demonstrative in the

Spirit and past all reasonings of flesh and blood, either in

thyself or others. The beginning of life eternal is in a

higher principle than man can come at. Man's wisdom and

knowledge of the things of God is but brutish before it.

As thou coniest into that principle, abidest and growest in

that principle, thou art beyond man's judgment, and art

able to judge man, and fathom his whole course as with a

span ; but art quite out of his reach in the lowest of thy mo

tions, thoughts, or actions; I mean such as flow from, and

are comprehended in, the life.

ISAAC PENINGTON THE YOUSUER.
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CONCERN IXC THE

WORSHIP OF THE LIVING GOD,

i

WHICH HE TEACHKTH IS1IAEL, HIS 1'EOPLK.

WHO KNOW HIM TO BK Tile iiM.Y TUTU OOIf. .AXD THK Wolt-

SHIP WHICH UE TEACHETII THEM, TO UE THE OXI.Y

TRUE, SPIRITUAL WORSHIP.

WITH SOME QUEXTIONS ANii AXSWtiRS JfF.LATIKO TO CONVRRM'tX.

AMi TO TENKRRXEM- Oi' t 'DSSCl EM'E.

BECAUSE the worxltili of GoiI is a weighty thing, and theru

have been (and still arc) so many cn-or.s about it, and the er

rors therein are of siu-h dangerous consequence, both in re

lation to men's eternal estate hereafter, and to their right

constitution, peace, and welfare in this world; and bee

1 have had deep experience concerning the irorshilt of

from a child, having travelled in spirit with my God tor tin-

right knowledge thereof, and in singleness of Heart giving-

tip unto him, according as he hath taught and led my poor,

needy, depending soul; I say, therefore is it on my heart,

to answer Home tew questions concerning the im-nln'/i af 6W,

tor the service of such as hoth de-iire and need instruction

therein.

Quest. 1. Who is the worshipper, the acceptable worship

per in the sight of God? Or whom hath God chosen out,

to hold forth his worship in the sight of the world, since he

rejected the Jews with their worship?

That God hath appointed a ehosen people to worship him.

that I presuppose; though, if need were, the proof thereof

might be ready at hand. It is not every man that would

thrust himself upon the Lord, whom the Lord will accept:

but "the Father seeketh such to worship him," John iv. 23.
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There is a capacity to be found in man, to make him a wor

shipper; even such a capacity, as may enable him to per

form that worship which God requireth of him. Now this

is the thing to be inquired into; What this capacity is, and

who are the persons that are found in this capacity?

Ans. The worshipper in the times of the gospel, the wor

shipper under the New Testament, is "he that is born of

God." He that is drawn out of the dark spirit of this

world, and formed anew in the light of God's Spirit. He

that is a Jew inward, he that hath the uncircumeision of

his heart cut oft* by the power of God ; this is the worship

per, whom "the Father seeks to worship him." This is

the sort of worshippers God chose, when he cast off the

Jews. God did not choose any one nation, or many na

tions, instead of that ouc which he cast off'; but he sent his

apostles and ministers among all nations, to gather a spir

itual seed, instead of the natural. And these alone are ca

pable of setting up, and holding forth, his spiritual worship

unto the world, and to provoke them to wait for, and press

towards, the capacity of coming into the same spiritual wor

ship with them.

Quest. 2. Which is the place of worship?

Ans. The only place of worship in the Xew-Testament,

is where the spiritual worshippers meet together. Tiic

place is spiritual. As the worship is spiritual, so is the

place where it is to be offered. It hath a spiritual consid

eration ; not outward, us under the law. It is to be offered

in the Spirit; that is the place. Where doth my soul offer

its private worship to God ? Hath it relation to any out

ward place '! Or is it in the building which God hath reared

up in my heart by his Spirit? Which building stands in,

and is comprehended in, his Spirit. And I can offer his

public worship in no other place, but in a building of the

bome nature, in a house built of more of the same stones.

This then is the way of worshipping in the true Light; di

vers living stones meeting together, every one retiring in

spirit into the living name, into the power which begat

them, they all meet in one and the same place, in one and

Vol. II.— 20
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the «nuie power, in one and the same fonnt;u» of Life; and

here they bow down to the Father of fife, offering up living

sacrifices tii him, and receiving tho bread urnl water of life

fro HI him, and feeding in the rich pasture* of his infinite

fulness. In the holy city, in the living temple which is

built by God, of the stone which all other builders refuse,

is the place of the worship of the living God, where the true

Jews meet to offer up their spirits, souls, and bodies, a liv

ing sacrifice to the Father of life; and where they meet

with such a glorious presence and power of the Father, as

none but the true Jews were ever acquainted with.

Quest. o. What is the worship, or what are the sacrifices,

which the true worshippers offer up to God in this holy

place?

Ans. The gifts of his Spirit. These they offer up, and

nothing else. The breathings which the Father gives into

the heart of the child, they are breathed back unto him in

the same spirit of life; in the living sense, in the quicken

ing power. Nothing of man's wisdom, nothing of man's

invention, nothing according to man's will, nothing that

would please the flesh, or seem glorious in its eye, is offered

up here; but the exhortations, or directions, or reproofs

that spring up in God's light, in God's wisdom, they are

given forth in the leadings, and by the guidance of his

.Spirit, and they reach to the hearts of those, to whom he

pleaseth to direct them. And this is the ground of such

meltings, and breakings, and convictions of soul (and such

like inward operations) as are frequently found in such as

semblies. For the living God is there, and the dread of his

power overspreads the hearts of such at< are gathered into

and assembled in his name; and the life springs in the

earthen vessels, and the aavor is precious to all that have

their spiritual senses.

Quest. 4. What is the season of offering up these gifts'/

Anb. The seasons of the true worship stand in the will of

God. They are gifts, and the time of them stands in the

will of the Giver. Prayer is a gift. A man cannot pray

when he will ; but he is to wateh and to wait, when the
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Father will kindle in him living breathings toward* him

self. So the word uf (jrrxl (whether of exhortation or in

struction) is a gift, which is to he waited for, and then to he

given forth in the life and strength of that Spirit which

caused it to spring. Indeed it is a hard matter either to

xpeak the word of the Lord, or to hear the word of the Lord.

A man may easily speak what he invents, and another may

easily hear and jndge of such words ; but to speak the word

of life, requires the tongue of the learned in the language of

God's Spirit; and to hear the word of life, requires a quick

ened ear: and to know the times and seasons of the spirit,

requires both being begotten iff the Spirit, and being

acquainted with it.

Quest. 5. Was this the worship of the former Christian*

in the apostles' days?

Aus. Search the Scripturea. Were they not come to the

New Jerusalem? And whore did they offer their sacrifices?

Did they offer them in the Old Jerusalem, or at Sa/naria, or

the mountain where the fathers worshipped? Or did they

not rather offer them at the Mount Zion, to which they

were come; where the male of the nock (even the Lamb

without spot) is known, and the blood of sprinkling felt?

Heb. xii. 22, 23. 24. and 1 Pet. ii. 5. Oh! read, read, in the

life of God, the nature of the things themselves ; and do not

feed upon your own imaginations, or the imaginations of

any other men concerning them. Sweet is our God; his

living presence is exceedingly nourishing to the soul; pre

cious is his power felt in the heart ; it is no less than life

eternal to worship him in his Spirit. Oh ! let not the ene

my of the soul cheat yonr souls any longer of the precious

things of his kingdom, with husky and dry food instead

thereof, which only gratitieth the earthly part, but nourish-

eth not the immortal life.

Quest. 6. How came the worship of God to be trans

formed and changed so from the living power, into such

dead, formal ways as generally worshippers in the world

are found in ?

A.ns. The enemy hath done this, by God's permission.
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The Lord was pleased to suffer him thus far to prevail

against the truth; even to get into the form of it, and there

to beget men into the form, and then deny and turn against

the power. And this is the way of antichrist in kingdoms

and nations, even to set up a formal way of worship, and by

it to fight against the true power.

Quest. 7. How long hath this been done, and how long is

it yet to last?

Ans. From antichrist's beginning, all the time of his

reign, until his overthrow. The formal way of religion will

never be overturned, nor the power of religion find place in

the earth, but there will be still countenancing of formal

ways of worship, and turning head against the power and

life of the Spirit, until antichrist's time come to an end, and

the Lord consume him by the Spirit of his mouth, and de

stroy him by the brightness of his coming.

Quest. 8. When shall this be?

Ans. The Lord is about this work. He hath already

raised up that which hath not been raised up for many gen

erations ; and the Lord hath sorely smote down the spirit

of antichrist in many hearts already ; and he is fetehing a

great and universal blow at him ; at which stroke, when it

cometh from the throne of God, the nations shall tremble

before him ; and it will be as honorable to wait for the mov-

ings of his Spirit, and to worship him alone therein, as now

it is reproachful.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS HELATINU TO CONVERSION,

AND TO TKNDKKNKStf OF CONSCIENCE.

Quest. WHAT is the way of conversion?

Aus. To turn men from darkness unto light, and from

tin- power of Satan unto God.

Quest. When is a man converted?

Ana. When he is gathered into tho light, and into the

fmwer, out of the darkness of sin and dominions of Satan.

Quest. How is man converted?

Ana. By the operation of the light and power of God

upon his conscience.

Quest. In what condition is the conscience before God

works upon it?

Ana. Hard and corrupt; hardened by selfish reasonings

:uid dark imaginations, against the convictions of the light

and operations* of the power of God, and corrupted with the

fin and iniquity that dwell in it.

Quest. What doth God make it in his working upon it?

An*. Gentle and tender, tit to receive the impressions of

his Spirit. By the influence and power of his Spirit on the

conscience, he openoth the ear to hearken to his voice, and

prepareth the heart to follow him in his leadings.

Quest. How doth God carry on his work in the converted

soul?

Ans. fty keeping it low and tender, out of the self-wis

dom and hardening reasonings of the human understand

ing: by this means he keeps it pliable to the light and

lstwer of his Spirit.

Quest. Is only the tender conscience then fit to be

wrought upon by God?

Ans. Yea, indeed, that alone. The heart that is hard is

i i icon si derate of the voice of God, and stiff and stubborn

it.gainst it; having ever nt hand some wisdom or will of the.

fle*h, to withstand the voice and leadings of God by.

Quest. Who is it that preserves the conscience tender?

20*
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Ans. The Lord of the conscience. He \vho made it

knoweth the proper temper of it; and his light and power

is alone able to preserve it in that tenderness which he

formed it in.

Quest. What is it that hardens the conscience?

Aus. The wisdom of the flesh. Man, having gained a

wisdom out of the light of God, by the imaginations, reas

onings, and strength thereof, hardens himself against God.

Quest. What is most necessary for a man to he vigilant

in, that desires to have the work of conversion to go on in

his heart?

Ans. To be careful to turn from and avoid the reasonings

of man's wisdom, and to have his eye and ear open to the

light and voice of God's Spirit, that his conscience may be

kept upright and clear before the Lord.

Quest. What stains the conscience?

Ans. Any disobedience to God's Spirit, any hearkening

to, or following the voice of, a strange spirit. This lets in

the darkness, which denies, even as the light^leanses.

Quest. Is a man then to expect such a thing as the lead

ings of God's Spirit in his conscience?

Aus. A man cannot inherit the kingdom of God, but he

must be born again, even "born of the Spirit." So saith the

Scripture, and so saith the experience of every one who fuels

the new birth. And when he is born of the Spirit, he is to

abide with him, and learn the law of the new lite, and r«--

reive power from him daily; or the spirit of darkness will

soon get ground upon him, and by degrees be recovering

him back again into his dominions.

Quest. Surely if it be thus, hard w the way of religion,

and few there be who are found in the tr.ith of it.-

Ans. The way of religion is hard indeed, and wholly con

trary both to man's wisdom and will; insomuch a* he can

not enter into it, nor walk therein, but as they are vut down,

lIe that will be a disciple ol' Clirist, and follow the leading•

of his Spirit, must deny hi:nseU' wholly, mid become an

other's, and he uoatcnt to stand or fall tw his own Maatvr.

He cannot please UKJII, no uet in bw vrotvhipping of God;
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but must turn from that which is glorious in their eyes,

mid sacrifice that which is to them an abomination. So

that he must look to be condemned by men, who will be

approved in the sight of God.

Quest. Why hath God put his people upon such hard

ship, as still (in all ages and generations) to walk in a way

coatrary to the world, and still to be the objects of its ha

tred, scorn, and persecution?

Ans. How can it be otherwise, he begetting them in a

Spirit contrary to the world, and which testifieth against the

world, showing thut the deeds thereof are evil? How can

the spirit of the world but still turn against such, and hate,

and persecute them?

Quest. How long shall it be thus?

Ans. Till truth be raised by the power of God into do

minion over the spirit and power of darkness. The Spirit

t if life now suffers under the burden of man's corruptions;

in love to them, striving to save them therefrom. There is

somewhat in every sinner that at seasons groans under the

weight of his sins, and in some proprotion strives against

the burden thereof. This shall not always lie underneath;

but in the day of the Lord rise over the transgressor: and

in that day shall Israel be glorious with his God, and re

ceive praise of him, and be eased of all that hath oppressed

him.

Quest. Is there such a day to be?

Ans. The Scriptures testify of such a day, wherein the

Kord "alone shall -be exalted," imd,' wherein he will take

away the rebuke of his people from oft" all the earth," and

(tring down "all that is high and lifted up" above the fear

aad Spirit of the Lord : and in this our age the Lord hath

chosen mnny messengers to run up and down, and pro

claim this day. And as sure as the Lord liveth, what he

huth spoken shall come to pass, and not a tittle of it full to

l he ground. God did not make man for him to serve his

tnvs lusts, nor his creation to serve the lusts of man ; but he

made nun to fear IK' fore and serve his Creator; and he

made the ervuttiru* to be ordered by man in the fear and



236 THE WORKS Of ISAAC PENINGTOX.

wisdom of God to the glory of God. The spirit of God

now groaneth nuder man's iniquity; the spirits of his peo

ple mourn and sigh also; yea, and the very creatures groan

under the bomhitle. of corrupfion; and the God of bowel*

hciireth their cry; and a day, even a mighty day of redemp

tion and deliverance is determined, wherem the spirit of

the world shall be sunk down, with all its weight of wick

edness, and the Spirit of life and righteousness rise in its

t, ItnHctnjuli ! everlasting praises to the Omnipotent

One, who irax, and /.«, and i••i a comi'ny; who hath reigned.

doth reign, and will reign, over all the. powers of darkness.

in the pure power and glory of his life for evermore. Let

;dl the lambs skip for joy; let all the stars of the morninir

shout: for the darkness vatiisheth, and is passing awav, and

the light of life shnll cover the earth, as the waters cover

the sea. Amcu, hulhinjak!

Happy is the eye that seeth this, and the heart that pre-

pareth for it, overlooking ;dl that stands hetween. This is

the hope of Israel, and the expectation of all that wait for

the Lord, which he is hastening upon the earth.

LSAAt' 1'KNINGTON.
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PREFACE.

SEVERAL things hath the life, begotten by the eternal vir

tue, breathed in me towards my Father for, in relation both

to myself and others, from my childhood. As touching my

self; first, that I might be a vessel for him ; that I might be

treed from the bondage of corruption, and brought forth in

the image of his life. Secondly, that I might be filled with

his life ; that I might be satisfied in the presence, and with

the fulness of the spring of my life; even that I might have

enough of my God in my heart continually. Thirdly, that

lte would, of his own mere goodness, both preserve the ves

sel, and dwell in it for ever; thut so my tenure and posses

sion of him, and fitness for him, might be of his grace, of his

love, of his good-will, of his own nature, depending wholly

and altogether on him, and not at all on any thing that

can be expected from the creaturehood in its pure state.

And likewise, that if he please to use me in any service, it

might be of him, and for him, and to him: that he would

bring me so low in myself, that 1 might not be able to de

tain any of his glory and virtue from him ; but the mean

ness of the vessel might still so appear to me, and also be

so sensibly discerned and acknowledged by all other eyes

ulso, that the excellency of the power and of the glory

might run back entirely into his pure bosoiu/.

Besides these, there have been vehement desires in me

'•uucerning others also. First, towards mankind in general,

fiiat they might have an exceeding merciful and powerful

day of visitation, even that the whole earth might be touchoil

with the power of life, and drawn out of the darkness. Oh!

how hath my soul breathed for lost mankind ! and how hath

my spirit travailed, with unutterable pangs and earnestness,

for unheard-of, unthought-of, and altogether unexpected

mercy and good-will towards the sons of men in general.
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Secondly, towards my brethren in spirit, that they might

know the day of redemption and power in Spirit, and not

always lie grovelling on the earth, and groaning and mourn-

ing because of the lusts and corruptions, but might know

deliverance in power, and might sing the song of Moses,

and the song of the Lamb, because of their feeling victory

over Pharaoh and the dragon ; and might serve and worship

the living God in Spirit and truth, without fear of inter

ruption and captivity from the enemy any more. Thirdly,

towards the Jews after the flesh, that their iniquity might

be blotted out, their wound healed, the pure eye opened in

them, and the pure glory revealed to them: that they might

know the Shepherd of Israel in Spirit, the spiritual tents of

•Jacob, the beauty of the footsteps of the spiritual flock, and

might travel out of their darkness, earthliness, and literal

knowledge, into the laud of pure life, rest, and peace, and

fresh joy in the living God, whereof their land of Canaan,

with all the good things thereof,was hut a shadow, and might

be anointed with the fresh oil of the salvation of the Messiah,

and might become, indeed, an holy nation; yea, a kingdom

• if priests, to'oifer up spiritual sacrifices on God's spiritual

altar.

My tfoul still breatheth to the Lord, and waiteth on him

lor all these things; and as he dnuveth my spirit forth; so

:tm I ready in spirit to be serviceable unto him therein.

These present drawings and openings of my life, in the

Questions and Answers following, are both towards the

Jews in the flesh, and also the Jews in Spirit, that they

may meet in OHO, even in the one path and pasture of life,

where there is one Shepherd, one seed, one flock, one Spirit,

one beginning, one progress, one end, in one and the same

circle of life. The Lord my God take it into his own hand,

dispose of it for good, manage and bless it according to his

pleasure!
• 1. 1'.
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SOME

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

FOR THE OPE.VIXG OF THE EYES OF THE JEWS NATURAL.

Quest. WHAT was the rise of that people the Jews?

Ans. They came of Abraham after the flesh, who was

God's friend, whom God took from his father's house, and

from his native country (where he was worshipping and

serving idols) to be the stock and pattern of the faithful :

both of the Jews according to the flesh, and of the Jews in

spirit. Of this root, of this stock, came this people accord

ing to the flesh, who were ajioly nation, a circumcised peo

ple, a sanctified people outwardly; and (as long as their day

lasted) were the beloved of God, the pitied, the pardoned,

the redeemed ones, even until the shadows were finished,

and the season came for the substance to appear and be set

up in the world; whereof they had the first offer also, and

out of whom was the first gathering for the spiritual build

ing. But, they generally hardening their hearts, and cleav

ing to the wisdom and knowledge which their wise ones

had taught them, (from their rnisunderstanding the letter of

the Scriptures) missed of the Spirit, rebelled against the

redeeming power, and so lost their share in the inward

glory, and by God's righteous hand were cut off from their

outward also, their day being spent, and the blood, not only

of the prophets, but of the Son and heir himself also, re

quired at their hands.

Quest. How came this people to be the chosen people at

first, and so long to continue such?

Ans. It was not for their righteousness, not for their

loveliness, or pliablenesa to God above other people ; but be-

Vol. II.— 21



242 THE WOllKS OF

cause it pleased the Lord freely to love them, and to piteh

upon tlieni forthe people of bis-choice after the flesh, in the

free covenant which he mude with Abraham. "The earth

is the Lord's \vith the fulness thereof;" and he may choose

whom he will to fill with his inward and spiritual glory,

(even with the manifestations of his pure love, life, and pres

ence) and he may also choose whom he will to make out

wardly or typically beloved, great, and glorious, He chose

Abraham freely, he gave to Abraham a heart to follow

him, he gave him the faith and obedience which made him

accepted with him; and he chose his seed after the Spirit to

be his eternal heir, and his seed after the flesh to he his tem

porary heir. Tims of Isaac in Spirit, came the children of

the promise in Spirit; and of Isaac after the flesh, came the

seed of promise after the flesh. Sarah after the flesh hare

one of these: the Sarah represented by her (or the free wo

man which is from above) bare the other. And of Isaac

comes Jacob, worm Jacob, who serves for his wife; who

flies from the face of Esau, yet afterwards finds favor in his

eyes. From this worm do the twelve patriarchs branch

forth, who were the heads of the tribes of Israel. . Thus

hath it been with that nation according to the letter; and

thus it hath also been, and still is, inwardly in Spirit; as

the Israel of God, the Jews in Spirit, who are learned in

the law of the Spirit of life, can very well read. Thus out

wardly Israel was God's child, Ephraim his dear, his be

loved, his pleasant son ; Judah his praise, whom his heart

was towards, and to whom he stretehed forth his arm of

salvation all the day long. "In all their afflictions he was

afliicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; and he

said, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie;

so he became their Saviour." Thus it was with them, till

the day of Israel after the flesh expired, and the day of Is

rael in Spirit was to succeed in the sight of the world.

Quest. What was the end for which God chose that peo

ple?

Ans. It wo« to he a vessel for him to form, to try and ex

periment what his love could bring them to, and bring
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forth in them in that way of manifestation and operation.

This (Jod opens to Jeremiah concerning them, bidding him

go down to the house of the potter; where, in a parable,

they might read their own state, and what they were to ex

pect from (-Jod, even to he formed hy God unto the inmost,

until he had made a perfect trial of them, and then to be

broken and laid aside, as a vessel that conld never be fitted

for the Master's use in this way of dispensation. .ler. xviii.

4. On the Lord's part there was no defect towards his

ehild, his spouse, his vineyard, his garden of pleasant plants

(as this people was in that dispensation): for he was still a

Father to them, faithful in eovenant, tender in bowels,

abundant in loving-kindness and mereies: yen. what could

be expected from the Lord towards a people, according tii

that dispensation, which the Lord failed in? IJut they were

still faithless, continually breaking eovenant, erring from

his dear and tender love, and drawing down the strokes of

his wrath upon them: forsaking the guide of their youth,

forgetting the love of their espousals; continually starting

aside from the right state, wherein (iod pleased at first to

set them, or at any time afterwards in any measure to re-

duee them.

Quest. How did (tod exercise and try them to the ut

most, even till at length it was plainly manifest, that there

was no firm keeping a people to him by virtue of that dis

pensation: but he must .necessarily cut them off, choose an

other people, and take another course: if he would have a

people for his heart to love and delight in, and for them to

enjoy and possess him ''.

Ans. He tried them several wnys, and in several unites

and conditions; as, First, In a state of captivity in the land

Kgypt. Secondly, In a- state of straits and continual de

pendence upon God, even for necessaries, in the wilderness.

Thirdly, In a state of enlargedness in the land of Canaan,

which flowed with plentiful •provisions for the outward man

(which were also shadows and instructions concerning the

inward blessedness). Fourthly, In often captivities. Fifthly.
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In returns to thcir land a^ain, with settlement and peace,

and many blessings therein.

Quest. How did God try them in Egypt ?

Aus. First, With sore bondage and oppression from

Pharaoh and the Egyptians. Secondly, With giving them

the feeling of their state, the sense of their bondage, anil

causing them to cry unto the Lord for deliverance. Thirdly.

In raising up a deliverer, and giving them a sign of the de

liverance by the hand of the deliverer, in his smiting of an

Egyptian, and saving a Hebrew. Fourthly, In sending tiic

deliverer to them, with promises of deliverance, and with

signs and symptoms of the delivering power. Fifthly, In

pardoning their unbelief and rebellions against him in

Egypt, and showing many signs and wonders for them in

xthat land, till at length he had brought them forth by his

mighty, outstretehed arm, even against the will and mind of

Pharaoh and their task-masters.

Quest. How did God find them in Egypt upon this trial?

Ans. Very unbelieving, very stubborn, misinterpreting

his sign of deliverance, reasoning against his promise, be

cause it came not so soon, and after the manner they ex

pected. When he lifted up his hand to them to redeem

them from under Pharaoh, to bring them forth out of the

land of bondage, to the good land he had espied for them,

and bid them forsake the idolatrous worships of Egypt, and

not defile themselves any longer therewith ; because he was

now to become the Lord their God, and to appear in his

power for them; yet they would not. Ex.ek. x\. 5, &c.

When Moses would have reconciled a Hebrew to hia broth

er he would not hear him; but upbraided him for slaying

the Egyptian, not waiting on God to understand the figure,

hut misinterpreting and abusing it in the fleshly mind.

When the deliverance succeeded not according to their ex

pectations, they murmured against Moses and Aaron; and

when God sent them again with a -fresh promise, they

would not mind it. Yet God hare with all this in them,

and did not cast them oft', but assuaged his wrath, and

stirred up his love to make a further trial of them.
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Quest. How did God try them in the wilderness?

Ana. By many temptations, signs, and wonders ; by pow

erful appearances for them against their enemies; by bring

ing them into many straits; by unexpected and impossible

supplies (I mean impossible to the sight or expectation of

the outward eye); as with bread from heaven, multitndes

"f quails, water from the rook, keeping their clothes and

shoes from wearing out and decaying. Likewise he gave

;i holy and righteous law to inform their minds in equity

;uid righteous-ness; directing them in a holy way of walk

ing with God, and one towards another, and chalking out

unto them an acceptable path of worship; and this law was

delivered in great majesty, dread, and terror, to canse a

deep impression thereof upon their minds.

Quest. How did God find them in the wilderness?

Ans. Full of discontent: full of murmuring; full of self-

will ; full of doubtst and questionings concerning God's

power. They did not wait on him, who had delivered them

out of the hand of Pharaoh, and from under the Egyptian

task-masters; but they murmured against htm. They did

not wait for food or water when they wanted, but distrusted

and complained; repining at Moses and Aaron, and some

times talking of making a captain to lead them backward.

Xeither were they content with the provision which God

allotted them (that was mean in their eyes), but they would

have flush. Though the Manna (the light bread as they es

teemed it) of God's choice, and with God's blessing, had

been far better tor them, than the flesh, with his curse upon

that lust which asked it, ami would not be content without

it. Again, they would not go on towards Canaan, or tight

when God would have them, and when his strength would

have gone along with them; but when he forbade them, of

their own will, and trusting to their own strength, they

would go on and tight, ft is a sad record which Moses,

thcir tender shepherd (who with the eye of true light had

faithfully observed them), left concerning them, Dent. ix. 24.

••You have been rebellions against the Lord, from the day

that i knew you."
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Quest. How did God dual with them in reference to the

land of Canaan?

Ans. First, He prepared them for it. Secondly, He dis

possessed their enemies, and placed them in it, giving them

an inheritance according to their own will. Thirdly, He

poured down blessings upon them therein.

Quest. How did God prepare them for the good land?

\ ii-. First, I3y many afflictions and exercises in the wil

derness, wherein he judged and wore out the rebellious gen

eration, who were consumed with dying, and raised up their

."children in the awe and dread of his mighty power. Sec-

i-ndly, By giving them a righteous law to walk by in every

respect, that they might not be to seek how to please God.

or how to walk one towards another, or towards the heathen

among them, or round about them; but in every thing

might be rightly instructed. Thirdly, By warning them of

their own proneness to err from God, and of the danger

thereof, both in relation to the loss of mercies, and drawing

down of judgments; that they might wateh against the er

ring nature and transgressing spirit in their hearts.—

Fourthly, By appointing a way of sacrifice and mediation,

whereby God might be atoned, either for particular persons,

«r for the land in general. Fifthly, By directing them to a

principle as near to them, and more strong than the unright

eous principle; whereby they might be preserved in the ohe-

diencj of the law, and from out of the reach of the curse.

Quest. Mow did God find them in their own land?

AIM. That generation, which was thus prepared, thus

taught, thus directed, walked sweetly with the Lord, and

was a precious savor in his nostrils; but soon after the evil

thing sprang up again in the generations following, and they

did quickly corrupt themselves, departing from the Lord,

and running a whoring after their own hearts' lusts. .ludg.

ii. 7, &c.

Quest. How did God deal with them then?

Aus. He brought them judgment upon judgment, still

weightier and weightier upon them, according as their need

required, exercising loving-kindness and mercy towards
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them, as much as possibly their estate could bear. He sent

his prophets to forewarn them of the wrath, thnt they might

be spared, if possible; and when his jndgments and sever

ity eame, he mingled mercy therewith, that by both he

ndght try to the utmost what they might be wrought to.

He tried them a long while under the jndges, and a long

while under thcj kings, often recovering them and setting

them to rights, expecting the fruit of his rod and of his love

towards them.

Quest. What was the result of God's trying them under

the jndges and kings?

An*. They wearied out God's prophets; yea, they wea

ried out the Lord also in that way of dispensation. They

chose the false prophets before the true, lying divinations

before the openings of life, and dead idols before the living

Gud. The kindnesses and mereies of God were wasted up

on them, tor with his love they were not drawn ; the bel

lows also were burnt, the lead consumed, the heat of tho

furnace spent upon them, and yet their tin and dross not

purged away. Under the jndges they tried out the Lord'*

patient expectation of good from his delivering hand, inso

much as he resolved to deliver them no more. Jndg. x. 13.

Under the kings they were as unruly (whether good kings

or bad kings, given in love or wrath), insomuch as the Lord

said, "Why should ye be stricken any more? Ye will re

volt more and more." Isa. i. •",. There was, indeed, no

landing of Israel after the flush, and keeping him strait to

God, in that way of dispensation ; therefore must he be east

off'; even becoming reprobate silver in the sight of the

whole earth. becanse the Lord would reject him.

Quest. How eame Israel after the flesh to be rejected?

Ans. His day of flesh was out, and the day of spirit was

mine, wherein tho spiritual glory, which was to succeed

the shadows of the fleshly, was to be set up; and so he not

>t•I.•! ng that, nor entering into that, his 'own sun set, and he

hitth abode in the darkness unto this day.

Quest. How came he not to see the spiritual glory?

Am. Becunae the eye of the flesh was open in him;
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which eye cannot sec it. He read the law in a gathered

light, in the light of the earthly wisdom, and not in the

light of the spring from whence it came; and then how

could he possibly understand the law aright? Oonld he

then choose hut set up the shadows of the law in the stead.

of the substance which was veiled therein Y 1Ie read Moses

with the eye which can see but to the veil, and not to the

glory which was revealed to Moses, and which Moses hid

under the veil. And thus likewise he behold the prophets,

in the days of their appearance; not in the light in which

they appeared, hut in the light of his own reason and im

aginations; and upon this ground the Jews still chose and

cried up the false prophets, but persecuted the true. Now

not seeing Moses in spirit, nor the prophets in spirit, how

could they see him who was greater than the prophets; he

looking so contemptibly to the sight of that eye wherewith

they expected to see him? It is the .lew in spirit who alone

can see and own the Messiah in spirit: yea. no fleshly Jew-

could possibly discern him then, whose eternal life, light,

and power was hid under so mean a veil. lIe must he more

than a Jew after the flesh, who can own so much as the law,

or any of the prophets in spirit; and then surely it can re

quire no less than inward Jewship to discern the Messiah

himself. They knew hy the letter that then he was to come

and appear; but they could not know hy their observations

from the letter which was he; but alone hy the pointing of

the fingerof the Spirit, which they were unacquainted with.

Quest. What did they do to him, not seeing his glory?

Ans. They dealt with him as they had dealt with the pro-

pliet-i before him, disdained him that he should claim to be

the Son of (tod, slighted him, reviled him. reproached him.

preferred Moses and the prophets above him (who all did

hut declare of him); yea, at last they preferred a thief and

murderer before him, and put him, to death after that man

ner that the prophets had foretold tln.y would do.

Quest. Did the prophets foretel that the Jews would put

the Messiah to death ?

Ans. Yea, very manifestly, with the manner and circum
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rtanoes thereof. Daniel said plainly that the Messiah should

be cut off; though not for himself, chap. ix. 26. Isaiah

shows the can%? why he was cut off; to wit, "For the trans

gression of my people was the stroke upon him." chap. liii.

*. He was the Lamb without spot; there was no iniquity

found in his heart, nor guile in his month; hut he offered

up his spotless soul, through the eternal Spirit, as a ransom

for the souls of transgressors, and with his bruise are they

healed. David shows yet more particularly how he should

he cut off, "They pierced my hands and my feet." Psa. xxii.

16. And Zachary saith, that afterwards, in the days of

their visitation, "Thev shall look on him whom thev have
V ,

pierced." chap. xii. 10. Was he not betrayed by one of his

own table? Psa. xli. 9. l)id they not cast lots for his gar

ments? Psa. xxii. 18. \Vaa not gall also given him, and

vinegar to drink? I'sa. Ixix. '21. \Verenot his bones kept

from being broken, according to the paschal lamb, the type'/i

Kxod. xii. 46. Oh that the Jews could read the words of

their own prophets in the light of the prophets, and not in

ihe light of man's imagination! and then they could not

but bow before the spring and fountain of that light, as it

was revealed in flesh according to the Scriptures, and see

how that body was prepared for the light to shine in, and

for it to do the will in, and to offer tip the sacrifice which

God would have, that so an end might be put to all the sac

rifices and offerings which God would not have. Psa. xl. 6.

Dan. ix. 27.

Quest. What was to befall the Jews for refusing the day

of their visitation by the Messiah, and for the putting of

hi in to death?

Aus. They were to be cast off, to become no people, their

covenant to be broken, their glory turned into shame, their

light set in obscurity, their house made desolate, and the

hand of God pursuing this desolate people, making them u

scorn and reproach throughout all nations. Dan. ix. '27.

Ami is not this come to pass upon them ? For what person

hath been more hateful and hated than a Jew, who was once

the glory and envy of all nations? Yea, hardness and blind
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ness have so happened to them, that they ennnot see the

plainest things written in the prophets concerning the ex

piration of the- day of .Moses with all his shadows, and the

succeeding of the spiritual glory in the (lays of the Messiah :

hut their eyes amV hearts are still blinded, and held captive

in the figures of things.

Quest. Is there any scripture of the prophets which de-

c.lareth that they should he thus Mind and hard?

Ans. The Spirit of the Lord in the prophet David (the

beloved king, and figure of the Messiah ) prayed for this

righteous recompense to them. "Let their table become a

snare before them, and for welfare a trap. Let their eyes

be darkened that they see not, &e. Let their 'habitation he

desolate," &c. I'sa. Ixix. '22, &e. What is their table?

"Where and on what do they feed? Is it not on the writings

of Moses and the prophets? Now all the meanings, observa

tions, and hopes which they gather from these (being under

the curse, and out of the Spirit of the prophets) cannot but

he that snare and trap: and that which entangleth them

deeply to this day is, their misunderstanding and misinter

preting of M oses -and the prophets. () Lord, my God, in

the abundant riches of thy goodness, at length pity them,

and let the fierceness of thine indignation abate towards

them, and in thy love open their 'eyes, to see their state, and

what they have refused, and against whom they have lifted

up their heel, in their conceited wisdom and knowledge,

which they have gathered from Moses' and the prophets'

writings, that they may mourn after thee. and wait tor thee

in the way of thy redemption!

Quest. How long is this desolation and hardness to abide

upon them?

Ans. Until (.Jod visit them with his Spirit, and open their

eyes to see his spiritual glory, and turn their hearts towards

it. Then their outward expectation* and desires after an

outward glorious kingdom will soon come to nn end. and

the Messiah will be known, owned, and received by them

in Spirit; yet any outward glory that the Lord (Jod sees

good for them, they shall not want either. This the prophet
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Isaiah plainly relates to the car that is spiritual, chap, xxxii.

1.x "Uutil the Spirit he poured upon us from on high, and

the wilderness he a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be

Counted for a forest." They must lie waste until the Lord

(rod please to let forth his Spirit upon them, to gather

them into his spiritual glory; for the day of their outward

glory did end, and a spiritual succeeded, which they are to

be gathered into, when the days of their distress and tribu

lation are accomplished.

The Spirit was once poured down from on high on the

disciples of the Messiah, upon his ascending into his glory,

and the wilderness then became a fruitful field, and the

fruitful field was accounted for a forest; but over that glory

the defence was not so stretehed forth, but that a night

overtook that day, and the wild beasts made a prey of that

vineyard and fruitful field also, as well as of the former.

But there is to be a more general pouring out of the Spirit,

even upon all fiesh, and the wilderness is more generally to

be visited, and become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field

is more generally to be blasted and made a forest; inso

much as all flesh everywhere shall appear grass, and the

glory thereof as the flower of the field, which shall fade and

wither before the.- breath of God's Spirit. Then jndgment

shall dwell in the wilderness which is then visited, and

righteousness shall remain in the field which is then made

fruitful; and righteousness shall be powerfully operative,

working out the lasting peace; and the effect of it shall be

"quietness and assurance for ever." No more war, no more

fighting with creatures, no more burdening and oppressing

itf the creation, no more sinning and offending against the

Creator, no more being dispossessed of his life and glory;

but the dwellings which God reareth up in the last days for

Israel, his people, shall be peaceable habitations, sure dwell

ings, and quiet resting-pluces for evermore. Oh, let Israel

feel that which is able to awaken him, and wait for this!

Quest. How shall they be visited and gathered?

Ans. By the new covenant, by the new law of the Mes

siah, which is to go forth out of the Xew Zion, and by the
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word of the Lord, which is to issue out of the JS"ew Jernwi-

lem: not by the covenant of Moses (their eyes may fail in

hoping and looking out that way), but by the covenant of

the Messiah, where the law of the life is written; not in ta

bles of stone, or outward writings of the letter, but in the

heart by the Spirit. There they shall be cleansed by in

ward water, receive the inward circumcision, and mark of

- the inward Jew; be sprinkled with the everlasting blood of

the Lamb, and taught to offer up the spiritual sacrifice, and

shall hear the voice which will tell them of the way, and

which will lead them in paths they have not known. There

the spiritual seed, the spiritual Israel, shall find the Shepherd

of Israel, who leads into the land of life, puts forth his

sheep into the pastures of life, gives them of the living

streams to drink, begetting them as heirs of, and bringing

them up in, the everlasting power and dominion of the life.

Quest. How may old Israel enter into this path, and so

become new Israel?

Ans. By waiting on the Lord for the closing of that eye

which is wise according to the flesh, and for the opening of

that eye which is at first weak in spirit. There must be a

low beginning: Israel must know and not despise the day

of small things, if ever he will grow up into the riches and

inheritance of his glory. There is a light in every heart at

first, which gives a sound in the natural vessel, which is

very hardly distinguishable from the natural, till, by obe

dience and subjection thereto, its living touch, virtue, and

power comes to be felt and distinguished; but in the meek,

humble, believing, and obedient, it daily appears more and

more, and makes itself more clearly manifest to them who

are walking on unto the kingdom and inheritance in it,

while others are disputing about it.

Quest. How may Israel believe, and become subject to

the light?

Ans. When there is a drawing felt in the heart, either to

good, or against evil, he must not dispute concerning it on

the one hand, nor run on in the forwardness on the other (for

both these ways the breathings of the Spirit on him, and
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fpringings up of the good seed in him, are easily quenched);

but in the fear he is to trust himself with what his heart cer

tainly feels in the drawing virtue, and in the humility to

give up the members to the good, and to withhold them

from the evil, -waiting for strength from the fountain of

ftrength towards both. By this means there is a travel and

removal out of the corruption and filth of the heart, into

the pure, holy law, nature, image, and will of God.

Quest. Where doth God find the heart, when he first

visiteth it with his light?

Ans. In Egypt, in the darkness, in the bonds and cap

tivity of death.

Quest. What doth the Lord do with it there?

Ans. He exereiseth it awhile there, till he hath made it

tit for a wilderness-state.

Quest. What doth he do with it then?

Ans. He bringeth it into the wilderness which he hath

fitted it for.

Quest. What doth he do with it in the wilderness?

Ans. He prepareth it for, and leadeth it towards, the land

of life.

Quest. AVhat doth he do with it then?

Ans. He giv^th it an entrance into the everlasting king

dom (which is the land of life) according as he hath pre

pared and fitted it. That which is new-begotten, new-

created and formed, new-born in the Messiah's eternal light,

tindeth an entrance into, and a habitation in, the light, and

is not turned back into the land of darkness; it abiding in

the virtue and principle of its life, although sometimes it

may be exercised with the darkness for its further advantage.

"Thou art our habitation from everlasting to everlasting,"

*uith the child of light unto the Father of spirits, in all ages

and generations.

Now that Israel after the flesh may the better understand

the path of the spiritual Israel in the way of redemption,

by the powerful visitations of the light of the Messiah in

their hearts and consciences, and may know the gospel of

Lii salvation, which is able to effect that which the law of

Vol. II.— 22
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Moses could not, because of the weakness of the flesh on

their parts; let them in fear, and silence of the natural

wisdom, and in waiting on the Lord in spirit, consider the

Questions and Answers following, relating to spiritual

Israel.

SOME

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

For the direction, comfort, help, and furtherance of God's

spiritual Israel, in their travels in Spirit from

spiritual Egypt, through the spiritual

wilderness, to spiritual Canaan ;

"Which is the laud where the redeemed soul flourisheth

in the Life, walking with God, and worshipping

him in Spirit and Truth.

Quest. WHAT is the gospel?

Ana, A good message, or glad tidings to man, in the

fallen estate, concerning a promise of redemption out of it.

Quest. Is man then in a fallen estate?

Aus. His present temper, constitution, disposition, and

whole course, upon the least touch of God upon his spirit,

do in some measure discover his fall unto him, through the

insunsibleuess which is come upon him by his grievous

wound ; and death, through the fall, maketh him very uu-

upt to take notice thereof.

Quest. What was his estate before his fall?

Ans. A state of glory and blessedness, wherein he came

pure out of the hands of his Creator, was fitted for hia use,

service, enjoyment, and delight, even for him to appear or

disappear in, and exercise according to his pleasure.

Quest. Wherein did his glory and blessedness consist ?
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Ans. Chiefly in these four things; to wit, in the light, in

the life, in the liberty in which the vessel was formed, and

in the indwelling and appearing of the Creator there, ac

cording to his pleasure.

Quest. Open this a little further.

Aus. Man was made a vessel of light, a vessel of life, a

vessel of pure freedom. He was formed in the eternal im

age and had a pare being in that image. He was light in

the Lord, living in the Lord, free unto all good, and from

all evil in the Lord. This was the state of his being at

first, and thus was he made in the image a pure resem

blance of the eternal purity and blessedness: but, besides

this, he had the eternal life, the eternal substance, the

eternal purity itself dwelling in the vessel, shining in it,

and manifesting itself from it according to its pleasure.

Quest. How came man to fall from this estate ?

Ans. Not willingly, not of an inclination of his own; but

he was deceived, through the subtlety of temptation, to en

tertain a desire of enlarging his blessedness, out of the lim

its of the will of his Creator.

Quest. How could such a temptation enter man, he being

pure and holy, inclined to good, and against evil, after the

image of his Creator?

Ans. Man was not made to enjoy a perfection in himself

separate from his Creator, or to live of himself, but by de

pendence. Xow though he had no inclination in him not

to depend, or to seek a life in himself out of the fountain.

yet there was a capacity of so doing: before which capaeity

the tempter laid his bait of advancing him to a greater wis

dom, glory, and excellency than his Creator had placed him

in ; with which he consulting out of the dependence upon

his Creator fell from that which alone was able to uphold

him in the pure state wherein he was made. Thus was he

taken in the snare of misery, and brought to that loss

which all the sons of Adam lie grovelling under to this day.

when the Lord at any time awakens the sense thereof in

th em.

Quest. What was the state of man in and since the fall?
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Ans. A state of darkness, a state of death, a state of deep

captivity, wherein his soul, body, and spirit are become

dark as to the light of God, dead us to the life of righteous

ness, and captive unto that spirit which hath entered them

by their hearkening thereto, who dwelleth and ruleth in

them in the darkness, as God did before in the light.

Quest. How is man dark? How is man dead? Is his

soul or body dead as to their being? Or how else is it?

Ans. Man is not dead as to his being either in soul or

body, but as to the right, pure, and sanctified state of each.

The vessels still remain the same in being; but they are

emptied of their proper liqnor, and filled with other wine.

The understanding is the same, the reason the same, the

will the same, the memory the same, the bodily member!•

the same, as to their being or matter; but they are all

otherwise leavened, and another king now dwells in them,

and reigns over them.

Quest. Then there needs not any dissolution of man's rea

son, or bringing it to nothing, in relation to man's re

covery; but only a changing of the leaven.

Ans. Man is become another thing by degeneration from

the life. He is so poisoned. by sin and corruption, that he

is to be wholly broken down and brought to nothing, even

in the very naturals, that he may be new-made and built

up in the newness of the Spirit. Thus he is to become as

a fool, as a little child, or rather as a seed to be oast into

the womb of life, there to be formed and born of the Spirit.

And as he springs up in the life, he is to forget his own

country, living in the Spirit, and walking in the Spirit;

where watehing to the Spirit, and against his own reason

in the pure childishness, in the simple instinct and natural

ness of the life, he shall at length find a reason new-formed

and springing up in him ; which, waiting on the Lord in

obedience and subjection, shall be taken into unity with

the life. But if the eye of reason open too fast, and be not

kept down to the light of life, the betrayer will enter again

at that door, and bring the soul into death, after it itath
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had sweet and precious tastes of the redeeming virtue and

power.

Quest. Can man in the fall see his fallen estate, and so

seek after a recovery out of it?

Ans. It is not possible for him so to do, without some

light shining upon him from the Redeemer. How can dark

ness discover darkness? That which maketh manifest the

darkness is light. When the vessel is dark, and the prince

of darkness filleth it, and dwelleth in it, what can that eye

see but according to the darkness, judging evil good, and

good evil, hitter sweet, and sweet bitter.

Quest. But there is no man but hath some light; no man

but at some time or other seeth good or evil in some meas

ure.

Ans. That ariseth not from the light of man's nature, as

it now stands in the fall (which being wholly in the ene

my's hands, and being itself become darkness, cannot at all

give man notice of, or light him out of, the darkness), but

from a fresh visitation of the life, which giveth all men a

day of visitation by the shining of its light, wherein is some

manifestation to man, and some certain sight by him both

of the good and of the evil ; and not only so, but there ia

also the living Spirit striving with him, and attracting him

from the one to the other, according to the Lord's good

pleasure, who is both the light, and also the determination

of the proportion of every man's visitation by it.

Quest. But hath not man naturally a light in the fallen

estate, which discovereth unto him good and evil?

Ans. Not a true light, not a true discovery; hut only

somewhat which the enemy setteth up in man as auch, to

keep him in the entanglements of the deceit, and ont of the

suspicion of it. For the enemy entering into him, by his

s-ubtlety bliudeth and deceiveth his eye (that ho may the

better hold him captive in the deceit), insomuch as he dis-

cerneth not the false image which the enemy hath stamped

upon him : for though the enemy bringeth man into a state

of real darkness, death, and captivity; yet these do not at

present appear to man what they are, but are miscolored,

22*
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or painted, to appear what they are not, the better to de

ceive, bewiteh, and entangle man therein. The enemy did

not represent darkness in its black hne, death and captivity

in its dreadful appearance, to Adam; but as wisdom, as

light, as a better life, as a greater freedom. And thus he

still enters man, and after this manner he still dwells in

man, until the true light pursue him, opening and dis

covering his deceit, and drawing man back from this false

paradise of pleasure in wisdom and liberty out of the life,

into a sense of his want of, and breathings after, the true

garden of the living God.

Quest. Is man then mistaken in his judgment of good

and evil since the fall?

Ans. Yes, altogether; and by this means doth he so

pleasingly situate himself, and take up his habitation in the

kingdom of darkness, wherein are strong-holds and wise

reasonings against the true (jlod, and for the false appear

ances of good, which the enemy of the soul strongly makes

men believe to be such as he represents them for in the

darkness. Tims in particular persons, and also in societies.

evil is pursued after, and advanced for good, and the true

good suppressed as evil, through the working of the mys

tery of darkness in men's hearts.

Quest. What then is the proper estate and condition of

man in the fall?

Ans. A state of false light, of false life, of false liberty.

He seemeth to himself advanced in wisdom above the low,

empty, naked estate of innoceucy, which is nothing, and

hath nothing, but by a continual dependence on the good

ness of the Creator. He seemeth also advanced in life, ad

vanced in liberty; he can speak his own words, think his

own thoughts, do his Tnvn will, seek himself, please himself,

satisfy himself. The life of righteousness is a yoke, a bond,

in his eye; he is free from the restraint of it; he hath life

in himself, and is exceeding wise in the compass of his own

dominions. Thus doth the enemy transform the kingdom

of darkness and death, giving fallen man a share with him

iu it, while he remains hi» willing subject Aud here the
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£oods of the enemy, the heart estranged from God, yen, not

only the devout and zealous worshipper in invented forms,

but also the gross sinner, the envious, lustful, and wicked

mind, the perverse tongue, the bloody hands and feet, are

ut peace, and have joy and pleasure in their course and cir

cuit in the earth. But all this is but the deceit of the ene

my, wherewith he hath cheated man with false appearances

and representations instead of the true, as man himself will

see, whenever the eye of his soul comes to he thoroiisrhlv
w O t•

awakened by the eternal light, whether here or hereafter.

Quest. What is the work of redemption ?

Ans. To purge the old leaven out of the vessel, to purify

the vessel from all the false appearances of light, to hatter

down all the strong-holds of the enemy in the mind, all

the reasonings, thoughts, imaginations, and consultations,

which are not of the pure, nor in the pure; and so to new-

create and new-form the vessel in the image of the wisdom

and purity wherein it was at first formed.

Quest. Who doeth this work, or who is man's redeemer

out of the fall?

Ans. The Eternal Word or Son of the Father, even the

wisdom and power which went forth from the fountain in

the creation, the same goeth forth from the bosom of the

Father to purify the creature, and so hringcth the creature

hack (being purified and cleansed) into his hosom again.

Quest. With what doth this Word, or Redeemer, redeem?

Ans. With his own life, with his.own blood, with his own

eternal virtue and purity, He descendeth into the lower

parts of the earth, becomes flesh there, sows his own seed

in his prepared earth, begets of his flesh and of his bone, in

his own likeness, and nourisheth up his birth with his flesh

and blood unto life everlasting.

Quest. What is this life? Or how doth it first manifest

itself in the darkness?

Ans. It is the light of men. It is that which gave light

to Adam at first, again to him after the fall, and to nil men

the full. It enlightens in nature; it enlightened un
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dcr the law ; it did enlighten under the gospel before the

apostasy, and again since the apostasy.

Quest. How doth the light enlighten ?

Ans. By its shining. The eternal Word moves, the life

opens, the light shines: this, in the least degree, is a begin

ning of redemption ; in its fulness it is redemption perfected.

Quest. How doth the light work redemption in its shin

ing?

Ans. Two ways: first, By turning the heart from the

darkness towards itself; secondly, By exercising the heart,

being turned.

Quest. How doth it turn the heart from the darkness?

Ans. The light, by its shining and enlightening, findeth

out its own, openeth it, and toucheth it with a secret virtue,

which persuades out of, and draws the heart from, the prin

ciple and power of'death and darkness, towards its own na

tive spring.

Quest. May not these drawings be quenched, and the

work of God stopped?

Aus. The plant of the Lord is exceeding tender, his pure

Spirit jealous, the enemy very strong and subtle; insomuch

as the plant itself may easily be crushed, the Spirit grieved

and quenched, and the captivity redoubled.

Quest. If Adam was betrayed in his full strength, how

shall this poor, weak plant spring up and grow, without be

ing supplanted by the violence and treachery of the enemy?

Or how shall the grieving of the Spirit be avoided by a

heart so full of corruption and provocations, as man in the

alienated state is, when the light first visits him?

Ans. The Lord God is nigh to help, nigh to pity, nigh to

pardon, nigh to wateh over and support worm Jacob: yea,

nigh to revive life and spirit in him freely, and to heal his

backslidingsi, and multiply pardons, or it could never be.

Yea, the creature can never be brought so low, or so far

loat, but there is still help in the nature of God concerning

him, though there may not be help in any revealed promise.

Quest. How doth God exercise the heart which is turned?

Ans. In faith and obedience, through very great varieties
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and changes of conditions. He exerciseth it in believing

his voice, and in obeying his voice, and following him, in

whatever, and into whatsoever, he draws and requires.

Quest. How re the voice of God known? Doth not the

enemy speak inwardly also, and resemble his voice? How

then is the voice of the Redeemer distinguished from him

who connterfeiteth the Shepherd and his voice?

Ans. By these two means:

First, The soul lying low, out of the wisdom in which

the enemy appears and forms his likenesses; in the sim

plicity which the Lord hath begotten, the life opens to it,

and the true light appears, which manifests the false light,

and false appearances of the deceiver.

Secondly, In that which is begotten of God there is not a

hastiness or suddenness to determine; but a silent waiting

on the Lord in subjection, till the life speak, and make

things manifest. Thus the knowledge and light of the

child is held in the will of the Father, and received from his

hand, aud according to his pleasure. Thus what he will he

hides, and what he will he makes manifest, and the child,

which is born of his will, is content with his will; and ly

ing down there, it keeps out of the enemy's territories, and

of the reach of his temptations.

Quest. What are the several estates or conditions where

in God exerciseth the spirit of man in faith and obedience?

Ans. The particular estates and conditions are innu

merable; but they may be referred to these three general

lieads: First, An estate of breaking down the former build

ing. Secondly, An estate of devastation or preparation to

lie new built. Thirdly, An estate of rebuilding. God doth

not forget, but exercise his people in Egypt, even while

they are in bondage, before they come to receive his law.

He is visiting them in the dark land, opening the eye that

can see the captivity, causing groans and sighs in their op

pressed spirits, and then holding forth to them the promise,

and preparing them for a departure from that land. Sec

ondly, He hath a time of stripping them, of nurturing and

bringing them up under his discipline and close exerciset;,
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wherein they are desolate, and ready to sin and perish

every moment; but as they are wonderfully provided for,

and abundantly helped and pardoned. Thirdly, There is a

state of rebuilding the stones, when they are prepared

therefor, into a new building for the life to dwell in, and

for their entrance into the land of life.

Quest. Declare these estates, and the exercises therein

more plainly ; and first show what is the estate of the aoul

in Egypt spiritually, when the Lord visiteth it there with

his light.

Ans. An estate of deep bondage and groaning under tiic

powers of darkness, whose bitter oppressions thereof in

crease, even as the sensibleness and tiredness of the soul

increases. The soul then sees its captivity from the life,

and finds a building of death and corruption raised up in it,

in which the prince of darkness dwells and bears rule: and

then, oh, how it groans and longs after departure from

that land, and waits for the promise of redemption out of

it! But yet it is still loft in the hand of the enemy, and

daily feels the bitter bondage, from the powerful law of sin

and death springing up in the heart, and issuing out

through the members.

Quest. How is faith and obedience here exercised?

Ans. In believing the promise, in waiting for the prom

ise, in feeling some remote drawings of the life, and uniting

therewith, so far as is possible in this dark, captivated es

tate. There is an acknowledgment of the true prince, and

a bowing to him even in this estate of captivity, until he

please to break the bands thereof, and receive under his

guidance.

Quest. What is the estate of the wilderness spiritually?

Ans. It is an estate of waiting for the guidance of the

leader; of receiving direction and laws from the leader; of

following the leader as ho pleaseth to lead, through the en

tanglements, temptations, straits, and necessities which he

seoth fit to exercise the spirit with, for the wearing out of

that which is not to inherit, and for preparing the heir for

the inheritance.
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Quest. How is faith and obedience here exercised?

Ans. In waiting on the light for the leadings in the law

of life, and then in subjecting to the leader, being content

with all his dispensations therein ; with the time he choos-

eth for standing still, and with the time he chooseth for

travelling on ; with the proportion of light and leading that

he judgeth fit, with the food and clothing which he pre

pares and preserves; with the enemies which he sees fit to

have avoided or encountered with. Hereby the own wis

dom, the own will, the own strength, the own desires, the

own delights, with all the murmurings, weariness, and dis

contents, which arise from the earthly part, are by degrees

worn out, and a pure vessel prepared for the pure birth to

spring up and appear in.

Quest. What is spiritual Canaau, or the heavenly-built

state, or state of the gospel ?

Aus. A state of regenerating or renewing in the life and

pure image; where the building is roared up which is made

without hands; where there is a sweet and peaceable growth

in the life, and a fresh and satisfactory enjoyment of the life.

Quest. How is faith and obedience here exercised?

Ans. In abiding in the vine, in drawing from the vine, in

returning the sap and virtue back into the vine; and living

according to the will, and in the free dispensation thereof.

Thus works are excluded, with self, from whom they pro

ceed, and the vine becomes all in all.

Quest. Are Egypt and the wilderness and Canaan, spir

itually, as distinct estates as they were literally?

Aus. There are such distinct several estates spiritually,

wherein a man may be spiritually in Egypt, and neither in

the wilderness nor Canaan. So there is an estate in the

wilderness, which is out of Egypt, and not in Canaan ; and

an estate in Canaan, which is beyond both Egypt and the

wilderness. Yet these estates in spirit are oftentimes in

terwoven, with the exercises thereof; insomuch as the soul

may, in part, or in some respect (to his own understanding),

be in Egypt; in part in the wilderness, and in part in the

rest, life, and peace. But these things are not to be curi
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ously sought into, lest a wrong wisdom and a knowledge

get up; but abiding low and little in the little seed, the

kingdom and everlasting inheritance grows daily in the

soul, and the soul daily shoots up into it, and is enlarged

in it.

Quest. Is there any return back into Egypt, or into the

wilderness, after the state of the soul is advanced higher:

the entrance into the everlasting inheritance being admin

istered, and the soul partly taken into, and having found a

place of rest in, the life?

Ans. The enemy lies near to deceive; and while he hath

power to tempt, if there be a hearkening to his temptations,

there is a departure from the pure life, and a return of the

captivity or bewildering in some measure. In the faith and

in the obedience to the light of life is the preservation; out

of it is death and destruction eternally.

Quest. Is not the 1'ure Being untouched by death and

destruction? And shall not the creature, when it is re

deemed into him, be as he is?

Ans. The Pure .Being cannot be impure, evil cannot en

ter upon him, it hath no place in him, his nature excluding

it; nor can it enter into the principle of life that comes from

him, and is always preserved by him ; nor can it enter upon

that man who is begotten of that principle, abideth with it.

and is preserved in it. But so to be in him, as to abide and

not go forth, is a great state, even higher than the first

Adam knew.

Quest. But are not light and darkness, good and evil, all

alike to God? And shall they not be so also to him, who

is in perfect unity and fellowship with God?

Ans. All the light and darkness, good and evil, which

can issue from the creature, cannot reach God's being as it

is in itself, but only so far as he hath pleased to expose his

life (in the various manifestations thereof) to be reached

thereby. Yet his eye seeth the evil and the good ; the per

fection and the imperfection, and hisjnature isSperfeetly ex

cluded from all evil and imperfection, insomuch as he ean-

iKit possibly lie or deceive, or be unrighteous or unmerciful
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in any of his dispensations ; and that which is gathered into

him, is thus one with him. But that which can do any

thing which is sinful and evil in itself, is not in the true

unity with the eternal Being, but in the deceit of that spirit

which erreth from him, and entereth the creature in the im

agined likeness of his life and happiness.

Quest. How far may persons go, and yet be liable to the

enemy's snare ?

Aus. Very far. They may come out of Egypt; they may

pass through the wilderness ; they may receive an inheritance

or portion in the holy land ; they may have houses and vine

yards which they builded not nor planted; they may have

had deep draughts of the life, deep incomes of the love,

large riches of the grace, and precious tastes of the fulness.

They may have been in the 1'aradise of God; may have

been anointed by God; may have stood upon his holy moun

tain, and walked up and down in the midst of the stones of

fire, &c., and yet the enemy may have leave to tempt, and

may find entrance for his temptation ; advancing above his

estate in the deeeivableness, and increasing the glory in the

eye of the wisdom which he steals in; and so hold the spir

it captive in his golden chains, and lead it back again to the

chambers of death.

Quest. How doth, or can, the enemy prevail over persons

in so glorious an estate '(

Aus. By opening a larger eye in them, than is given

them in the life to see with. The eye of life is limited in

man, and man is to be held within the limits and openings

of life ; and his heart and mind to be bounded within the

desires and delights which arise from the life : he is to

wait on the life, for its living, moving, and being all in his

being: and here he shall be large enough, and full enough,

and wise enough, and happy enough. But there is some

what which presents to him a kingdom, a riches, a domin

ion, a vastness of perfection in himself, and at his own

command; the which, he beginning to listen unto, the same

opens an eye in him to see the beauty and glory thereof,

and then immediately his heart ia taken, aud he cannot

Vol. IL— 23
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avoid the snare; nor can he henceforth know where he is,

until that which he hath forsaken again please to visit him,

and to discover to him his iniquity and error from the true

root-

Quest. What is the way 'of safety, when God enlargcth

the territories of life in the soul, and causeth his love and

grace to abound?

Ans. To drink the draughts of joy and sweetness iu the

pure fear and trembling; not departing therefrom in what

ever it doth for God, or receives from him, till the salvation.

be wholly wrought out and perfected, the habitation of un

spotted love prepared, and the soul led into, and seated in,

its complete mansion therein. And then the name of fear

is no more heard of in the land of life; though the princi

ple from whence the fear sprang, and the birth and build

ing (which was begotten, raised up, formed, and perfected

in the fear) abideth for ever. So that the pure love doth

not cast out the pure fear (wherein is no bondage of the

life, hut the preservation of the life from the bondage), but

swallows it up and comprehends it. For the pure fear is

but love descended, and the pure love is but fear ascended;

the eternal principle or substance being one and the same

in both.

Quest. Is there then such a place of safety, upon which

the enemy cannot intrench?

Ans. There is a state of such union with the life, as the

cnemv cannot come bctwecn ; where there is lying down

and rising up in the power of the life, and no beast of prey

can make afraid any more; nor can any root of bitterness

spring up from within, to trouble or make any disturbance

between the life and the soul any more.
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SOME

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

CONDUCING TOWARDS

THE FURTHER MANIFESTATION AND OPE!fI\G OF THE PATH OP

REDEMPTION AND ETERNAL LIFE TO THE EYE OF SPIRITUAL.

ISRAEL.

Quest. How dotb the Son of God, or Eternal Word, in

whom is the light of life, redeem man out of the fallen es

tate, out of the kingdom of darkness and death, into the

kingdom of everlasting righteousness and peace in the life?

Ans. Three ways. First, By wounding him in the natu

ral and corrupt estate, and so breaking his peace and pleas

ure in the kingdom of darkness, and making him weary

thereof. Secondly, By weakening him under the teachings

and chastisement of the law. Thirdly, i5y healing and

binding him up with the oil of salvation, in the power of

the endless life, which is the gospel.

Quest. How doth God wound him in the natural and cor

rupt state?

Ans. By pursuing him with his light, which Ietteth him

see what it is, 'discovering the evil and danger of it, and so

weaning his heart from it, and making him look out after,

and long for, a redeemer. Oh! how hurthensome is the

captivity to the awakened soul, when he hath a glimpse of

what man was before his fall, when he had a place and be

ing in the life, with a spirit suitable to the life, and what he

is now in his estate of estrangedncss and alienation from

the life; and whither he is going in his paths of unright

eousness, estrangedncss, and alienation! And while his

heart is thus returning from the land of death and captiv

ity, and longing after the redeeming power and virtue of

the life, the enemy—the power of darkness—lays loads up
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on him, drawing him more and more under the chains and

bonds of iniquity to the utmost of its strength. So that now

lusts abound, evils increase, temptations and snares multi

ply; and in the land of captivity their strength is great, the

soul weak and faint, and the redeeming power and virtue

seem very far off. Now this is the estate of conversion:

when the Lord, in the midst of the powers of death and

darkness, turns the heart from them towards himself, caus

ing it to wait (under the captivity) for the appearance of the

urm of his strength, to break the yoke of the oppressor from

off the necks of the oppressed, and so to bring out of the

land of death and darkness, into the travels towards the

land of promise; where the peace, the life, the liberty in the

Lord, the rest, the joy, the full content and happiness is

reaped by the soul which follows the Lamb thither.

Quest. Uow doth God weaken the creature under the

teachings and chastisements of the law?

Aus. By exercising him towards good and evil, and cor

recting him for his unbelief and disobedience, as he findp

good, just, and necessary for him.

Quest. How doth God exercise him towards good and

evil, and correct him?

Ans. \Vhen he hath brought him from under the power

of darkness in some measure; and in some measure set the

spirit free therefrom, by the virtue of his life springing up

in the heart, then he exerciscth the heart and conversation

towards the good and from' the evil; then he giveth ont

laws for or against things, according as he findeth most

proper to the estate of every particular soul. Now upon

the giving forth of the law (the life being in some measure

raised), there is that which loves its teachings and pure path,

and there is that also which dnuvs back from it: and that

being yet strong, there come many strokes and ehaatwe-

ments from the Lord, upon his own dear child. And these

are bitter; and to be forced into the sin which it loathes,

and in heart is turned from ; and to be kept from the good

which it longs after, and in heart is united to (partly by the

strength of the enemy, and partly by reason of its own
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weakness and negligence), this is bitter also ; insomuch as

it crieth out day after day, and findeth this administration

of the law almost as heavy a yoke as the land of captivity

itself was, becanse of the weakness of it through the flesh,

and the strength and advantages which the corruption of

the heart and prince of darkness gather thereby.

Quest. What is the benefit of these exercises upon the

soul ?

Ans. They melt, they break, they make the heart tender

and fit to be moulded by the eternal virtue and power, into

;i vessel for the power.

Quest. What frames of spirit do they work the heart or

mind into?

Ans. Into very many precious ones. As for instance,

First, They make the spirit poor. The tTally inroads of sin

und corruption dashing against the holy and righteous law

of life, the overbearing the strong desires after purity, and

forcing into the defilement, hindering the soul from doing

what it loves, and making it do what it hates and would

not, this makes it become poorer and poorer, and more

afflicted day by day. Upon some visitations of the pure

life, and some fresh virtue received, oh, how strong doth

the soul seem! but when it snddenly forfeits its mercies,

loses its freshness, and is plunged deeper in the pit than be

fore, how poor and weak doth it then feel itself, trembling

:tt the next openings of the life, and springings up of the

virtue thereof in it, not knowing what weakness, captivity,

entanglements, and misery from the snares of death remain

to follow !

Secondly, They bring into a mourning estate. They fill the

eyes with tears, and the heart with sorrow; yea, they canse

an entrance into the house of mourning. To be accustomed

to wounds, bruises, snares, grieving of the Spirit, provoking

of the deliverer, furthering and giving advantages to the

enemy, &c., the sense of this overwhelms the heart with

grief, and canseth continual sorrow and lamentation to that

which is upright towards God.

Thirdly, They bring into a meet;, merciful, tsnder-hearted

23*



•J70 THE WORKS OF

frame towards others. He that is tempted, he that ofteu

falls, and is so often wounded and made miserable, he pities

those that err ; he mourns over the miserable. His heart

is broken with the sins and afflictions of others, and he

knoweth not how to be hard towards them, feeling such

continual need of abundant mercy himself. It is the rich

man, the sound man in religion, that is rough and hard;

but he that is once thoroughly melted in the furnace, ami

made up again, is made but tender, and retaineth the im

pression of the meekness, love, and mercy forever. Now a

broken estate in religion, or a state of waiting for the life, is

much more precious than that which is rich and full by

\vhat it had formerly received, and still holdeth out of the

immediate feeling and fresh virtue of the life.

Fourthly. Tin .-/ knuil i.ittv a huw/ry and thirsty state after ho

liness and righteousness. Oh, how the soul that is sensible of

its filth longeth to be washed! How it panteth after the

pastures of life, the food of life, the living waters? to ap

pear before and enjoy God, in the laud of the living I

Oh, how doth the heart, that is daily afflicted with its un

belief and disobedience, long for the faith that stands in

the power, and the obedience that flows from the power!

"Oh, teach me thy statutes; show me the pure path of obe

dience in the way of life; guide my feet in the way ever

lasting! Oh, write thy fear in my heart, that I may not de

part from thce; .create a clean heart in me, and put thy

Spirit within me to be my strength! Oh, continue thy

loving-kindness to them that know thee, and thy righteous

ness to the upright in heart ! " Oh, what unutterable breath

ings daily issue out from the broken spirit, towards the

spring of its life !

Fifthly, They bring • into a pare frame, into a cleanness

of inside. '' Cleanse first the inside of the cup and platter,"

said Christ to the Pharisees; and he doth so in his disciples.

" With the mind I serve the law of Uod," said Paul, when

he cried out, "Oh! wretehed man that I am, who shall de

liver? " It is not conceivable what purity of heart is formed

by God in his Israel, by the fire which he kindleth in his
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ZioD, and by the furnace which he setteth up in his Jerusa

lem ; for though in the furnace the dross still appears, the

sight whereof is apt to grieve and afflict the precious heart,

yet the melting and purifying sweetly go on, and the soul

(which abideth the heat) is effectually cleansed thereby, as

is very manifest afterwards, when righteousness springs up,

with the quiet fruit thereof; but this cannot be discerned,

while the flames are discovering and taking hold of the un

righteousness.

Sixthly, They bring into a patient frame; fit to bear re

proaches and persecutions from the world, who, in the midst

of all this weakness, misery, and distress, lay loads upon

the poor soul, persecuting him whom God hath smitten,

and speaking to the grief of him whom God hath wounded.

<iod smites for want of obedience ; for too much propensity .

to please the world; for not coming soon enough out of

their customs, vanities, earthly ways and worships; and so

soon as the heart and conversation are given up in obedi

ence to the Lord, the world is discontent, and they smite

and persecute becanse of the obedience. Now the more the

spirit is broken by the hand of the Lord, and tanght there

by to fear him; and the less strength it hath in itself, tc

grapple with the persecuting spirit of the world; the fitter

it is to stand in God's counsel, to wait for his strength and

preservation, which is able to bear up its head above all the

rage and swelling of the waters of the worldly spirit in the

7nen of this world.

Much more might be said, but this may suffice. What is

behind will be felt inwardly, as the soul waits on God in

the leadings of his Spirit, through the teachings, chastise

ments, and distresses of the law.

Quest. With what kind of things doth the Lord exercise

the spirits of his Israel, to bring their hearts into these and

such other like precious frames 'I

Ans. With several sorts and kinds of things, both out

ward and inward; as,

First, With oppositions, reproaches, and interruptions

irtmi the earthly part, both in t!iu men of this world, mid in
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themselves. There is abundance within, and abundance

without, to resist, disdain, and interrupt the work of God in

the heart, to oppose and withstand that which he hath be

gotten there; his leadings of it, and its obedience to him.

Secondly, With temptations from the enemy, even of

many kinds, natures, and degrees, according to the present

temper and condition of the soul; as either to doubt, and

so despair; or be confident in the flesh from knowledge re

ceived, out of the pure fear and fresh feeling of the life; so

again, either to halt or draw back, or to be over-hasty and

forward; so likewise, either not to Obey and act for God, or

to act in that will and wisdom which is against God. Now

these, with such like$ are very numerous, frequent, and

sometimes very violent and impetnous.

Thirdly, By withdrawinga of the life and sweet presence

of God from the soul. These are very frequent from the

Lord towards his people, insomuch as he is called by this

title; "The -God that hideth his face from the house of Ja

cob." Isa. viii. 17. chap. xlv. 15.

Fourthly, By buttctings and prevailings of the enemy.

When the Spirit ia grieved, the life wounded, and with

draws inward, the enemy often gets ground^ giving wounds

and causing bruises to the soul; not only tempting, but

finding entrance, and taking in the snare the bird which

once escaped, and was delivered.

Fifthly, By doubts, fears, and confused reasonings con

cerning the voice of God aud the voice of the enemy. In

the hour of darkness (when the Lord seeth good to let forth

the power thereof, and to withdraw the beams of his light),

how can that be clearly distinguished, which alone is known

and seen in the light? How can the motions, drawings, aud

pure, low workings of the life, be discerned from the false

images and transformings of the enemy? Oh, the misery

and anguish of the poor soul in this condition! how is the

poor, upright heart pained between faith and unbelief, obe

dience and disobedience, &c., not knowing when it is drawn

forward or backward, or by whom.
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Quest. When do these exercises begin? and how long do

they continue?

Ans. The Lord doth begin to exercise the soul even in

Egypt; for after the promise (of deliverance from spiritual

I'haraoh) the bonds increase, the yoke grows more heavy.

Pharaoh grows more violent and furious, the captivity in-

creaseth much; but there is no sight of redemption at all,

save to that eye which is weak, and easily overborne in Is

rael. But the exercises are much more full and sharp in

the wilderness, where Israel is led about, tried, afflicted,

consumed day by day, as if he should never come to the

holy land, nor any of Israel be left to enter therein. Yea,

in Canaan, in the rich possession, in the plenteous overflow

ings of the life, there is still somewhat left to try Israel, and

bring him low with, if at any time he be exalted with the

glory and fulness of his own estate, and begin to forget his

Quest. Why doth God thus exercise his Israel? Why

doth he lead them in such a knotty, and not in a more easy

and ready way to the everlasting possession, and to the ful

ness thereof?

Ans. Because their estate and condition require it. They

could not be so purified and fitted for the life; their vessels

would not be so enlarged to receive it in, nor they so safely

enjoy it, were it not fi\r this course of wisdom, wherein God

exercises and trieth every cranny of their spirits, until he

hath perfected them, and stopped up the entrance of death

everywhere.

Quest. How do these exercises purify and enlarge them;-

Ans. First, • They try the strength and virtue of the life

in them, and discover to them their further want thereof.

In the time of the soul's prosperity there seems to be

enough; but the day of distress maketh manifest the estate

and condition as it is. Then the faith, the. love, the patience.

the meekness, the constancy, and chasteness to the spouse

(loving him, and cleaving to him, above all, and in all)

manv times are found to be less than they were judged to

be. "
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Secondly, It brings to a waiting on God for support, and

for receiving of more from him. Then the life breathes

vigorously, and the soul hankers after, cleaves to, and sees

its need both of the presence and increase of the virtue of

the life. Then ho that was rich becomes poor, and he that

was full becomes empty and nothing; yea, he that had

enough to live on and to spare, is now pressed with hunger,

want, and penury.

Thirdly, It prepares for a clearer entrance into, and safer

enjoyment of, the fulness; As the soul is more emptied of

the strength and riches it received from God; so it is more

prepared to enter into, and live in, the Pure Being itself.

For nothing can live there which veils. In the life God was,

and is, and is to he all in all for ever. That, therefore,

which enters there, and lives and abides there, must be

poor, empty, naked, nothing, and remain nothing for ever.

As it gathers any thing from the fulness, and becomes any

thing in itself, thereby it is shut out.

Quest. How doth God heal and bind up that which he

hath wounded and broken to pieces with his various and

frequent exercises?

Ans. By opening the power of the endless life, in the ves

sel which he hath thoroughly punned and prepared, and

filling it with the power. The free power of life, that is the

gospel. To the mock, to the broken-hearted, to the cleansed

it is prophesied; and when the work of cleansing is finished,

the wound made wide enough, and kept open long enough,

and the death to the first husband f.illy accomplished, then

the perfect oil is perfectly poured in, and everlasting health

and salvation obtained. This is the end which God aims

at in the visitations and leadings of his seed; happy are

they that pass through the vale of misery, and drink off the

dregs of the "cup of trembling," not fainting nor sitting

down by the way, but following the faithful Shepherd and

Leader of Israel, till they arrive here.

Quest. What is the great danger in the path of life ?

Ans. The great danger is of ascending a step higher than

the present estate and condition will bear; for by this moans



ISAAC PENINGTON. 275

the aspiring mind gets up, and is exalted, and holdeth some

what received from the life, out of the pure fear which pre

serves the heart clean, and out of the sensible feeling which

keepeth fresh and living to God. And then the simplicity

is betrayed, and a wrong spirit lives, and a wrong eye is

opened ; so that there is nothing now but whoredom from

the life, and the heart exalted and conceited in the way of

its whoredoms, as if it were the pure bed and most excel

lent way of enjoyment of the life.

Quest. What way is there of preservation herefrom ?

Ans. Watehing to the life, keeping low in the fear, and

close to the feeling. Here the aspirer is shut out, or soon

espied at his beginning to enter, and then the living cross

received, which crucifieth and driveth him back. And in

deed there is no way of safety in the travels towards the

enjoyment of life, or under any enjoyment before the state

of perfect death, but under the cross to that spirit and na

ture which would dwell there, and please itself therewith,

and be somewhat therein, and so forget the pure everlasting

spring, adulterating with the streamings forth of it.

Man was made for God to be a vessel of his pleasure, to

receive his content, enjoyment, and happiness by reflection.

So that man's proper work was to wateh to the spring from

whence he came ; to be disposed of, ordered, and to be ac

cording to his pleasure. This was natural to man before

his fall, till a corrupt spirit by deceit entered him, and cor

rupted him. And while any thing of that corrupt spirit or

fallen nature remains, he is apt to aspire in the self-hood,

and to seek the enjoyment of what cornea from the fountain

(yea, and the fountain itself also) in and according to the

will and wisdom of the self-hood. And here let man re

ceive what gifts soever from God, be advanced to ever so

high a habitation in the land of life, yea, have the very foun

tain itself given him ; yet by this means he will corrupt, lose

the gift or spring, be separated from it, and adulterate with

what he can still retain or gather in his own principle.

And here do deep travellers lose their way, falling from

their portion in the land of life, and from their enjoyments
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in the paradise of the pleasure of the life, into the earthly

nnd sensual spirit, holding things wisely and richly there

in the earthly principle, not knowing the remove of their

habitation thither, nor thinking that they are there.

He that readeth these things, let him not strive to com

prehend them; but be content with what he feeleth thereof

suitable to bis own present estate: and as the life grows in

him, and he in the life, and he comes to meet with tho

things and exercises spoken of, the words and experiences

concerning them will of themselves open to him, and bo

useful and serviceable to him so far us the Lord pleaseth,

he keeping to the leadings, savor, and principle of life in

himself, wherein alone his knowledge, sight, growth, an(l\

experiences are safe.

Now he that would travel safely in spirit unto the land of

life, let him wait to have these things following written by

the finger of God in bis heart, and the sense and impres

sion thereof preserved fresh in him.

First, It is the free grace of God which begins the work

of redemption, which causeth the light to shine, which

worketh the repentance or turning from the dead state, and

also the belief in, and turning towards, the living God.

Secondly, It is the same grace alone that can preserve

and cause the plant of grace to grow. If there be a with

drawing of the light, a withholding of the free influence,

that which depends thereupon cannot retain its freshness ;

which the Lord may do as often as he pleaseth, for the

chastisement of the rebellious part, or for the trial of his

pure life and virtue in his plants.

Thirdly, The grace of God visiting the soul in the death,

in the darkness, in the fallen estate, begetteth life anew in

it, maketh it in some measure light in the Lord, opeueth an

eye in it to see the things of God, an ear to hear and dis

tinguish between the sound of life and of death, a heart to

turn from and refuse the vanity, and to turn towards and

abide in the living substance.

Fourthly, The Spirit of God carries on the work of re

demption, by drawing, leading, and acting the quickened
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soul: by exercising that which he hath begotten in the lift',

under the law of the life. Thus the life draws the soul

daily nearer and nearer towards the everlasting spring, and

from the fading emptiness of sin, vanity, and the creature-

hood; and the soul, by the enlivening virtue, daily follows

on after the life, in the leadings, spirit, and power thereof.

There is a living soul begotten by the virtue of the grace,

and the living soul daily lives in the grace, and travels in

the virtue thereof from the unbelief to the faith, from the

enmity to the love, from the perverseness to the straitness,

from the iniquity to the righteousness, even from all the

territories of the darkness, and also from the weak meas

ures and degrees of the grace and life towards the fulness

itself, even until it perfectly centre in, and be fully filled

therewith.

Fifthly, Where there is a stopping of the virtue received

from the grace, and not an answer in the heart, there the

work of redemption is stopped. If the soul follow not in

the drawing, the drawing is lost, as to it. If the ear open

uot to hear the voice of the Word, or if it be not mixed

with faith in' the heart hearing, it proves ineffectual. If

strength issue forth from the Lord, yet if the soul re

ceive not the strength which issueth forth and buhbleth up

in it, or answer it not in giving up to it, and travelling on,

the soul ahideth where it was at least, if it also retire not

backward from that estate and condition whereto the life

had advanced it: for if the virtue of the life and grace be

refused, there is an advantage given to death to re-enter,

and'g'ain ground by its contrary virtue and power.

Sixthly, Mark therefore diligently how tho Lord ddth

carry on the dispensation of his love and true grace, even

as if there were much done by the strength and diligence

of the creature. "What wounding of itself by repentance!

what striving to believe! what wrestling against enemies,

and for the influences of the grace, and to keep the hope

up, and the distrust out ! What strict watehing and waiting,

even as if the creature did work out its whole salvation!

Seventhly, Though the creature seemeth to do much it-

Vol. II.— 24
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pelf (having received life from the grace, and acting abun

dantly towards God in the grace), yet it is the grace and

virtue which comes from the Creator (who is also the Re

deemer) which indeed doth all: for though the creature

repent really, and turn from the darkness with its whole

heart, yet the repentance is of the virtue which flows from

the grace, and not of the creature which receives the grace:

and so likewise in the faith, the love, the obedience, the

meekness, the patience, the watehing, the waiting, the hop

ing, &c. Yea, the very receiving the grace is not of the

creature, but of the grace : for the creature is dead until it

be visited by the grace : and by the visitation of the grace

alone is made alive, and able to receive it.

Behold then the mystery of redempfion. God is all in re

demption; God doth all therein as fully as in creation (it is

a new creation) even the whole work thereof; yet the creat

ure quickened and renewed is in unity with him in his op

erations. Phil. ii. 12, 13, He whose eyes are opened can

read the mystery, and in true understanding say (if he hath

been led, and hath proceeded so far), "I am able to do all

things through Christ that streugtheueth me; yet not I, but

the grace of God in me." Now to bring the creature to

this, the Lord cxcrciseth it daily in obedience unto him, in

the life and virtue which floweth forth from him, causing it

to feel its weakness as it forgets the virtue, or aspires to

live of itself on the virtue received, out of the sensible feel

ing of its dependence upon the spring. And indeed the

virtue that comes from God can alone answer God, and the

creature is only accepted with the Spring and Father oflife,

as-it is found therein.

Quest. But if the work of redemption be wrought by

Clod's creating power, how cometh it to meet with so many

rubs and interruptions, and sometimes overturnings? Can

any thing stop God's creating power?

Ans. So far as God absolutely pleaseth to create, nothing

taw stop or hinder ; but the entrance of that which he be-

ginneth to create into the creature, and its getting a being

there, as also the growth and preservation of it there, may
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he hindered hy the force of spiritual enemies, if the Lort]

pleases to permit ; or by the grieving and provoking of that

free power, which alone begetteth and preserveth life in

the heart.

Obj. Then the work of redemption is not cairied on by

a?i absolute, free-creating power.

Ans. The creating power and preserving power is the

same; but the work is somewhat different, both in the ont-

ward, visible creation, and inward, new creation. The pres

ervation of that which is created and planted (unto its

growth and perfection) is by the same power which created

and planted; but rather in a way of care, industry, art, and

skill, than of such immediate force and power, though bv

the exercise and putting forth ofthe same virtue and power.

There arc three things in redemption :

First, There is the issuing out of the free grace, love, vir

tue, and divine power towards the creature.

Secondly, There is the opening of the estate of the creat

ure thereby, convincing and drawing it out of the aliena

tion from the life, towards unity with the life.

Thirdly, There is the following of the creature after the

life, in the quickening virtue of the drawings, throngh all

the snares, temptations, diversions and oppositions of the

enemy.

Now there is no hindering of the issuing forth of the free

grace towards the creature, or of those convictions and in

clinations of the creature to follow, which necessarily ensue

therenpon. But the pursuit and progress of the creature

(or its abiding with the quickening virtue and power) may

many ways be interrupted and diverted, and so the creature

drawn from under the influence of the free covenant ; for

though the covenant be free, yet the creature only partakes

of it, as it is drawn into it, and preserved in it.

Therefore let those fear who feel the power and redeem

ing virtue, and know, that notwithstanding the free and

certain promise to the seed, yet the creature is as clay in the

hands of the potter, which may be made a vessel of honor

or dishonor, as he pleaseth to favor it, or take occasion
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against it. And whoever would pass through the work'of

snlvutiou and redemption, unto the salvation and redemp

tion itself, in the living virtue received from the life, let

him keep fast hold on the good pleasure, and in it give all

diligence to make his calling and election sure, working

out his salvation with fear and trembling, because God

worketh in him both to will and to do of his good-will.

And walking diligently and industriously in this path, he

may attain the seal of the redemption, even that mark

which can never be worn out, and to full assurance of faith

in the redeeming power; though it is also possible for him

afterwards, through much negligence and grieving of the

Spirit whereby he was sealed, to lose the sight of the mark,

and the comfort of the assurance, which was once fresh and

clear in his spirit.

For a close at this time, 1 shall add a few words concern

ing the unity of God's grace (or free light of his spirit) not

withstanding the various estates and conditions of man

whom it visits, and the variety of its operations.

There is a three-fold state of man, wherein the grace of

God visits him.

First, The gentile state, or state of nature.

Secondly, the Jew state, or administration of the law,

wherein God takes him under his own tuition, making

known his will to him, and requiring obedience of him:

and not only so, but also directs him to the inward teacher,

and to the principle of the pure fear, which is the place of

wisdom's teaching and instructions.

Thirdly, The gospel-state, or state of faith, where the

principle is raised, the seed lives, and that is felt springing

up, known, and enjoyed, which does the will, and receives

the promise.

Now in all these, the law, the light, the life, the wisdom,

the power, are one and the same; but the administrations

are different.

In the Gentile state, or state of nature, the light which
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man receives there (to discover evil, and work him into

good) is of the Spirit, and by virtue of the promise. For

he had been everlastingly shut up in the darkness, had it

not been for the promise ; and it is for the promise' sake,

and from the free-grace, that he hath any visitation in the

state of nature, and any desires after, or leadings towards,

the good, and from the evil ; which spring not, nor can

spring, from corrupted nature ; but from the free fountain

of the new life.

In the law-state, the light grows more clear; the teacher

is there discerned and acknowledged; his drawings, warn

ings, instructions, and reproofs felt more distinctly, and the

soul (that is watehful) continually exercised therein.

In the gospel-state, the principle of life is raised, the

promised seed come, the power which doth the will re

ceived, and the light of life entering into, and possessing the

vessel.

Now this is the whole of man, to wait on the ministration

of the life to him in his present estate, whether he be yet in

the estate of nature, or under the law, or under grace. To

know whence his redemption springs, and to wait on the

redeeming arm for the beginnings, progress, and perfecting

of it ; and if it be in the feeling of that virtue, it is enough ;

or if it be kept longing or panting after it, it is well; yea,

if there be but a desire in him after a thirst, there is hope;

nay, if there be but the least feeling of his dead, barren,

and senseless estate, there is some life in him, which the

Lord loves, and will find a time to express his bowels to

wards: yea, that which is wholly in the darkness, and shut

up in the pit, the Lord hath bowels in him towards, and

after many days may please to visit. Oh, the height, the

depth, the length, the breadth of the riches of the mercy

and love of God! Who knows his yearning towards pouls.

and his ways of visiting and redeeming ! () my soul ! hope

thou in the Lord for evermore, and leave not breathing to

wards him, till thou and his whole creation be filled and

satisfied with him, and then feteh the full breath of life in

him for ever. ,

24*
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POSTSCRIPT.

I IIAVH been treating of the inward work, as it is wrought

in the heart by the power, and brought to the sensible, ex-

lieriraental knowledge of the creature; yet would not be so

understood as if I made void what was done without by

Christ in his own person, or any of those ends and purpose-*

for which it was wrought, and appointed so to be done by

the Father: though this I know, that the knowledge of

those things, with the belief therein, or any practices and

observations therefrom, without the life, can no more profit

now, than the Jews' literal knowledge of the law could

profit them, when they were rejected therewith. And since

the apostasy, of this latter age especially, I have clearly

seen in the Spirit of the Lord, that tlte professors' knowl

edge of the letter of the gospel, and cleaving to their appre

hensions which they gather therefrom, is become a snare

and trap to them, to keep them from feeling the power, and

living in the sensibility of the virtue of the grace; even a.s

the Jews' table (or gathered knowledge from Moses and the

prophets) became their snare and trap. The Lord open

their eyes in his due time to discern it, that they may not

withstand that ministration and revelation of his everlasting

gospel, which God seeth good to visit the apostatized world

with, after this long, dark night of apostasy! whereof those

that stick in forms, or knowledge of things in the letter,

without the power, cannot but prove the greatest enemies,

opposers, and persecutors.

Now to help them a little, if the Lord please; in the roll

ing of my bowels towards them J find my heart opened, to

lay a few things before them.

First, With my heart, in the sight of the Lord, do I own

that .principle which formerly wrought in some of them,

which I myself was wrought upon by, and knew not ouly

iho outward knowledge which they were acquainted with,

but aljto the inward work: and 1 also knew what I called
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the light of nature, and what I called the light of the Spirit,

the one whereof was not the other, but differed as far as

Spirit and flesh.

Secondly, I also own all the openings and refreshments

which they received from the Lord in reading of the Script

ures in their public or private exercises, and the experiences

which they had from God in their own hearts: and I know

that these things in themselves were true in their propor

tion ; however the present sense, and holding of them out

of that wherein they received them, may justly he judged

by the Spirit of the Lord in his servants.

Thirdly, Though those things were true in their day, and

in their proportion and measure; yet in them they might

lose their virtue, and die, and so they not retain the thing

in its life, in its own principle, in the newness of the Spirit,

in that birth to which God gave it; but only an image of it

in the natural understanding, in the earthly part, in the

dead principle; and then their knowledge of God and their

experiences cannot but be corrupted, and now become the

possession of death, and the engines of death in their hearts.

Again, God had somewhat further to Jnanifest, even to

bring forth that which they earnestly prayed for in that

day; which they, having abode in that virtue wherein they

prayed, might easily have discerned and embraced; but be

ing out of that, and pleasing themselves with the literal

knowledge of the things they then received, holding them

in the wise and earthly part, that part cannot but stumble

at the low and contemptible appearances of God, which are

still offensive to that part. The great glory of God is hid

in a little seed; and how can the great eye of the fleshly-

wise see it if We have Moses and the prophets (said the

Jews after the flesh), but as for this man, we know not

whence he is. Even so it is now: we know the relation

•which the Scriptures have given of Christ by the apostles,

we are sure this is of God, say the professors; but as for

this little seed of the kingdom, or light of God in the heart,

we cannot believe that all we want is to spring up in it.

Now, Fourthly, There is a necessity both of the knowl
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edge of persons to pass away, and also of their experiences

to be given up, and let fall, in these two cases following:

First, When the virtue is withdrawn from them, when

death hath caught them, when they become death's goods :

for that which is received from the life is only profitable to

the soul in the virtue of the life. When the earthly part

hath caught them, and seated itself there, they then become

the strong-holds of the enemy, and the engines of death to

the heart; so that then life and true relief are not to be had

in thom, but where the eternal virtue pleases next to appear.

Secondly, When God hath somewhat to bring forth fur

ther in the world, or in any particular heart, to make way

for it he brings death upon that which was before living.

Tims when God is pleased to bring forth a greater measure of

faith, a>id power of his Spirit, he distrosseth the heart, making

the foregoing faith and power appear weak, and pass away ;

and many times for a season shutteth up the soul in the un

belief, until the fresh faith and fresh power spring up and

arise. And this causeth the necessity of the further dispen

sations of his eternal virtue to appear, and the beauty of

them to shine; wflich they would not have done so abun

dantly, had it upt been for the foregoing distress of the

heart.

, There are yet some things further weighty upon my

heart to lay before them, needful for them to consider of,

which may be serviceable and helpful to them in their pres

ent condition, if the Lord please to open their hearts, nnd

impress them thereon. They are four propositions, relating

to the right knowledge of the things of God, which are

these following:

First, That the knowledge of the things of God comes

from the Spirit. As the Scriptures themselves came from

the Spirit, so the true knowledge of them is alone given, to

any man which receiveth it, by the same Spirit. And no

man living can know the mind of the words which the

Spirit spake, but as the same Spirit which spake them,

gives the meaning of them.

Secondly, That the knowledge of Ood (the living knowl
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edge, the serviceable knowledge) is alone held in the Spirit,

and in the birth which is of the Spirit. Man's natural part,

is not the true treasury, nor is man's reason to be master of

any of the things of God's Spirit; but that which holds the

knowledge of the kingdom, the grace of the kingdom, the

living experiences, is that which is born of the seed of the

kingdom ; and man's reason is for ever to be shut out of

the things of God, further than it bows, is limited, and

subjected.

Thirdly, That the knowledge received from the Spirit, is

still to be tried by the Spirit. The Spirit alone can keep it

living, and the Spirit alone can tell whether the life and

virtue be still in it, or whether death hath caught it; whether

it be the manna fit for the soul's food, or manna once given,

but now corrupted. () ! my dear friends, wait to under

stand my experience concerning this thing, which is this:—

That which I had certainly received from God, and which

the true birth at first had fed on, the earthly birth would be

catehing at, laying hold of, and treasuring up to feed on at

another time. Likewise in my reading of the. Scriptures, I

lay open to this great snare, of reading in my own will, and

gathering from thence in mine own understanding, and so

growing wise concerning the things of God after the flesh:

for though at that time I was not without living knowledge-

and experiences of God, yet I knew not how to turn from

the death, nor to keep to the Iffe; and so the bad, the lean,

the earthly, the ill-favored, overgrew the good and well-

pleasing to God, and brought it into bitter misery and death.

Oh that yc knew being begotten of the will of the Father,

and keeping to the will of the Father, and receiving the

bread daily from his hand! That which man conceiveth

concerning the Scriptures, is not the pure milk of the

Word, but that which the breasts give out; that is it which

hath the immediate life, virtue, and true nourishment in it.

And this must be returned back into the treasury-, and not

held in the earthly part, in the earthly will and understand

ing, but received from the life again when it is again

needed ; yea, this have I often known, that when I have
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been in great distress, I have received fresh comfort from

the Lord; but running to that afterwards, it never was able

to comfort me, but more deeply wounded me. And thus

hath the Lord been teaching me to live upon himself, and

not upon any thing received from him, hut upon the life it

self, the mercy, the good pleasure, which proportions out

the living bread daily to the living birth.

Fourthly, It is easy receiving of knowledge in the earthly

part, in the earthly wisdom, out of the Spirit and living vir

tue. When one readeth a scripture, it is easy conceiving

and apprehending a meaning one's self, or taking in an

other man's meaning; but it is hard abstaining from all con

ceivings and reasonings of the mind, and waiting for the

pure will and opening of the Spirit therein. Also it is easy

retaining of knowledge, and making use of it in the will

and wisdom of the earthly mind, for both these are natural :

but it is hard denying the reason, the thoughts and imagi

nations, and watehing to the Spirit.

0 professors! wait for the living appearance of God, even

for the freshness of his Spirit in your spirits ; that in that

which cometh from the Spirit ye may know the Spirit,

and may also know how to turn to him and abide with him,

having the wateh set against that wisdom in yourselves,

which in all ages and generations is eternally shut out of

the things of the kingdom, although it may gather, get, and

hold a vast knowledge of the things of the kingdom in

the earthly treasury. Thus fleshly Israel hath the wisdom

of the letter; but spiritual Israel the wisdom, virtue, and

life of the Spirit in all ages and generations. And though

he "that is born after the flesh despiseth him who is born af

ter the Spirit, yet this is God's heir; and the bond-woman,

the earthly wisdom, with all her children (even the greatest

giants in knowledge, profession of religion, and scripture

observations), must be cast out, and not inherit the land of

life. This is written that that might be raised in you by

the power, which is to inherit the life eternal; and ye not

find your souls deceived, when the light of that day fully

opens, which hath already dawned.
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I was in a poor, low condition, when the Lord formerly

visited me; as lost, as undone, as miserable as any. What

knowledge, what life, what precious virtue I then received,

was from God's grace; which was still his own, and he

might call for it at his pleasure. And surely, he which

hath received from the fonnatin, ought to trust and to give

back again to the fountain, when he calleth for it; and then

to remain empty, naked, desolate, until he be again freely

visited. This is a hard lesson, who can learn it? "Who can

trust his life with the fountain, and lie open to what fol

lows? Yet this did the Lord require of me; and my heart

being not willing to part with my life, but striving to retain

it, and grow in the first way of the dispensation of the grace

unto perfection, he brake it after an unutterable manner,

and brought such misery and desolation upon me as I

could not possibly have suspected, having been sealed by

him. And now he is teaching me to live more fully upon

his grace, or rather upon the spring, where I am nothing.

where I can be nothing for ever: but he is and will be what

he will be, and when he will he; and nothing in ine cim be

satisfied with him, but what is of him, and lives in him.

And here all that I have known, or formerly tasted of him,

springs up again at his pleasure; and I drink of the old

wine, and also of the new, but have nothing at my own dis

posal. And when I cateh at any thing, or would be any

thing, I lose the spring, and am corrected for my backslid

ing and adultery of spirit, but am still again visited with

fresh love, and the springings up of fresh power and life,

and fresh visitations of the rich mercy and grace, which the

everlasting fountain naturally openeth in its own. The

pearl is exceeding rich, the treasure of life unutterable; and

he that will possess it, must sell all for it: even all his lusts

and corruptions; yea, all the riches of his nature (the best

of his will, the best of his wisdom most refined) ; nay not

only so, but all the riches of his spirit, all that he hath held,

or can hold out of the life. Then, when he is poor in spir

it, and hath nothing in himself but emptiness, nothing so

much as to receive or retain the life, but what is formed,
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groweth up in, and is preserved in the life, according to its

own mere will and good pleasure; then alone is he fit to

he comprehended and brought forth in the eternal spring.

1'erfectly happy is he who is perfectly possessed thereof;

yet he is not without a proportion of blessedness also, who

is mourning after it and travelling towards it ; which can

never he attained by the natural part retaining the letter of

any spiritual revelation or knowledge; hut only by begin

ning in the eternal virtue, abiding in it, and travelling from

death to death, and from life to life; till all be slain which

is to die and perish in the way, and all be raised and per

fected which is to receive, and live in the kingdom and

crown of life for ever; which the Lord lays before all to run

after, but none but the spiritual seed (begotten of and abid

ing in the Spirit) can obtain. Mind then this brief sum.

The lost creature, the undone creature, is graciously

sought after and visited by the fountain of its life and

being.

Being visited with the mercy and grace, and impressed,

it receiveth somewhat of the grace and living virtue from

the fountain.

Having received somewhat, the creature is apt to retain

it in the creaturely vessel (even in the own will, and to en

large the own wisdom thereby, and so to become somewhat

again in itself), forgetting the spring.

As the creature retaineth any thing in the natural part,

out of the immediate feeling of the living virtue, it corrupts,

it adulterates from the living spring.

And that which any one hath thus adulterated with,

must be taken from him, and he be made dead to it, and it

to him, before he can be recovered into a living state, fit to

enjoy what he formerly received, or further to receive of,

and grow up in, the fresh, living virtue.
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PREFACE.

THE goodness of God endureth for ever. And though

his creature man (who should have been subject and obedi

ent to him) hath sinned against him, and by motions and

inclinations of his own will and wisdom (out of the princi

ple of his pure life, which was to have been his guide and

governor) hath fallen short of his glory; yet he still pleas-

eth to visit his poor lost creature with loving-kindness and

mercy, and with various dispensations of his life, according

to his pleasure. \Vhat man is there that hath not received

a soul from the breath of the Almighty? And what soul ie

it that hath not some visitations of life from that living

breath? The bowels of eternity most naturally roll towards

all its offspring; who eeeketh the gathering of them all in

the variety, and according to the limitations of his will, in

his pure wisdom.

There is a current or stream of life before the promise is

known, which secretly visits all, discovering the darkness in

some measure unto all, and drawing from it. And happy

is he who falls in with, and follows the leadings of the Al

mighty here; for then he cannot abide in the darkness, but

still (according to the need of his condition) will meet with

a true guide out of it, and with the true power which re-

deemeth and delivereth from it. For as the promise made

to Adam, had relation to all his posterity; so whoever is

visited with any light by virtue of the promise, that light

will lead him to the promise, and he (in the obedience

thereof) will meet with the sweetness and virtue of the

promise. So that the lowest dispensation of God (the creat

ure being exercised therein, .feeling the want of God's

power, and drawn to depend upon him for mercy and

strength) will lead fallen man back again to his Maker, bv

the virtue which flows into man from the promise, though
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ever so secretly and hlddenly. For it is not the distinct

knowledge of the promise, (though that is a very great ad

vantage) but the virtue flowing from the promise, which

saves. Man being touched by that virtue, and by the touch

thereof quickened towards God; and in that virtue which

comes from the redeeming mercy, cleaving to his Maker,

and hoping in his tender bowels, and feeling the weakness,

insufficiency, and corruption of his own will and under

standing, and so going forth from himself towards the

spring which quickened him. Here is Christ known in

spirit, received in spirit, believed and relied on in spirit,

and his living virtue already felt, and further waited for.

And can this man, thus walking, thus believing, thus obey

ing, thus cleaving to the principle which gives life, thas

receiving virtue from it, and growing up (in that virtue)

out of the self-hood, into it; I say, can this man miss of

eternal life, which runs along in all the streamings forth of

this living virtue ?

But oh, how sweet is the stream of life in the sensible

manifestation of the promise ! He who feels the covenant in

Christ, and life streaming into his heart through the cove

nant, and the seal of eternal peace to his soul, and that he

shall never be left nor forsaken by the fountain of mercy,

but all that ever befalls him shall conduce towards the

working out of the perfect redemption and salvation of his

soul ; this is a precious state indeed ; and this is the state

which the feeling of the faith, and the living obedience in

the Spirit leads to. Happy are they that walk in the path

thereof, who content not themselves with man's knowledge

of Christ, with man's belief of the things written concerning

him, with man's obedience to the precepts left on record

by the apostles, but whose living soul cannot be satisfied

without the feeling and pressing after Christ, the life, and

without a true engrafting into him in spirit, through the

living Word, or testimony of life, received into, and be

lieved on in the heart.

And how sweet also is the ministration of the law, which

comes from the promise, and is managed to the soul by the
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hand of the Mediator! How sweet is it to see the creature

fall daily ! to find one's own strength to believe, to obey, to

suffer, to abide with Christ, to wait on Christ, to hope for

Christ, daily battered and brought to nothing, and no life

left but what issues from the spring-, and is alone maintained

by the free current thereof into the heart daily ! Here the

stroke of the law is received by degrees uuto perfect death.

Here arc the openings of the pure prophecies in the Spirit

concerning a new kingdom, a new birth, a new heir, a new

life. Here is the axe laid to the root of the tree, and that

cut down in the heart which is not to live, and which hin

ders the heir from his inheritance. Here is the vale of tears ;

which tears spring from the life, whose virtue washeth away

the corruptible day by day. Here is the house of mourn

ing, and that ntate of darkness entered into, which swallows

up all the joy of the dark, earthly spirit, and consumes its

nature. Here the light of life U sown, and through these

exercises it springs up; and after the passing away of this

ministration, breaks forth in strength upon that eoul which

hath been thoroughly exercised herein.

I desire the good of all mankind, waiting for the swal

lowing up of the dispensations of death, and the breaking

forth of life upon them in the seasons thereof, according to

the good pleasure of him whose gift life is, and whose arc

all the dispensations of it. And in that love, through the

openings and drawings of life in me, have I writ what fol

lows; not to upbraid or strike at any, but to be an help un

to such as the Lord shall please to make it serviceable to.

Wait on the Lord, eye him, read in fear, praying to be

touched by, and gathered into, that which gives the feeling

of the weight of truth. Oh, that men's souls were awak

ened, that they might know what it-is to perish from God,

and what to be saved by him! The proper portion of man's

soul is the fountain of eternal life; and he can never be

happy (nor in true rest, peace, or joy) while separated

from it. Let him who is not brutish in understanding, and

whose soul is not wholly dead God-wards consider this.

• •
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80MB

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

SHOWING MAX HIS DUTY.

Quest. WHAT is the proper work of man here in this

world?

Ans. To fear God, and keep his commandments. This

is all that God requires of him, and this is enough to make

him happy.

Quest. What is God?

Ans. The fountain of beings and natures, the inward sub

stance of all that appears ; who createth, upholdeth, con-

dumcth, and bringeth to nothing, as he pleaseth.

Quest. IIow may I know that there is a God?

Ans. By sinking down into the principle of his own life,

wherein he rovealeth himself to the creature. There tho

soul receiveth such tastes and knowledge of him, as cannot

be questioned by him that abideth there.

Quest. What is it to fear this God?

Ans. The spirit and sOU! of the creature standing in awo

of his nature, and waiting to bo kept in due subjection

thereto; this is to fear him, and this is the proper means of

preserving the spirit of the creature right in its motion to

wards him, attendance upon him, and expectations from

him.

Quest. What are his commandments?

Ans. They are such as are either general to all mankind,

common to some sorts of men, or proper to particular per

sons.

Quest. What arc those which are general to all mankind?

Ans. They are very many ; but may all be referred to

these two heads; to wit, To love God above all, and one's

neighbor as one's self; even so in every respect doing to him,

•M one would ba done to by him in the like case.
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Quest. How may man perform these ?

Ans. Only by receiving a principle of life from God, and

keeping close thereto.

Quest. How may a man come by a principle of life from

God?

Ans. God i8 near to every man with the breath of his

life, breathing upon him at times according to his pleasure;

which, man's spirit opening unto, and drinking in, it be-

cometh a seed or principle of life in him, overspreading and

leavening him up to eternal life.

Quest. What hinders man from receiving this principle

of life, and from keeping close thereto?

Ans. A fleshly principle, which is contrary to the knowl

edge, fear, and obedience of the Lord, and to all that

springs from the principle and power of his life.

Quest. How comes this ileshly principle to be found in

man?

Ans. It was sown there by the enemy of man's soul ;

man giving him entrance into his spirit, by hearkening to

his suggestions and allurements.

Quest. What help hath man against this fleshly principle?

Ans. Xone of himself; but being freely touched by tho

other principle, and tasting thereof, he is to wait on God's

mercy and grace for the manifestation of his light and pow

er, to discover to him the evil nature and course of his

own heart, and to cut down the corrupt desires, reasonings,

and imaginations thereof.

Quest. In what way is this effected upon the heart?

Ans. In the heart's belief of this principle, and in its obe

dience thereto.

Quest. How may a man come to believe in this principle?

Ans. In feeling its nature, in waiting to feel somewhat

begotten by it; in this its light springs, its life springs, its

love springs, its hidden power appears, and its preserving

wisdom and goodness are made manifest to the soul that

climfs to it in the living sen«e, which its presence and ap

pearance begets in the soul.

Que-t. How may a man come to obey this principle?
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Ans. In the faith, in the eying of it, in the clinging to it,

the strength issues from it into the creature, which maketh

it able to perform all that it calleth for.

Quest. How come persons to be so weak, and to com

plain so much for want of power, who feel a true beginning

of life, and earnest breathings after God?

Ans. From the enemy's interposing of reasonings be

tween them and their faith. The darkness, the principle of

unbelief, lies near, and is still raising mud (as much as pos

sible) between the principle of life and the soul: and so far

as it can come between, it disturbeth both the motions of

the soul towards its spring or principle of life, and also the

spring's clear bubbling up in, and running through the soul.

Quest. What is to be done in this case?

Ans. The eoul is to wait God's seasons of deliverance

from these, and to hope for a hidden snpport from his grace,

while the visitations and leadings of his life are not made

manifest.

Quest. What ground is there for this hope?

Ans. There is ground of hope for the creature in God's

goodness; who naturally loveth and seeketh after the souls

which he hath made, and doth not readily nor easily cast off

in any of his dispensations. Besides, where he hath begot

ten somewhat, and where the bent of the heart is towards

him, and the desire after his pure life and spirit above all

things kindled, there hath he laid the foundation of a build

ing, which, though at present it may lie in the dust, and

under heaps of ruins, he cannot forget.

Quest. Are there other commands besides these common

to all men?

Ans. Yes; according to that dispensation of life and

mercy unto which they arc called, and into which they are

admitted by the love and kindness of God, which over-

spreaduth all his works, and who forgetteth not his creatures

in their estate of separation and alienation from him.

Quest. Arc there then more dispensations of life and

umrcy than one?

Ans. Yes. For though the life and mercy in itself is but
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one; yet it hath several ways of seeking out after, and gath

ering into itself, the lost sons of Adam.

Quest. What have been the chief ways of dispensing the

light of life towards mankind?

Ans. First, By a secret shining into their hearts. Thus the

soul of the Lord holdeth forth some beams of his eternal

light to all mankind, according to his pleasure, at some

time or other visiting the darkest corners of the earth, and

making some way therein for the scattering of that darkness

which separates the soul from the light of life, and from

the sweet presence and enjoyment of its Creator, which nat

urally flows into every soul in its believing and obeying of

that light.

Quest. Were ever any thus gathered to the Lord?

Ane. The Lord is able to make any dispensation of his

life effectual. And as many of the Jews were not gathered

by the law, so many of the Gentiles might be gathered

without the law.

Quest. But the law gave the knowledge of the Messiah to

come through faith, in whom was the remission of sins

known, and strength against sin.

Ans. The knowledge of Christ runs along in all the dis

pensations of the eternal light: the light cometh from him,

and it manifests him in spirit; and the remission by his

blood is spiritually known in the soul feeling the living vir

tue thereof. The law and the gospel are both known in

spirit, wherever the eternal light visiteth, and is received.

Quest. What are the commands common to those?

Ans. They are known to those who are thus gathered,

who, in the life thus dispensed, feel the leadings of it, and

in its light are sensible of those requirings which univer

sally stream forth from it among those that are thus gath

ered.

Quest. What other way of dispensing the light of life

hath there been?

Ans. That of the promise to the fathers, which was be

fore the law, wherein they saw the day of the Messiah, and

were glad. This was a glorious dispensation, in which they
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tasted the Sonsliip, and felt power to walk with God, and

faith to trust him in his leadings, and were translated by

him (in a sweet and precious decree) into the measure of

his life, which made them pilgrims and strangers in this

world, and steered their spirits towards another country.

Quest. What wore the commands common to these?

Ans. They were seen hy them in the streamings forth of

that dispensation of life among them; a taste whereof the

quickened spirit may have, in reading the words concerning

them up and down the Scriptures.

Quest. What further dispensation of life hath there been ?

Ans. That of the law to the Jews.

Quest. Was that a ministration of life? Was it not rather

ii ministration of death and condemnation?

Ans. It proved so in its effect, through the weakness of

their state; but its natural tendency and proper effect, in

case of obedience thereto, was life. And also in the midst

of its administering death and condemnation, it pointed to

him who was the justification and the life; insomuch as the

law was kind to them in slaying them, and serviceable to

the life of such souls as kindly received the stroke thereof,

and fled to the hope set before them.

Quest. What were the common laws amongst these?

Ans. They are to be read in the writings of Moses and

the prophets, wherein (Joel's law and testimonies were

abundantly given forth to that people.

Quest. Have there been yet any further dispensations of

life?

Ans. Yes; that of the gospel, before the apostasy and

falling away from the living truth and power of the Spirit,

into man's wisdom, inventions, and imitations.

Quest. What were the laws common to these? .

Ans. They may be read in the writings of the evangelist*

and apostles, where the record of this ministration is to be

found.

Quest. What hath the ministration of life been since the

apostles' days?

Ans. Very low, very weak, very dark, very hidden, ex-
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ceedingly retired; yet true children have been begotten,

and food hath been handed to them from the Father, and

they have been nourished up in the faith, and have kept

the commandments of their day, and died in the faith : and

those who have thus been led and preserved, their souls are

at rest, and in the peace of God. But these have not been

in any particular, distinct gathering, and clear separation

out of the world; but scattered up and down in several

mistaken forms, and loaded with the inventions of the

earthly wisdom, and with the bondage and weight of cor

ruption, not knowing that clearness of spirit, and victory

over sin, by the presence of the life, which was felt and en

joyed by the Christians before the apostasy.

Quest. Had these any common commandments?

Ana. Not so distinctly as the former; for they lying in a

heap of confusion in a wilderness, or chaos, scattered in the

mists and fogs of antichristian darkness one from another,

had not such common beams of light, or clear streams of

life running among them, as those that had a more distinct

gathering. Yet some testimony for God, and against the

corruption of the times, according to what was in their day

and age to be testified for and against, did run among every

sort (of such as were true-hearted) in some kind or other.

And for this they were hated and persecuted by men, (even

by such as were formal, and of another spirit) and also

dearly tendered and beloved of the Lord.

Quest. Hath there been any further dispensation of life

since the apostasy?

Ans. There is another begun, whose glory is to exceed

the former, after the darkness (which overspread and

clonded the beanty of the former) is expelled by the grow

ing brightness of this appearance.

Quest, how may it appear that there is another?

Ans. There is no knowing this dispensation but by being

gathered into the light of it. Wisdom hath been alone

justified of her children in former ages, and she can be justi

fied by none else, in her appearance in this age.

Quest. What is the difference of this from the former?



800 THK WORKS OF

Ans. It is more inward, more retired, more closely de

pending upon the principle of life in the spirit, than the

former.

Quest. Is it then the same in substance ?

Ans. Yes, the very same. The very same truth of Christ

Jeaus, the very same building of God in the Spirit, the very

same church is to be again brought forth ; but in greater

glory, that being now to be left out whereby the enemy

then entered ; and also degrees of beauty, strength and per

fection being to be added.

Quest. But surely a greater glory than that in the apos

tles' days is not to be expected ; nay, it ia not the belief of

many that ever that shall be restored.

Ans. This ariseth from the unbelief, and want of the

sight of the thing by the right eye in the true light. For

the travel of the eternal Spirit in its dispensation is towards

perfection; and after the darkness of antichrist, the bright

ness of the light of life is to shine more clear than ever, as

ia abundantly testified in the Scriptures (especially in the

book of the Revelations), and also seen by many in the clear

openings of the same eternal Spirit.

Quest. Are there any common commands given forth in

this dispensation?

Aus. Yes, unto all who are gathered in the Spirit of it.

They all feel the same common commands unto several

things, according to the nature and drift of this dispensa

tion.

Quest. What are they ?

Ans. They are many, and concern many things; to wit,

their meetings to worship and wait on the Lord, who hath

visited and gathered them; together with their way of wor

shipping, as also their converse and conversation amongst

men, &c., which are not easily specified : neither indeed are

they fit to be held forth to man's disputing wisdom; but to

be waited for in the Spirit, where the light of them is evi

dent, and the strength to perform them received and held.

Quest. But how may men know that these are true com
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mands of the Lord, and not imaginations or opinions of

their own ?

Ans. When the principle of life is known, and that which

God hath begotten felt in the heart, the distinction between

what God opens and requires there, and what springs up

in man's wisdom, reason, and imagination, is very mani

fest.

Quest. Are there particular commands to particular per

sons besides these?

Ans. As every heart hath its own particular state, which

is only fully known to the Spirit of the Lord, who is the

leader of the soul out of its darkness and captivity, and the

exerciser of it in what' he judgeth proper to its present

state; so the Lord giveth out particular commands us he

-pleaseth, either to do or forbear such a thing, us he jndgeth

it necessary for the soul.

Quest. How may these be known?

Ans. By condng into acquaintance with the Lord, and

the moving-sand voice of his Spirit. First, the quickenings

of the Spirit of the Lord arc to be received into the heart;

then the eye fixed, in that which is quickened, on him that

quickened it, and all the inward senses waiting upon him,

and exercised towards him. Tims the sheep come to know

the voice of the Shepherd, and to follow his leadings into

the pastures of life, and out of the paths and feedings of

death, and are drawn on by him towards any thing, or

stopped by him from any thing, at his pleasure.

Oh that the sons of men knew their God, and were gath

ered into any living dispensation by him, wherein they

might have the true sense and seeking of him! Oh that

men's souls were awakened to feel the want of the breath

of life from whence they came ! Oh that the seed of Israel

were redeemed by their God, that their glory and beanty in

his pure life might awaken the nations! O God, hasten

thy work in the world ! bring the glory and wisdom of man

into contempt, and bring forth thine own glory and wisdom

in its pure brightness.

Vol. II.— 26
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SOME

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

CONCERNING THE SEED OF ISRAEL, AND THB

TRUE CHURCH.

Quest. WHO are the seed of Israel?

Ans. they who are begotten of the Spirit and nature of

the eternal Father and fountain of life, out of the spirit and

nature of this world.

Quest. Are there such a seed in the earth?

Ans. Yea, and have always been, who have still been the

blessing of this world, though constantly hated and perse

cuted by it.

Quest. Why are they hated by the world?

Aus. Because they are not of the world, but faithful wit

nesses against it, testifying unto it, that its ways are evil,

and its end misery.

Quest. Why do they thus testify ?

Ans. It is their nature, and God calleth them thereunto.

He hath set up his light in their hearts, to shine forth in

the world, and scatter the darkness.

Quest. How do they scatter the darkness? Doth not the

darkness rather scatter thom?

Ans. The darkness doth indeed often prevail against

them outwardly, hunting and scattering them up and down

upon the face of the earth ; but they still prevail inwardly,

in the testimony of men's consciences, over the darkness;

who, at one time or other, are generally made to acknowl

edge in the secrets of their hearts that they are of God.

Quest. Why doth the Lord suffer it to be thus, that that

which is precious, and of him, should be trodden under foot

by that which is not of him ?

Ans. The Lord hath his season for the discovery of all
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things. He hath given the kingdom of darkness its time

ancTpower to reign over the just, and to keep the holy seed

in bondage and captivity; and he hath also appointed his

suffering seed its season of suffering in all ages and genera

tions. And by these, and through these, the nature of

each is discovered, their ends, and their suitableness to their

ends.

Quest. But shall this holy seed always suffer in this

world?

Ans. Nny, not so; for the Lord hath n day to raise the

just into dominion over the unjust, even here in this world.

Quest. When shall this be?

Ans. "When the malice and persecution of the enemies of

the pure seed arc filled up, and the measure of its sufferings

finished.

Quest. Where are this seed?

Ans. They are (as yet, for the generality) scattered up

and down under the face of the whole heaven. Not to be

found in a visible body gathered together; but scattered up

and down, here a few, and there a few; here one, and there

another.

Quest. Were they then once in a body?

Ans. Yea, they were once embodied : for after God had

cast off the natural seed, the Jews, he gathered the spir

itual seed, into a body, setting them as a city on a hill, and

making them the light of the world.

Quest. How came they afterwards to be scattered?

Ans. The dragon hath done this, God suffering him many

wavs to assanlt this building, and so far at length to prevail

over it, as even to scatter his church out of her built-state,

into a wilderness-state, where no eye can discern her any

more, but that which is of God. (Wait to read Rev. xii. in

the light of that Spirit which wrote it.)

Quest. Why did God suffer the dragon to prevail over so

precious and glorious u building?

Ans. Becanse there was somewhat of the power of dark

ness necessary to be made manifest, which could not be

otherwise so made manifest as by this its prevailing; and al
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so that he might show the necessity of, and make way for

the bringing forth of that, over which the power of dark

ness cannot prevail.

Quest. Is there then such a thing to be brought forth?

Ans. Yea, there is a church, there is a spiritual building,

against which the gates of hell can never prevail ; which ia

so united to the rock, that the powers of darkness can by

no means come between the rock and it.

Quest. Are this church and the church in the apostles'

days different, or the same?

An--.. This church hath been in all ages; but a more full

and perfect bringing forth in the apostles' days than in any

age before: yet not such a bringing forth outwardly, 113

might not bo driven back. And therefore did the Lord

suffer it to be assaulted and prevailed over, in that wherein

it was weak through the outwardness of it, that (after many

days) he might manifest his strength in bringing it forth

more perfectly.

Quest. Where hath this church been these many ages,

K'HICC the dragon's sore assault and overcoming it, as to its

outwardness?

Aus. In the wilderness. Rev. xii.

Quest. What wilderness? Any outward, visible wilder

ness?

Ans. It ia a parable, representing the scattered state of

the seed after God's presence was withdrawn from the visi

ble building, and it laid waste as to its life, and the appear

ances of his Spirit, and the dragon got into, and seated in,

the form, 2 Thess. ii. 4. then the seed and appearances of

God were to be found elsewhere, and not in those buildings.

Quest. How were those churches or buildings in the

apostles' days laid waste ?

Ans. The presence of the life and power makes the form

living; and no longer is it or can it be so, than the life and

power remain with it. Now they not abiding in the life

and in the power (the apostasy coming, spoken of, 2 Thess.

ii. 3.), the life and the power also withdrew from them, and

left them the dead form, into which the prince of death im
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mediately enters; and BO that which was a church unto

God while the life abode there, and they in the life, be

comes a synagogue of Satan, he entering into the dead

form, and being worshipped there in the dead form. So that

it is not any outward gathering or profession that makes

a church under the New Testament, but only the life and

power. That gathering which is in the life and power is a

true church; that which is not, is a synagogue of Satan, let

them profess what they will. For the living God dwells

in living temples only, and the prince of death dwells in all

the territories of death.

Quest. According to this rule there are, or have been,

few true churches of God in the world since the days of the

apostles.

Ans. The true church hath boon in a wilderness-state

since the days of the apostles. A scattered seed have her

children been, and she a widow forsaken; God providing a

place for the inward part of his building, and giving up the

outward part to the formal spirit, to the possession of the

powers of darkness. Read TRev. xi. 1, 2. The Lord, by

the withdrawing of his Spirit, took down his own building,

gave up the outward court to the Gentiles, removed the in

ward temple, altar, and worshippers into the wilderness.

And since that time, men have built many buildings, in the

imitation of that which God built (every sort according to

their skill, and reasonings of their wisdom about the thing);

but they are not the same building. But the true building,

the true church, is reproached by all these builders, and

not known to be the thing, because hid from their eye.

Quest. When shall this true church appear again?

Ans. When God, who gave her the wings of an eagle to

fly into the wilderness, bringeth her the same wings again

to fly out. Then shall she come forth clothed with the sun

again, with the moon under her feet, and with her crown

of stars.

Quest. How may it appear that those present buildings

which are to be found in the world are not the true

churches?

26*
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Ans. Because they are built by men, and their strength

stands not in the demonstration and power of the Spirit,

but in the wisdom and power of man; take away that, they

soon crumble and moulder of themselves. Besides, they

are not clothed with the sun, have not the moon under

their feet, nor know not the travail to bring forth the man-

ohild, which the true church knows even in the wilderness.

Quest. Why do men keep such buildings, and not rather

mourn after the true building of God, which is built and

preserved in the light and power of his Spirit?

Ans. Antichrist's time ia not yet fully ended, nor tbe

mists wherewith he blinds men's eyes scattered, nor the

oup of his fornications (which makes every one drunk and

besotted as to the sight and knowledge of the true church,

which drinks of it) t;iken from men's lips.

Quest. How may [ know the true church?

Ans. By being born of Clod's Spirit, and looking with

that eye which he gives to' those whom he begets in that

light of life which shincth from his presence: here his holy

church and true spouse is discerned and distinguished from

all false resemblances, and vain pretenders.

Quest. Are there then many resemblances of the trno

c.hurch, and pretenders to be such, which are not so indeed?

Ans. Yes ; there is the mother of harlots. Rev. xvii. 5.

and her many daughters ; all which pretend to be the true

churches of Christ, but want that life in themselves, and

that union in spirit with him, which alone can make such.

Quest. What makes a true church?

Ans. That alone which makes a spiritual body, and

which unites that body to the head. There must be a true

nature, and the union of that nature to the head, or there

cannot be a marriage in spirit to the Lamb. Now the true

church ia Christ's spouse, bone of his done, and Jksh of his

Jksh, as truly of the seed of Abraham after the spirit, as the

Jews were after the flesh. And s« he that saith he is a Jew,

but wanteth the true circumcision of the heart and spirit,

doth but lie, and is not indeed so ; so they that say they arc a

i:hitrcht but want the nature of the church, they also lie, und
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are not a true gathering of Christians out of the world, but

a synagogue of Satan, still abiding and worshipping in the

spirit of the world. Rev. ii. 9, and chap. iii. 9.

Quest. May not the true church be known by outward,

visible marks, as most persons describe and neck to find and

distinguish her by?

Ana. No ; not possibly in her wilderness state, nor hardly

in her bui It-state.

Quest. Why not possibly in her wilderness-state?

Ana. Becanse there she is stripped of them, and the har

lots, or false churches, are clothed with them. Mark tho

thing:— In tho very apostles' days, the false ministers and

false Christians got into the form, and denied the power. 2

Tim. iii. o. Xow after a season God leaves the form to

them, liev. xi. 2. gathering his church out of that appear

ance into the hidden power. Here is the wilderness into

which the church fled; the life, the power, which before ap

peared in the form, being withdrawn and separated from the

form, and the living seed gathered into it, and worshipping

in it. And who can now lind the church, or learn the wor-

ahip? Here the eye of the seed is tried, and the wisdom of

the spirit of the true disciple. And here, ever since, all the

world have been jangling about the form, while the true

witnesses have been mourning after the power, testifying

concerning the power, and enjoying what was to bo given

forth of it, in the present way of its dispensation in the wil

derness.

Quest. Why hardly in her built-state?

Ana. Becanse even then such variety of resemblances

and likenesses of the true church maybe built, as cannot be

distinguished from the true itself by any outward marks.

There were in the apostles' days false apostles, /also minis

ters, and false churches; which, though they appeared as

the apostles of Christ, as ministers of righteousness, as the

churches of Christ, yet they were not so, but false prophets,

deceitful workers, and synagogues of Satan. Now they

which intend to deceive, appear most exactly in the form,

and with the outward marks, if need require; and that
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which is true and substantial, is not so regardful of the out

ward form, but minds the inward life, truth and substance.

He therefore that judges by the form and outward marks,

cannot but judge that to be the true spouse which appears

most in the form, and with the outward marks, and so is

very liable to be deceived and err, by judging some of the

false churches to be true, and the true to be false.

Quest. AVhat am I to do when I know the true church?

Ans. To wait in that which gives to be a member of it,

and gives true" union with it, whether it be in the wilder

ness-state, or in its built-statc. For the same Spirit, which

begets the child in the true life, will also lead to the church;

and in that wisdom which is from above the true church

will never be missed of; but in the earthly reasonings and

guessings of man's wisdom, God's church (or New Testa

ment building in the power of his Spirit) is easily missed.

And ho that misseth of this, and is out of the pale of it, is it

possible he should meet with the true salvation? "He that

hath an ear to hear, let him hear; " and he that hath but so

much as the heart of a man, let him consider, for the thing

is of great weight, and of deep concernment to the soul.

Well: have but patience awhile, and the true church

(which God's Spirit builds) shall be known, and all the

false churches of men's building shall be known also. And

that which God hath built shall have the power from God,

and the praise among men ; and all the Babylonish buildings

of man's confused spirit, and inconsistent wisdom, shall

vanish away like smoke, and become a stink in all nostrils.

For strong is the Lord God of heaven and earth, who IB

confounding Babylon in all her gaudy attire, and glorious

appearances, and raising up his Zion out of the dust.

Amen, haUetujah!
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SOME

FURTHER QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

CONCERNING THE REED OF ISRAEL.

Quest. OUT of what womb doth the seed of Israel spring!

Ana. Out of the nature of eternal life, out of the bosom

of eternal love, out of the Jerusalem which is above, which

is free, and the mother of all that are born of the Spirit.

Quest. By what covenant are the children of Israel

brought up?

Ana. By the covenant of faith in the love of the Father,

which gives life and strength to obey.

Quest. Is there obedience required in the new covenant?

Ans. Yes; the obedience of faith, the subjection of the

nature and heart of the child, to the nature and will of the

Father; which is as fully natural in the substance as it can

be represented in any figure or shadow.

Quest. What if thore be disobedience?

Ans. The seed itself cannot disobey; but the vessel in

which it is sown, and to which it is united, may prove weak,

frail, brittle, yea, sometimes stubborn ; the weight and chas

tisement whereof the seed also bears, and in patient suffer-

ing helps and cleanses the vessel through the virtue of the

blood of Jesus, which is felt in the seed which comes from

Jesus. And here is the blood of sprinkling known in the

soul, which cleanses the conscience from dead works, and

washes away the iniquity thereof.

Quest. Can any fall from this covenant?

Ans. The covenant is with the seed for ever, and with

the seed's seed also is it firm ; but the streamings forth of

the light of the covenant do not always beget a seed, but

only sometimes set man's nature on work, drawing forth

the faith, love, and obedience thereof. Now this will not
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hold. All flesh is grass, and at one time or other will fade

and wither; but there must be a being begotten of the

Word, to live and abide for ever.

Quest. How is this begetting?

Ans. In the weakening of man's strength day by day, and

raising up the seed, which seed gives life and strength to

him that is weakened in the manhood.

Quest. How is this done?

Ans. First by drawmg forth what is in the man, and then

by trying its strength, distressing the man with exercises

beyond him. Thus the working man is brought down by

the requiringa of the law, they being too hard for him, and

the believing seed is raised up; who, in the virtue of the

living faith (whereof he receiveth supplies from the breath

of eternal life), fulfils the righteousness of the law in the

man, and also communicates a righteousness of a higher

nature unto him.

Quest. Why doth God take this course with man?

Ans. It is proper and natural. How can a higher prin

ciple be raised in man, but by the death of the former?

And how can the former die, but by such exercises, trials,

and distresses as are proper to wear out the strength of its

nature, and bring it into the nothingness, where that which

is, springs up; when it hath brought down that which ap

peared, but was not?

Oh! who can understand God's works in the world?

Who can read the mystery of life and death in man ? Oh,

what a Worm is man before his God ! What is his nature?

In what state is he able to walk with his God? God can

keep covenant with man in any kind of dispensation ; but

man still fails: his heart deceives him, and he is not able to

attain unto, or maintain any considerable proportion of,

happiness to his soul by his covenant.

Quest. What is man's covenant?

Ans. That which his nature desires of God to make him

happy. That light, that counsel, that strength, that pres

ence which his nature think.-• sufficient, will not carry him

through. Nay, let God show grace and mercy, and add
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helps unto him in the riches of his love, yet this will not do.

How doth man fall in every dispensation, where there is

any stress laid on this covenant, though God is able to be a

father and a husband therein !

Quest. What is God's covenant?

Ana. That which his nature sees needful to make man

happy in him, and to keep man in the enjoyment of his

happiness. This, so far as it is dispensed, carries through;

and when it is dispensed perfectly, will bring forth the per

fect redemption and happiness of the creature.

Now then that soul that would travel towards life eternal ;

First, Wait to feel a principle of life awakened, raised

up, sown in thy earth by the living God.

Secondly, Wait to receive all the light of life in every

kind, that the Father of lights shall please to canse to shine

in thy heart, from this principle.

Thirdly, Be content to be tried and distressed, and have

thy strength broken day by day, and thy wisdom con

founded, that thou mayest sink into, and pass away in, the

weakness and foolishness which the Lord will bring upon

thee, before the wisdom and strength of his life appear in

thee.

Fourthly, Keep thine eye and heart on the grace that

first visited thee, that there thy footing may be, and thy

hopes fastened. Oh ! receive the light still from the hand

of grace, and look up thither for strength to obey the light;

that the earthly man get not a life in the obedience, and

thou forget the grace, and thy need of Christ, the anointed

of the Lord ; and so thou live on what thou hast received

from God, and not Christ live in thee ; and look upon thy

working obedience as the righteousness, and feel not the

righteousness of Christ, which is the free justification of his

life and power, washing away the guilt of the ungodly!

Ah! narrow is the path that leads unto life; none can

enter in at it, but the Seed, and the Seed's seed; even that

which dies in the creatureship, in the principle which

Adam received from the Lord, and springs up in the nature

and being of this seed.
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Read this, O travellers towards the holy land, with the

eye which God creates ! that ye may run certainly in his

begettings, in his creatings, in his leadings towards his land

of eternal rest; even in the certain law and power of his

endless life, and not in the uncertain reasoning, imagin

ings, and guessing at things by the human understanding.
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TO

ALL SUCH AS COMPLAIN THAT THEY WANT

P 0 W E R:

NOT APPLYING THEMSELVES TO YIELD SUBJECTION TO WHAT OK

GOD IS MADE MANIFEST IN THEM, UPON A PRETENCE

OF WAITINU FOll POWER SO TO DO.

THE Lord God of eternal power, who made man in his

own image, he streteheth forth his arm to save and redeem

his lost creature; it is his power alone that cifecteth the

work of redemption ; he quickeneth man, who is dead in

trespasses and sins; he keepeth alive, and leadeth on the

quickened soul in the path of life; he conquereth, seatter-

eth, and subdueth all the enemies round about th,e soul.

even all the lusts, corruptions, and temptations, which lead

unto, and entangle in, perdition.

Yet the Lord God requireth somewhat of the man whom

he saveth, without which being found in man, and returned

to him from man, he saveth him not.

Quest. What doth he require of man ?

Aus. He requireth of mun repentance, faith, and obedience.

That he should turn at his call, from the darkness to the

light; that he should trust in, and eleave to, the light, but

believe the spirit of darkness no more; and lastly, That he

>hould obey the light, follow the light, walk in the foot

steps of the living towards the land of light; work tiic

works of God in the light.

Quest. How ean man do this?

Ans. Of himself he cannot: but being touched, being

quickened bv the eternal power, being turned by a secret

Vol. II.— 27
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virtue and stirring of the life in his heart, then he can turn

towards that which turneth him. Being drawn by the life,

by the power; he can follow after the life, and after the

power. Finding the sweetness of the living vine, and his

xoul made alive by the sap of the vine, his heart can now

cleave to, and abide hi, the vine, and bring forth the fruit

of the living faith and obedience to the husbandman, who

daily dresseth the hoart, that waiteth in the living principle

for farther life from the fountain, that it may bring forth

the fruits of life more and more.

Now mark: Is it possible for any man to come to the

eternal rest, that travels not in the path ? Or is there any

path, but the repentance, faith, and obedience of the living

spirit; even of the child begotten by the eternal power,

who is taught by the Father to abide and walk in the life

and in the power?

God putteth forth his hand all the day long, to feteh home

lost man. He hath given him a talent, a living talent.

which is able to work man into life, and to bring forth the

the fruits of life in man. Man overlooks the talent, join?

not his heart to it, brings not forth the fruits of life to the

giver, but cries he wants power; and what is he? What can

he do ? Can he cleanse his own heart ? Can he kill his corrup

tions 1 Can he quicken himself? &c.

Now mark again. There are several dispensations of

God to mankind; in all which, man (of himself) falls short

of the life, of the power, of the glory, and comes under con

demnation. God lays the blame on man, for not hearken

ing, for not believing, for not walking with him. Man

lavs the blame on God, and eays he wants power. Look

on him who is not obedient to the light, which he cannot

but confess to shine ili his heart, and often to reprove hint:

ask him why he doth not obey it? Is not this his plea;

that he ifants power? Now let men consider, will this stand

before the throne of God? This is the condemnation, that

men do not believe the light of life, do not obey the gospel

of our Lord Jesus Christ, do not trust and follow the light

which would lead them to life, but trust and follow the
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darkness, which leads into death, and into everlasting con

demnation. Their plea is, they ica/d pwer .to lt'- do. Is this

true?

I confess the power doth not so flow forth to man, .as

man expects it; hut the power of life works man out of

death in a mystery, and begins in him as weakness. There

is all the strength, all the power of the enemy, against the

work of God in the heart. There is but a little thing (like

a grain of mustard-seed), a weak thing, a foolish thing-,

even that which is not (to man's eye), to overcome all this :

and yet in this is the power. And here is the great deceit

of man; he looks for a great, manifest power in or upon

him to begin with, and doth not see how the power is in

the little weak stirrings of life in the heart, in the rising up

of somewhat against the mighty strength of corruption in

him; which he returning towards, cleaving to, and waiting-

upon the Lord in. the strength of the Lord will be made

manifest in its season, and he will be drawn nearer and

nearer to the Lord, and his enemies be overcome and fall he

knows not how. But he that waits for such a mighty ap

pearance of power at first, looking so to begin, and after

that manner to be preserved and carried on, can never m

this capacity so much as walk in the path eternal: nor is

not in the way of receiving the power, which springs up as

weakness, and leads on and overcomes enemies in a myste

rious way of working, and not in such a manifest and direct

way of conquest, as man's wisdom expects.

The seed of the kingdom is sown man knows not how.

even by a sound of the eternal Spirit, which he is not a fit

jndge of; and it grows up he knows not how; and the

power appears and works in it, in a way that he is not

aware of. He looks for the kingdom, the power, and the

life, in a way of his observation, answerable to the thoughts

and expectations of his heart. But thus it never comes; but

in the way of its own eternal motion, it springs in the hearts

of many, and they overlook the thing, and turn from it

daily, not knowing its proper way of appearance, but ex

pecting it some other way. And thus the enemy holds
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thom in the bands of death, and they arc r-aptivcs in the

strange land, refusing the Prince of life, in his daily offers

of life, because they look not for him thus, but after another

way and manner. And till this eye of observation be put

out -in them, they can never clearly see the appearance of

the Saviour to them, nor feel the efficacy of his saving of

them from that, from which none but he can deliver.

Now for the sakes of such as arc single-hearted, and vet

withheld from the enjoyment of the life of God and of his

pure power, through a way of wrong expecting it; I shall

Kay a little concerning the operation of the power in quick

ening and leading on the quickened soul, as also concern

ing the way of its springing up in the heart, and the ne

cessity of this way. I myself was long withheld from

obedience to the light eternal, in its low appearance of dis

covering and convincing of sin, through this very deceit,

believing that my condition required the manifest appear

ance of a very great power to help me; and so when sin

overcame me, I did only mourn over it, crying after and

waiting for power, but was kept from joining with, and

cleaving to that, wherein the power springs up and manifests

itself according to its own pleasure, quite contrary to the

way of man's expectation.

The. operafions of the power are divers and gradual, accord

ing to the condition and necessity of the soul whom it visits,

and reacheth forth its hand unto.

1. There is a discovery of the darkness, and of the erring

of the heart from God. This is power; for this should

never be in any heart, could all the powers of darkness

there withstand it.

'2. There is a rising of the heart against the evil, with a

desire of deliverance from it, and of the springing up of

the good in such power as might conquer it. This is & fur

ther appearance of power than the former, and a good be

ginning towards believing or joining with the redeeming

urm, which all the powers of darkness (with all manner of

subtlety) endeavor to divert the heart from.

3. There is an upright frame of spirit begotten, and a



ISAAC 1'ENINGTON. 317

truth of heart formed towards the Lord; from which de

sires, and cries, and groans after his life and presence, and

for deliverance from the encmy, and from under the power

of his deceit, spring more and more.

4. There is a fear begotten in the heart of being deceived

bv the enemy, of being drawn from the feeling of, and pant

ing after, the life and power of God.

5. There is a hope and trust in the Lord's goodness and

mercy, with a daily wailing for hie appearance, for the

manifestation of his Spirit and pure presence, and for the

springings up of his fresh life and precious virtue.

6. There are overturuinga of the enemy, battering down

his strong-holds, breaking of many snares, beating back of

manv furious assanlts, and cansing the plant of life to grow

up, and trinmph over all the powers of darkness.

7. There are secret stayings and upholdings of the heart

in the hour of darkness, when God sees necessary to let

forth the power thereof upon the soul, and to eclipse his

own power. When the enemy buffets, tempts, prevails,

and gets ground upon the soul, is drawing it back under

the veil, even into the pit, and nothing appears near to stop

it, or rescue the soul from death, and from the power of the

grave, but the sting thereof enters and deeply wounds the

.•toul; yet even then the power is near, secretly upholding,

preserving, and watehing over the soul ; and waiting for the

proper season of deliverance. "Nevertheless I am continu

ally with thee, thou hast holdon me by my right hand,'' said

David, when his i'oet had almost slipped into the grievous

snare of desperate unbelief, and murmuring against God's

dealings with him and the rest of his people.

Many more operations of the power might be mentioned,

even of its tabernacling and glorious appearing in some vea-

aels in various way.-i, both delighting itself in the heart, and

also filling the heart with delight and joy in the pure life:

but these thing are better enjoyed and sweetly felt, in the

silence of the fleshly part, than spuken of to the ear which

is not fit to hear the sound thereof.

27*
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Secondly, The way of the power's springing up in the heart :

which is,

1. In its turning from the darkness, in the faith, and in

the pure obedience which flows from the faith. For as the

sou! turns from tho power of darkness and death, towards

the power of the eternal Spirit of light; so the power meets

it, embraces it, appears to it, and manifests itself in it. pro

portionable to its present capacity and condition. And as

the soul, being touched with the living virtue, gives itself

up to believe, and to trust the power which draws; so the

power manifests itself in the heart, according to the propor

tion of the faith which the eternal virtue hath begotten

there. And as the soul in the faith gives itself up to obey,

MO the power appeal's and work* the obedience. For we can

do nothing of ourselves; but being called, being drawn, be

ing required to do that which is far beyond our .strength.

and giving up thereto; the life springs, the power appear*,

which does the work. This the J'hilipians had experience

of, to whom the apostle gave that exhortation ; "Work out

Tour own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God

which worketh in you, both to will and to do of his good

pleasure." It is the unbeliever hangs back, and cries where

shall I have power? But the faith follows the moving and

drawing of the (Spirit, and the power never fails the faith.

Uut that which cries, how shall I get out of Egypt? Which

'Mi/ shall [ i-.r-cr la able to pasa through this intricate wilderness?

How shall I overcome thote mighty enemies, which already hare

/he possession of the land I should inherit, and are strongly fenced

in it, and mighty in strength to kwp their hold thereof? This is

not the right seed, this is not the irue Israel, for whom tho

everlasting inheritance of the life and of the pure power is

prepared.

•2. Under the cross, under the yoke to the corrupt (yea.

and to the very natural), the power springs. The false birth

would have the power spring in a way pleasing to itself; at

the time its wisdom sees necessary, and in the way its will

would have it; but the power springs up according to iu'

own wisdom, at its own time, and after its own way. When
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the man would have it, then it flies from him; and when i;

is not expected, nor perhaps desired (at least in thut way

wherein it chooses to appear), then it springs up and puts

i'orth itself. Most men, that have felt any thing of God.

cannot but desire his life and power; hut most ily the cross.

wherein it hath chosen to appear; and so they can never

meet with it, hut are still complaining for the want of it.

In the power is the ease, the rest of the gospel. Take TH;I

yoke upon you, and learn of me, saith Christ, and ye shall find

. th.t'. rest which flows from the power. This made Panl rejoice in

the cross of Christ, whereby the fleshly lusts were brought

down in him ; and the life and eternal power sprang in the

seed of the kingdom: for under the cross the seed grows

up and flourishes, and the flesh withers and dies. And as

the power of flesh and death wastes, so the power of Spirit

und life increases.

'•,. The power springs under the fear, and in the upright

ness and love which God hath begotten. 1 put these to

gether, for there is a close unity between them. The fear

is the dwelling of the upright heart, and the love is within

the fear, He that distrusts himself, feels his own nothing

ness, finds no power to do any thing God requireth, and

yet also fears to stay behind the light of God's Spirit, in

any thing it requires, and so finds a putting on forwards in

the faith; in him the power delights to appear, He that

would feel strength before-hand, and act in the sense of

that strength, from him the power withdraws; but he that

i> weak, and hath no strength, but still as it freely drops

into him from moment to moment, this is the' vessel the

power rhooseth to manifest itself to, and to he continually

appearing in. This is the new covenant, "1 tvill put my

fear in their hearts." And where the fear of the new cove

nant is found, so much life, power, and eternal virtue, as

is necessary for the present state of that heart, cannot he far

ofi'. So in the llftright-fiearted, in the heart that is true to

iiod, the power of deceit cannot dwell, but the power of

truth delights to fill it, in u way suitable to the state of the

spirit, and so as may be seen by the eye of tho spirit, and
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folt by the spiritual sense. And in the love is the constrain

ing power, which constrains from the evil path, from the

path of unbelief and disobedience, into the path of life.

Thirdly. The neccssity of this way of the sprisging vp of thf

/wwer, and not in such a manifest way as man's heart de

sires, and as man's eye expects.

It is necessary in several respects. In respect of God, in

reference to the creature, and in reference to the soul's

enemies.

1. In, respect of God. It ia necessary that his power and

life should spring up in the creature in its own way, accord

ing to the counsel of his own wisdom, suitable to his own.

nature, and not in the way which the creature chalks out.

and expects it in. God must he like himself, and walk in

his own path in every thing he does. He is a God that

hideth himself in the mystery of his working, throughout

the whole track of man'? redemption : and man must bo

wrought out of himself, out of his own thoughts, expecta

tions, gathered apprehensions concerning the kingdom and

way to life, and led in a path he doth not know (nor ever

itau know any longer than he is in it); and in ways he hath

not bean acquainted with. The way of life is still new,

every moment fresh and living; and the earthly part ot'

those, who may have in some measure felt the power of r•v

generation, cannot know it, nor walk in it. Consider this.

() ye that fence yourselves against the present appearance of

the Spirit; and against the convictions, demonstration-,

and drawings of its eternal light and power, by somewhat

which ye have formerly felt and known.

2. Is reference to the ereature, the power of God must

needs appear thus hiddenly, and in such a mysterious way.

1. That (he creature might go through all those exercises

of spirit, which are necessary to fit it for its inheritance in

the holy land. There are straits, wants, trials, temptations,

inward weaknesses, butfetings from the enemy, withdraw-

ings of the life, &c., God seoth necessary to exercise the

spirits of his with, that he might fit them for himself, and

tor a safe enjoyment of his life in fulness; which could not
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be, if there were such a manifest power to begin with, and

continually at hand, to perform all in and for the soul, a*

many men wait for, and think necessary to have.

2. That the fleshly part might be thoroughly worn out

and destroyed. When the power appears and works might

ily in the soul, there is somewhat apt to get up, to exult

himself by the power, and to abuse the power; and if the

power were not withdrawn, and this tormented and fam

ished in the absence of the power, and in the withdrawing

of the sweet appearance of life, a wrong thing would be

stealing into the inheritance, and the soul would never be

thoroughly purified, nor come to a pure enjoyment of the

power. Therefore doth the Lord appear in this mysterious

way, that the promise might be sure to the seed; that the seed

which is the right heir of the power, might come alone to

inherit the power, and the false birth not touch the least

enjoyment of it, but feel the bitter strokes of death and de

struction from it. What had become of Panl, if he had had

power to resist the buifetings of the enemy, as he desired '{

Would not his fleshly part have remained in the exaltation,

and not have been brought down ? 2. Cor. xii. 7.

3. In reference to the enemy. The enemy could never be

wholly conquered, his strong holds in the heart broken

down, and the redemption from under his hand perfected,

were it not for this mysterious way of the appearing 'and

working of the power, even out of the sight of man's eye,

and contrary to his will and expectation. For had man

such a power as he desires, still present with him; had he

faith in his power, or obedience in his power, or could he

take up the cross in his power, or have strength to fight

against the enemy as he desires and expects, the enemy

would still find entrance into him, and keep his hold of

him. But God, who knoweth the state of the creature,

with the strength and passages of the enemy into man, by

working with his mighty power in man according to his

own will, and in the way of his own wisdom (contrary to

what man can desire or expect, but as he is taken into, and

comprehended in, the eternal will), carries on hia work
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sweetly, and safely, and perfects the salvation of those who

will not, who run not, who desire not to he any thing, but

wait to feel and know his power, and to become subject to

it, and lie under, even in the lowest way of its manifestation

and appearance.

Obj. This may be true in the ordinary way of redemp

tion of souls; but there are deep captivities (even the cap

tivity of Babylon inwardly, spiritually) which surely will

need a very great appearance of the power of God to deliver

out of; and what can that soul do, but wait there under

the captivity, until the mighty power arise?

Ans. It is true: the power must needs be very great, and

the appearance of it wonderful, which delivers out of such

captivity; but yet the beginnings of it may be small, and

out of the sight of that eye which looks and waits for so

great an appearance. Hast thou not light enough already

to begin thy travel out of Babylon? Hast thou begun thy

travel ? Dost thou walk. in the light which shineth upon

thee in that dark land, to gather and lead thee out of it?

Or wilt thou not begin to come out, till the very glory and

brightness of Zion shine upon thoc? If there be but light

and power enough to lead thee one step out of the land of

darkness and confusion of spirit, towards obedience to the

lowest or meanest truth, that i» sufficient for thee at pres

ent; and as thou art found faithful here, more will spring

in thee; but if thou stop here (or at any time after thou

hast begun, and made some progress, because of any thing

which fallcth out contrary to thy expectation), then that

which should lead thee on, and strengthen thee, stops also;

and thou mectest not with that which is found and enjoyed

by others in the way, because thou passest not on in it, but

balkest thy proper path, judging somewhat more necessary

towards thy beginning or progress. than the Lord judgeth,

or yet seeth fit to impart to thee.

Thus the enemy betrays thee, and holds thee in his

chains, which might be loosed and ca^t off by little and

little, didst thou singly give up to the little appearance of

that light and power which is able to unbind them, and
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not expect more at first (or afterwards) than the Lord hath

allotted for thy present condition. And let me tell theethio

from certain knowledge and experience; that thou, who

hast been high, and hast tasted much of God, but hast abused

it, and fed the wrong part with it, both in thyself and oth

ers; thou must be brought lower than the rest, and for

a long season be kept lower; that the pure seed (which

hath deeply been buried in thee) may overgrow and sink-

all thy knowledge, experiences, and observations, concern

ing the eternal life, and its way of appearance, which for

merly thou hadst some true taste of, but now boldest out of

the life.

Thou must come down, thou must become nothing by

degrees, thou must lie at the foot of the reprovings of that

light, which thou thinkest thou hast gone far beyond, and

be glad of a little help now .and then in the lowliness and

humility of thy heart, which must not choose what appear

ance and manifestation it will have from God, before it will

begin to follow him, but be glad of ever so little, that the

infinite wisdom sees good- to give forth by the hand of his

mercy.

Whoever have been high, and are still waiting and ex

pectmg in the heights of their own wisdom and observations

concerning the kingdom, let them take heed of despising thr

day of smatt things, and know that their proper beginning

(yea the very path of eternal life itself) lies in the iowness,

in the humility, even in that nothingness which bows be

fore the least light Of the day, and with gladness of heart

enters into, and walks in it. For this I certainly know;

the wise, the observing eye, the vast comprehending heart.

which waits for such an extraordinary power, judging it can

not begin following the light, which daily appears to check

anil reprove, without some great manifest appearance xif

power; this cannot see the low little path of life, which is

proper for it to walk in, and to the end whereof it must

travel, if ever it comc to sit down in the kingdom, or to in

herit the power of the endless life. Precious is the dispen

sation of this age, great ia the power and glory which is
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arising; but the wise and knowing of this age are shut ont

of it, as they have been out of the life and truth of the dis

pensations of God in all ages. Happy is he who is not

above that, wherewith God visiteth his soul to redeem it.

POSTSCRIPT.

THAT persons, who have not travelled into the land of

life, want power, that is out of doubt. The state of Israel

in its travels is a state of weaknesses and wants. How can

they in the wilderness hut want that which is to be pos

sessed in the Holy Land? But dost thou want power to

begin the travel with ? Dost thon want what proportion of

power the Lord sees necessary for thee in thy present estate?

Is there nothing at all discovered to thee which is contrary

to God, either in thy heart or in thy conversation or in thy

worship, which thou dost not so much as strive to give up

to the Lord in, waiting upon him for his power and strength

to appear in helping thee? The light appears to discover

and lead out of the darkness: now in giving up to the light,

;md not doubting but that which calls and draws out will

give strength, and enable to come ont, the power is met

with unawares. Hut (hat which stands gazing and looking

out after a iiowcr, which it expects to meet with, before it

will so much as begin to follow the light; that cannot but

abide in the captivity, and miss of that power which re-

deemeth from it. Therefore,

1. Wait to feel the light of life discovering and drawing

from the evil: and let it choose what it shall please first to

discover and draw from. And though it be little, and very

inconsiderable in thine eyes, yet dispute not, but where the

light first begins to lead, do thou there begin to follow.

Then in this waiting and subjecting to the manifestations

of the light, out of the self-will, self-wisdom, self-knowledge,

solt-judgment, in the lowliness and abaeedness of the mind
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and spirit before the Lord, the begettings of life in the light

are felt, and the renewing into his pure image.

Afterwards that which is begotten (and begun to be re

newed in the divine image) is by degrees taught more dis

tinctly to know, discern, and walk in the path of life.

And after this, to that which is thus begotten, and taught

the living faith and obedience (which is wrought by the

mighty power of God, though running in a low, secret^ hid

den way, from the eye of the creature), the great power is

revealed, and he grows strong in the power for God, and

against the enemies of his soul; and by this strength and

feeling of God's presence, they fail daily and confinually before

him, and then his victory over them goes on with joy.

But he that stops at first may grow wise and conceited,

concerning the things of the kingdom after the flesh, and

raay hope for great things at last; but by the deceit of the

subtlety, is kept out of the living path, wherein they are to

be waited for, reaped, and enjoyed.

Now for the encouragement of such as are willing to

travel on in the weakness, yielding up their members to the

present manifestation of the light, and waiting for the fur

ther appearance of the power; it is on mjd heart to add a

letter of a dear friend and brother of mine in the truth,

who hath been a deep traveller and fcllow-sufforer with me

formerly, before this help came forth from the throne of

Ciod, since the day-spring from on high hath vouchsafed to

visit us, and to guide our feet in the way of everlasting

peace.

The LETTFK is as followeth:—

Dear Friend,

•' My dear and tender love salutes thee, in that love from

whence I had my being, and from whence sprang all my

Father's children, who are born from above, heirs of an

everlasting inheritance. Oh! how sweet and pleasant are

the pastures which my Father causcth all his sheep to

teed in; there is variety of plenty in his pastures, milk for

babes, and strong meat for them of riper age, and wine to

refresh those that are ready to faint, even the wine of the

Vol. II.— 28
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kingdom, that makes glad the heart, when it ia ready to

faint by reason of the infirmities. Sure I am, none can be

so weary, but he takes care of them ; nor none so nigh faint

ing, but he puts his arm under their heads; nor none can

be so beset with enemies on eveiy Hide, but he will arise

mid scatter; nor none so heavy laden and big with young,

but he takes notice of them, and gently leads them, and

will not leave them behind unto the merciless wolf, because

they are his own, and his life is the price of their redemp

tion, and his blood of their ransom ; and if they be so young

that they cannot go, he carries them in his arms; and when

they can feel nothing stirring after him, his bowels yearn

after them; so tender is this good Shepherd after his flock.

I can tell, for I was as- one that went astray, and wandered

upon the barren mountains; and when Ihad wearied myself

with wandering, I went into the wilderness, and there I

was torn as with briars, and pricked as with thorns, some

times thinking this was the way, and sometimes concluding

that was the way, and by and by concluding all was out of

the way; and then bitter mourning came upon me, and

weeping for want of the interpreter; for when I sought to

know what waAhe matter, and where I was, it was too hard

tor me. Then I thought I would venture on some way

where it was most likely to find a lost God, and I would

pcay with them that prayed, and fast with them that fasted,

and mourn with them that mourned, if by any means I

might come to rest, but found it not, until I came to see the

candle lighted in my own house, and my heart swept from

those thoughts, and imaginations, and willing*, and run

nings, and to die unto them all, not heeding of them, but

watehing against them, lest I should let my mind go a whor

ing after them. And here I dwelt for a time us in a deso

late land uninhabited, where I sat alone as a sparrow upon

the house-top, and was hunted up and down like a part

ridge upon the mountains, and could rest nowhere, but

pome lust or thought or other followed me at the heels, and

disquieted me night and day, until I came to know him in

whom waa rest, and no occasion of stumbling, in wham the
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devil hath no part; and he became unto me as a hiding-

place from tho storms, and from the tempests. Then camo

my eyes to see my Saviour, and my sorrow fled away, and he

became made unto me all in all, my wisdom, my righteous

ness, and my sanctification ; in whom I was and am com

plete, to the praise of the riches of his grace and goodness

that endures for ever. Therefore be not discouraged, O

thou tossed as with tempests! nor dismayed in thyself; be

canse thou seest such mighty hosts of enemies rising up

against thee, and besetting thee on every side: for none

was so beset and tried, and tempted, as the true Seed was,

who was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. But

be thou still in thy mind, and let tho billows pass over, and

wave upon wave; and fret not thyself because of them,

neither bo cnat down, as if it should never be otherwise

with thee: sorrow comes ut night, but joy in the morning;

and the days of thy mourning shall be over, and the accuser

will God cast out for ever. For therefore was J afflicted,

and not comforted, and tempted, and tried, for this end,

that I might know how to speak a word in doc season, un

to those who arc tempted and afflicted as I once was; as it

was said unto me in that day when Borrow lay heavy upon

me. Therefore be not disconsuluted, neither give heed un

to the reasonings jtnd disluitings of thy own heart; nor the

fears that rise therefrom, bnt be strong in the faith, bclicv-

ing in the light which lets thee see them, and his grace

thou wilt know to be sufficient for thee, mid his strength to

be made perfect in thy weakness. And so thou rather wilt

glory in thy infirmities, that hif power may rest upon thee,

than in thy earnest desires to be rid of them; for by these

things thou wilt come to live in the life of God, and joy in

God. and glory in tribulation, when thou bust learned in

all conditions to be contented; and through trials, and deep

exercises, is the way to learn this lesson. These things in

dear love to thee I have written, being somewhat sensible of

thy condition, and the many sn:;res then art daily liable un

to; therefore wateh that thou fall nrtt into'lemptation, and
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my God and Father keep thee in the arms of eternal love,

over all, unto the end, unto his praise; Amen.

John Crooke."

SOME QUERIES

TO THB

Strict and zealous professors of this age (such aa stick in

the letter, but are strangers to the life and power),

to provoke them to jealousy,

Lest the heathen and open sinners outstrip them,

and enter into the kingdom of the pure,

everlasting light before them.

Query I. WHETHER God, since the fall of man from the

purity and glory of his state, doth truly and really desire

the salvation of all mankind; and so would have them

come to the knowledge of the truth, that they might be-

liove it, receive it, walk in it, and so obtain salvation there

by? Or whether he would have only some few of them to

receive it, and be saved, and the rest to perish?

Query II. If God would have all men to be saved, and

come to the knowledge of the truth, which is the means of

salvation, then whether there is sufficient done by God to

Convey the knowledge of his truth to all men, so as they

may come to the knowledge thereof and be saved? Or

whether there is such a defect on God's part, that t>omc

men never had sufficient means to come so far to the knowl

edge of his truth, aa that they might come into that way of

salvation thereby ?

Query III. Though God doth please to add superabun

dant means, in the riches of his grace, towards some, mort

than others; as to the Jews under the law, aud to the disci

ples of Christ under the gospel; yet whether there is not so
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much light of the Spirit communicated to all, as, if followed,

might lead them out of the darkness, and from under the

power of it ?

Query IV. Whether God be not so near to every man,

aa that possibly ho may seek after him, and fitul him? And

if he do find him, and his heart cleave to him, whether

it can possbily be but virtue should issue forth from God, to

draw him out of the alienation from him, and out of the

power of sin, death, and hell?

Query V. Whether, if a man fool God, and cleave to God,

and begin to discern the streamings of light from him, and

follow tho Lord therein, whether God wijl not accept this

man therein? Aud whether his divine light let into him

(being believed in and obeyed) will not purify him from

darkness, unbelief, and disobedience? And whether God

will not impute to this man what Christ performed on man's

behalf in the flesh, he being in unity with, and in subjeetion

to, tho light and power whereby it was wrought (wherein is

the fellowship with the blood, and wherein alone it wash-

eth from the sin), though as to the outward knowledge of

what was outwardly done, the man may possibly be igno

rant? And seeing it is not absolutely nece^ary towards

the involving in the guilt of Adam's sin, the outward know

ing what Adam did; but tho proceeding from, and being

found in, the same spirit and nature, doth oufiiciently con

vey it; BO whether being gathered into, and found in,

Christ's spirit, even in faith, obedience, and subjection to

tho light thereof in the heart, whether this is not also suf

ficient to convey the righteousness of Christ? And whether

God will fail to impute it to that man?

Query VI. Whether true religion, spiritual worship, and

the salvation of the soul, do not depend upon the Spirit of

the Lord, who is near to every heart with his eternal light,

which he can easily convey to any heart, whose ear is

opened to hearken to his breathings and drawings? So

that it is easy to the Lord to save any of the sons of men,

even in the darkest and remotest corners of the earth; and

28*
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he can cast off those who seem highest in zeal, and moat

flourishing under any outward mean? of salvation.

Oh, wonderfully infinite is the Lord! Who shall bound

liis Spirit? Happy is he that feareth before him, and in his

fear learneth to depart from iniquity, and walk in the good

path that his Spirit teacheth. He is near to God, and shall

taste of the good things, and shall not be rejected for want

of outward knowledge; but whatever was done for lost

man, he that is found in the light of life (and in the obedi

ence to the Spirit of life) shall reap the benefit of; but he

that boasts in his knowledge of these things, and of his

faith in Christ Jeeus, yet not being found in the true, liv

ing, eternal light of the Spirit (but an enemy to it, and ig

norant of it), the Lord will rend his confidence from him,

in a day that he is not aware of.

Glorious was the dispensation of the law, and great was

the advantage to the Jews thereby above the Gentiles; yet

tboy missing the Spirit and life of it (and growing wise in

tlieir own apprehensions, and interpretations about it), fell

beneath the Gentiles, becoming greater strangers to the

power and wisdom of God, and harder to be readied and

brought in under the subjection of the gospel. More glori

ous was the dispensation of the gospel to the Christians,

and much greater was their advantage thau that of the

Jews; but an apostasy coming, and they losing the true

power fmd Spirit, and growing wise by a literal knowledge

of some of the things of God in the earthly part, and form

ing interpretations of scriptures, and entering into practices

in that wisdom, tlu-y are now become at as great a distance

from this powerful visitation of (Jod by his Spirit (which

raiseth the seed, and springeth up freshly in the heart* of

those, whom the Lord our God doth cail out of their fenced

cities, and allure into tho wilderness) as the Jews were at

from that appearance. before the apostasy; and in as great

danger are the children of the kingdom to be cast out now

as then. Oh that my (Jod would please to open the ear of

some tender and upright-hearted among them to hear thi*

testimony, that they might no longer stumble at that, which
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alone is able to lead them to God, and to make them happy

in God.

Is there any uniting with God, or enjoying of God, but

\,v his Spirit? Is there any receiving of God's Spirit but

within the heart? Doth he not appear there by his light,

and in his power? What if God please to give forth a meas

ure of his eternalAlight in the heart of hie chosen, to open that

to them which they could never see before, and to brjpg

them into a nearer unity with him than ever they knew be-

ibre, may he not do it? Nay, is not such a thing needful

to help out of the deep and intricate apostasy, wherein have

been BO many twistings and twinings of the subtle serpent

about every step or appearance of reformation, and to

leather the wandering sheep, who were scattered up and

down, and sorely distressed for want of the tongue of the

learned to speak a word in season to their estates and con-

tiitions? Have not every sort bent the Scriptures in the

reasonings of their own minds, and made them speak ac

cording to their own heart's lusts? And is not everyone

wise in his own eyes, and strong in his own tower and

fenced city? Surely there was great need of an appearancp

of the Lord to shut out the wisdom of man, and to help the

poor, the needy, tho fatherless, the weak panting babes.

And blessed be the Lord God, who hath appeared ; and

blessed are those who have seen his light, and bowed at the

feet of his living appearance, and felt the virtue of hia sav

ing arm, scattering their lusts and corruptions; yea, also

raising up and bringing forth his pure seed in the fresh

power, dominion, and anthority of his perfect life, which

reigneth in the hearts which the Lord hath regenerated and

sanctified for evermore.

O my friends, my friends! that that eye might be oncs

blinded in you which binders the sight of God; and the eys

opened which beholds his glory, and also taketh pleasure in

bis lowest appearance. The babo alone hath the mysteries

of the kingdom revealed to him, (the wise and prndent are

exclnded; the birth after the flesh, in every one, must be

famished and destroyed) and he alone can see in the eternal
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light this dispensation of the everlasting gospel after the

apostasy, which the Lord hideth from those who are wise

in the letter of the former dispensation of the same gospel,

but cannot read it us it was given forth in the Spirit then,

nor as it is now again held forth in the same Spirit and

power. O my friends! this is the truth to you (wait on the

Lord, that ye may understand it from him): Your right

eye must be put out, (which will never cease offending yon.

anu cansing you to stumble, BO long as it is able to see)

and all your knowledge which ye hold out of the life be

come as dross and dung to you, if ever ye taste and come

to enjoy the excellency and glory of this appearance of Qod

in his eternal Spirit, who hath descended from on high into

the hearts of his chosen, to prepare them. for his spiritual

temple, that he may dwell in them, and they in him. And

he will dwell in them, and they shall dwell in him, to the

full delight and satisfaction of their hearts, and to the con

fusion of all those who remain despising and reproaching

this his glorious appearance, and his people in whom he

hath appeared. The day is not far off, wherein this will be

made manifest; wherein great bitterness and anguish of

spirit will befall those who can only see the glory afar oS,

but cannot inherit it, being found in that nature and spirit

which is separated from it, and eternally shut out of it.

ISAAC PKNINGTON.
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0 B S E R V A T I 0 N S

UPON THAT

Portion of Scripture, ROMANS xiv. 'JO. for tluj service of snrh

in this present age, whose eyes and hearts the Lord

shall please to open, to wee and consider the

weight of the truth thereof.

With some few weighty words of advice to several sorts of

people, according to their different states.

"For meat destroy not the work of God." Rom. xiv. 20.

OBSERVATION I.

God hath a work in some mat's hearts.

THK mighty God, who made heaven and earth, and whose

eyes run to and fro through both, he, by the finger of his

pure power, toucheth some of the the hearts of the children

of men, and in the pure demonstration of his living Spirit it-

found working there. Religion, true religion, is not a mat

ter of opinion (as men, who have not tasted of the power,

are apt to imagine), but a nmv creation and work of God in the

heart of the creature, sowing the light and life of his Spirit

there, and by it working man out of the darkness and death

of sin (which is the destruction and miserv of the aoul),

i-nto his life and blessedness.
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OBSERVATION H.

That this work of Gotl in man i> liable to be destroyed.

God could so have made man as that he could not have

fallen. He could BO have comprehended man's spirit in the

pure power of his life, as that man could not have broke out

of it. But it pleased him to make him under a law, where

in, waiting upon, and watehing to, the power of life, he

might he preserved, and remain happy; hut departing from

it, he should lose hit) state, and sink into misery. God could

also so redeem man, as that no power should atop or inter

rupt his work; but it pieaseth him also to hold forth a late

of redemption, according to which, his work of redemption

may cither go forward or backward. As man is drawn by

the Spirit of God, and followeth his leadings out of the cor

ruption, out of the vanity, out of the earthly nature, out of

the wisdom, reasonings, and spirit of this world, so the

work goeth forward. As man is tempted, hearkeneth unto,

and is drawn back by any of these, from the leadings of

God's Spirit, so the work goeth backward, and degrees of

destruction overtake and come upon the work of God in

that heart.

OBSERVATION HI.

A little thing will destroy the work of (fad in the ticarl.

A matter of meat, eating but a little meat doubtingly, out

of the faith (wherein is the preservation from the destruc

tion), this-leads into the sin, where death and destruction

is still un't with. For in the path of life, in the faith, in the

obedience to God's Spirit, there alone is the preservation of

the work of God: but in the unbelief, in the disobedience,

in the doubting (though about ever so small a matter), thorp

is death and destruction met with, if the person venture up

on that which he doubteth of. Those who have travelled
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in the path of life, I know can witness this. Oh, how small

a thing brings a veil over the life! What a little giving

way to the reasonings of the earthly spirit ahout a small

matter drives back the work of God in the heart, and

brings anguish and misery upon the rfoul, cansing the hid

ing the light of God's countenance, which is the life and joy

of the renewed spirit! God is a great king, and all his

leadings and teachings arc weighty; and he that rebelleth,

or neglecteth in the least thing, must bear his burden, un

less he feel the humiliation of his soul, and the remission

from the spirit of the Lord, the grace of God pitying him.

and the blood of his Son washing him.

OBSERVATION IV.

No man should do that which tendeth to destroy the work of

God in himself, or the work of God in another.

There is no such thing allowable Ity God for any man to

do (whether in public government, or in any kind of com

merce or conversation amongst men, or in one's private

course of walking) which tendeth to destroy the work of

God. The intent of government, either in church or state,

was never to destroy the work of God in any man. Gov

ernment is of God, both in church and state. But that way

of government which destroyeth his work in any, is not of

him; but contrary to him, and against him. Oh that men

could consider, and had the balance of truth to weigh

things in, that they might bow before the God of truth, and

not strive with their Maker about his work in the world !

My soul hath mourned, I may say, almost from my cra

dle, about the estate of this creation. To behold man fallen

from his glory, departed from his God, living without the

sense of him, and sowing the seeds of eternal misery for his

poor soul (which he must as certainly reap as he hath sown,

unless he travel the path of redemption in the powerful

leadings and guidance of God's Holy Spirit); this hath so
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broken my heart (together with the close exercises which

have continually attended this poor wearied spirit), that I

have often wondered how the natural life could be con

tained in the natural vessel.

I am a lover of mankind in general, and have been a

deep sufferer with, and traveller for, all the miserable.

None knows the path of my sorrows, or the extent of mv

bowels, but he that made me. It is not natural or kindly

to me to upbraid any man with any kind of wickedness, or

ever so justly deserved miser}", but my bowels work con

cerning him towards the spring of eternal power and com

passions, even as I would be pitied and represented to the

father of mercies in the like condition. Indeed I havo

been emptied from vessel to vessel, and tossed with multi

tudes of storms and tempests; yet the savor of my life re

main eth with me to this day, and the Spirit of my God

breatheth on my heart; blessed be his holy name for ever!

And though I walk with one sort of people, because my

heart saith (yea, the Spirit of the eternal God hath wit

nessed unto me, and shown me in that light which cannot

iK;ecive, and to that eye which cannot be deceived) that

they arc the people whom he hath chosen out of all the

H'at.henugs (throughout the earth) from the apostasy, to

manifest his power in, and his presence among: I say,

though 1 have been guided and led by the Spirit of thop

Ijord to walk among these: yet am I not bounded there,

either in the love, or in the unity of my heart, but I have

unity with the integrity and zeal for God which is in oth

ers. of what sort or gathering soever; and 1 have tender

bowels for all, even for thoso which hate and persecute

that which is my life, and hath the love of my heart for ever.

Oh! how have I prayed for the lost world! For all tin-

souls of mankind how hath my soul bowed in nnuttorabh•

breathings of spirit before my God, and could not be si

lenced until he i[uietetl my spirit in righteousness and ex

cellency of his will, and bid me leave it to him. And at

rouching this nation, and the several sorts in it, even those

who seem most cast off, and without all sense; yet the pre
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eiounness of their souls have I spread before the Lord my

God with tears.

And now I have somewhat to say, in the love of iny heart,

and in the shinings of the light of my God, to several sorts

of people, which nearly concerns them; as those whose

hearts are weighty and serious (and who are not drunk up in

the earthlineas of the sensual nature, or misbiased by pre-as-

Bumed principles from the wrong ground) may easily perceive.

FIRST.

To such as never knew what belonged to tenderness of

conscience towards God, but have spent all their days

either in licentiousness of spirit, or in a dead formality ;

to such my soul saith :

Oh Friends! wait to feel the power of God upon your

hearts (which is present with that which sometimes lets you

nee the evils thereof); that they may be melted and made

tender by him, fit to receive the impressions of his life.

Why should ye go down to the pit in a dream, and centre

in the land of misery? Ye have immortal souls in these

earthen vessels, which must either be redeemed to God by

the power of his life, or be shut up from his glorious pres

ence in the chambers of .death. It is a dreadful thing to

appear before God after death, and receive the sentence of

condemnation for the things done in the body. Oh that

the eye of your souls were awakened, that ye might see the

hazard and danger ye are incurring daily; and might know

the hope of escape set before mankind, by the appearance

of the grace in you, and learn ofthe living God to fly there

to for succor, that ye might be sheltered in the evil hour,

which hasteneth apace upon all flesh !

SECONDLY.

To such as formerly have been tender and sensible, but

are now grown hard and deaf to the voice of God's

Spirit in their hearts and consciences; this is the lan

guage of my soul in the love and life of my God:

Vol. II.— 29
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Oh that ye could wait to feel the hammer and stroke of

God upon that which is hard, that it might be broken by

him; and that that which is high, and lifted up above his

pure fear (where the law of his life is learned, and the souls

of his saints preserved), might be brought down and abased

before him! Great is your danger; exceeding difficult is

your recovery. Yet there is strength in the arm of the

Lord God to strike through your deadness, and to quicken

the immortal principle of his life in you. Why should ye,

who have once tasted of the goodness of God, become more

miserable than the rest of the sous of men? Why have

you departed from that which once gave you a true taste

of life, and of the sweetness of redemption by it, into that

spirit which is sealed up in the death, in the midst of its great

est wisdom, and surest footing? Oh, return, return to that

which leadeth to the living God, that ye may travel (in the

exercises of his Spirit) out of the wisdom and spirit of this

world, unto the land of the soul's peace and rest!

THIRDLY.

To such as are still tender, and dare not but exercise a con

science towards God, even in these searching and try- •

ing times:

Friends, keep your standing in the life of God. What

God hiith begotten in you, let it depend upon him. Let

him do what he will with his own in you, and let the creat

ure be subject to that living principle, which God hath

eowu and raised in your hearts; sell not your peace with

God for any ease or advantage in this world. Let the ten

derness of your consciences, which is of value with God,

be precious also in your eyes. The times and seasons arc in

the Father's hand, and he soeth good to let this day of trial

coir.c upon you. His grace is able to carry you all through.

It \vill be for his honor, to let all the world see how dear

your God is to you, and how able ye are (in the meekness

and strength of the Lamb's Spirit) to suffer for his name's

sake. Thy will, 0 God, be done. The cup which our
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Father gives us, shall we not drink it? The Lord preserve

you in uprightness of heart towards him, in meekness of

spirit towards those that afflict you, and in true love and

good-will towards all; that his light, which hath gathered

you, may shine over all the darkness which opposeth it;

and his life, which hath quickened and preserved you, may

be famous over all the territories and dominions of death.

FOURTHLY.

To such as are hard-hearted,' and of a persecuting spirit

towards the tender-conscienced:

Oh that ye knew what ye did! Ye are enemies to the

most precious thing to he found among the sons of men.

Ye strike at what God loves and cherishes, and takes great

pains to bring the creature to. Ye strive to keep that down

upon which the happiness of mankind depends; yea, ye con

sult and take much pains to remove that out of the way,

which stands between you and the jndgments of God. Oh

that your eyes were opened ! for surely then ye could not

proceed in this course.

Well! the Lord will open the eyes of many; and mercv

towards mankind is issuing from his throne; and he will

smite that through and through which maketh the earth

miserable and desolate of his life. But oh that man could

hear in the day of his prosperity, that adversity might not

come upon him!

AVait to read these things in the life from which they

sprang; and then tell mo whether- there is not a canse for

what I write.

•

POSTSCRIPT.

THERK hath been a great apostasy, since the days of the

apostles, from the living power, into dead forms of worship

and devotion, where likenesses of truth have been set up,

instead of the truth itself. Now the Lord is gathering his

true seed (even Israel, his beloved offspring) out of all dead

forms of all kinds, into his living truth, and into the true,
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spiritual worship ; and who is he that shall be able to stop

him herein? Let him consider his strength, who girds him

self to the battle against him : for not by might, nor by theV

power of man, but by the Spirit of life in his called, faith-

ful, chosen, and innocent lambs, will the Lord of glory

carry OD his work in the world.
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THREE

QUERIES

PROPOUNDED TO THB

KING AND PARLIAMENT,

IN THE FEAR OF THB MOST I hutt, AND IN THE TENDER LOVH

OK MY SOUL TO THEM.

PREFACE.

THE main thing couducible towards man's safety and hap

piness, is to see things rfright; and he that seeth aright,

must see with a right eye. There is an eye which cannot see

the things of God; there is a heart also which is insensible

of his warnings, and so runs into the pit. There is also an

eye, to which God giveth the true sight, which foreseeth the

evil, and seeketh a hiding-place; and a heart which fcareth

its Maker, and waiteth on him for counsel, distrusting its

own understanding, which it feeleth shallow and apt to err.

Oh that man might feel his want of God, and receive a

principle of divine life from him, and be fixed and act

therein! If I should pray thus particularly for every one of

you, would ye be offended with me? I have written some

what here in the kindlings of my love, and in the light of

life which shineth in my heart: oh that the Lord would

please to open a vein of the same life in you ! and then

would ye read them in the same, and, in a secret sense of

29*
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spirit, feel what they are, and from whence they comc.

Now if it should please the Lord that any of you should

feel any touches of heart, and secret assent of soul to tin-

truth of them, oh ! take heed of the fleshly wisdom and

reasonings of the earthly mind, which will soon rise up af

terwards, to wear out the sense of any good that God beget*

in the heart.

THIIEE QUERIES &C.

QUERY I.

WHBTHKR ye do certainly and infallibly know what was

the ground or cause why the hand of the Lord was so heavy

upon this nation, and why he overturned the government

thereof, and brought the honorable into contempt?

Throe things are supposed to be taken for granted in this

QllKKY.

First, That it was the hand of the Lord that did this. It

is he that hath the anguish of soul, and the diseases of body,

at his command; and afflicteth both men's bodies and soul*

;it his pleasure. And he also afflicteth nations, with the

powers and anthorities thereof, when it seeineth good unto

him. Now this is the thing which is mainly to be eyed by

particular persons, and also by nations, in whatever bofall-

eth them: to wit, the hand of the Lord in things.

Secondly, That there was a ground and cause for which

tho Lord did it. The Lord is tender-hearted, and loveth

his creature, delighting to do it good, and doth not afflict it

out of any pleasure he hath therein, but upon a kind of ne

cessity, that he may bring down evil and bring up good ia

a nation. "He doth not afflict willingly, lior grieve tho

children of men." It is no pleasure to the Lord to torment

his creatures; but to destroy the seeds of corruption and

unrighteousness, and to bring up the good aeed which hr

hath sown in the hearts of men, this is a pleasure to him.

N'ow an your afflictions were very great, and the alteration*
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in this nation strange ; so there was a consideration in the

Lord's eye to countervail them, or they had never been.

Thirdly, That it is requisite and necessary for you, cer

tainly and infallibly to understand the ground why the Lord

did this; what his meaning was; what he was offended at,

and intended to bring down ; what he was pleased with,

and intended to give scope to spring up and grow under this

confusion; which could not under the former settlement.

The reason why this is necessary for yon, is this: because

unless ye certainly understand this thing, ye may err and

mistake in your present course, setting up the same things

now, which the heart of the Lord was then against, and en

deavoring to suppress the same things, which it is the will

of the Lord should grow up, and so may provoke the same

hand against you again; which truly I think is not good

for you to do, nor indeed can I think so of you, as that yo

willingly would do it. Therefore pray to the Lord for the

upright balance to weigh a thing of such a nature in, and

of so deep concernment to you; for if ye do run a contrary

course to the mind of the Lord, and he be provoked against

you, and streteh forth his mighty arm and overthrow you,

it will then be too late for you to consider of these things.

QUERY II.

Whether, when the Lord did overturn the former powers,

with the glory and beauty of this nation, and raise up other

powers out of the dust (as I may say), even from among

thom of low degree; if they had then answered what the

Lord expected and required of them in their day, whether

they should have been continued by him in their dominion

or no, and whether ye should have had this day of trial,

which it hath pleased the Lord now to afford you?

The day of power and government, which the Lord had

•triven you formerly, was manifestly by his providence coma

to an end; and whether ever ye should have .1 day more,

was very doubtful. All your councils and strength availed
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nothing, save only to make the work more difficult, if not

at length almost impossible. And now the Lord was busy

in trying several sorts of these, what they would do for hia

name. And truly this I may say concerning them all

(though I would not reproach any), that they did not an-

ewer the expectation of the Lord. But this I leave to you

to consider, Whether, if they had answered the expeetation

of the Lord, and done what his soul delighted in, and what

in part they promised, whether the Lord would have con

tinued them in authority or no. I propose this, that ye may

take notice upon what ticklish terms ye then stood, as to

your future hopes, and how easily your authority and great

ness might have been for ever buried, and that which was

lately uppermost have continued so, if it had seemed good

unto the Lord; that so ye may be sensible of what the Lord

hath done in relation to you, and pray that ye may walk

worthy of it, making use of it in the fear of his name, who

hath all still in.hand, and can still do what he ploascth in

this nation. Indeed he can yet bring down whom he will,

and he can yet set up whom he will; and what he will do,

ye know not; but in the fear of his dreadful name, and in

holding your standing out of self-confidence (because of

your present strength) is your safety.

QUERY HI.

If ye do not certainly know what was ths cause of the

Lord's former displeasure against you, and of his so sore

afflicting you, but shall err in judgment, and set up the

same things ugain, which the Lord then put forth his hand

to throw down, and also endeavor to crush and suppress

that which the Lord theu made way for the growth of,

whether this will not endanger your overthrow from the

hand of the Lord? ,

Sure I am, the Lord is able to overturn you as easily as

he overturned them that were in power before you. What

i* man to the Lord"! What is his flesh to the fiord's Spirit?
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What great tree could stand before the lute vehement wind

(where the Lord gave it power); which was terrible and

dreadful, tearing up by the very roots? which might b* a

figure and warning where the Lord gives eyes to read.

After ye have done all ye can, even made laws as strong as

ye can, and put them in the strictest course of execution yv

can, one night from the Lord may end the controversy, and

show whether we please the Lord in obeying him, or ye in

making laws against us for our fidelity and obedience to

him.

And as the Lord is able to overturn you, BO if ye mistake

your work, misinterpreting the passages of his providence,

and erring in heart concerning the ground of his former

displeasure; and so (through the error of judgment) set

yourselves in opposition against him, replanting the plants

which he will not have grow, and plucking up the plants

of his planting; do ye not in this case provoke the Lord,

even to put forth the strength which is in him against you?

We are poor worms. Alas, if yc had only us to deal with,

we should be nothing in your hands! But if his strength

stand behind us, we shall prove a very burdensome stone,

and ye will hardly be able to remove us out of the plac*

wherein God hath set us, and where he pleaseth to have un

disposed of. And happy were it for you, if instead of per

secuting us, ye yourselves were drawn to wait for the same

begettings of God (which we have felt) out of the earthly

nature, into his life and nature, and did learn of him to gov

ern in that ; then might ye be established indeed, and be

freed from the danger of those shakings and overturnings

which God is hastening upon the earth.

Now because ye may be apt to think, that I write these

thing.* for my own sake, and the sakes of my friends and

companions in the truth of God, that we might escape the

sufferings and severity which we are like to undergo from

you; aud not so mainly and chiefly for your sakes, lest ye

nhould bring the wrath of God and misery upon your soule

and bodies; to prevent this mistake in you, I shall add

what followeth. Indeed this is not the intent of my heart;
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for I have long expected, and do still expect, this cup of

outward affliction and persecution from yon, and my heart

ia quieted and satisfied therein, knowing that the Lord will

bring glory to his name, and good to us out of it: but I am

sure it is not good for you to afflict us for that which the

Lord requireth of us, and wherein he accepteth us; and ye

will find it the bitterest work ye ever went about, and in

the end will wish that the Lord had rather never given you

this day of prosperity, than that he should sutt'er you thus

to make use of it. jjcw that ye may the more clearly see

the temper of my spirit, and how my heart stands in this

thing, I shall a little open unto you my faith and hope

about it, in these ensuing particulars.

First, I am assured in my heart and soul, that this de

spised people (called QUAKEUS) is of the Lord's begetting in

his own life and nature. Indeed, had I not seen the power

of God in them, and received from the Lord an unquestion

able testimony concerning them, I had never looked to

wards them ; for they were otherwise very despisable in my

eyes. And this I cannot but testify concerning them, that

I have found the life of God in my owning them ; and that

which God hath begotten in my heart refreshed by the

power of life in them; and none but the Lord knows the

beauty and excellency of glory, which he hath hid under this

mean appearance.

Secondly, The Lord hath hitherto preserved them against

great opposition, and is still able to preserve them. Every

power hitherto hath made nothing of over-running them:

yet they have hitherto stood, by the care and tender mercy

of the Lord; and the several powers which have persecuted

them, have fallen one after another.

Thirdly, I have had experience myself of the Lord'*

goodness and preservation of me, in my suffering with them

for the testimony of his truth, who made my bonds plea«-

ant to me, and my noisome prison (enough to have de

stroyed my weakly and tender-educated nature) a place of

pleasure and delight, where I was comforted by my God

night and day, and filled with prayers for his people; as
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also with love to, and prayers for, those who had been the

means of outwardly afflicting me and others upon the

Lord's account.

Fourthly, I have no doubt in ray heart that the Lord will

deliver us. The strength of man, the resolution of man, is

nothing in my eye, in compare with the Lord. Whom the

Lord loveth he can save at his pleasure. Hath he begun to

break our bonds and deliver us, and shall we now distrust

him? Are we in a worse condition than Israel was, when

the sea was before them, the mountains on each side, and.

the Egyptians behind pursuing them? He indeed that

looketh with man's eye, can see no ground of hope, nor

hardly a possibility of deliverance; but (to the eye of faith)

it is now nearer than when God began at first to deliver.

Fifthly, It is the delight of the Lord, and his glory, to

deliver his people, when to the eye of sense it seemeth im

possible. Then doth the Lord delight to streteh forth his

arm, when none else can help; and then doth it please him

to deal with the enemies of his truth and people, when they

are lifted up above the fear of him, and are ready to say in

their hearts concerning them; They are now in our hands;

who can deliver them ?

Well : were it not in love to you, and in pity (in relation

to what will certainly befall you, if you go on in this course),

I could say in the joy of my heart, and in the sense of the

good-will of my God to us, who suffereth these things to

come to pass, Go on; try it out with the Spirit of the Lord;

come forth with your laws, and prisons, and spoiling of our

goods, and banishment, and death (if the Lord please), and see if

ye can carry it. For we come not forth against you in our

own wills, or in any enmity against your persons or govern

ment, or in any stubbornness or refractoriness of spirit;

but with the Lamb-like nature which the Lord our God

hath begotten in us, which is taught and enabled by him

both to do his will, and to suffer for his name's sake. And

if we cannot thus overcome you (even in patience of spirit,

and in love to you), and if the Lord our God please not to
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appear for ua, we are content to be overcome by you. 80

the will of the Lord be done, saith my soul.

POSTSCRIPT.

O dear friends, hearken to the voice of the love of my

heart, which speaketh thua unto you ! Oh wait, wait to feel

somewhat of God, somewhat of his divine life and power

Htirring in your hearts, and travel, in the light and leadings

of it, out of the earthly nature, leaving the corruption of

man behind, which makes you miserable, and putting on

the holiness and righteousness of the nature of God day by

day, which will make you happy, us yo are made partakers

of it! Yea, do but come into the power of that religion

which ye yourselves profess, not so much minding the out

ward form (for it is not of so much value), and ye shall find

that we shall agree in religion sooner than ye are aware.

N'ow if in your hearts ye shall ask me, what it is to come

into the power of that religion which ye yourselves profess,

I shall appeal unto your own sonls whether it be not this;

even to forsake the devil and all his works, taking up the

cross unto your own hearts' lust and corrupt ways, and un

der this cross (wherein is the power of God felt by them

that mind it, and wait upon God there with humble and

subject spirits) to fight the battles of Christ against tempta

tions to sin, and the soul's enemies, even until death. Here

1 if ye will enter at this narrow gate, and walk on i n this strait

way unto the kingdom, into which flesh and blood cannot

outer, but the selfish nature and earthly spirit must be left

behind) in this religion, which is indeed the substance of

all true religion, we can readily meet and unite with you.

But if ye will set up a form to stop the power and progress

of the Spirit of the Lord in the hearts of his people in this

nation, and not mind the power of religion yourselves, but

with vehemency go about to force others to your form

(which ye cannot truly say is of God, but of man), in this

we cannot close with you, but must be content in the will
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of God to suffer under you, the time which the Lord hath

allotted, which ye cannot go beyond. And blessed for ever

be the name of the Lord our God, who hath made us ac

quainted with that lifo and power which was before all

forma and ways of religion and worship of man's inventing,

and which wdl be after them; and who hath hitherto borne

up our spirits in the testimony which he* hath given us to

bear tu his living truth and worship, and who we doubt not

will yet bear us up, even to a conquest in his Spirit over all

that he huth c.dlod us forth to testify against. And that

great city, or building of religion, which is built up by

man's wisdom, and maintained by man's strength, we are

sure is falling, and shall fall throughout all the earth; yea,

man's striving to re-edify and re-establish it, will but make

the ruins thereof mort* speedy and more dreadful. The

mouth of the Lord hath spoken it, both in the Scriptures of

Truth, which cannot be broken, and in the hearts of many

of his (servants, in this day of his appearance in Spirit to

those, the eyes of whose spirits he hath opened, and by

whom he hath given a visit and warning to the earth, which

the earthly ear cannot hear, but will be overtaken and sur

prised with the day of the Lord. And oh, what running

and seeking will there be to the rocks, and hills, and moun

tains, for u hiding place from the wrath of the Lamb! but

none will be then found. 0 miserable, earthly-spirited

man ! (who hath passed away thy time in a dream, and hast

little minded or regarded the salvation of thy soul, or con

sidered what thy present vain pleasures and courses would

tend to) what wdt thou then do? There is a pit prepared

for the wicked (I speak not an imagination of mine own;

indeed it is the truth of God).

Now the Lord seeks the soula of all lost men, to save

them from the pit; but their ears are dull of hearing, their

eyes veiled, their hearts grossly fatted and made insensible

with the senses and delights of the earthly nature, and the

voice of God (with the things that concern their eternal

peace, yea, their present welfare also) cannot enter into

them: and so they let slip the time of their redemption,

Vol. II.— 30
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and waste away the season of their visitation, hardly ever

so much as thinking what will become of them in the end.

O Lord my God ! awaken thy poor creatures, that they may

live, and not die: rather let thy judgments hreak forth to

awaken them, than that they should thus run oh towards

utter destruetion, even to perish from thy life and blessed

ness, and to be swallowed up in the misery, torment, and

wrath due to that nature which they have contracted,

and wallowed like swinc in. Every nature, principle, and

spirit is travelling towards its end. O man! take heed

what nature them art of, in what principle and spirit thou

jictest, and towards what thou travellest. And remember

that God loveth his creature; thy destruction is not of him,

if thou perish; but in him is thy help, if thou hearken to

bis voice, and turn at the reproofs of that which he hath

placed near thee, even in thy heart, to reprove sin in thee,

and to beget thee into the love and holiness of his life and

nature, leavening thee into a new man, as thou becomest

subject to the checks and leadings thereof. This is pleas

ing to the Lord ; that which proceeds from this, and is

performed in this, is the true worship, and not that which

man hath invented, and with which the earthly nature ia

quieted and satisfied, but the power of life turns from.

It is the great mercy of the Lord to stop any man in the

way of his error, and happy is he that is stopped by him.

ANOTHER POSTSCRIPT.

YET one thing, perhaps as my last unto yon, let me freely

propose; and be not hasty in spirit, but wait on God for

skill and ability to weigh the thing aright, and to give an

upright answer thereto, as before him, in the secrets of your

consciences. It is brieliy this: Why may not the power of

religion be permitted to flourish under you? Cannot the

government of God's Spirit and your.government stand to

gether? I beseech you consider it. No man knoweth how
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short his time is, nor what is to come after his .present de

termination o'f things. It ia now your day? Oh, that ye

had the true light to walk by in it, that ye might not aft<fr-

wards repent; and that my heart might be gladded con

cerning you, who have so prayed for you, as if I had felt

my own soul in your conditions !

ISAAC PENINGTOH.

A

SALUTATION

ov

LOVE AND TENDER GOO D-W ILL

TO THB

COMMISSIONERS OF THE PEACE FOR THE COUNTY OF BUCKS,

AND SUCH OTHERS IN THAT Cot'NTY, AND ALSO

THROUGHOUT THE NATION, AS ARE CON

CERNED IN THE CONTENTS HEREOF.

IF I should warn you of the day of the Lord (which is a

day of terrible wrath to the transgressing nature, hut of

peace, lovo, and tender mercy to tho righteous, innocent,

suffering seed); if I should tell you that this flay is hasten

ing upon this nation, and upon the whole earth; and if this

should affright you, and cause you to cry unto the Lord to

deliver you from that nature, and from those sinful courses,

which make you but fit fuel for his fire in the day of its hot

burning,—I say, if by this means ye should be thus prepared

for this day, and yet this day comes not so suddenly as ye

might expect; yet that would be no loss, or cause of grief

unto you. But if this day should suddenly come, and find
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}-ou in your sins, and so the fierce Wrath of the Lord break

in upon and afflict your souls, and the day of your mercy

artd redemption be wholly passed over by you ; this would

be matter of unutterable grief and sorrow to you, and tho

remembrance of your former ease and pleasures would

but increase the sense and anguish of your misery.

Certain I am, there is a day of giving account for sinning

against God, and for oppressing that in your consciences

which discovers to you, and checks you for, your sins. And

this will as certainly come, as the day of sinning now is;

and then every man must receive from God according to

his works, and reap the fruit of the deeds done in the body;

then every soul must inherit according to its nature, and

every vessel be filled with what it is fitted to receive: that

which is fitted for mercy, with mercy; that which is fitted

for wrath and misery, with wrath and misery; and then the

distressed sinner will wish, Oh thai I had an hour to escape!

Oh that God would once more gire me a moment of repentance,

and of turningfrom sin!

Oh consider! is it a slight thing with you that the infinite

God, who is little concerned in you (being perfectly blessed

and happy for ever without you ; but as his love, mercy,

and tender nature, maketh him concern himself about the

salvation of your souls), should give you so large a space of

repentance, and so many discoveries of the evil of your

ways (when at any time ye are retired and serious), and so

many checks and warnings in your hearts, as the vilest of

einners, at time*, have more or less from God? Can 3-0

lengthen out the day of mercy? Can ye limit God how long

he should strive with you ? Oh ! why do yon harden your

hearts? Why do you hearken to the lusts, desires, tempta

tions, and counsels of tho earthly mind, whose counsel hath

undone all that have listened thereunto?

There is no way of avoiding the eternal insupportable

wrath of God, but by travelling out of that nature, spirit,

and course which it is to. Him that sowed to sin and cor

ruption under the law, the sacrifices would not save then;

nor him that eoweth to Bin and corruption under the gos
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pel, the sacrifice of Christ will not save now; but he that is

saved by Christ must be sanctified and redeemed from sin

and corruption by him; which Christ worketh by his prin

ciple of life sown in the heart; which principle turneth

against the contrary principle, discovering its nature, and

dark, evil ways, and drawing from, and leading out of them.

Oh ! therefore let me in love entreat you all, my dear coun

trymen (indeed I have no end in it but your good), to mind

that in your hearts which discovers your evils to you ; that

therein ye may feel the power of life drawing you from

them, and helping you against them. Greater is the power

in this than the power that is in the contrary principle; as

those that hearken to it, and become subject, by experience

feel. And what if ye lose a few fond pleasures for the pres

ent (which indeed are beneath the true state of a man), ye

will lose a great deal of misery too, and your gain at last

will be exceeding great.

If ye would know whether I speak truth in these things,

come to the true balance, and wait on the Lord, till by him

ye be made able to weigh. My meaning is, join to the

good Spirit of the Lord, when ye find it stirring in your

own hearts; give up unto it, let in its strength upon you,

in its warmth and drawing virtue; give up to forsake the

evil, and pursue the good: fear not the multitude of evila

in the heart, nor the long accustomedness unto evil; the

Lord will help the willing soul out of them. And in this

obedience to the good Spirit of the Lord, there will be an

understanding received to know the things of God, and to

try words and sayings, whether they be of him, or of man.

And he that tries in this balance cannot be deceived (the

measure being equal and just, and proper to the things

which are therewith to be measured); whereas the wisest

of men, trusting either to their own understandings and

judgments, or to the judgments and understandings of oth

ers, are liable to be deceived; and then ye will acknowledge

what love this sprang from, and what light and life it sprang

up in, though through a weak and contemptible vessel.

ISAAC PBNINQTON.

30*
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CONCERNING PKACB AND GOOD-WILL.

THE true peace is in the new nature, which puts an end

to the warring and fighting spirit inwardly, and turns the

whole strength of the battle against the enemies of the soul.

[n the old nature there are lusts after dominion, and after

liberty to the flesh, and fulfilling the self-will of the earthly

mind ; but these are all brought down in the renewed spirit,

by the power, love, and sweetness of- the gospel of peace.

Here is indeed uprightness of heart to the Lord, quietness

of spirit under whatever the Lord sutlers to be, and good

will towards all men; waiting on the Lord for his seasons

of tender bowels, with strong cries and tears, even for those,

who, to the eye of man, may seem so hardened against God

and his truth, as to be out of the reach of mercy.
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A

WEIGHTY QUESTION

PROPOUNDED TO THE

KING, AND BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT.

TOGETHER WITH SOMB

QUERIES ABOUT RELIGION,

TOR TU V

GOOD OF MEN'S SOULS,

THAT TH K V MAY SKEK AFTER, AND BE E8TABLIBBED IK, THAT

WHICH OITE8 Lire.

•

QUESTION.

Whether laws made by man, in equity ought to exle:id any

farther than there is power in man to obey,

la it not cruel to require obedience in such cases, where

in the party hath not a capacity in him of obeying?

Now in things concerning the worship of God, wherein

a man is limited by God, both what worship he shall per

form, and what worship he shall abstain from, here he is

not left at liberty to obey what laws shall be made by man

contrary hereunto.

The New Testament worship is to be in Spirit and Truth ;

which is a principle above man's reason, and cannot rightly

be limited by a lower principle; but the lower principle

in every man should be subjected to the higher, both in

himself and others.

These things I write, not in pride or concrtitedneea, but
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with an humble heart, and In love; that God may have his

due, Csesar his, and all men theirs; and that wrath from

God may not break forth upon this nation; for surely it

cannot but greatly provoke him, to see his people so deeply

suff'er for their obedience to him in what he requireth of

them.

I am a lover of peace, truth, and righteousness, and a

hearty desirer of the welfare and prosperity of this nation ;

and that it may no more be broken up in the wrath and in

dignation of the Lord; but that the peaceable and righteous

seed, which he hath sown in the hearts of many, may be

quietly suffered to grow up, to the praise of the Lord, and

to the good of mankind.

This is from one, who was a mourner over you in your

affliction, and is now also a mourner over those whom ye

afflict.

I. P.

*

SOME QUERIES ABOUT RELIGION.

Query 1. What is true religion f Is it a gift from God, be

stowed on those whom he begets by the power of his life?

Or is it a profession of worship of the nature of this world,

which a man by natural parts and industry may attain to,

as well as other things?

Query 2. What is the sum and substance of the true religion ?

Is it not love from a principle of life? Is it not a travel out

of the enmity of the creature into the love of God? Doth

not the light of life spring in the love, and gather into the

love? Doth not Christ, revealed in the heart, and leaven

ing the heart with the savor of life, teach love to enemies,

to bear with them in love, to seek them in love, to forgive

them in love, to pray for them in love, to wish good to

them, and wrestle with God for mercy towards them, even

while they are hating and persecuting?

Query 3. Arc the Papists, or Protestants, or any other

sort of religious persona, found in this love? Do they

manifest it by their discipleship to Christ, and the power of
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Christ in them? Or rather, do they not set up their several

forms, and maintain them in wrath and enmity against c:ich

other? Nay, would they not destroy each other, if they

could? Surely this spirit is in too many of them! And

doth not this give a strong evidence against their religion,

that it hath but a form, and not the true power in it, and

that in heart they are not the disciples of Christ? For if

they were such, they would of him learn the love.

Query 4. Whether any form of religion (if not held in

the power, and subjected to the power) doth not fight

against the power, keeping up an outside show without the

substance, and thereby crushing the substance? What

form of religion at this day in the world can suffer the love to

grow, and the life to lead and rule in the love, and the Lord

of life to exercise his authority in the hearts and consciences

of men? And this is for want of power within, and be

cause of forms forcibly set up without: for the religion of

the gospel began in Spirit and in power, and it never can

be restored and preserved but by the same Spirit and

power. The renting of the Protestants from the Papists

was no further good than it was in the power of the life;

and the renting of others from the Protestants was no fur

ther good, than it was begun and held in the same power:

nay, any party, though beginning ever so uprightly, and by

ever so true and clear a leading of the Spirit of God; yet

so soon as it begins to invent and turn aside to a form of

its own choosing, and is upheld by the reasonings and un

derstandings of men, it presently corrupts.

Query 5. Whether the power of religion (and the true

love) if it were raised up and restored again, would make

the world happy, and set every thing in its proper place,

both inwardly and outwardly? Is not sense an excellent

thing in man, if it be guided by reason ? And is not reason

a much more excellent thing, if it be guided by an inward

principle of life? But sensd left to itself, without the guid

ance of reason, how bruitish is it! And reason left to itself,

without the guidance of a principle of life, falls below sense.

How cruel, how blind, how Selfish, how unrighteous is man,
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that follows the dictates of his own corrupt reason, without

knowing and becoming subject to that, which should en

lighten it, and give him the right use thereof!

Query 6. Whether God will restore religion again in the

power? Whether he hath such a work to do in the world?

And whether the time be near that God is about such a

work? And whether he hath already begun it, and made any

progress in it ? Is there such a thing as the power of religion

sought after? Do men grow weary of their forms of wor

ship, and find them empty, and unsatisfactory to the hungry

soul, that pants after life? Nay, have there not been some

touches and appearances of life and power, and of the true

love, in some poor, weak, despised ones? Oh that men

knew the times and seasons, and then perhaps they would

see that this is not a day for setting up of forms, but of

longing and crying out after life and power!

Query 7. When God restorcth religion, and raiseth it up

in power, whether then forms and ways of worship, without

the power, must not needs wither and decay? When the

power first appeared in the dispensation of the gospel, did

not all the shadows of Moses' ceremonies fly away, and van

ish before it? And when it appears again, shall not all the

shadows and inventions of man, which have sprung up since

in the time of the night, vanish before the brightness of the

light of the day? Where the power ariseth in any heart;

what becomes of the man, with all that springs from him?

Where is his wisdom? Where is his former worship? What

becomes of all his forms of religion ? Do they not all mould

er and come to nothing, and he become as a little child, to

he formed again in the power of life, and born of the Spirit

of life, that he may enter into God's kingdom? Do not all

the old things pass away, and new things spring up from

the seed of life, which God BOWH and preserves in the hearts

of his by his power?

Now who is wise to understand these things? Who hnth

the key to open the mysteries of life? Who knoweth the

times and seasons (the times and seasons of forms, and the

times and seasons of life and power)? Who 6eeth what
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God is about to do in the world, and prepareth his heart

for his administrations on the earth? Who is a friend to

God, and to mankind, and willing to travel in spirit out of

this dark, corrupt, earthly state of things, into the heavenly

nature and being, where man was at first, from whence he

came, out of which he departed, and can never be happy

till he return thither again; and can never return thither

by his own strength and reason, but only by the power and

leadings of Qjd, revealed in him, an inward principle of

life? And ha that will follow this mint feel it in his heart,

and then turn his back upon the earthly nature and wisdom,

and war against his own corrupt reasonings, in and with

the light of the principle of life, as it ariseth, and is further

and further made manifest in his heart, through the grace

and mercy of God, which thereby offcrcth its help to mis

erable, lost man, to redeem him out of his misery and un

done estate.

Man hath a time here allotted him by God; and when

the time is over, it is determined concerning him. He is a

seeds-man in this world, and what he sows here he must

reap hereafter, He eoweth either to the flesh, or to the

Spirit; either to his own will, or to God's will. He follow-

eth either the ways of his own heart, or of God's Spirit.

He either feels the power of religion, and is renewed

thereby, and fitted for God; or contents himself with a

for;n wit!i int tho powar, and in effect remains what he was.

He that is renewed, he that is changed in heart and life,

he that soweth to the will and nature of God, shall inherit

life with God. He that liveth in a form of religion with

out the power, and tblloweth the vanities of his own mind

(going out of this world unrenewed and unfitted for God),

shall be cut off from God, and lie down in sorrow and an

guish of soul, where he will bitterly bewail his mis-spent

time, and the losing of his soul's life and happiness, for the

enjoying a few days the earthly nature and spirit in its cor

rupt and degenerated estate.

O man! whoever thou art, that art drowned in the lusts

and pleasures of this world, which answer only to the sen
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sual and corrupt part! Oh! remember that thou hast also

a precious soul, which wants redemption by the power of

God to m:•.ke thee happy. And one day this soul will be

awakened in thee, and when it is awakened, it will feel its

want of God. This is the day of God's stretching out his

arm to thee ; oh, slip it not out ! for if thou dost, ten ihle

will the day of thy awaking he; and thy misery- unavoida

ble and intolerable. And if now the pains of thy body be

so dreadful to thee, what will the tearings of thy soul be by

the wrath of the Almighty? Lay it to heart, and retire in

wardly, seeking to feel somewhat of God gathering and

guiding thy soul out of thine own worldly nature and spirit,

into the nature and life of his Spirit; that thy soul (at pres

ent separated from God, and drowned in the earth) may re

turn to, and be happy in, the centre of life, from whence it

came. For there is a centre »f souls, as well as of the

earthly nature; and the. spirit of man returnetlt to God that

gave it, as well as the body to the earth. And then the

Lord appointeth it to its proper place, which is according

to the nature it is found in. If it bo wheat, if it be of the re

newed nature, if it hath taken up the. trass, andfollowed Christ iii

th,e rcf/eneralion, then he gatheretl> it into his garner. If it be of

the chaffy nature, of the earthly spirit; the mind remaining

uurenewed and unreconciled to the nature of God ; then

to the unquenchable fire (even the fire which will burn and

scorch uuquenchably) ami to the worm which dieth not; but

goaweth perpetually, and bringeth to mind all the former

vanity and mis-spent time, to increase the heat and flames

of the fire. Oh! where is the soul, that, if it were not

wholly bewitehed and lulled into a dead sleep, by the stu

pefying spirit of this world, would run so great a hazard,

for the enjoying of a few momentary pleasures in the sen

sual part, and lose thereby the inward enjoyment of peace

and reconciliation with God here, and of the pleasures of

his kingdom of true glory afterwards.

Now for a close, let me say one word (in the upright love,

and true good-will of my heart) to this present generation,

that they may consider and take heed (if possible); it is this:
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Even as a father after the flesh is tender to the children

he begets according to his nature, and would not sufter

them to be wronged or destroyed, if he could help it; so is

the Lord tender of those whom he begets in the nature of

his life, and in' his due season will appear for them, as

surely as he is God, and as sur&ly as he has begotten them

out of the worldly nature unto himself, by the Spirit and

power of his life. Therefore, oh ! touch not any whom the

Lord hath in the least measure anointed with his holy oil!

For what is done unto the least of these poor, naked, sick,

imprisoned ones, &c., he looketh upon as done unto himself;

because he is one with them in the sufferings of their flush,

wliom ho hath ni.ubwae with himsalf in Spirit.

Vol. IL— 31
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CONCERNING
•

THE PERSUASIONS OF REASON AND FAITH

lit

MATTERS OF RELIGION.

THERE is the natural man, and the spiritual man; and

there are the persuasions of each in and about matters of

religion. There is the persuasion of reason, and the per

suasion of faith.

The persuasion of reason is that belief which man re

ceives into his mind or heart from the exercise of the rea

soning faculty; and this persuasion in matters of religion

is but man's opinion or judgment; which, how certain or

infallible soever it appear to him, jet may be shaken by a

demonstration or evidence of a higher kind and nature.

The persuasion of faith is that belief which the new creat

ure receives in the renewed mind, from the evidence and

demonstration of the Spirit, which openeth and manifcst-

eth i IK; things of the Spirit, unto that mind which is begot

ten and renewed by it.. And this persuasion is certain and

infallible, however it may be struck at and battered, by the

reasonings of the wise earthly part, even in that very man

whose heart is thus persuaded, by the light of the Spirit of

God, concerning the things of God's kingdom.

Now the lowest persuasion of faith is higher, and of a

more noble nature, than the highest persuasion of reason ;

because faith is of a higher principle, and of a deeper nat

ure and ground, than man's reason is. But this, because

it appears not in man's sphere, but rather out of it, and is

contrary to the line and reach of his wisdom, is accounted

by lilm foolishness aiul madness. Thus is the wisdom of God
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(and the children thereof) jndged and condemned by man

in this day.

And how can it be otherwise? How can the wisdom of

man but jndge that as foolishness, whose beanty and excel

lency is hid from its eye? But this is because the wisdom

of man is out of ita place, not subjected to the wisdom of

God, but exalted above it; therefore (as a curse unto it) is

it suffered to lift up itself in its coneeitedness against, and

•o to persecute, the pure wisdom of God and the births

thereof, that it might fall, and be broken, and snared, and

taken, and its day deservedly come to an end, and be shut

up in the shadows and chambers of eternal darkness.

But what ear of man can- hear this! surely none that is

whole in the line of man's wisdom, reason, and understand

ing; but that alone that is bruised, broken, and in some

measure dashed in pieces, by the inroads of a diviner life

and nature. This, in the leadings of that life which hath

broken it, and in the shillings of the light eternal upon it

and into it, may be enabled to take np the cross to the nat

ural part, and to die that death with Christ, which pre

serves from the second death, with the misery thereof.

Happy is he, who knows and hearkens to the persuasions

of God's Spirit, who is born of God, and taught to wait up

on him and worship him in Spirit, who receives his relig

ion from the light of faith, into the renewed nature and

mind, and not from the reason of man into the natural un

derstanding, which is easily corrupted, and cannot be kept

pure, but alone by the indwelling of the principle of eternal

life in it.

For though such may suffer very deeply in this world,

from the men of this world (as the subjects and servants to

the principle of life have done in all ages and generations),

yet their principle will bear them out; in which God will

appear to strengthen and refresh their spirits, and carry

them up above all their sufferings, in the patience, meek

ness, and faith of the Lamb. And keeping to their princi

ple they cannot be overcome, but must either live or dia

oonquerora, according to the will and good pleasure of him
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who ordercth and disposeth of all things well, and bringeth

good out of every evil, in despite of all the powers of dark

ness. And he that overcometh (whether by life or death)

in the Lamb's Spirit, shall wear the Lamb's crown, and sit

down in that perfect rest in the kingdom of the Father,

which will give the hearts of all his children full satisfac

tion. In which assured hope (life stirring in onr bosoms,

and quickening our hearts with love unto God, and real

for his truth) we can freely give up all that is near and dear

unto us in this world, and lay down our heads in inward

peace, in the midst of the greatest outward persecution and

trouble. Even so, O Xord, thy will be done concerning

this generation of thy people, whom thou hast begotten to

thyself, and brought forth by thy mighty power, t:> testify

to thy truth in this present day. Dispose of them as it

pleaseth thee; and let not their faith in thee, nor thy faith

fulness to them, fail; but let them be a praise to thy name

throughout all generations; and tendered by thee, as the

first-fruits of thine appearance, in the glorious light of the

everlasting day, after this great, long, thick, and dark night

of apostasy from the life and, spirit of the apostles, which

hath so long eclipsed and covered the brightness of thy

beauty from the sight of the earth.

ISAAC PENINUTOX.
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MYSTERIES
•

op

GOD'S KINGDOM GLANCED AT.

FOR Tili.

gERVICE OF THE UPRIGHT-HEARTED AMONG SEVERAL SORTS OF

PROFESSORS, WHO HAVE FORMERLY HAD A FEELING OF

MOST OP THESE THINGS IN MEASURE:

To which feeling, and that which gave it them,

they are hereby allured and invited to return ; that the

many names and various ways may perish and vanish ;

and the One Hpirit, One Life, One new, living

Name and Way may be waited for

and pursued after:

That BO all the Tribes and Families, and

several Divisions of ISRAEL may know one another, and

heartily unite in one Nature and inward Power of Life,

which doth good to all, and harm to notm,

neither inwardly nor outwardly.

t

By • traveller t.•waril« tho living Sulwtanoe, and n mournrr

oter the wandering of the scattered

JSAAC PEKINOTON.
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FR E F A C E.

NO.VE but Christ, none bat .Christ, saith my aoul, from

the sense of my continual need of him, and from the deep

Jove of my heart unto him. Now tlterc is a two-fold way of

knowing Christ, both which are of use, and have their ser

vice in their several seasons, according to the estate and

condition of the soul, and according to the dispensation

•which it pleaseth (jod to set up among hie people; the one

whereof is literal, the other spirituul ; the one is according

to a description of him received intotho tmdt'rstanding; the

othei- is according to the revelation or unveiling of him in

the heart. As for instance, Christ may he preached as light,

as life, as power, as the eternal Word and wisdom of the

Father, ic. Now the receiving the knowledge of these

things merely into the understanding, is a receiving and

knowing Christ according to the letter, or according to a

literal description of him; and the receiving of any of these

things in the living sense and shiliings of the eternal light

of uod in the heart, and so becoming subject in that life,

sense, and power, is a knowing and receiving of them in

spirit, and the spiritual submission and obedience of the gos

pel. This is the excellent way and path of life which Uod

in this last age of the world is making manifest; though

the other is not quite Jaid fl^ide, nor to be rejected or de

spised, where there is any of the light of life stirring in it.

But the main thing now to be minded is the heavenly birth,

with (jod's dispensation of Hie to it, and its separation from

the earthly birth, and its way of feeding on the heavenly

things. For IIagar and Ishmnel (which are the mother and

child after the letter) arc now to be cast out; and the seed

of promise, with its mother, to abide in the house alone

{with the Fathjr of blessings) for ever. Ho that now the
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separation gocth very near and close. The birth that is

now raised is very inward and spiritual, even the seed it

self; and its food is the life itself, even that which the

earthly birth cannot feed on or digest; and the way and

knowledge of life is very inward and spiritual, to cut oft'

the earthly nature and spirit in its closest insinuations and

transforming. The Lamb, in his appearances in this day,

is very hidden and retired; and none can sec his paths, ami

follow him, butsuch as receive of his present ointment, and

feel the guidance of the opening of his eye in them. The

Lord is bringing about great things, both inwardly and out

wardly ; happy are they whose hearts and spirits are pre

pared for them: for great misery, death, and destruction are

coming upon the earthly, and great joy and blessedness are

breaking up in, and showering down upon, the heavenly;

which that all souls- that have the breath of life in them,

and that pant after the living God, may partake of, is the

earnest desire of my soul.

SOME OF THE MYSTERIES &C.

COKCKRHIKO CHRIST.

Quest. WHAT is ChrlrtT

Ans. He is the immediate offspring of eternal life in him

self, and the fountain or spring of life unto the creation.

"Even as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given

to the Son to have life in himself;" and in and through hi*

Bon he communicatcth of his life unto his creatures.

Quest. 2. How doth Christ convey life?

Aus. As the living Word; as the promised seed. He

Aoweth the seed of the kingdom in the heart, in which in

life: and as ho, maketh way for this to spread and grow up

in and leaven the vessel, even so he quickeneth and gath-

oreth into his life. Again, he ia the cnlightening word, tbs
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quickening word, the word of wisdom, the word of power,

the word of love and reconciliation, whose voice worketh

mightily towards the destroying of sin, and saving of the

soul from it.

Quest. 3. Where is this Word, or seed, to be waited for?

Ans. Its appearance is in the hearts of the sons of men,

and there it is to be waited for. There God sows this seed ;

and there it is nigh to them whom God visits with his lov

ing-kindness and mercy.

Quest. 4. How is this Word received?

Ans. By faith in the virtue which floweth from it. Its

nature is to turn against sin, and to draw towards the

Father. Its light shineth to discover sin, and its life

stirreth to quicken against it. Now in the heart's believ

ing, and being persuaded against that which the light dis-

covereth to be evil, and won to that which it showeth to be

good, the word is thus far received, and a foundation of

union between it and the soul laid. And so, on the other

hand, in the rejecting or turning from any thing that comes

from Christ in the heart, Christ is rejected and turned from.

Quest. 5. How doth this Word work in or upon the

heart?

Ans. According to the entrance it gets into the heart, or

according as it is rejected or refused. As it gets entrance,

it works life there, and works the creature into its life.

It brings in its nature, its righteousness, its holiness, its

sweetness, its peace, its love, its joy, its meekness, its pa

tience, &c., as it makes room in the heart, by working out

the contrary. But where it is rejected, it works death and

condemnation, and increaseth the captivity and misery of

the soul; so that it were bettor never to hear any sound

of Christ in the heart, than not to hearken asd become sub

ject thereto.

Quest. 6. What hinders union with Christ?

Ans. The strong man armed, whom he cometh to dispos

sess; who doth what he can to blind the eye from seeing

the lovely nature of Christ, and to harden the heart against

his visits and appearances.
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QuQ^t. 5. Is repentance wholly given, or parfectetl, at

first?

Ans. No; but it increaaeth, and is given daily more and

more to the heart that waiteth on the Lord. Bin, the nat

ure of it, the course of the mind and body in it, is discov

ered daily more and more, and the loathing and detesting

of it increased, as the new nature gathers strengtlf in the

mind, and increasetli in the light and power of lite.

Quest. 6. Is there never to be any reconciliation or turn

ing buck to sin ?

Ans. No; but a further removing and separation from it;

which separation is eternal, even as the beginning of it is

in an eternal nature. The scud, at its first appearance and

springing up, shutteth out sin. as being of a contrary nature

to it; and the stronger it groweth, the more it shntteth sin

out: and where it wholly leaveneth and possesseth the

creature, it wholly expelleth the old leaven, and leaveth no

place for it to re-enter. This is perfect salvation, where

there is no turning back to folly any more, but a perpetual

abiding in the nature of the eternal wisdom.

Quest. 7. Wh.it if there be a committing of sin after one

is turned from it?

Ans. The repentance is not there perfected; the enemy

is not there wholly cast out, uor his strength quite broken;

the law is not there fulfilled, the covenant of grace is not

there fully witnessed; but the soul still in a degree of cap

tivity under the power of the enemy: yet if the bent of the

heart be against the sin committed, God chargeth it upon

the enemy, and not upon the soul. "Now if I do that I

would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth

in me." Rom. vii. 20.

Quest. 8. But is there any sin where there is no law?

What makes sin but the law ? When a man hath travelled

through the law into the etenial nature, can he then com

mit sin?

Ans. Where there is no law, there can be no transgres

sion; but while any of that nature remains to which the

law naturally belongs, there may be sin and transgression.
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preservation of the sheep is not by the wise reasonings of

the mind concerning the shepherd's voice and the stranger's

voice; but by an instinct of the new hidden nature, which

teacheth the simple-hearted to avoid the snares which the

earthly wisdom is easily entangled in. The meek, the hum

ble, the broken-hearted, the weak, the poor, the babes, the

little children, these are they whom the Father teacheth;

these have that preservation and instruction, which the

wise, knowinsr, jndicious minds (in man's account) miss of.

Thus the foolishness of God is wiser than man, and the weakness

of God strongtr than man. And God hath chosen in every

man thai which is not, to bring to nought all that is in him,

that no flesh might glory in hia presence, nor no man be

able to boast before the Lord of the salvation of his soul.

CONCERNING REPENTANCE.

Quest. 1. WHAT is repentance?

ADS. It is Christ's turning of the heart from the dead nfa-

ure, and from the dead works, towards the living principle,

and the living works thereof.

Quest. 2. Cannot a man turn from sin, and turn to God

when he will?

Ans. No; man is a captive, his understanding captive,

his will captive; all his affections and nature in captivity;

and nothing can turn him towards God, but that which is

stronger than that power which captivateth him.

Quest. S. How is repentance wrought?-

Ans. It U Christ's gift, whom GoJ hath appointed a

prince and Saviour, to give repentance and remission of

sins, who giveth it in its enlightening and drawing virtue,

wherein sin's nature is opened, and the bent of the soul by

him secretly turned against it.

Quest. 4. What is the heart turned from, and what is it

turned towards?

Ans. From one nature to another, from one principle to

another, from one spirit to another, from one course to an

other, from one end to another.
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forth its light, its life, its nature, its virtue into the heart.

The heart being touched with this, is in some measure

quickened towards God, and in and from this quickening

virtue faith flows into the soul. For in the death of sin, in

the dead state, there is nothing bat unbelief; faith there

fore must needs flow from the quickenings of life.

Quest. 4. What doth faith do in the heart?

Ans. It uniteth to God, and separateth from sin. It be-

ginneth and carrieth on the work of redemption in the soul.

It receiveth in that which is of God, and bcateth baok the

contrary. It kecpeth the mind chaste, pure, living, and

fresh before the Lord. It draweth out the virtue, and euck-

eth in the sweatnesi of every appearance of God in the

heart. It keepeth in the love of God, and expel leth the

love to sin, creature, self, or any titing as it stands out of

God. Indeed faith is the natural sucker-in of the breath of

life, and the pur^or-ou t of the breath and power of death.

Quest. 5. Wherein doth faith siand?

Ans. In that wherein it is received, even in the quicken

ing power. Faith must bt continually kept alive by the

seed of life, or it cannot live. It springs in the power, it

dwells in the power, it acts in the power, and is never found

out of it. Man cannot believe when he will; it is a con

tinual gift, depending up;m the continual quickenings and

nourishment of that life from whence it sprang.

Quest. (i. But doth not God withdraw? Doth not the

power often clap in? \Vhere is faith then?

Ans. There is the secret presence of the power, when it

is not visibly manifest, enabling the soul to keep to, and

depend upon, that which is not seen, but trusted in, though

unseen, and not sensibly felt: and there is a secret turning

from, and resisting of temptations, and a secret overcom

ing (the heart being kept true and entire to the Lord) while

the euemy seemeth sensibly to prevail and overcome.

Quest. 7. AVhy doth the enemy so assault with unbelief,

and fight so sti.Hy against the faith of t!ie soul?

Ans. Because all depends upon it. Stop that, he stops

all; overcome that he overcomes all. If that stand aud
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abide in strength, he gains nothing; but loses by every

temptation and seeming vietory; for faith gets ground aud

advantage not only by a temptation, but also by a fall.

CONCERNING HOPE.

Quest. 1. WHAT is hope?

Ans. The expectation of somewhat from the Lord, in the

season of his good-will. The expectation of the crown of

life at last; the expeetation of deliverance from snares and

temptations at present; the expectation of receiving hia

promises of the divine natnre, or of any mercy or blessing

which he hath given to pray for; this is hope.

Quest. 2. What are the grounds of hope to the soul?

Ans. There are manifest and visible grounds, or a secret

and invisible ground.

Quest. !5. What sire the manifest and visible grounds?

Ans. They are many, and of divers kinds. The Lord's

love manifested to the soul; -the Lord's promises made to

the soul particularly, or generally to that condition wherein

the soul is; the soul's experience of the Lord's helping it

in former distresses; yea, the very tender nature of the

Lord towards souls, and their descent from him, notwith

standing their present alienation and corrupt estate, is a

ground of hope, where the Lord quickens it to the heart.

Qucs". 4. What is the invisible or secret ground of hope?

Ans. That cannot be discerned which is secret and in

visible; but yet there is sometimes a hope in the heart,

when it is not perceived, which is maintained and fed by

the invisible life, which is hid there.

Quest. 5. What is the nature and proper effects of hope?

Ans. It stays the mind, even in the midst of storms and

tempests, that they do not overturn, overwhelm, and sink

the soul. It keeps up the head above the many waters, and

keeps the heart from utterly fainting. It preserves life in

the many famines and strait sieges of the enemy. Hope of

relief keeps from yielding to the enemy, and preserves

from distrusting the Lord. Distrust cannot enter and pro
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vail, where hope abides. Hope adds strength to the soul

in its pursuit of all that is good, and in its flying from and

eschewing all that is evil, and is the succorer of faith in the

needful hour: yea, how often would the faith be given uli

and foiled, were it not for the hope which relieves it !

CONCERNING LOVE.

Quest. 1. WHAT is love?

Ans. What shall I say of it, or how shall I in words ex

press its nature ! It is the sweetness of life ; it is the sweet,

tender, melting nature of God, flowing up through his seed

of life into the creature, and of all things making the creature

most like unto himself, both in nature and operation. It

fulfils the law, it fulfils the gospel ; it wraps up all in one,

and brings forth all in the oneness. It excludes all evil out

of the heart, it perfects all good in the heart. A touch of

love doth this in measure; perfect love doth this in fulness.

But how can I proceed to speak of it! Oh that the souls

of all that fear and wait on the Lord might feel its nature

fully ! and then would they not fail of its sweet, overcoming

operations, both towards one another, and towards enemies.

The great healing, the great conquest, the great salvation i*

reserved for the full manifestation of the love of God. His

judgments, his cuttings, his hewings by the word of his

mouth, arc but to prepare for, but not to do, the great work

of raising up the sweet building of his life, which is to be

done in love, and in peace, and by the powerjthereof. And this

my soul waits and cries after, even the full springing up of

eternal love in my heart, and in the swallowing of me wholly

into it, and the bringing of my soul wholly forth in it, that the

life of God in its own perfect sweetness may fully run forth

through this vessel, and not be at all tinctured by the vessel,

but perfectly tincture and change the vessel into its o\vn nat

ure ; and then shall no fault be found in my soul before the

Lord, but the spotless life be fully enjoyed by me, and be

come a perfectly pleasant sacrifice to my God.

Oh! how sweet is love! how pleasant is its nature! how
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takingly doth it behave itself in every condition, upon every

occasion, to every person, and about every thing! How ten

derly, how readily, doth it help and serve the meanest ! How

patiently, how meekly, doth it bear all things, either from

God or man, how unexpectedly soever they come, or how

hard soever they seem ! How doth it believe, how doth it

hope, how doth it excuse, how doth it cover even that which

seemeth not to be excusable, and not fit to be covered ! How

kind is it even in its interpretations and charges concerning

miscarriages! It never overchargeth, it never grates upon

the spirit of him whom it reprehends; it never hardens, it

never provokes; but carrieth a meltingness and power of

convietion with it. This is the nature of God ; this, in the

vessels capacitated to receive and bring it forth in its glory,

the power of enmity is not able to stand against, but falls

before, and is overcome by.

CONCERNING OBEDIENCE.

Quest. WHAT is obedience?

Ans. It is the subjection of the soul to the law of the

Spirit; which subjection floweth from, and is strengthened

by, love. To wait to know the mind of God, and perform

his will in every thing, through the virtue of the principle

of life revealed within, this is the obedience of faith. This is

the obedience of the seed, conveyed into the creature by the

seed, and it is made partaker of the seed. He is the son who

naturally doth the will; he is the faithful witness who tes

tifies concerning the will; yea, and he is the choice servant

also.

Mark how every thing in the kingdom, every spiritual

thing, refers to Christ, and centres in him. His nature, his

virtue, his presence, his power, makes up all. Indeed he is

all in all to a believer, only variously manifested and opened

in the heart by the Spirit. He is the volume of the whole

book, every leaf and line whereof speaks of him, and writes

out him in some or other of his sweet and beautiful linen

inents. So that if I should yet speak further of other things,

32*
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a* of meekness, tenderness, humility, mercy, gentleness, pa

tience, long-suffering, contentedness, &c. (all which I had

much rather should be read in his book, even in the living

book of the eternal Word, than in my writings), I should

but speak further of his nature brought up, manifested, and

displaying itself in and through the creatures, by his turn

ing the wheel of his life in their hearts. But my spirit has-

tenoth from words, therefore can I not but cut short and

pass over these openings in me, that neither my own soul

nor others may fix or stay upon words concerning the

thing, but may sink in spirit into the feeling of the life it

self, and may learn what it is to enjoy it there, and to he

comprehended of it, and cease striving to know or compre

hend concerning it. And then I am sure he that hath a

taste of this cannot but he willing to sell all the knowledge

that can be held in the creaturely vessel, for that knowledge

which is living, and is laid up in that treasury, into which

the thief and corrupter can by no means steal or break.

Yet somewhat I cannot but further add concerning peace,

joy, liberty, prayer; as also concerning regeneration, .justi

fication, sanctification, reconciliation, and redemption; be

cause my heart believeth that it may prove serviceable to

sumo, in the guidance and mercy of the good Spirit of the

Lord.

PEACE, OR REST.

E peace is the stillness, the quietness, the satisfied -

ness of the heart in God, which floweth from and with the

•Spirit of life in the soul, that is subjected to Christ. Then-

is indeed a kind of peace; to wit, a false peace or rest in sin

and unrighteousness ; but this is not truly natural to the

soul while ,it lasts, and is likewise suddenly disturbed when

the true light shines in the heart, and when God's witue^

awakens it. Then "there is no peace to the wicked, saith

my God." Oh, the trouble and perplexity of the sinner,

when the light of God's Spirit makes his heart and way*

manifest to him! yea, and that soul also, which in its day
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of visitation pants after the Lord, and is willing to give up

to the guidance of hia light, and waiteth for the directing

and redeeming power of his Spirit ; yet oh, what a bitter

war, noise, and tumults doth the enemy raise within ! How

doth it disturb every step of his way, and strive to darken

every drawing, motion, and leading of the soul out of his

dominion ! But as the redemption is felt, the snares broken,

the life manifested, and the soul feels itself entered into the

nature and obedience of it ; so the peace springs, and the

rest in God is tasted of and enjoyed.

CONCERNING JOY.

JOY is the gladness of the heart in God, chiefly springing

from the refreshings and presence of his life, which carries

through and over all, even the greatest trials and tribula

tions. When the poor, panting, wcnry soul, which hath

longed after God, and long felt the bitterness and misery

of its separation, begins to feel his love, and its union with

him, in his letting of it forth into the heart, and its assur

ance of his goodness, righteousness, power, wisdom, and

salvation, oh, how is it filled with joy and delight in the

earnest of its portion ! Now saith it, in the strength of life,

My soul rejoiceth in God my Saviour; for he hath regarded

my low estate, his bowels have rolled towards me, his day-

spring from on high, and his mercies from beneath, have

visited me ; and I, who long have been desolate and forsa

ken, have now found favor in the eyes of my beloved, and

my heart feeleth (in measure) that I am his, and he mine,

who hath touched me, won my heart, undertaken for me,

and what can separate? He hath tied the knot himself, and

what can break it? And how can my heart but rejoice in

his name over all my fears, false reasonings, doubts, and

misgivings, which long held me captive, and withheld my

eye from reading love, the which was written both in his

in/art. and in his dealings towards me?



THE WORKS OF

LIBERTY.

LirsRTT is the enlargedness of the heart in the Spirit of

the Lord, wherein it hath scope in all that is good, and is

shut out of all that is evil. The Spirit of the Lord is free,

and maketh free. The earthly spirit is in bondage with her

children; but the}" which are begotten of the Lord, and

wrapped up in his Spirit, find the power and freedom of

the new life therein, and are thereby perfectly out of the

reach of that, which (let into t'.ie m'.nd) hath power to cap

tivate and inthrall. Therefore it is not all manner of scope

and latitnde, wherein the true liberty consiateth; but in the

scope and latitnde proper to its nature. And thus the in

finite and unlimituble One is limited (if it be proper so to

express it), even within the limits and bounds of his own

nature and Spirit, which he cannot transgress, or in any

wise consent to do what is contrary thereunto.

CONCERNING PRAYER.

PRAYER is the breath of the living child to the Father of

life, in that Spirit which quickened it, which giveth it the

right sense of its wants, and suitable cries proportionable to

its state, in the proper season thereof. So that mark:

prayer is wholly out of the will of the creature, wholly out

of the time of the creature, wholly out of the power of the

creature, in the Spirit of the Father, who is the fountain of

life, and giveth forth breathings of life to his child at his

pleasure.

CONCERNING REGENERATION.

Quest. 1. WHAT is regeneration?

Ans. It is the new birth of the creature, or its being born

again of the immortal seed of the word of eternal life.

Quest. 2. How is this birth obtained?

Ana. By the springing up of the need of eternal life in
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the heart, and the heart being changed into it, and brought

forth in it.

Quest. 3. How is the heart changed into and brought

forth in the seed?

Ans. By being leavened with the power and virtue of its

nature by a new sap received from it, which spreadeth by

degrees, and at length becometh all in it.

Quest. 4. How is this virtue received from the seed?

Ans. In giving up to it in the faith which flows from it:

this lets in the new sap and nature of life, which purgeth

out the old.

Quest. 5. How doth the seed appear and manifest itself,

and how is it given up to in the faith?

Ans. It doth appear in its own light and quickening vir

tue, which discovers the darkness and death of sin, and

draws the heart, which it makes willing, out of it. Now its

drawings being felt, it is well known, the thing required by

it made manifest, there is a faith herein begotten in the

heart; and then the soul is to give up in the pbedience of

the faith, without consulting with the reasonings and wis

dom of the fleshly mind, where the enemy lies ready to

damp this light of faith, and betraying into the unbelief.

CONCERNING JUSTIFICATION.

Quest. 1. WHAT is justification?

Ans. It is the owning or clearing of a person in his obe

dience to the Lord ; or the pardoning, passing by, and so

clearing him from his disobedience.

Quest. 2. Who is it that justifieth?

Ans. It is the Lord, who giveth the law to mankind ac

cording to his pleasure ; he it is that is also the judge of

man's obedience or disobedience thereto, and the proper

justifier or condemuer of him therein.

Quest. 3. But is not man in a fallen state? And can he

so obey God in any thing as to be justified by him?

Ans. Man is indeed fallen, and hath no strength or will

i1i' himself to serve or obey the Lord; but there is a visi
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tation of life and love (for Christ's sake) issuing forth to

wards mankind in general, wherein there goeth forth s

quickening life, and a secret, hidden virtue, which giveth

ability to the hearts which the Lord maketh willing to

follow his drawings. And this dispensation is so managed

by the Lord, that no man perisheth for want of power, but

only from the stubbornness and choice of his own will. So

that man's destruction is indeed of himself everywhere;

but nowhere of God, whose delight is to save, and not to

destroy, his creature, under every dispensation of his life.

Q.iest. 4. But many men do not know Christ, and how

can they obtain justification by him?

Am. There is a double knowledge of Christ; outwardly,

by a relation concerning him, and inwardly, by feeling the

virtue of his nature. Now thus many know Christ, who

know him not outwardly. They may have somewhat sown,

touched, and raised by God, of the nature of Christ in

them, and in this they may know the Father, and spring of

the same nature, and be gathered in heart into it, and so

come within the line or compass of the spiritual lifo. where

in the spiritual blessings and mercies run and flow through

Christ, and for his sake. And so here they may see their

sins, and be loaded with them, and feel the life and virtue

that washeth from them, and that it is in the mere mercy of

God, and so be drawn out of self into the nature, life, vir

tue, and power of Christ, which is conveyed in substance in

the inward feeling and new-creating of the heart.

Quest. 5. How is this justification wrought?

Ans. By faith in the virtue which flowcth from Christ.

God letting in of the nature of his Son into the heart, and

begetting therein somewhat of his own likeness, in which

he dravveth, and which he giveth to believe in : this faith is

imputed by God for righteousness, in every heart wherever

it is found; and where this faith in the living virtue i»

found, there God blotteth out the iniquities for his name's

Bake; yea, and remission is felt in that which is made living.

And there is one near, who hath power to bind or loose in

the conscience, according to the nature of the dispensation;
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and who doth hind or loose in every dispensation as he

fiudeth cause. But all loosing of sins is for Christ's sake,

and through his blood; though every one in every dispen

sation is not able distinctly so to read it. Yea, under the

law, the remission was by this sacrifice; though many of

the Jews could not read the type. The promise is to the

seed of the kingdom, and to man in the seed; and there

it reacheth him whenever it findeth him; for in all his

gatherings into, and being found in, that, he is blessed.

Q lilt. 6. Then in ty a m:m be justified who never heard

outwardly of Christ?

Ans. If ho feel the seed of -life, be overcome by its nat

ure, give up to its law, as it is made manifest in his heart,

abhor the nature and law of sin and death, and thus in soul

cleave unto the Lord, and follow him as he pleaseth to lead,

the Spirit and life of the Lord cannot but herein justify

him; and the grace and mercy of the Lord cannot withhold

giving him out his pardon for his sins past (and also pass

by his future frailties), although he distinctly know not

how to sue out and plead it. The redemption and pardon

of sin is through the unlimited grace of God: which is not

restrained to the outward knowledge of the creature, but

issueth forth according to the capacity that God creates any

where to receive it. Life, mercy, grace, pardon, &c. issue

forth from God into the vessels of every kind, under every

dispensation that he prepareth for them: and the inward

sense of life is the thing that God aims at in all his dispen

sations, and not the outward skill or knowledge, but thrusts

that by in every dispensation, except as his inward life and

virtue is found in it.

Quest. 7. How is justification by grace?

Ans. No man in his fallen estate can deserve any thing

of God. It is of grace that God visits him by any dispen

sation of his love and mercy. It is of grace that he giveth

him any ability to turn unto him. It is of grace that he

accepts him in turning, giving him a share in the ransom he

hath found, which is still in God's eye in whatever he doea

for man, however man may be off from it. Indeed such is
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the weakness of man, that no man can be justified by the

works of obedience that he can perform under any dispen

sation, hut only by the remission and ability which he re

ceives from grace, and wherein alone he can be preserved

nnto the end by grace. So that in every dispensation it is

«racc alone that saves (through the redemption which is in

Jesus Christ), though from the eye of man this hath been

very much hidden in divers dispensations. Yet, notwith

standing, the broken and humble-hearted ones (who have

felt the inward power of life to change their natures, and to

preserve them in that which God hath begotten in them).

the grace prevaileth to Bave in every dispensation. For if

is not the outwardness of any dispensation, but the virtue

let forth from God in the heart, which saves. And by this

the Lord can save under any dispensation, and without this

there is no salvation in any.

Quest. 8. What is the righteousness that justifieth in the

sight of God?

Ans. The righteousness of Christ alone. This conveyed

to the creature in and through the seed, and brought forth

in the creature by the seed, and the creature united to

Christ in the seed; here is the justification of the life. In

deed there is also a justification according to the works of

the law, or the creaturely obedience, which the Lord will

go far own as the creature is able to bring it forth : but it is

the obedience of faith which is the pleasure of his soul.

And the other can hardly ever be perfect, so as the Lord

tan spy no fault in it, and may also easily fail, depending-

upon the brittle nature and spirit of the creature; whereas

this is of an abiding nature, having its root not in tlte creat

ure, but in the seed. Therefore, O all that love life ! de

scend from the outwardness of dispensation into the hidden

seed, where we may feel the living God, and all that are in

any living dispensation of his life, as the Lord pleaseth to

let our spirits into him, and into one another. And wait

for the light and power of this blessed day (which in the

tender mercy of the Lord hath dawned from on high upon

us) which discovereth and maketh things known, not after
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the letter of a dispensation, but by manifesting their inward

nature, power, and virtue in the endless life, of which Christ

is now become the minister in the living sanctuary in those

whose hearts he hath new-formed, and dwolleth in.

CONCERNING SANCTIFICATION.

Quest. 1. WHAT is sanctification?

Ans. It is the cleansing of the vessel by the Spirit of the

Lord, from the pollution both of flesh and spirit.

Quest. 2. And by what doth the Spirit of the Lord cleanse

the vessel from its pollution?

Ans. By the living truth, which hath power in it to

wash away the deceit, enmity, impurity, and whatever evil

hath formerly defiled, or may yet again at any time defile

the vessel.

Quest. 3. How doth the soul receive this cleansing or pu

rifying from the Spirit of the Lord?

Ans. In its obedience to his truth made manifest in the

heart; for thereby the power of the Word enters into the

soul, and sheds abroad its living virtue in the soul.

"Quest. 4. What then is chiefly to he minded by the soul,

that would be cleansed from its lilthiness?

Ans. The obedience of faith, or the obedience which

springs from faith. For as all the benefits and blessings of

the law depended upon obedience to the law; so all the

benefits and blessings of the gospel depend upon obedie.ice

to the gospel. Yea, and this is the glory and excellency of

the gospel that the principle of faith there doth that which

the principle of the law could never do.

CONCERNING RECONCILIATION.

Quest. 1. WHAT is reconciliation?

Ans. It is a bringing together the minds and hearts of

God and man into one.

Quest. 2. How is this wrought?

Ana. By taking away the enmity of man's nature, which

Vol. II.— 33 %
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is therein against God, and by planting him into, and caus

ing him to grow up in, that nature and life which God lov-

eth, whereby that is removed from man which God hateth,

and which is the cause of separation ; and man brought into,

and brought up in, that which is the love and delight of

God's heai t.

Quest. 3. By what i« this reconciliation wrought?

Ans. By the Word of God's power. That comes forth

from the love of God unto man; and man being gathered

out of himself into that, the evil seed is thereby destroyed,

and the good seed of the kingdom thereby cherished, and

groweth up in its shadow and nourishment.

Quest. 4. How doth the Word work this?

Ans. By winning upon man, and gathering him into its

light, out of man's own darkness, exercising man various

ways to empty him of himself, and make him weak in him

self, and putting forth its own strength in and for man, as

it hath emptied and weakened him in himself.

Quest. 5. What then is man's great advantage towards

reconciliation with God?

Ans. To become weak, to become poor, to become help

less, to become nothing by the frequent exercises of the

word of reconciliation in the heart: for the poor receive the

gospel, and the weak receive God's strength, and the help

less his mercy, and the nothing-ones his fulness.

CONCERNING REDEMPTION.

Quest. 1. WHAT is redemption ?

Ans. It is the purchasing of the vessel out of the cap

tivity and misery of death, into the liberty and blessedness

of the divine life, sown, revealed, grown up, and perfected

in the heart.

Quest. 2. Who is the redeemer?

Ans. The Son of God, the child of God's begetting, the

divine image, who naturally believes and fulfils the will of

the Father, in every vessel which it hath prepared.

Quest. 3. By what doth he redeem ?
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Ans. By his blood ; by his life ; by his power ; by his nature

sown in the vessel, and transforming the vessel into its own

likeness. Yea, this is indeed redemption, when the creat

ure is changed into, and brought forth in, the image, power,

nature, virtue, and divine life of him that redeenietb; and

the old contrary image perfectly blotted out, by the pres

ence and indwelling of the new. This is perfect redemp

tion, the least measure whereof is redemption in a degree.

And after this springs up the glory of the life in the ves-

eel, even the glory which it had with the Father before the

world was. In the nature of the life the glory iahid: it IB

sown in the seed, it dies with the seed, it is raised with the

eeed. When Zion in any heart is built up, it is natural to

the Lord to appear there in his glory; and the pure eye sees

it, and the pure heart enjoys and is one with it. So that aa

there is a true entrance into, fellowship in, and enjoyment

of, the death of Christ; s:i is thuro also of the resurrection

and glory of the redeemed life; which is the portion and

inheritance which God hath prepared for Zion, after her

long desolation and sore widowhood; which he will give

onto her in the sight of all the world, whereby she shall be

come the beauty, joy, and praise of the whole earth ; who

hath hitherto been the reproached, despised, and afflicted,

and made a prey of, by the several sorts of devouring

spirits.

A POSTSCRIPT TO PROFESSORS. •

Tnis I am assured of, that it were an easy matter with

the Lord, to give forth a literal description of all the things

of his kingdom, so exact, full and natural to the thing, as

might answer and satisly every inquiring mind. But this

would not effect the work which God is now about. This

would not raise his seed, which would lie dead and buried

under all this, unless quickened and raised by the immedi

ate power and life of the Father. Nay, might not the

earthly spirit be easily building with this an earthly fabric,

which would not come within the measure of the true tern
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pie? May I speak freely; I would not deny any thing of

God among you, nor be an instrument to quench the least

good in any of you; but indeed I have seen, I have felt

and known some of your snares; yet have rather spent the

strength of my spirit in crying to God for you, that he would

break them, and disentangle your souls, than in endeavours

to demonstrate and manifest them unto you. And I am

now touching at OrIC of them, which is not the meanest; to

wit, a getting the knowledge of things into the mind and

comprehension, striving to grow rich there, and wise to un

derstand and dispute about them. Indeed, this is not the

poor one which receives the gospel, and is acquainted with

the power and virtue of eternal life. And if the Lord did

not teach my soul continually to give up the outward knowl

edge of every thing, and press after the inward life, I might

soon grow wise after the flesh, but lose the fresh oil which

Buppleth and nourisheth me. My spirit bowcth and press-

eth within me, in great earnestness to the God of mercies,

that ye may not be left behind the flock, whose path is liv

ing, and who follow the living footsteps of the Lamb, who

leadeth by his living Spirit from life to life into his king

dom.
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BOMB

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

OY DEEP CONCKRNMENT TO

THE JEWS,

FROM ONE WHO HATH BEEN A WRESTLER AND TRAVELLER WITH

THE LOllD OF LIFE, FOR THE DAY OF THEIR

MERCY AND REDEMPTION.

Quest. 1. WHETHER the people of the Jews do err in their

hearts from the God of their fathers (in this their sore dis

persion and final captivity), and are not acquainted with

his ways, wherein he would have them walk with him, and

wait for his mercy and redemption.

Ana. That there is mercy towards, and redemption for,

that poor, scattered, forsaken people, my heart hath from

my childhood, and doth still steadfastly believe.

That there is a way wherein they are to worship the God

of their fathers, and wait for his mercy and redemption, is

also the belief of my heart.

But whether they do indeed know the Lord their God,

and the present path wherein he requireth thom to walk,

and eo are brought/ into the capacity and litness for the

mercy and redemption which is in the heart of the Lord

towards them, that I very much doubt of, and in the tender

love and good-will of my heart am drawn to propose the

consideration thereof to them.

The grounds of this my doubt are chiefly these two:

1. Becanse their fathers, who had Moses and the proph

ets to instruct them in the law of the Lord, and in his ways

of worship and obedience, yet did err in their hearts from

the Lord tlieir God, both under the teachings of Moses and

of the prophets. "It is a people that do err in their heart,

33*
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and they have not known my ways," said the Lord concern

ing them, upon forty years trial of them in the wilderness.

Psa. xcv. 10. And Moses also complained unto all Israel,

that notwithstanding all that they had seeu done by the

Lord in the land of Egypt; and the great temptations,

signs, and miracles in the wilderness, yet the Lord had not

given them a heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to

hear unto this day. Dent. xxix. 2, 8, 4. Neither did they

more understand the mind of the Lord by the ministry of

the prophets, than by Moses; but misunderstood his way

of worship, misunderstood his intent about their sacrifices,

and offered up the abomination of his soul; even when

they offered up the very sacrifices which he required, as the

Spirit of the Lord in the prophets often testified unto them.

Sec Isa. i. Isa. Ixvi. Mic. vi. Ezek. xx. with many more

testimonies of the prophets, pleading with them from the

mouth of the Lord.

Now if their fathers, in the days of Moses, and ifi the

days of the prophets, when they had certain information

from the mouth of the Lord concerning his ways, yet then

did err in heart, and did not understand the mind of his

Spirit; how much more probable is it that these, in the

cloudy and dark day, when the light (that shone upon their

fathers) is hid from their eyes, that these may miss of the

mind of the Lord, and not understand the way of peace

and acceptance with their God.

2. Because the prophets foretell of their idols cleaving to

them, and their uncleanuess not being removed, but their

stubbornness and hardness remaining, until the grout and

terrible day of the Lord God Almighty, wherein his Spirit

shall be poured down from on high, and they visited and

redee:ncd in the light and power thereof. Then shall

Ephraim say to his idols, "Get ye hence; what have I to

do any more with idols?" Yea in that day "shall they cast

their idols to the moles and to the bats." Isa. ii. 20. For

the Lord will cleanse them from all their uncleanness,

Kzek. xxxvi. 29. and take away the stone out of their heart,

and make their spirits tender towards the God of their
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fathers; insomuch as Ephraim shall smite upon his thigh,

and bemoan his unaccostomedness to the yoke, and eternal

law of the Spirit of his God, which he hath not understood

in spirit, but been blinded about the ordinances of Moses,

and testimonies of the prophets.

Quest. 2. Whether the Jews can possibly meet with the

blessings of the Messiah, while their heart errs from the

God of their fathers, and they do not know his way.

Ans. It is utterly impossible, while they miss of the path

wherein blessedness is to be found, to meet with that bless

edness which the path thereof alone leads to. How can

the heart, in erring from God, meet with that which is

alone to be found in union and walking with him? Have

they met with it to this day? Or can they ever meet with

it, till they be tanght and led of the Lord to walk towards

it? Oh that Israel knew the way of life! Oh that their

hearts were turned towards their God, that they might no

more die, nor be estranged from him like the heathen, but

live the life of the blessed, and enjoy an inheritance in the

land of the living!

Quest. 3. Is there any way for Israel to be cured of the

error of their heart, that their misknowledge of God and

his ways may be removed from them, and they may come

to a right understanding, and a clearness of light?

Ans. There is balm in the land of the living, which is

able to cure all the diseases and distempers of the dead,

and there is a physician who is abb? to apply it. The God

of Israel knoweth the very core of evil in the heart, and all

the issues of death from thence, and how to take out the

core, and stop all the issues of sin, death, and misery. The

Shepherd of Israel understandeth the lost state, the wan

dering state, the sick state of every lost soul in Israel, and

hath skill and remedies to recover and heal them all.

Ezek. xxxiv.

Quest. 4. What way hath this skillful physician for the

cure of the erring heart of his Israel, and to bring them to

an acquaintance with him and his ways?
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Ana. He hath divers, which arc able thoroughly to effect

it. As:

1. By circumeising their hearts, or by sprinkling clean

water upon them to wash away the filth of their hearts.

With him is "the fountain of living waters," and with them

can he "wash away the filth of the danghter of Zion;" yea,

"his lire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem:" with

him is "the spirit of jndgment and the spirit of burning,"

wherewith he can search out aljd jndge all the evil in the

hearts of his people Israel, and burn it up.

2. By creating a new heart and a new spirit within them.

He can not only take away the heart of sione, but he can

give a heart of flesh, which shall be sensible and tender to

every motion and impression of his Spirit, as the other was

dull and hard.

3. He can write his law in their heart, that they may no

more read in the oldness of the letter, where life can never

be learned (which is to pass away, for the weakness and un

profitableness thereof), but in the newness of the Spirit,

where the new eye easily reads and understands what God

writes in the now heart and mind.

4. He can put his Spirit within them, and cause them to

walk in his ways, and to keep the statutes and jndgments

which God writes in this now book, even the renewed

heart; for this is the book of the now covenant, these are

the tables thereof, wherein God writes the law of life eter

nal for his Israel, wherein they are to read, and live for ever.

And happy is tha,t Israelite who waits for, and receives, the

Spirit. To him none of the commandments of life are

grievous, being all quickened to him. in and by the Spirit.

So that the more the Lord writes in his heart, the happier

is he; he thereby receiving more of the life and power of

God's Spirit, and learning thereby more of his God, and

travelling there-through further with him into his purity

and divine sweetness.

Quest. 6. What way is there for Israel to come by this

cure?

Aus. None but God's covenant, the covenant which God
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made with their fathers. Not the covenant of the law by

Moses, but the covenant before the law, which was also re

newed by Moses, but was not that covenant which God

made with them in Horeb, but a covenant besides, as they

nr.iy read, Dent. xxix. Alas, alas! man can never come to

lifi by his obedience; he still falls short there; but by re

ceiving the promised seed, he comes to be heir of the prom

ise with the seed, and finds the obedience of the seed

brought forth in him, through the grace and mercy of God,

which breaketh forth upon his Israel. Oh that the hearts

of Israel after the flesh were circumcised to hear this sound !

that they might be turned in spirit towards the God of life

and salvation, that from him they might receive the seed of

life into their vessels, that their hearts might be puriiied

and made living by the seed, and they might there meet

with that, which their fathers could never meet with by the

law of Moses; nor indeed is never so to be obtained, but

by the promise to their fathers, which was before the law.

And this must be the way of their restoration into favor

with God; to wit, not the covenant which God made with

their fathers, when he took them by the hand to bring them

out of the land of Egypt, but the covenant" by which God

writes the law and knowledge of himself in the heart. Jer.

xxxi. 32, 33.

Quest. 6. How may Israel come into this covenant with

God ? Or is there any thing for them to do, that they may

enter into it, and reap the blessings of it?

Ans. They must mind the small beginnings of it, and

subject to God therein, that they may know its further

growth and progress in them. He that withstands the be

ginning of a thing can never come to the end thereof. Now

the blessedness is chiefly in the end; but it is not found and

enjoyed but by him that meets with the beginning, and so

by degrees travels along till he comes to the end. And

here is a great mystery, which the wisdom of man cannot

learn or understand; in that, though the greatest blessings

are contained in this covenant, yet the beginnings of it are

the smallest and most contemptible. The seed of the prom
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ise, the seed of the kingdom, is the least of all seeds. Man

easily overlooks it; or if he have a little glimmering of it,

readily despises it, as unlikely ever to have that in it, or to

bring that to pass for the soul, which it desires and expects.

Yet there is no other way to the kingdom, but by this seed

of the kingdom opening and growing in the heart, and

gathering the heart into itself, leavening it (by its spreading)

with the leaven of life eternal, and purging out the sour

leaven of sin and death. This then is the path of life; thou

muft wait to feel the seed of the kingdom sown in thy heart

by the good seeds-man, and then wait for thy gathering in

to it, and growth in it; and by thy subjection unto it, and

its overspreading thee with the power of life eternal (which

is in it, though hidden from thee), thou wilt find sin and

death, and the power of hell, vanquished in thy heart, and

thy heart fitted for the God of thy life to dwell and appear

in, whoso dwelling and appearance there will make thee

completely happy. Only if thou wouldst come out of thy

captivity by the enemy of thy soul (whereof thy present

outward captivity is but a shadow), into the life and rest of

thy God; lake heed of despising the day of small things, or

the low voice of thy God in thy heart; for therein are the

beginnings of life. And thou must begin at the lowest step

that the God of thy life chooseth for thee (and tind that wis

dom shut out, which would begin or go on otherwise than

the Lord secth fit to lead and teach) if ever thou enter into

the path of life, or walk on therein with thy God.

Quest. 7. How may I know tkis seed of life, or feel when

God begins to sow it in my heart, that I may not turn from

the small beginnings thereof, but may find an entrance

into this blessed covenant of God with my fathers before

the law?

Ans. The word or voice of this seed is nigh thee, and it

hath a living testimony with it for good, and against evil.

It hath a living sparkling in the heart, whereby it is felt and

known by those that wait for its appearance. It naturally

turneth from the evil and towards the good; and in ita mov

ing and appearing in thee, it will be turning thee toward*
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that which it naturally loves, and from that which it natu

rally hates. In any such stirring in thy heart, there is the

beginning of light eternal to shine upon thy tahernacle; and

by giving up and being gathered into its warnings and mo

tions, thou wilt fejl a touch of life, even a quickening and

warmth towards good, and a beginning of deadness and dis

union with that which is evil. And as thia is waited for

more and more, it will appear more and more in the seasons

it sees tit; and as it finds entrance into thee, so will it lead

thee into its covenant with its God. Remember, therefore,

what Moses said to thy fathers concerning the word of this

covenant "It is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and in

thy heart, that thou mayest do it." Dent. xxx. 14. Thy

fathers never knew the virtue of this covenant, but were

drowned in misery for want of minding it. And if thou

wert gathered into it, thou wouldst meet with circumeision

of heart, and the new creation of thy mind and spirit, and

the writing of the eternal law of life there, and the putting

of the Holy Spirit of God into thee; all which are contained

in this covenant, yea, wrapped up in the very seed thereof,

which is (in the Lord's times and seasons) smiting the seed

of the evil-doer in the hearts of the sons of men, and striv

ing to gather them out of the disobedient state and nature,

into the obedience of the glimmerings of his light in their

hearts; which becomes a law of life and power in them, as

it finds entrance into, and place in, them. Therefore, O ye

eons of Abraham after the flesh, wait for, know, and be

lieve in the light of this covenant, and give up to be gath

ered into the holy seed thereof, that ye may become his

children after the Spirit, in this new covenant, in this living

covenant, wherein all that enter live in Spirit and power to

the God of Abraham; and not by the works of the law of

Moses, but by faith in the living seed, become heirs and in

heritor of the promise of eternal life, which is to Abraham

and his seed for ever.

O poor wandering Jew! wait to hear the cry of wisdom's

voice in thy streets, discovering unto thee, and counselling

thee against, the evil of thy heart and ways, by the "Word
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which is very nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart.

And be won upon by the voice of wisdom; give it thy heart,

let its power enter into thec. Take up its cross, be willing

to be bound \,y it from what thy heart would run after, and

learn of it to draw in its yoke, that all may be yoked down

and subdued in thee, which makes thee miserable, that

thou mayest find a place and honor in wisdom's courts, and

be adorned with her ornaments, and partake of her durable

riches.

Wateh unto that which reproves thee in thy heart, and

wateh unto its reproofs, that thou mayest be reformed by

it, and transformed into its nature, and then thou wilt be

come a Jew indeed; even a Jew inward, born of the im

mortal seed of the divine wisdom.

And be not discouraged, either for want of light to dis

tinguish between the good and the evil, or for want of

power to turn from the one or to the other, O tender-hearted

ones, who tind a warmth and a willingness within to give

up to the Lord: but wait his season, and hope in his tender

bowels, in the midst of all the roarings and cruel usages of

the enemy, who will bi striving to the utm.'Hfc to keep his

hold of his captive, and to keep it back from travelling out of

his dominions of death and darkness, towards the land of

life, light, and peace eternal! I have had a very hard travel,

and have felt his power and cruelty beyond measure, yet

the Lord my God hath helped me, and my breathings

abound toward the God of my life for his helping hand un

to all that are in heart turned towards him, how difficult,

intricate, and impossible soever the enemy strives to make

the path of life unto them. Oh ! remember the mercy of

the Lord towards your fathers, who never felt the strength

of the love of this covenant, which the Lord is now gather

ing his spiritual Israel into; how he pitied them. how he

forgave them, how he visited them with loving-kindness

and mercy time after time! What a stiff-necked people

they were when he first chose them! how ready to run a

whoring from him, and rebel afterwards! And surely much

more i8 to be forgiven in this covenant, and much more is
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the help and healing thereof: onlv let the heart be true to

him, according to the virtue and power of this covenant ;

yea, and wait to receive that also of him; for it is the fruit

and blessing of the covenant in which God hoaleththe hack-

sliding of his Israel, and loveth them' freely. Amen, amen ;

O Lord God of everlasting and most tender bowel* of com

passion, saith mv soul !

ISAAC PENINGTON.

s o M K

Q U E 11 1 E S

THE ORDER A XI> GOVERNMENT

OF THE

CHURCH 01? CillilST.

Query 1. WJIETHKR Christ, who is the head, Lord, King,

&c. hath not appointed n spiritual order and government to

be in his church and congregation.

Query 2. Whether a spiritual order and government is

not useful, profitable, and necessary, for the well-being and

right-managing of this spiritual body and holy society in

the faith and life of our Lord Jesus Christ. In natural so

cieties, natural government and order is profitable and ne

cessary; and is not spiritual government as profitable and

necessary in spiritual societies?

Query 8. Did not Christ give power of government to

his apostles and ministers, at the first publication of his

everlasting gospel? All power was given him in heaven

and in earth; and did not he, who had all power given him,

give power to his apostles and ministers, to preach his ever

lasting gospel to the world, to gather his sheep out of the

Vol. II.— 34
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world, and to wateh over them, oversee them, reprove, ex

hort, admonish, build up in the holy faith, and cut off and

cast out that which was unholy, and would dispute against,

but not submit unto, the Spirit, life, and power of truth?

Query 4. Did not Christ give them gifts also answerable ;

spirits of discerning, that they might be eyes to the body;

and quick ears that they might hear for the body? For

though the Lord hath given every one an eye and an ear,

as to themselves; yet 'every one is not made by the Lord

an eye or ear unto the body; but this is appointed for, and

given to, those to whom the Lord pleases, who hath or

dered all things wisely, carefully, and tenderly for the good

of all.

Query 5. Were there not titles given them suitable to

their offices and services in this kind, as pastors or shep

herds after God's heart, according to the promise of the

new covenant, overseers or bishops, such as wateh for the

soul; such as were not only to lay the foundation, but also

carry on the building even to perfection, even till they

were able to present the gathered and quickened souls a

chaste virgin to Christ ? and were they not to wateh against,

testify against, and in the power and authority of the Lord

to strike at, all that was contrary, and would endeavor to

interrupt, overturn, and destroy their work, which was of,

in, and from, the Lord ?

Query 6. Whether the body and common members of

the churches were not to hearken to these ("He that know-

eth God, heareth us." 1 John iv. 6.); to obey them in the

Lord, to submit to this ministry, and their work in it, in

the Lord; to receive the word of truth and holy exhorta

tions and admonitions, milked out by these to them from

the breast of life. And were not they that did jjearken and

obey commended ? And were not the other that were not

subjected, but slighted them, and their ministry and au

thority, testified against as disorderly and unruly?

Query 7. Were there not some relies of this order and

government all along the apostasy, in the true church and

ministry thereof? For there hath been a church and a iuin
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istry all along the apostasy, blessed be the name of the

Lord; though not so visible and outwardly glorious, as

many (who have erred from the Spirit and way of truth,

and are out of the holy understanding) would make it. It

is true, the church hath been as in a wilderness, desolate,

as a woman forsaken, as a widow, bereft of her husband,

stripped of her children, her visage marred, her witnesses

mourning, nothing of her beauty, former estate, or glory,

to be discerned or found out; yet all hath been preserved

in the root, and there have been some shootings and sprout-

ings of it forth, which have been inwardly felt by that

which is of God in the heart, though not outwardly seen

by man's eye. Thus the witnesses have had a ministry,

have had the testimony of Jesus, even the Spirit of proph-

ecy, all this dark night of apostasy, and in it have spoken

mourningly to the world, and to the captivated souls, which

that which was of God in his hath hearkened to; and there

hath been a bowing and subjection of spirit in the Lord.

Oh read this, and praise the name of the Lord, for his

mercy to his in former generations, ye who are now gath

ered into his pure light and living power, from whom the

night is past, and on whom the day, the everlasting day-

spring from on high, is risen ! *

Query 8. After the apostasy, doth not God renew his

commission, and send forth his angel (for they are all but

one) to preach his everlasting gospel? And doth not he

give them power to preach to the world, and to gather

those, that hear the everlasting voice through them, into

holy assemblies, separated in spirit, nature, and appearance

from the world? And have they not authority and gifts, as

well to build up as to plant? And ought not' those that

are gathered by them, as well to be subject to the light,

Spirit, power, and authority of the Lord in them, as--the

former to the former ministers of the Lord? Oh that the

world knew thom ! Oh that the world knew the appear

ance of God in them! Surely then they would bow to the

word of truth, and the glorious appearance thereof; and

happiness both inward and outward would break forth
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upon the earth. There would be no misery, sorrow, nor

distress in nation?, if the dispensations of life from God

had but their course in the earth; yea, nations and persons,

that are now deadly sick, would soon be healed, did they

but cat of the leaves of the tree of life, which are appointed

• by God for their healing, and can easily heal those wounds.

and repair those breaches, which the wisdom or counsels of

man cannot heal or repair. And oh, that they that aro

gathered might keep and be preserved in that sense and

subjection, which they had and received from the Lord in

the day of their convinceinent! Oh, how beautiful, how

precious, how glorious was the ministry and ministers of

God in their eye then! And to those that are still there,

they are still precious; and to those that grow there, they

are yet more precious. But those that enter into, or are

ensnared in another thing, which leadeth from the tru•;

Spirit, lose the sight and sense which they then had, and

instead thereof are filled with prejudices and wise reason

ings, which to them may seem very strong and undeniable,

though truth, and the true spiritual eye. sense, and under

standing easily pierces through them, and preservetli those,

who abide single in it, -to the Lord.

Now agayist this holy order and government appointed

by God, there may arise, in some hearts, some such objec

tions as these following.

Obj. 1. But is not this a turning away from the measure

of life in a man's own vessel, to another man's• measure?

Ans. Waiting on God in his ordinances and appointments,

and upon the ministry which he hath set up, the measure

of life in him teacheth; and it is not a turning from the

measure, but a subjecting to the Lord in the measure of his

life, so to teach and do. The measure of his life taught me

thus to do at first, and teacheth me to do so still; and will

teach so still, all that hearken to it. It did not teach sub

jection in the apostles' days to the ministry then, and an

other thing now to the ministry now. But Christ is the

same to-day as yesterday ; his life the same, his Spirit the

same, its doctrine and teaching the same: and that of God
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in the conscience within answers the pure voice when it

comes to the ear without. If life speak in one vessel, and

its voice be not heard or owned by another vessel, the pure

ear (in that other vessel) is not at that time open, but there

is somewhat there that obstructs. And if the pure ear of

the sheep be not open to hear the voice of the Shepherd,

but it be accounted strange, it is much if the other car in

that vessel be not opened to hear the voice of the stranger,

and to look upon it as the voice of the Shepherd, it agree

ing with that, and answering to that, which now goeth for

the voice of the measure of life in that heart. He that hath

an car, let him hear; for it is easy being taken in this snare,

and the danger thereof is very great.

Obj. 2. Is not the least measure of life in any vessel (if

subjected to, waited on, and believed in) sufficient to in

struct and build up into a perfect man in God?

Aus. The sufficiency of the grace of God, turned to, and

waited upon, there ia nothing in my heart either to under

value myself, or to teach others so to do. Nor when God

did appoint a ministry to gather and build up his church,

do I believe he did intend therein to undervalue the suffi

ciency of his grace: yea, I verily believe, that the grace of

God, turned and hearkened to, and followed by, any soul

in the darkest part of the earth, hath sufficiency in it to

save, atid will save that soul, though there be none out

wardly to minister to it, or help it. Yet this I also believe,

that as there is a sufficiency in every measure of life to the

work God hath appointed for that measure; so there is a

greater sufficiency in the growth and fuller proportion of

life; and the lesser, the weaker, the poor, the afflicted, the

babes, arc to be helped by the stronger, especially in their

darknesses, afflictions, temptations, &c. And so the greater

and stronger in the life, Spirit, and power of the Lord, is a

strength and blessing to the weaker; which the weaker

making use of in the guidance of the Spirit of the Lord (in

the sense and benefit of the sweet help and relief which

often the Lord pleaseth to give forth thereby), will fa'ud just

34*
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cause, and be often drawn, to bless the name of the Lord

for.

The measure of life in the vessel teacheth to subject to

the" Spirit of the Lord, and his life in others; which the

measure of life in any never refuseth, but still knoweth

iwhen awake and living in the vessel) its own, and hath, at

least, a secret sense of it, and unity with it. " But that which

pretends to set up the measure of life as a teacher, other

wise than God hath appointed, and in opposition to the

ieaching and ministry which he hath appointed, and to his

gift in those vessels, which is as well for the building np

and perfecting of the body, as for the gathering; that is an

other thing in that vessel that doth so, than the measure of

life; another spirit, another nature, another car, than that

that first heard. And though it seem'to cry up the sufii-

t-iency of the measure of life, and to plead for that (and per

haps the creature thinks it is really ^o); yet this is not the

intent of the spirit in the vessel, but to cry up itself, and to

make its voice go for the voice of the measure of life: and

so such err from the faith, the truth, the Spirit, the measure

of life, and arc in the nature, spirit, and measure of another

thing; which is indeed death, though they see it not, but

look upon themselves aS gloriously living, and abiding in

the pure doctrine and principle above others.

l$ow to help these a little out of the snares and deep en

tanglements of the enemy, if the Lord please, I would ear

nestly press the consideration of this upon them. Did not

the upostlos preach up the measure of life, the grace of God

in their day, Christ within, the word of faith nigh in the

mouth and .heart, the anointing within, its sufficiency to

teach all things, &c. And yet did they so preach it as to

overthrow the ministry, or the gifts or service cither tow

ards them that were without, or them that were within t

Had they not power over them in the Lord? Were thev

not to teach them, to instruct them, to build them up in Un

holy faith, and also to wateh against wolves and devouring

spirits, which would strive to enter the flock in sheep's
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clothing, and, as preachers of righteousness, to make a prey

of the innocent life in the upright-hearted, if possible?

Obj. 3. But those who have ministered from the Lord,

and whose ministry I have felt and owned, and in the dis

tress and affliction of my soul have had recourse to, hoping

that they might have a sense of my condition, and give me

proper advice;' yet they, instead thereof, have turned me to

his witness that wounded me, counselling me to wait on the

Lord there, and have they not also told us, that if they

themselves should turn from the things they have declared,

this truth would abide for ever; to wit, that man is to keep

to the measure of life in his particular?

Ans. It is true; a man is to keep to the measure of life

in his own particular. They tanght this then ; they teach

it now. We practised it then ; we are to practise it now.

In this measure of life we received them then; and in this

measure of life (if we abide still in it) we shall receive them

now, and feel their growth in the ability, gift, and power of

the Lord.

And when any come to them for advice, they arc to wait

on the Lord, to feel in him their state who come, and to

give forth what the Lord gives them; whether words from

the Lord to the party concerning his state, or directions to

retire in, and wait for, his more immediate appearance in

their o\fn measures. For when we feel the presence and

mighty power of God in them, we are too apt to look at

them, and then a word may come (proper to our estates) to

recall us to retire to our measure. And when we feel im

mediate relief from the Lord, and his appearing to us in

our rctirednesa in our own spirits, then we may be apt to

despise the gifts and service of others ; and then another

word may come from them, proper to our state then, to

warn us not to despise prophesying, or the gifts, power,

and anthority of life in others. Now both these are proper,

useful, and weighty in their seasons, when given forth by

thu Spirit of the Lord. Nor are they contradictory one to

the other, but subservient in their seasons and places, which

that which is of God feels; but that which is erred from
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God, and joined to another (under a false representation

und belief of things) feels not, but finds a seeming d^fler-

ence, and sets them at variance one with another, as if they

could not stand together. And this is the false nature, the

false spirit, the false appearance of life, which appears as if

it were the measure of the pure, true life, but is not. This

is the false woman, the false wisdom, whose heart is as

snares and nets, and her hands bands. Whoso pleaseth God

(abiding in the measure of his truth) shall escape her; but

the sinner (that departs therefrom) shall be taken by her.

Therefore fear the Lord, come to that which first convinced ;

to the first truth, to the first sense, to the first love, &c., and

all these imaginations of the mind, and subtle devices of

the enemy, will fly away, and thy poor entangled soul be

delivered, as a bird out of the snare of the fowler.

If the enemy should directly cry out against God, or his

Christ, or his grace, or the measure of his truth, he would

easily be espied and turned from. Therefore he teacheth

to cry up these in a wrong spirit and judgment, and after a

wrong manner, tfc undermine, betray, and lead the heart

from that secretly, which openly it would never hear any

thing against. Now those that are thus deceived, are ex

ceedingly to be pitied, and their deliverance from their en

tanglements and captivities to be breathed after, and waited

for. For I may say, in truth and upright sense of heart,

there are many that look towards Zion, who yet are igno

rant of the devices and sleights of Satan, to entangle them

in their way; and some are caught in his snares (like fool

ish birds catehing at the chaff, which makes the bigger

show, instead of the wheat), losing the substance for a

shadow; the life and power in the heart, for a notion and

conceit in the brain. And these arc wise in their own eyes,

so that indeed it is very hard to reach or recover them; yea,

much harder than it was at first, because they are become

more rooted and settled in the wrong ground (yea, in a

worse earth) than they were when they were first reached

to by the power of truth. Yet over these there is a deep

lamentation, and for these a sore travel, which the Lord
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God bless and prosper, for their recovery unto that from

whiclj, through mistake, they have erred.

Obj. 4. If any man hath received a gift of ministry, he:

huth received it of the Lord; and its end being to gather to

the Lord, they that by it are gathered, are to be delivered

up to the Lord, that he (as king, priest, and prophet) may

govern, &c.

Ans. The end of the ministry is not only to gather, but

also to preserve and build up what is gathered, even to per

fection. And the soul being (-especially at first, if not for a

long time) weak and babish, not so fully acquainted with

the measure of life (having had but some touches and dem

onstrations of it, but not being gathered fully into, it, nor

rooted und settled in it); I say, the soul in this state, hath

;us much need of the ministry to preserve, direct, and wateh

over it in the truth, as to gather it out of the world. There-

lore the Father, in his tender mercy and love, hath ap

pointed those who are-grown in his life (and in the power

and authority of his Spirit) to oversee, wateh over, instruct,

and take care of the flock, so as they may give to him. an

iiccount of their souls; and in their care, diligence, and

faithfulness, they are owned and blessed of the Lord; and

the other in their holy fear, reverence, and subjection.

Now this is right order from God, wherein the safety of the

flock consists; but out of this is danger and confusion,

which the measure of life teacheth to avoid.

Obj. 5. But in a case of doubt or difference, which shall

be the judge; the measure of life within, or the testimony

of others without? Shall I judge as I feel the thing in the

measure of my own life? Or shall I submit to others

ugainst my own sense and judgment, because I have an es

teem of them, as being much above me in the growth,

sense, and understanding of truth?

Ans. It is a great matter to judge aright, and to discern

and know the measure of truth (the voice, motion, and

judgment thereof) from all the enemy's false appearances,

and from all the deceits of the heart. This is most certain ;

Jerusalem (the heavenly building, the church of the first
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born) is at unity with itself. Truth is pure, eternal, un

changeable, always the same ; the same in every member,

in every vessel, throughout the whole body.

And this I may say concerning its appearance in this our

age, Was ever the like unity known and brought forth since

the days of the apostles? How hath the Spirit been One,

the demonstration and testimony of truth One, the doctrine

One, the conversation and practices One in us all! Why,

or how so? Because we have had our begetting, birth, and

teaching from the same life, the same Spirit; the same

fountain springing up, and opening in us all, that have

been gathered into its nature and power. Now from this

fountain, from this spring of life, never issueth a?iy thing

that is contrary to the life in any. Therefore if there ap

pear a contrariety, there must be• a waiting to feel who

is erred from, or at least not yet fully gathered into, the

measure of life. And such as are of an inferior stature

and growth in the body, are (in an especial manner) to

wateh and wait in sobriety and fear, till the Lord clear up,

and make things manifest; and likewise in the mean time

to take heed of a hasty concluding, according to what ris-

eth up in the understanding or judgment (though with ever

so great a seeming clearness and satisfaction) as if it must

needs be of and from the life in the vessel.

It is not an easy matter, in all cases, clearly and under-

standingly to discern the voice of the Shepherd, the motions

of God's Spirit, and certainly to distinguish the 'measure of

life from all other voices, motions, and appearances what

soever. Through much growth in the truth, through much

waiting on the Lord, through much fear and trembling,

through much sobriety and meekness, through much exer

cise of the senses, this is at length given and obtained.

And yet there is a preservation in the mean time to that

which is lowly and submissive, looking up to the Lord con

tinually, and not trusting to its own understanding, sense,

and judgment. But, that which is hasty and confident, and

so ready to plead for its own sense and judgment, accord

ing to the measure of life, as it calls it; that is commonly
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out, entered into the erring spirit, pleading and contending

for it knows not what, and is very apt to jndge and con

demn others in that very respect, wherein itself is most

justly and righteously jndged and condemned hy the Lord,

even by his pure life and Spirit in his people.

Thi, then is in my heart to say in short to this objection:

Let the measure of life jndge freely in thee at any time con

cerning any thing, and that jndgment will stand for ever.

But be thou wary, wait on the Lord, that thou mayest be

sure thou dost not mistake in thy own particular, calling

that life which the Lord and his people know to be other

wise. For if so, thou- departest from the unity and bond of

the Spirit, and from the true sense and jndgment, and giv-

est deceit an advantage over thee, even to lay a foundation

of destroying thee. Likewise those who are to wateh over

thee in the Lord (to lay this truth before thee, to exhort

and reprove thee, as occasion is) that they may give an ac

count of thy soul to him, cannot do it with joy and rejoic

ing in his presence, but with grief and lamentation of heart;

which is not at all profitable, but very uuprofitable for thee.

Now for a close : there are some considerations spring

ing up in my heart concerning unity, which I find drawings

here to annex, in true love and tenderness, for the use and

service of others; which are as follow:

1. Unity in the spiritual body, which is gathered into

and knit together in the pure life, is a most natural and

comely thing. Yea, it is exceeding lovely to find all that

are of the Lord of one heart, of one mind, of one jndgment,

in one way of practice and order in all things.

2. The Lord is to be waited upon for the bringing forth

of this in the body ; that as there is a foundation of it laid

in all (the life and spring being over all), so all may be

brought by him into the true and full oneness.

3. The Lord is to be acknowledged and praised in the

bringing of it forth (so far as it is brought forth), and to be

waited upon for the further perfecting of it.

4. A wateh is to be kept (throughout the whole body,

and in every heart) for the preserving of it, so far as it is
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brought forth, that the enemy, by no device or subtlety,

cause disunion or difference in any respect, wherein there

was once a true unity and oneness. For the enemy will

wateh to divide; and if he be not watehed against, in that

which is able t» discover and keep him out, by some device

•ir other he will take his advantage to make a rent (in those

that are not watehful), from the pure truth and unity of life

in the body. For he that in the least thing rents from the

body (in any respect or particular which was brought forth

by the life), he in that respect hearkens to another spirit,

oven the dividing spirit, and by its instigation rents from

the life itself, and so doth not keep his habitation, nor his

unity, with that which abides in its habitation.

NO\V it is also in my heart, for the perfecting of this close,

to mention a few things (in the same love and tenderness)

which I have found helpful to me towards the preserving

of me in unity with the body. Perhaps it may please the

Lord to refresh some others by the mention of them, and to

make them useful and helpful to them also.

1. The first is, the. pure fear of the Lord. This poiseth and

guardeth the mind, keeping down fleshly confidence and

conceitedness (which is very apt to spring up), making it

wary and considerate either of what it receives or rejects;

of what it practiscth, or forbeareth practising; causing it

to wait much, try much, and consult much with the

Lord, and with his ministers and people, and preserves out

of that suddenness and inconsiderateness of spirit, at which

the enemy often enters. For truth is weighty, and will

boar trial, and the more it is tried in the balance, the moiv

manifest its nature and ways appear: but the enemy's ap

pearances and likenesses are not so ; but their deceit, by a

thorough trial, comes to be made manifest.

2. The second is, Incmility of heart. This is very precious,

and of a .preserving nature. Yea, in this state the Lord

helpeth and teacheth; and the soul also (in this state) is n't

to receive the help and teachings of the Lord. That which

is lifted up and conceited (ready to justify its own way, and

condemn even the whole body) is neither fit to be taught
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hy the Lord, nor doth the Lord delight (but rather disdain)

to teach it. And so not being taught by him, it must needs

be liable to err; yea, to hearken to that spirit, whose voice

is more pleasing and suitable to the erring mind than the

Lord's voice is.

3. A third great help, which in the tender mercy of the

Lord I have had experience of, is sobriety of judgment. Not

to value or set up mine own judgment, or that which I

iiccount the judgment of life in me, above the judgment

of others, or that which is indeed life in others. For the

Lord hath appeared to others, as well as to me: yea, there

are others who are in the growth of his truth, and in the

purity and dominion of his life, far beyond me. JSTow for

me to set up, or hold forth, a sense or judgment of a thing

in opposition to them, this is out of the sobriety which is of

the truth. Therefore, in such cases, I am to retire, and

fear before the Lord, and wait upon him for a clear discern

ing and sense of his truth, in the unity and demonstration

of his Spirit with others, who are of him, and see him.

And this will prevent the rents which the want of this so

briety may occasion.

4. The last thing which I have now to mention is, tdider-

/s>',v, meekness, coolness, mid sfillness of spirit. I wrap up

these together, because they are much of a nature, and go

much together. These arc of a uniting, preserving nature.

He that differs and divides from the body cannot be thus;

and he that is thus cannot rend or divide. This is the pure,

heavenly wisdom, which is peaceable and kcepeth the

peace; but the other wisdom is rough, stiff, hard, clam

orous, ready to take offence, ready to give offence; ex

ceeding deep in the justification of itself, exceeding deep

in the condemnation of others; and dares (in this temper)

appeal to the Lord, as if it were right in its ways, but

wronged by others; as if it did abide in the measure

of his truth and life, which others have departed from.

And how can it be otherwise? How can the wrong eye,

the wrong spirit, the wrong wisdom, but judge wrong,

justifying the wrong practices, and condemning the right?

Vol. II.— 35
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But such shall find (if they come to the true touchstone,

even the measure of life indeed) that they are not in the

true tenderness, which proceeds from the life, in the trne•

meekness and gentleness, in the true coolness and stillness:

but rather in the reasonings, noises, clamors, and disturb

ances, which arise from another spirit, mind, and nature

than that which is of the truth. And in coming back from

this wisdom to the pure wisdom, from the pretended meas

ure of life to the true measure, and becoming tender, meek,

cool, and still in it, they shall there feel their error from

the Spirit and power of the Lord, and therein own their

condemnation therefore from him; and also justify them

who have abode in the power, and been guided by the

Spirit and pure measure of life, which is from God, and in

God, while they have departed from it. For though the

spirit of error (wherewith they have been deceived and en

tangled) hath made them believe that they have faithfully

abode in the principle and doctrine of truth, while other*

have departed; yet that will soon vanish, as truth comer

again to be felt, and heard speak in them, and the measure

of life to live again in them, and to redeem them afresh in

to its holy nature, and pure, living sense. And blessed is

he who is not deceived about truth ; but is of the pure nat

ure, and in the pure power of it; in whom the true eye sees,

the true ear hears, the true. heart understands; who is of a

riqld spirit, and walketh uprightly before the Lord, and

among his people. The blessing of the seed, the peace,

comfort, and joy which is from the Most High, shall de

scend upon him, fill his vessel, and continue with him, to

the satisfying of his heart, and the overflowing of his cup,

in the midst of his brethren, and in the very sight of his

enemies. The Lord God, of his tender mercy, who is the

great Shepherd of the sheep, wateh over, preserve, and

mightily defend all his from all devouring spirits, and in

ward devices and deceits of the enemy; carrying on and per

fecting the work of his goodness, love, and mercy in them,

to his own glorious, eternal, everlasting praise. Amen.

Written by ISAAC PENINGTON, in Aylesbury prison.
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SOME

DEEiP CONSIDERATIONS

CONCERNING

THE STATE OF ISRAEL,

PAST, P RE SENT, AND TO COME.

WITH

SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

CONCJEEXIXO

UNITY.

MANY deep considerations have heen upon my heart con

cerning the state of Israel, both past, present, and to come ;

some of which I find drawings to communicate; together

with some QUESTIONS and ANSWERS concerning UNITY.

The Considerations concerning Israel are these which fol

low :—

The precious living state which my soul remembereth to

have been about the beginning of the late troubles of this

nation, when Israel was bent to seek after the Lord, and ap

plied their hearts to wait upon him in fastings, and earnest

supplications, wherein my heart hath often had the testi

mony that they were accepted of him^ and had many times

the seal of his presence and power among them: yea, my

heart did truly unite with and enjoy the Lord in what was

then given forth, and I can never be drawn to deny the truth

and worth of that dispensation; though I know it was swal

lowed up by a greater desolation soon following after.

and since by the breaking forth of a more lively dispen

sation.
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2. The over-running of that state by the subtlety of the

onemy, drawing the minds of the simple and upright-

hcarted from the living feeling, and from the inward power

of religion, into the disputations and contentions about

forms of worship and church-government, which drew out

the reasoning part, and withdrew the spirit of the mind

from feeding on its proper nourishment; and so life decayed

in the spirit, while wisdom, and knowledge, and subtlety

increased in the understanding. And so the upright-hearted,

missing of life where before they had found it, were scat

tered up and down to seek after it; and those who abode

where they were, grew dry, barren, and contentious; losing

the savor, sweetness, meekness, love, and indeed whatever

was living and precious, and remained fixing their minds

on that which the Lord had departed from. Oh, the dark

ness and misery of this state! Oh, the pain of the hearts

where life was stirring, for want of the living God! Oh, the

death and formality of those that were dead and formal !

Surely, had not the Lord pitied his people in this state, and

appeared to them in his life and power (which this great des

olation made way for), it had been determined concerning

Israel for ever: for death had overgrown the generality, and

life was even gasping and expiring in the single-hearted.

3. The precious breaking forth of the Lord (at this dismal

time, in this hour of distress and desperate condition of Is

rael) in some hidden vessels, whom he had kept waiting up

on him, and whom he had preserved fresh in the sense of

him; to whom his appearance was very glorious, to whom

he opened the state of the earth, and the state of his peo

ple, giving them the everlasting gospel to preach to the in

habitants of the earth, and promising them that his Spirit

and power should go along with them, bidding them go

forth to till and dress the earth, and to gather his people in

to his fold. And who can utter what the glory of this light

was, in its shining and breaking forth in their hearts ! How

weleome to their weary souls, how pleasant to the eye of

their spirits, how demonstrative and satisfactory to their

hearts ! Oh ! the joy of that day (surely it can never be for
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gotten by them) wherein they sensibly felt the pouring

down of the Spirit of life upon them, and their hearts gath-

.ered into the bosom of eternal rest, and their souls and

bodies sanetified, and set apart for the Lord and his service.

4. The contemptible means God put into their hands to

work this work by ; which was not by preaching any new

thing, but by directing to a principle which God had already

hid in the earth of every man's heart, and which was to be

known by its divine nature and light, turning against and

reproving sin; testifying that this was. the way the Lord of

heaven and earth had chosen, to bring his sons and daugh

ters into the power and glory of his life. Oh ! what heart

can receive this, what eye can sec any beauty in this, but

that which the Lord toucheth and opeueth ! I testify, in the

sense of life, that the wisdom of man, yea, the wisdom

of Israel corrupted, cannot but despise and turn from

this. Is not this the lowest of all dispensations? Is

not this common to all mankind? Doth not this fall short

(m itself, as I may say, and as it hath formerly been dis

pensed) of the dispensation of the law of Moses to the Jews,

much more of the dispensation by Christ and his apostles?

Who would have looked for the Lord here ! And yet this

hath the Lord chosen to gather his people by, and to appear

to the world in ; and hath gathered the life, virtue, and sub

stance of all former dispensations into it, as those who are

gathered thereby, and have waited upon him therein, and

felt the nature and power of his life, (and seen things past,

present, and to come) are living witnesses of, against all

the gainsayings, thoughts, and reasonings of flesh and blood.

5. The contempti.blen ess of the vessels, which the Lord

chose to fill with this treasure, and to let forth this dispen

sation of his life through. They were for the most part

mean, as to the outward; young country lads, of no deep

understanding, or ready expression, but very fit to be de

spised everywhere by the wisdom of man, and only to be

owned in the power of that life wherein they came forth.

How ridiculous was their manner of coming forth and ap

pearance to the eye of man ! About what poor, trivial cir

35*
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cnmstances, habits, gestures, and things, did they seem t••

lay great weight, and make great matters of moment! How

tar did they seem from being acquainted with the mysteries

and depths of religion! But their chief preaching was •r-

/tentaucc, and about a light within, and of turning to (hn/, ami

lirwlauning the great and terrible day of the Lord to be at hand :

wherein I confess my heart exceedingly despised them, and

cannot wonder that any wise man, or sort of professors, did.

or do yet, despise them. Yea, they themselves were very

sensible of their own- weakness, and un fitness for that great

work and secrviec wherewith the Lord had honored them,

and of their inability to reason with man; and so (in the

fear and in the wateh of their spirits) kept close to their

testimony, and to the movings of his power, not matterintr

to answer or satisfy the reasoning part of man, but singly

minding the reaching to, and raising of, that to which their

testimony was.

G-. The blessing that God gave to this his dispensation of

life in their hands. Oh, how did the Lord prosper them in

gathering his scattered, wandering sheep into his fold of

rest! How did their words drop down like dew, and refresh

the hungry, thirsty souls! How did they reach to the life

in those to whom they ministered, raising up that which lay

dead in the grave, to give a living testimony to the living

voice of God in them ! How did they batter the wisdom and

reasonings of man, making the loftiness thereof stoop ami

bow to the weak and foolish babe of the begettings of life!

Kye hath not seen, car hath not heard, nor hath it entered

into the heart of man to conceive, what the power of lifo

hath wrought, through them, in the hearts and consciences

of those, who have longed after, and waited for, the Lord.

Oh! the breathings and meltings of soul, the sense of the

living presence of God, the subjecting of the heart unto the

Lord, the awakening of and giving strength unto his wit

ness, the falling down and weakening of the powers of

darkness, the clear shining of the light of life in the heart,

and the sweet running of the pure streams thereof into the

enlivened souls, which hath often been known and sealed
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to from the powerful appearance of God in their ministry!

Indeed when I have considered these and such like things

in ray heart, and narrowly marked them in my converse

with them, I have been often forced to cry out concerning

thcm, Truly here is man very weak and contempfible; but Got!

fery glorious and powerful. And indeed, when at any time I

looked on the man, I was hardly able to forbear disdaining

them; but, on the other hand, when the eye of my spirit

beheld the power and glory of the Lord in them, I could

hardly forbear overesteeming and exalting, them.

7. The glory which the Lord advanced these vessels to,

since his beginning to make use of them. How hath he en

riched them with gifts and abilities, and every way fitted

them for the service and employment he hath had for them !

How hath he enlarged their ministry, that they who had

very little to say, either by way of declaration or disputation

at first, now abound with strength, and abundantly surpass

the knowledge and wisdom both of the world, and of other

professors of religion! The Lord indeed hath adorned

them, putting his beauty upon them, and causing them to

grow up in his strength, and in his wisdom. This mine eye

hath seen, and often taken notice of, blessing the name of

the Lord, and praying to him for their preservation. And

surely whoever he he, that hath cither known himself, or

heard the relation of the poverty of these young striplings,

when they first came forth in the power of the Lord, how

empty in themselves they then were, how sensibly they went

up and down of their own weakness, how little they had to

say to people that came to observe them -and inquire of

them, how afraid they were to be drawn from their wateh,

at what a distance they stood from entering into reasoning

about things,—1 say, he that did know, and doth consider

this, and shall also behold how the Lord hath advanced

them since, making them mighty and honorable with his

gifts and abilities (with the beauty whereof the very man

tiourisheth to the sight of every eye that is in any measure

truly open), cannot but acknowledge the change to be won

derful.
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8. I have had the sense and consideration of this also in

my heart, that their danger is now greater than when they

were poorer, weaker, and not so enriched and gifted by the

Lord. The enemy is very subtle and watehful, and there is

danger to Israel all along, hoth in the poverty and in the

riches; hut the greater danger is in the riches: because then

man is apt to forget God, and to lose somewhat of the sense

of his dependence (which keeps the soul low and safe in the

life), and also to suffer somewhat of exaltation to creep up

on him, which presently in a degree corrupts and betrays

him. The heart that is in any measure lifted up in itself, so fao

it is not upright in the Lord. Let every one feel this, waiting

to be preserved, and praying for those who are most beau

tified by gifts and abilities fnmi the life, because in this re

spect (and at this time) their danger is greatest. When

LsraeJ is poor, low, weak, trembling, seeing no loveliness

nor worthiness in himself, but depending upon the mere

mercy and tender bowels of the Lord in the free covenant

of his love, &c., then is Israel safe. But when he hath a

being given him in the life, and is richly adorned with the

ornaments of life, and comes to have the power itself in his

hand to make use of, then is he in more danger of being

somewhat oL-him-self, and of forgetting him that formed

him, (being apt to make use of his gifts without such an im

mediate sense of the giver a.« he had in his trembling and

weak estate) and so of departing out of that humble, ten

der, abased, contrite state, and temper of spirit, wherein he

was still preserved.

9. This also hath been manifest to me, and deeply im

pressed on my spirit all along, that the Lord may, if he seo

good, suffer some great and eminent ones to fall in Israel.

Man may forget himself, and the Lord may let out tempta

tion upon him, and sufter it to enter, that he may bring him

to the sense and feeling of his weakness again. Yea, thosv-

who have felt the power of the Lord in and through an in

strument, may give more to the instrument than belongs

unto it, and so put the Lord upon recovering the honor din-

to him, which is misplaced and misapplied to that which is
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but his instrument. This is the Lord's day (the light thereof

is his, the life his, the power his), and the glory thereof will

he not give to another. If therefore any man, in this day,

shall take to himself what belongs to the Lord, or any other

shall give it him, the Lord will not so lose it, but will find

out a way to recover his own. And happy is the man who

Heth continually perfectly abased before the Lord, assuming

nothing of the Lord's to himself, nor attributing any thing

of the Lord's to another, that the Lord alone may be exalted

everywhere. And let all gifts serve the seed, and its rising

over all gifts be waited for, that the life everywhere may

have its due, being lifted up over all.

10. I have had a deep sense of this also, that if the Lord

should suffer such a thing to fall out among us, it may canse

a great shaking and scattering in Israel. Surely I may say.

it would come very unexpectedly and unsuspectedly to

many; and so such persons would be surprised with it, and

not at all prepared for it. Alas ! who could suspect (feel

ing persons so eminent in the power, and so exercised and

skillful in the way and paths of righteousness, and so ablo

to instruct others therein) that they could possibly fall in

any degree from the truth and power of life! And yet they

are not free from temptation : and if they be confident of

rheir own strength, and forget the tender hand of the Lord.

he may sufter a temptation to enter them, which presently

begets a ground for evil weeds to spring up in, and for blind

ness, and hardness, and error from the pure power, to creep

in at.

O dear friends ! who know the preciousness of life, and

tlesire the preservation of the Lord in your several condi

tions, let us fear the Lord, and his goodness to us, remem

bering what a low ebb we were at when the Lord visited us,

;md how freely he visited, and how freely he daily preserv-

oth, that we may not be hardened or lifted up against the

world, or against any sort of professors; but may magnify

the grace which hath made and keepeth up the difference

between us and them, praying to the Lord for them, and

watehing for the hour of his mercy to them, exercising all
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manner of sweetness, and meekness, and long-suffering

towards them in the mean time : also pitying and bearing

with all the tempted ones among ourselves, as such who are

sensible that we also may be tempted, and that understand

the ground why we fall not by the temptation.

What shall I say more? There are three QUERIES appear

ing in my view, in relation to this thing, which the hearts

of some may desire satisfaction about; to which I find some

what, in way of answer, springing up in me.

Query 1. How may a man, whom the Lord hath exalted

by gifts and services to him, be preserved from falling?

Ans. 1. There is that which waiteth to preserve, and is

still stretehing forth its hand, to keep to itself that which

it hath gathered; which being hearkened and yielded unto

in its discoveries, and warnings, will not fail to deliver the

soul from the danger and snares of every condition.

2. There is the free mercy and love of the covenant,

wherein the soul may find help and pity, although it should

be somewhat tainted and entangled with the snares of the

enemy.

3. There is a proper frame or state of spirit; to wit, of

humility and brokenness, which is fit for Israel in every

condition ; but more especially when he is exalted in the

dominion and power of life, and honored with great gifts

and services for the Lord. In this Israel is safe: and

happy is he who is not suffered to abide in any degree of

exaltation of spirit; but is brought down again (through

the tender mercy and love of the Lord) into this, though by

the buffetings of Satan.

Query 2. How may the little ones, if the Lord should

suffer one or more (of such ae have been very eminent

in his service) to decline and fall, how may they be pre

served from falling with him or them ?

Ans. Keeping to the measure of life in the particular,

and not valuing others by an apprehension concerning

them; but only knowing and honoring them as they are

felt and discerned in the life; this will preserve every par

ticular (that is thus ordered) from being tainted with any
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of their snares or deviations. 0 Israel! 0 little babes?

know no man after the flesh ; but the Lord alone in his living

Spirit. For man is but a vessel, wherein the life may ap

pear or disappear at pleasure; and the Lord is not engaged

to make use of man in his service, further than he seeth

good. The Lord may appear where he hath never appeared

before, and he may not appear where he hath hitherto ap

peared very frequently and powerfully. Oh! know the life

in thine own heart, that is to be the judge in thee concern

ing the appearances of life in others. If that judge not,

be still and silent in thy heart, waiting for its judgment:

when that judgeth, let all thy thoughts and reasonings be

bowed down under it. Let man have no more than his due,

while the Lord pleaseth to make use of him; and to such

there will accrue no -great shaking or damage, when the

Lord layeth aside any of his own instruments. But if any

thing but the life judge, it will still either be setting up, or

throwing down, man: whereby there will come loss on ei

ther hand in the issue, to all such who thus act.

Query 3. How may any such, as have fallen from a high

and glorious state in the power and dominion of life, be

again recovered?

Ans. Indeed this is a very difficult thing: not because the

mercy and power of the Lord is at a loss to or concerning

man in this state; but because this condition sets a man's

spirit at so great a distance from the use of that remedy

which the Lord hath appointed for man's recovery. It is

very hard to bring such an one to the sense of his loss

(whereby the depth of his fall might be prevented) until he

be gone very far; and the further he goes in his declining

from the life, the harder will his recovery be. Again : it

is hard for such an one to become so poor, and lie so low

and so long at the foot of God's grace, as also to be con

tented to be so laid aside and not made use of, as the Spirit

of the Lord may judge necessary for him, to bring him in

to a perfect abasement of spirit, and to work that perfectly

out of him whereby the enemy now entered to betray him :

yea, the judgment of the Lord (the righteous and severe
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judgment of the Lord) is hard to be borne in this state; and

it is much if such a vessel do not break here, in its new

tunning on the wheel. Yet that which boweth before the

Lord, being willing to be smitten and abased by him, and

to lie under his correction and judgment his season, even

until he say it is enough, the Lord will without doubt re

store into his favor, if- not also into the honor of his service

again.

Obj. But some tender heart may say (which feeleth many

weaknesses, much unbelief, and the danger of falling daily).

If this be true, oh, what will become of me! If such as

these be liable to fall, and to fall so dangerously, how shall

I stand! I was wounded enough before with the sense of

my own condition; but this atfrighteth me much more.

Ans. 0 tender heart! the enemy may make use of this to

trouble and afflict thce: but it was not so intended by tiic

Lord, who is very full of unutterable bowels, and who hath.

a day of bowels for thy state: yea, his day, which hath al

ready dawned, is so dawning as to reach thee. The Lord

hath not yet done gathering his scattered sheep, nor yet

shown the utmost skill he hath, cither to gather, or to pre

serve; and the state of the weakest, under the preserving

power of the Lord, is safe. Great arc the diseases of Israel;

great is yet the loss of scattered souls, which as yet know

not the call of the Shepherd; and if at any time they do feel

a touch thereof, are easily reasoned again out of it, and

driven back by the thoughts of their own hearts. Oh ! great,

great also is the skill of the Shepherd, and his' hand very

tender, which the Lord is putting forth for the help of

these; blessed be his name. And as the condition of these

needs and requires that from the nature and soul of the

Lord, which the conditions of others do not require; so the

nature of the Lord hath mercy and love in it to answer their

states, and will give it out in his day and season. Oh ! let

none be offended thereat. Let no eye throughout all Israel

he evil, because the Lord is exceeding good. If he please

to kill the tatted calf, and set it before his prodigal son, let

none that have walked faithfully with him in any dispensa-



ISAAC PENINGTON. 421

tion be offended thereat: but rather let all (in whom is life)

stand ready to shout at the issuings forth of love and mercy,

in the varieties of the dispensations thereof, according to

the need and capacity of every sort of vessels, prepared by

the Lord to receive it. Therefore, 0 thou afflicted! tossed

with tempests, and not comforted ; thou shalt know and feel

this from the Lord, that he knoweth how to bring home his

consolations to thy soul, and to cast thee into the mould of

his life, and bring thee forth in the power of his righteous

ness ; and that he ueedeth not to find any worthiness or

righteousness in thee ; for he can create and make room for

it in thy heart; yea, he can begin, carry on, and perfect his

work in thee, for his own name's sake. And to thee, O

broken soul! I cannot so much say, do this, or believe this;

but rather, the Lord will work in thee; yea, the Lord will

quicken faith in thee, and raise up his own nature from tho

seed of his own life, which he himself hath sown in thy in

ward parts, and will not fail to preserve.

Besides, this broken state of thine (wherein the vileness

and weakness of self is daily felt, with the exceeding great

need of the Lord's preserving power and mercy) is a safe

state ; towards which, that which (alone) preserveth, is con

tinually issuing forth in the bowels of his tenderness. And

though thou dost not see the love of the Lord, and his ten

der care over thee (and so wantest the comfort of thine own

condition); yet it is never a whit the less in the heart and

Spirit of the Lord towards thee ; and in divers respects I

may say, it is better for thee at present to want the sight of it.

[ am satisfied in my heart concerning the nature and ways of

the Lord, and I know there is that mercy in him which iny

soul crieth for; and that it is not only treasured up, but

about to be issued forth towards those for whose sakes the

cry is unto him for it. The Lord will arise, and have

mercy upon Zion, even upon the mourners and distressed

ones in Zion; he will say to them who are of a fearful

heart, and mourn bitterly becanse of their unbelief (finding

themselves as unable to believe now for righteousness, as

ever the Jews were to work for it); be strong; stand still;

Vol. II.— 86
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wait 011 me your God ; behold, my righteousness is ready to

be revealed, aud I am bringing that faith with me which ye

want, to give your souls the entrance into my promises,

und into my divine nature promised. Ye are my lambs,

and my bosom is for you, and thither will I gather you;

3-ea, ye have already conceived, and are with young, though

ye know it not; aud I will lead you on gently in a way that

ye cannot, nor never shall, know, as ye would know it; but

shall not want or miss of that knowledge thereof, that I see

good for you. I will beget a deeper life in you, and bring

it forth after a deeper way of dispensation than ye have yet

been acquainted with, or than your understandings can

comprehend; but in the death which I am bringing upon

you, and in the travailing pangs which ye shall feel in your

hearts, shall it spring up in you and be brought forth. 0

dear lambs ! mind the quickenings of life, and the savor

and sense which the Lord begets in the heart, and let the

outward knowledge (even of what ye have had experience)

go, but as the Lord quickens it; and mind not lie noises

of thoughts and reasonings about things, which the soul's

enemy will be striving to fill you with, and batter you by;

but sink down from these, and wait to feel that which lies

beneath them; in the free nature, life, virtue, power, and

motions whereof alone is your soul's salvation; and if ye

cannot receive the sense of this direction at present, wait

on the Lord either for it, or for what other manifestation or

tender help he shall please to give forth unto you.
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SOME

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

CONCERTINO

SPIRITUAL UNITY.

Quest 1. WHAT is spiritual unity?

ADS. The meeting of the same spiritual nature in divers,

in one and the same spiritual centre or streams of life.

When the spirits or souls of creatures are begotten by one

power into one life, and meet in heart there; so far as they

thus meet, there is true unity among them.

Quest. 2. Wherein doth this unity consist?

Ans. In the life, in the nature, in the Spirit wherein they

are all begotten, and of which they are formed, and where

their meeting is. It consists not in any outward or inward

thing of an inferior nature; but only keeps within the limits

and bounds of the same nature. The doing the same thing,

the thinking the same thing, the speaking the same thing,

this doth not unite here in this state, in this nature ; but

only the doing, or thinking, or speaking of it in the same

life. Yea, though the doings, or thoughts, or words be di

vers; yet if they proceed from the same principle and nat

ure, there i'e a true unity felt therein, where the life alone

is judge.

Quest. 3. How is the unity preserved?

Ans. Only by abiding in the life; only by keeping to the

power, and in the principle, from whence the unity sprang,

and in which it stands. Here is a knitting of natures, and

a fellowship in ,the same spiritual centre. Here the divers

and different motions of several members in the body (thus

coming from the life and Spirit of the body) are known to.

and owned by, the same life, where it is fresh and sensible.
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It is not keeping up an outward knowledge (or belief con

cerning things) that unites, nor keeping up an outward con

formity in actions, &c., for these may be held and done by

another part in man, and in another nature; but it is by

keeping and acting in that which did at first unite. In this

there is neither matter nor room for division ; and he that

is within these limits, cannot but be found in the oneness.

Quest. 4. How is the unity interrupted?

Ans. By the interposition of any thing of a different nat

ure or spirit from the life. When any thing of the earthly

or sensual part comes between the soul and the life, this in

terrupts the soul's unity with the life itself; and it also in

terrupts its unity with the life in others, and the unity of

the life in others with it. Any thing of the man's spirit, of

the man's wisdom, of the man's will, not bowed down, and

brought into subjection, and so not coming forth in and un

der the authority and guidance of life, in this is somewhat

of the nature of division: yea, the very knowledge of truth,

and holding of it forth by the man's wisdom, and in his

will, out of the movings and power of the life, brings a damp

upon the life, and interrupts the unity; for the life in others

cannot unite with this in spirit, though it may own the

words to be true.

Quest. 5. How may unity be recovered, if at any time de

caying?

Ans. In the Lord alone is the recovery of Israel, from

any degree of loss in any kind, at any time; who alone can

teach to retire into, and to be found in, that wherein the

unity is and stands, and into which division cannot enter.

This is the way of restoring unity to Israel, upon the sense

of any want thereof; even every one, through the Lord's

help, retiring (in his own particular) and fxirthering the re-

tirings of others to the principle of life, that every one there

may feel the washing from what hath, in any measure cor

rupted, and the new-begetting into the power of life. From

this the true and lasting unity will spring amain, to the

gladding of all hearts that know the sweetness of it, and

who cannot but naturally and most earnestly desire it. Oh !
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mark therefore; the way is not by striving to beget into one

and the same apprehension concerning things, nor by en

deavoring to bring into one and the same practices ; but by

alluring and drawing into that wherein the unity consists,

and which brings it forth in the vessels, which are seasoned

therewith and ordered thereby. And from this let all wait

for the daily new and living knowledge, and for the order

ing of their conversations and practices in that light, (and

drawings thereof) and in that simplicity and integrity of

heart which the Spirit of life at present holdeth forth and

worketh in them ; and the life will be felt, and the name of

the Lord praised in all the tents of Jacob, and through

all the inhabitants of his Israel ; and there will be but one

heart, and one soul, and one spirit, and one mind, and one way

and power of life; and what is already wrought in every

heart, the Lord will be acknowledged in, and his name

praised : and the Lord's season contentedly waited for his

filling up of what is wanting anywhere. So the living God

(the God of Israel, the God of everlasting tender bowels

and compassions to Israel) fill the vessels of his heritage

with his life, and cause the peace and. love of his holy.nature

and Spirit to descend upon their dwellings, and to spring

up powerfully in them towards his living truth, and towards

one another.

And let all strive to excel in tenderness, and in long-suf

fering, and to be kept out of hard and evil thoughts one of

another, and from harsh interpretations concerning any

thing relating to one another. Oh ! this is unworthy to be

found in an Israelite towards an Egyptian; but exceeding

shameful and inexcusable to be found in one brother tow

ards another. How many weaknesses doth the Lord pass

by in us ! How ready is he to interpret every thing well con

cerning his disciples, that may bear a good interpretation !

"The spirit" saith he "is willing, but the flesh is weak."

"When they had been all scattered from him upon his death,

he did not afterwards upbraid them ; but sweetly gathered

them again. 0 dear friends ! have we received the samo

life of sweetness? Let us bring forth the same sweet fruits,

36*



426 T.HE WORKS OF ISAAC PENINGTON.

being ready to excuse, and to receive what may tend tow

ards the excuse of another in any doubtful case; and where

there is any evil manifest, wait, oh wait, to overcome it with

ijood! Oh! let us not spend the strength of our spirits in

crying out of one another because of evil ; but wateh and

wait where the mercy and the healing virtue will please to

arise. O Lord, my God, when thou hast shown the wants

of Israel in any kind sufficiently, whether in the particular,

or in the general, bring forth the supply thereof from thy

fulness, so ordering it in thine eternal wisdom, that all may

be ashamed and abased before thee, and thy name praised

in and over all.

ISAAC PENINGTON.
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To such in Godmanchester, and thereabouts, who bear the

reproachful name of Quakers; whose religion began in

the power, and who still abide and walk on in the power,

waiting to be perfected in the full manifestation and ap

pearance thereof.

DEAR FRIENDS IN GOD'S PURE ETERNAL TRUTH,

IT was my lot once to be among you in a meeting, to

gether with a certain friend, where I had a word unto you

from the Lord, while the said friend was declaring. But

being exceedingly bowed down in spirit, and afraid to inter

rupt the service in him (whom I looked upon as far moiv

abundantly grown up in the life, and fitter to minister from

the life), I waited till the life in him should stop. But then

those words, which had often sprung in me before, sprung

not again; and I durst not then speak them from a bare

remembrance of them, not finding the Spirit of the Lord

then giving them me to speak. So I went away with a •

burthen on my own soul, and also with a sense of some

loss to you of some part of the good which the Lord in

tended for you. Since that time, I have often remembered

the thing with grief; crying to the Lord, that that which

hath so often stopped the life in me, and my service in the

life might in his good time be removed; and that the

day might come, wherein the man might never more be or

appear, as of himself, or as a determiner concerning the

things which flow from the life, but that the life might have

its free course and current through me, in its own pure

streamings, to the delighting of my own heart in the Lord,

and the refreshing of others. And indeed this day I ex

ceedingly long for, that nothing of self might be left to be

brought forth, and that all which is of the life might spring

up and flourish, both in me and everywhere.

Now one morning, as my heart was breathing towards

the Lord, not having a thought either of you or this thing
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the very same words which were given me in that meeting,

sprang up again livingly in me, with a pointing to write

them down, with what the Lord should please to give in

further, and send them to you, together with a paper, which

was a little before written, concerning the two covenants.

And when I had almost finished what was then given me

to write, I was further directed to annex to the first paper

another concerning the principle.

How the Lord shall please to improve them to your ad

vantage, or to the advantage of any others, I leave to him :

it being the earnest desire of my heart, that his work may

prosper in his hand, and that the light and power which is-

sueth forth from him for the salvation of souls, may be

effectual thereunto; and that nothing of love, of mercy, of

goodness, of life, of salvation, of his searching and healing

virtue may be held back by him, which the state or condi

tion of any of his sheep or lambs (whether lost or gathered)

calleth for. That his Israel may become the glory of the

earth, and all nations may be refreshed with beholding the

beauty, and tasting the sweetness, of life and righteousness,

which shall assuredly flow forth from his sanctuary. And

surely the time is not far oft' (whatever the eye of sense

may judge, and however things may appear to man's un

derstanding) wherein Israel shall be no more compelled to

worship in the temples of men's building and dedicating;

but shall in the beauty of holiness. For the day is come

(yea, the blessed day is come) wherein the Lord God of life

will build up bis Zion, and appear there in his glory;

Amen, hallelujah.



ISAAC PENINGTON. 481

CONCERNING

GOD'S SEEKING OUT HIS ISRAEL.

THIS is the word which was given to me; The Shepherd of

Israel is seeking out his sheep, even the lost sheep of the house of

Israel. Concerning which, these three Questions sprang

up in me one after another, as I was about to write, and

writing.

Quest. 1. Who are his sheep?

Ans. His sheep are the sons of men ; the lost sheep of the

house of Israel are those among the sons of men, who have

felt touches of his life, begettings into his nature, and were

in some measure gathered into some appearance and dis

pensation of his life by his Holy Spirit ; wherein they felt

warmth from God in their spirits, and a delight and joy in

what they felt, and a longing after a further manifestation

of him. These were his sheep, in a gathered estate in some

degree, by those dispensations of life in the darkness, which

had some strength in them to gather from under the dark

ness, and did gather into that measure of light and life that

was then dispensed. But the sheep cleaving to the dispen

sations, (which were very weak and imperfect, and had lit

tle of Spirit, but very much of flesh in them) and not fol

lowing the Lamb out of them into the further dispensations

of life, into which he stood ready to lead ; the Lord brake

them in pieces, departed from them, and left the life to be

made a prey of, and brought under the captivity of death ;

so that the sheep were scattered upon the mountains, and

every beast of prey was ready to fasten his teeth on them

and devour them. Oh ! the precious bnddings forth of the

virtue and power of God, that were to be found in the sev

eral sorts of professors, while they sought the Lord only,

and the knowledge of one another in the breathing spirit,
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and minded not the outward form, but the feeling of life in

their duties and ordinances !

But when they began to mind the form, and cry up sev

eral forms; the Lord also began to loathe the forms, ami

did not give forth that among them, which formerly thev

met with, but took away the kernel, and left them the

shell: and oh, how dry and barren have they become since!

Where is the feeling of life? Where is the love to one an

other in the living sense? Where is the zeal after, and ear

nest seeking of, the power of religion? Where is the mituiv

of the sheep to be found in them? And where is the pres

ence of the Shepherd among them? Are they not lost sheep

indeed, lost to (rod, lost to themselves? Have they not lost

the holy, pure, sweet, meek, heavenly, tender, gentle nature of the

sheep? Have they not lost the pasture and the fold, whereou

they were wont to feed, and wherein they were wont to lie

down safe? Have they not lost the prcserrer of their souls

from the devouring spirit? Nay, have they not lost the very

seed of life, which the good husbandman did sow in them?

And do not evil seeds shoot up in the stead thereof, to the

poisoning of their hearts, and blemishing of their conversa

tions? And are not some of them insensible of their loss,

and lie still drowned in their forms, thinking to confine the

appearance of the free life and unlimited Spirit there?

Others of them sick, and deeply wounded and languishing,

not knowing where to meet with the good Shepherd, nor

how to make shift without him? Oh, the cries of the deso

late and mourning souls, which love God at their hearts,

and have the relies of his nature left in them in a seed still :

which he once begot and brought forth in some freshness !

Oh, their deep anguish ! their miserable lost condition for

want of meeting with the Physician ! their pantings, their

tears, their distresses, their roarings out, their overwhelm-

ings, their several kinds of captivities, and the cruelties ex

ercised upon their spirits by the captiver, even break my

heart, that I am almost overwhelmed in the sense of their

misery! But my heart is somewhat comforted with the

freshness of this testimony, which hath often risen up in
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the immediate life of God in my heart; and I have heard

Iris voice speaking it, even that he will seek them out. And I

know he hath the skill to find them, in their several mourn

ing holes, wherein they lie hid; and the pits whereinto they

are tumbled; and the briars and thorns of the wilderness,

wherewith they are torn, and wherein they arc twisted and

entangled, and held pining to death; and in the prisons,

und chains, and fetters of their spirits, wherein they are

closed up and hound down by the enemy qf their souls.

Quest. 2. How will he seek' them, and how will he find

them out?

Ans. By the light of his Spirit shining in their hearts, by

which he will touch and quicken the sheep's life, and open

the sheep's ear, and persuade the heart to know and believe

that it is he that visiteth in his tender mercy, and that he

will have mercy on, and show compassion to, that which

hath long been cast off and forsaken; and he will be their

God, and they shall be his people; even the house of Israel

that had departed from him; and that he had not forgotten

them, but waited for the hour of mercy, and for the season of

the bringing forth of that life and power, whose searching

and healing virtue will reach to the utmost extremity of

their conditions.

Quest. 8. What will he do with them, when he hath

sought after and found them out?

Ans. He will gather them into the fold of life, and lead

them into the pastures of life, and feed them with the food

of life, as their conditions are able to bear; he will be fit

ting them by the exercises of his Spirit, for their passages

from death to life; and as they are capable, so he will be

still translating them from the one into the other. He will

bring them from their several false-built states in the land

of Egypt (or Babylon) into a true wilderness state; and

there, as he wears out the old nature in them, so will he

speak comfortably to them, and build up the new; and

nourish the true Israelitish babe there with mauna from

heaven; and after he is grown up to a man's estate, aud

hath received the inward circumcision, lead him into tho

Vol. II.— 87
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[pleasant land, where there are rich pastures, and the sweet

still waters, and the precious milk a7id honey of the living,

with which the land flows naturally, and which yields pure

nourishment to all the living offspring. Oh ! my heart is not

able to contain the sense of all that God will do for Israel, or

iif what he will be to them, or of what they shall be to him,

when he hath finished his work upon them, and brought

them forth (through the strength of his covenant) in the

nature, and into the possession, of his life.

But sure I am he hath begun his work; the light of the

day (even of the everlasting day) hath sprung and visited

many; the principle of life hath been revealed in the hearts

of many; and many are gathering into it, and find the man

sinking and dying; and the life rising and living in them

day by day. And though the passage be bitter, and the

passover still eaten with bitter herbs, and the devourer

often let loose and suffered to nip and destroy; yet out of

the cater at last comes forth meat, and out of the strong

one in the issue comes forth sweetness. Yea, though there

be no faith found to close in with the light, nor any

strength left to obey or follow, because of the deep fore

going breakings (wherein both nature and spirit were all

dashed in pieces, and swallowed up in confusion); yet the

breath of life and the power of the light (in process of ex

ercises, and after much deep misery, and impossibilities, to

the sight and judgment of sense) at length raiseth up a lit

tle seed in the longing soul; which receiveth and bringeth

forth, after a hidden way, that which it could not And

here life is indeed of grace, and wholly of the seed, in this

state. Only wait to learn and know in spirit (and then

take heed of despising) the weak beginnings and dawnings

of light, in the secret stirrings and movings of the princi

ple of life; and wait also for a wateh to be set up in thec

against that fleshly wisdom and understanding, which will

be apt to be judging about the work of God in thy heart;

for if it prevail so far, it will then also be begetting in thee

despisings of, and turmngs from, the low beginnings there

of, and so divert thy feet from the path of life. For the
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prevention whereof, and for the furtherance of thy soul, in

its closing with, and travelling on, in the light and guidance

of the Spirit of the Lord, this following paper is added.

CONCERNING THE SEED OR INWARD PRINCIPLE, WHEREBY I.IFE

IS BEGOTTEN AND MAINTAINED IN THE HEART.

THE Lord God, who is full of everlasting bowels of com

passion towards mankind in general, but more especially

towards those, in whom he hath begotten a sense of thw

want of him, with breathings and desires after him ; hath

chosen a seed or inward principle of life to appear in, tow

ards the breaking the bonds of their captivity, and the

bringing them from under the power and misery of death.

This, many who have been overwhelmed with misery,

and whose spirits have melted and failed with the want of

the sense of their God, and have felt that life, which was

formerly built tip in them, broken down and laid waste ;

and their communion with God swallowed up in the ruins

thereof; and their souls ready utterly to perish and be de

voured by the enemy every moment; after the cutting oft"

of their hopes, and the shutting up of their eyes towards

all ways of relief; I say, after all this, and much more than

can be expressed, in the tender mercy of the Lord, have

they felt this principle revealed in their hearts, and their

hearts by degrees, through the skill and same mercy of the

Lord, which revealed the principle (and not from any wor

thiness, or faith and obedience of theirs; for that was as

freely given and preserved, as the principle itself was re

vealed), gathered into the principle, where the life reigns,

and where the strength and dominion of death is broken in

all those, who by the allurings and guidings of the Spirit

of the Lord are led thither.

Now the main thing necessary towards the redemption of

the soul is, after the revealing of this principle, and some

sense and feeling of it, and the turning of the mind tow
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nrds it, to wait to be made more and more acquainted with

it, that in the stirrings, movings, and leadings thereof,

there he a ready giving up to be gathered into it, and to be

guided by it.

For though this principle be all life, yet it is at first but

as a seed, and tlie appearance of the Lord in it ia but as in

si seed ; very little, low, weak, hard to be discerned, easy to

be overlooked and despised, and some greater and more un

deniable appearance expected. Yet that is not the way,

but the soul must become subject unto, and bowed under,

this little appearance ; and so as the seed gets advantage,

and grows bigger and larger in thy heart, the appearance

of the Lord will be greater and fuller there. But to look

for the greater appearance, before the seed be owned and

received in its lesser appearance (and the vessel therebv

fitted for the greater appearance) is not the way of God,

but the deceit of the enemy, whereby he would destroy the

soul, and cut it oft' from the Lord for ever; which he cer

tainly will do, if he can keep the seed from growing there,

and the soul from joining with and growing into it.

Therefore wateh to feel the savor of life in thy heart dav

by day, and therein to feel leadings and drawings from the

life, suitable to thy state; for in this savor, and in theso

drawings, rises the true light, which leads into the way of

life. And then wateh against the reasonings and disputa

tions which the enemy will raise in thy mind, who will

strive to make thee a judge over these drawings; whereas

the light, which ariseth in the savor and in the drawings, is

thy King (though in this low appearance), and not to be

judged by thy mind, thoughts, and reasonings, but to judge

them all down, and be bowed unto and obeyed by thee.

And consider, in the weight of thy spirit, art thou (in thy

darkness, and with thy earthly mind) fit to be a judge con

cerning the light which ariseth in thee? Or rather, is

not the light, in its lowest and weakest appearance, ap

pointed and fitted by the Lord to judge thee, and make

thee bow down in fear and trembling before it? Aud thy

crown 'thou in thy highest exaltation) is to be cast at the
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lowest footstep thereof; and then it will in some measure,

thou lying at the foot thereof, and bowing in spirit before

it, enter into thee, and enlighten and quicken thee. But in

thy being wise about it, or taking upon thee to judge con

cerning it, it will stand at a distance from thee, and leave

thee in thy darkness and captivity.

Therefore consider where thou art, and breathe unto the

Lord to reveal that unto thee which is proper for thee at

present, and to bow thy spirit under his present will and

manifestation to thee.

And be content to be little and low, and to receive little

and low instructions from God, and to walk in the path of

brokenness and humility before the Lord; for this is his

way of fitting for, and advancing into, the high and glori

ous power of his life. And this my soul is assured of, that

none shall enter into, or abide in, his kingdom, but as they

become little, potfr, and naked, and as they are led by the

little child of God's begetting; who not at all answers the

wisdom of man and his expectations, but still confounds

them, and leads on in such a path, as, if the eye of man's

wisdom be open, it will still be crying out it can never

bring to life. Yet that which disputeth not, but believeth,

at seasons feels a progress, and that the growth of life had

advantage in the heart by those very things, which at pres

ent seemed to give death the advantage.

Therefore wateh against thy understanding, and all the

workings thereof, as ever thou desirest life; for it will still

betray thee, and either keep thee from the way, or turn

thee out of the way, whenever thou hearkenest to it. And

mark this: That which God sows and brings up in thee is

a sensible plant, not a knowing mind; and thy right judg

ment is only in the sensibleness of that plant, and not in the

understanding or comprehension of thy mind; yea, that

sensible plant (which thy wisdom will be very apt to despise

and perk over) must batter down and bring to nothing thy

understanding, and grow up in the stead of it, if ever thy

soul be made a habitation for the life. Therefore sink into

the feeling, and dwell in the feeling, and wait for the savor

37*
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of the principle of life, and the touches and drawings of the

savor, and walk along in it towards the land of life, parting

with all, and leaving behind thee, whatever the savor of life

disrelisheth; and entering into, and taking up, whatever

the savor of life rclisheth, that thou mayest he prepared for

the Lord, and for the glorious appearance of his Spirit in

thee.

And as thou art led into this, and hecomest subject to

this; so thou wilt taste the Lord, and feel the sweetness of

his ointment, and the peace of his nature, and the joy of NIC

beginnings of his kingdom in thy heart, and the blotting

out of thy iniquities for his own name's sake. For though

the enemy may lay a load upon thee, and fill thee as much

as he can with his filth, and lay it close to thy charge, inso

much as tUou art not uble to acquit thyself at all, but art as

ready to charge thyself therewith, as the enemy is to charge

thee; yet the Lord considereth the seed he hath sown in

thee, and the desire which he hath wrought in thy heart to

be joined thereunto; and he knoweth whence the stirring

of this mind is, and how weak thou art in this hour of th\

darkness and captivity; and the intent of his heart is to de

liver thee from all this, and not to condemn thee for it.

But oh! take heed of limiting the Lord to give forth so

clear a light, as the natural understanding will be judging

necessary; but be content with the light which ariseth in

the savor, and shineth inwardly to thy spirit in the draw

ing; and be subject and bowed under the light of the draw

ing, though ever so much against the light of the creatureh*

•understanding, and the reasonings thereof.

Clearness of light is a state which is to be grown up into:

but before thou comest to this, thy understanding must be

darkened, confounded, and brought to nothing; and thou

canst not have such a clearness there, while it is confound

ing. There is indeed a true clearness in the principle of

life (proportionable to its state and growth) even then ; but

the reasonings of thy dark mind will be continually over

clouding and overbearing it (as if it were darkness, and not

the light), and will prevail, unless thou be kept in the savor.
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and suffer not thy understanding to jndge, but keep it un

der the jndgment of the savor. Mark, therefore, hecdfully

this which follows :— •

The first work of the Lord, is to confound the knowledge

and understanding of the creature; especially in those who

have been deep in wisdom and experience of things; for if

they were not closely pursued with darkness and confusion,

they would presently be gathering a stock into the old

storehouse again, and so grow wise after the flesh, and

never learn the life of the Spirit. Xow in this work of con

founding, how can the leadings of Owl's Spirit he manifest

and clear after the flesh, and to the fleshly understanding?

Yea, if they were manifest after this manner, how were it

possible to withhold the fleshly part from drinking them

in? and so {he man would live again, but the seed not live,

which gains its life (and being and form and perfection) in

the man, by the death of the man ; even by the man's being

hunted, and battered, and broken out of his wisdom, and

knowledge, and reasoning, and comprehension; and be

coming as a fool or child, being able to know nothing, nor

retain nothing, nor perform nothing, nor keep his standing;

but still as he is led, und tanght, and created, and preserved

in the power, and by the presence of the life.

CONCERNING THE TWO COVENANT?.

WHAT is the covenant of the law? Doth it not contain and

hold forth eternal life to man, upon his faith in, and obedi

ence to the Spirit of God?

Whit w the covenant of the gospel? Doth it not contain the

promise to the seed, and life to man through the seed, and

forgiveness of his sins for the seed's sake, and the uniting of

his heart to, and preserving it in, the seed, through the

grace; as also repentance, faith, and obedience from the

grace ?

Mark then the difference between the two covenants.

Tike covenant of the law is all of works, and according to
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works; yea, even the faith that is there found (which is be

gotten and brought forth in man by virtue of that covenant)

m is of the man, or of the working principle. The covenant

of the gospel is all of grace; and the very works that are

found are from the grace, and the seed bestowed and con

voyed by promise.

Now mark: The seed (or standing principle of life) in

both covenants is the same. It is the same Christ by which

Adam stood before the fall, and which was the promised

seed iifter the fall. The light of both the covenants is the

same, even the eternal light of the Spirit. The life and

power is the same, even the life and power of the Spirit.

The end or mark, at which man aims, and towards which

he travels, in both is the same; even the land of rest and

peace in the Spirit of the Father, who begets a living soul

under both covenants. But the terms of the covenants, and

the manner of dispensing them, arc different; and the

wombs, whereof the children of each covenant arc born, are

different likewise ; the one being the working nature (which

also came from God, and hath its blessing from him in it*

obedience and subjection to him), the other the womb of

grace, which brings forth the child of grace in man, accord

ing to, and by virtue of, the promise; and doth not find a

will in the day of man's choice and liberty, but createth a

will in the day of God's powerful appearance in it.

Yet this seed of promise, or this new man begotten by

the seed of life according to the promise, must walk through

the law, and travel through all the dark paths of that cove

nant, before it come to inherit the promised land; where

the rigor of the law and weakness of the flesh will be

thoroughly felt, and many transgressions and many stripes;

yea, many captivities and cuttings off from the life maybe

felt also; yea, the sied of the first covenant may live and

flourish, and enjoy and boast much of God, while this seed

is miserable. But when this womb is visited with the

strength of grace, and free power of life, and bringeth forth

her children therein, and no more is called for from the

working part of man, but all brought forth in the free, full,
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and fresh power of life ; then shall the seed of Israel, after

the promise, become an everlasting habitation for, and a

perfect joy in, the life.

Therefore distinguish in spirit between the law and grace,

and the covenants of each, and the dispensations of each,

and how they are mixed and intermingled, both towards

man and towards the seed, in the several dispensations in

which each is brought forth. For there hath been no per

fect covenant brought forth, either of works or of grace (in

a way of public administration), since the fall of Adam.

Had there been a perfect covenant of works, there had been

no capacity of salvation thereby to fallen man. Had there

been a perfect covenant of grace, there had been no possi

bility or capacity of destruction: for grace, in its perfect

going forth, cannot but overcome and save the man. But

God ordereth both these covenants, both towards the man

and towards the seed,according to the state of the man and

the state of the seed, and according to what, in his eternal

wisdom, he judgeth meet to work upon them thereby.

Man being fallen, and having lost his strength of faith

and obedience in and to the requirings of God's Spirit, the

visitation of him is now by grace, and not merely to call

forth what is left in him, but to help him with light and

power, and by the influences of the grace and of the power

to quicken him towards God. Yet man, in the receiving of

this, is apt to overlook the grace, and attribute too much to

his own strength, thinking himself somewhat, because of

the grace and power which hath visited him, and new re

freshed the strength and nature) of his principle in him

again. Hereby he is apt to fix his standing on his obedi

ence to the Spirit or appearance of the grace, and so in ef

fect builds his life and hopes on his own principle again, or

on a new-received power, as held or kept to by him (which he

may fall from now, as well as he did at first), and not on the

free begetting and free preserving of a principle of life in

him.

This visitation of grace is to all mankind, there being

none upon earth, whom the Lord doth not thus seek and
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visit with the light of hi* eternal life, thus administered

through the grace ; which so far as they fall in with, tho

Lord doth receive them and beget life in them, ingrafting

them into the living vine, and preserving them according to

their abiding in it, and according to their obedience to him

in the springings up of the sap of the vine in them.

But besides this common administration of the grace to

all mankind, God formerly picked out a people after the

flesh of Abraham, and afterwards a people after the spirit of

Abraham, towards whom, in a more peculiar way, his grace

• did administer itself, and whom he dealt with, not as with

other nations, but chose to love and work up into life and

communion with himself, by a more especial administration

and visitation of his love and grace. The one of these were

that people of the Jews, the other the believing Christians.

With the Jews he remembered the covenant with Abra

ham. By virtue of that he loved and chose them to be his

people after the flesh, or his outward people; by virtue of

that he brought them out of Egypt, led them through the

wilderness, brought them into Canaan, giving them an in

heritance therein, and delivering them from their enemies

time after time.

Yet he also made another covenant with them (even that

of the law) which was suitable to their state, and which

their nature desired, and chose to walk with God in, but

hardly ever kept it, and so brought the curse and misery

due thereby upon their heads, and at last were utterly eut

off, so far and so long as the Lord pleaseth to let the curse

of that covenant have power over them, until he shall pleaso

again to remember to them his covenant with Abraham,

Isaac, and Jacob, and breathe life through it into their dry

bones.

Now though God did make this covenant with them, be

cause they were fleshly, and their present state required it,

yet he did not disannul or make void the other to them, all

the while their day lasted ; but remembered loving-kind

ness and mercy towards them in it, often delivering and

redeeming them for his own name's sake, pointing them
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also to the word in the heart, and the gracious administra

tion thereof. But they were blinded and held captive in

the earthly nature and principle, and in the law thereof,

and held their marriage and union with God thereby. And

see, though this administration to the Jews (wherein God

did strive with them by his Spirit, and sometimes stir life,

and beget a true sensibleness in many of them, calling to

them for the circumeision of the heart, and pointing them

to the principle of life in the heart, whereby it might

be circumeised) though this advanced them far above the

Heathen ; yet they, through the flesh and the letter, at last

fell below the very state of the Heathen, proving greater

enemies to, and persecutors of, the life than they; and so

the Lord brake them off from the Olive-tree into which

they were ingrafted, and cut them oft" from the covenant

which he had made with Abraham, Isaae, and Jacob;

whereas, thitherto (though he had often been provoked by,

and sorely offended with, them), yet he had still loved them

for their fathers' sake. After them, and in their stead, he

chose the believing Gentiles, ingrafted them into the stock

from whence these were broken, letting them into a sweeter

and fuller, and more spiritual and abiding state, and influ

ences of the covenant. For here the life was manifested, and

the light did shine in great beanty and clearness. And they

were gathered into the true fold of the Shepherd (besides

the outward state, which was also built up by the Lord,

and preserved for a season among them); and they saw

their standing to be by and in the grace, and were estab

lished in the grace, and could feel the good pleasure calling,

the good pleasure working, the good pleasure being and

doing all in them; and could cry grace, grace, to this build

ing; and say, not for any works that they had wrought, or

for their faith in, or obedience to, the light of life, which

was made manifest ; but of his own mercy he saved them,

who wrought in them both the will and the deed of his

own good pleasure, and preserved them by his power

through faith (which was of his gift and begetting) unto

salvation.



444 THE WOBKS OF

Yet for all this, there was somewhat of the law or light

eternal to be administered nnto them, which was suitable

to the natural part or first principle through which they

wcrc to travel, even until the man, or first nature, was

wholly wasted; wherein- some of them were in danger of

falling away wholly, others of coming under the chastise-

ment and judgment, with which the Lord pnrsned them,

that they might not be utterly condemned with the world.

Mark, therefore, this brief sum of the matter:—

1. Man fell under the first covenant: his restitution is

never to be thereby, but by the second ; through which God

works up vessels into a state of life and glory in the admin

istration of his grace.

'2. But in this working up of the vessel, he sees necessary

to make use of the other covenant, according to the capacity

that is left in man to answer it; and so as that eajweity

wears out, the covenant of the law wasteth and passeth

away by degrees, and the covenant of grace succeeds and

fills up the room thereof.

3. There is great danger of falling from the life for some,

as also of chastisements and judgments to others, while

this capacity remains; even while the earthly nature, spirit.

;nid principle is not worn out, by the entrance, death, and

resurrection of the principle of life in the heart.

4. When the first principle is wholly dead, and the heart

perfectly formed in the life, and all perfectly raised and ro-

newed in the life; then there is no danger of falling, or fear

of chastisement; but perfect life, and peace, and joy with

(rod in his Spirit of power and glory for evermore.

5. Though God begin with man in a covenant of grace,

and bring in a covenant of the law to man (suitable to his

present state) only in subserviency to the covenant of grace :

and would not have man stick there, but cling to him in

the grace, and seek remission through the grace for his own

name's sake; yet man, through the prevalence of the first

principle in him (and his looking on God through that), is

apt to fix on this covenant, and draw comfort or discour

agement to himself from his own obedience or failings, and
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not live on the freeness of God's love, and the faithfulness

of Ins heart to the soul in all conditions, for his Christ's sake.

This hath been the great error of Israel (even of Israel

after the flesh, and of Israel after the spirit also), that while

God lays hold on them by his love, promise, mercy, and

grace; yct they lay hold on him by another covenant; even

their obedience to the laws he gives forth; riot knowing,

that the obedience to the first covenant must be a fruit of

the second; and that they are not beloved or accepted for

that, but that that flows into them, and is brought forth in

them through the love, and through the free and powerful

workings thereof in them. I say, tin* (to wit, their obedi

ence) is not the ground of their acceptance or 'being loved,

so far as they are in this covenant; though as fur as the

other hath yet an influence, it hath some force in this re

spect. But this the eye is to pass through, and to be fixed;

on the other covenant, still waiting lev the- revealing and:

manifesting the riches of the mercy thereof, and to feel the

washing and cleansing thereof front all the- guilt, which un

der the remainders of the first covenant will be daily con

tracting, while any thing of the earthly principle and of

fending part is left standing.

There hath been in this day a very glorious administration

of life to the sons of men (after the long foregoing night),

wherein both these covenants have been again administered

in Spirit, suitable to the state of the persons whereto they

have been administered. And because of the necessity of

faith and obedience in the new covenant (both to the seed

and to the man), the man is so apt to fix his eye and build

his hopes upon them, and not upon the free love of him

that works them in him, that be is in danger of falling from

and dishonoring the free grace, which is the hope of Israel,

and of losing his state, which is not sure (how far soever

it be advanced in a present power and dominion), further

than it is built upon and fixed in the grace. And therefore

is this given forth, that the life in Israel may be sure and

lasting, and that they may grow up perfectly, out of the

principle of nature, into the principle of grace, and know

Vol. II.— 38
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the difference between their being united to, and living in,

God, either in the fear, faith, or love, so far as they can re

ceive or retain them ; and God's living in them, and creat

ing continually the fear, faith, and love in them, and bring

ing forth all the fruits thereof in and from himself.

For though the covenants are and have been still the

same from the beginning, yet the manifestations of them

have been still greater and greater. And a greater mani

festation may yet be of the love and life of God, and the

sweet, free nature of his covenant, than hath hitherto been,

or yet is ; which Israel is to wait for and feel the need of,

before it be brought forth. And though all those fore-

mentioned (to wit, offear, faith, and love) are precious states,

which God works his Israel up to, in and by the covenant

of his grace, according to their several growths and capaci

ties; yea, and according to which the delight and pleasure

of his soul is in them ; yet the absolute assurance is only ia

the latter, even where the creature io so gathered into the

life of God, that its state depends not at all upon what

itself is, or doth, but only upon what God is and will be

to his freely of himself, and for his own name's sake.

This is written in love, for preservation; and not for

discouragement or destruction ; but that that which stand-

eth, may feel where to fix. For in the highest state that

man can be advanced to, yet if any of the creaturely princi

ple be left in him unsubdued, and not yet buried with the

seed into its death, there is so far a capacit}' of falling; and

bis fall, in case the Lord do suffer his feet to slip, will be

the greater, by how much the higher and more exalted he

was in the dominion and presence of the power, and by

how much the more it was unexpected by him.

And this my heart hath often said within me, and still

eaith to a weary soul, which hath felt the touches of life,

and desireth everlasting unity with it; yea, to all that de

sire to walk with God, and to abide in the power of his life

in any dispensation ; Keep the eye of thy mind to the grace

which visits thee ; not so much to the light which comes

from the grace, as to the grace from which the light comes;
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and daily look for help and remission from it, as freely as

thou hadst at first. And in all losses and darknesses, and

risings up of guilt and condemnation, cast thyself at the

foot of it, saying in thy heart, If thou hadst not freely vis

ited me at first, I had not set one step in the path of life;

and if thou dost not as freely visit me still, and renew life

in me daily of thine own accord, and from- the same love

and goodness, I cannot but he liable to miscarry. Oh that

I might obey every beam of thy light, and every moving of

thy life ! but I dare not undertake it. Oh that thou wouldst

undertake for me my righteousness, my obedience, my love

to thee ! My faith in thee is like the morning dew, which

soon passeth away, and I cannot find or come at it again !

Oh, raise up life from an everlasting seed, and gather my

heart into it, and preserve me in it; not according to what

I am or have done, or yet can be or do; but for thine own

name's sake, and in thy love to thy seed, and to thy creat

ure in and through thy seed by the promise !

Thus as any grow into the covenant of grace, through

the covenant of works (which is necessary to be dispensed

in some measure, till the man's nature and principle be

wholly worn out by it), they will find sure footing there,

and building upon that, from which the soul (that cleaveth

to it in the virtue and nature that floweth from it) can never

be removed. Yea, the peace and safety of Israel in their

travels (fixing here) will be greater, and their assurance

greater, and their falls and the prevailings of the enemy

not so dangerous (that being had recourse to, which never

fails of healing that soul which lies at the foot of it, and in

heart waits its season); however they may be hurried and

driven about with tempests, through the violence of the

enemy, and good pleasure of Him, who seeth it fit for the

present state of the soul, to have it thus exercised.

The intent of God, in the salvation of man, is to magnify

the riches of his grace, and the freeness of his love. And

this is effected, as man is broken in his natural principle

and power of believing and obeying; and a seed of life

freely raised up in him, and he freely gathered into it, and
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preserved in it. And where is the boaster here ? Or where

is he, who, in this state, can throw a stone at another be

cause of his transgressions? Nay, nay; he that is freely

forgiven, and lives merely and for ever by mercy alone, he

is formed and brought forth in the tenderness of the bowels

which begat and nourish him ; and he crieth mightily for

the spreading of the same bowels over other sinners, wait

ing for the season of their visitation and gathering into the

same love, and by the same powerful hand, if it may be.

O my God, bring up the power and sweetness of thy life

in Israel, and show mercy to all nations ! Purge the earth

with thy fan, scatter the corruption thereof from the heart*

of the sons of men, and make them the paradise of thy

pleasure; that thou, 0 living God, mayst dwell in, and

shine forth from, thy temple; and it may no longer lie

waste, nor the abomination of desolation defile it, to the

dishonor of thy name, and to the ruin and misery of thy

creation !

PO STSCRIPT.

SOME things are exceeding necessary for lost man to be

Acquainted with, in his travels from his lost estate, into the

life mid peace of God: as,

1. To know his lost estate and misery for ever, unless the

Lord pity and help him.

2. To know the light, wherewith the Lord visits the souls

that sit in darkness; that he may wait for the shiliings

thereof, and in them travel with the leading Spirit of life,

from the darkness and death of sin towards the land of the

living.

8. To breathe unto the Lord, and wait to have his heart

joined to the light and power of life daily, and separated

from the powers of death and darkness, under which he

was, and still is, a captive, but as the Lord appears for him,

and delivers him.

4. To put forth all the strength of his soul and mind, and
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all the members of his body, in the service of the Lord.

For as he is, in any measure, set free by the Lord from the

service of sin; so is he to serve and obey the Lord in

righteousness.

5. To wait daily to receive the strength from the Lord,

wherewith he serveth the Lord. For though, by the re

demption of the Lord, he feels the creaturely part, in some

measure, renewed and restored, and an ability received to

serve righteousness, which before he had not; yet this is

not so given to him, as that the Lord hath it not still in his

hand, who can stop or let it out at his pleasure. And happy

is that man, who looketh not upon himself as somewhat,

becanse of what in any kind he hath received, but feeleth

his dependence upon the Lord.

6. To feel the grace and mercy of the Lord, in whatever

he recciveth from the Lord, or whatever he doeth for the

Lord. It is all of the Lord ; happy is the man that sees it.

It is the mercy of the Lcrd, that man is not consumed.

It is the mercy of the Lord, that any man in any state (or

degree of life and redemption) is preserved. The mercy of

the Lord endureth for ever, there/ore is Israel safe. This will

be the song of praise in the hcruse of the Lord for ever.

7. To wait for the wasting of the man, and the raising up

of the seed day by day; that that to which the covenant o%

works is natural, and which cannot but desire it and seek

to live by it, may bo worn out; and that to which the cove

nant of grace is as natural (if not more), and which alone

lives by the promise, and through the faith, and in the grace

which freely flows from the eternal fountain, may be raised

up, and succeed in the place and stead thereof.

Here is safety indeed. Here is everlasting righteousness

so brought in, as that it can never be removed out of the

heart more. Here everlasting life and the soul arc one for

ever. Here is no more going into captivity; which Israel,

settled in Canaan, and enjoying the sweetness and rest

thereof, under the first covenant may. Here arc no tears.

nor sighing, nor departing from the life, nor grieving the

Holy Spirit of the Lord, nor being grieved by it any more ;
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but what the heart desires of God, and what God desires of

the heart, mutually received; and the going forth, and the

coming in, and the abiding, one and the same for ever; the

same life and power and love and eternal sweetness being

nil and in all for ever. This is the mark of Israel, and the

haven of its eternal rest, to which the Lord is leading the

poor, hungry, empty, mourning, afflicted, tossed souls, to whom

it is as sure in the love and good-will of God (and in the

counsel of his heart determined thereupon), as if they were

already in it.
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TO FRIENDS

IN ENGLAND, IRELAND, SCOTLAND, HOLLAND, NEW ENGLAND,

BARBADOES, OR ANYWHERE ELSE, WHERE THE LORD GOD

SHALL ORDER THIS TO COME, IN THB TENDER SPIRIT

0 FRIENDS !

IN the pure love of God, and fresh "breath of Ins living

Spirit, is it now on my heart to write unto you, in fear, in

tenderness, in meltings, and true sense of spirit; and the

Lord so guide my heart and words, as that they may

reach the witness in the hearts of all that shall read, and

may be felt by that to he purely of God, and not at all of

the birth, will, or wisdom of the flesh.

I remember, I remember, 0 Friends! and it is in my

heart to put you in remembrance of the cloudy, dismal, and

dark day, wherein the Shepherd of Israel visited our souls,

and what condition we were in, when he caused the light of

life to shine upon our tabernacles, and to spring up in us.

Oh the desolation, the desolation that our souls were in,

in that day! Oh the wanderings up and down, the seekings,

huntings, mournings, bitter complaints, and deep distresses

for want of our God, and for want of the guidance of Ids

good Spirit ! Who can utter now what was then felt of the

thickness of darkness, of the misery, the loss, the dreadful

captivity that our poor goals were entangled and wrapped

up in ? Oh, how acceptable was the visitation. of GoJ i&en !

how deep was the sense of his tender mercy in visiting!

how glad was the soul then of the living path revealed f

how unfeigned did it cleave unto the Lord, and embrace

the measure of his life revealed inwardly to the mind! how

did it fear ! how did it wait ! how did it wateh against the
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enemy, and cry to the Father for his help ! How beautiful

were the feet, and how pleasant the visitations of them,

who brought the tidings of this life and peace ! What love,

what unity, what embracing one another in this life, was

then witnessed in the hearts of one another ! and where this

lives and grows to this day, oh how precious is that ves

sel ! but where the life in any is departed from, where an

other thing, of another nature, hath entered and been enter

tained by any, there it is not so ; but there the love is grown

cold, the mind changed, the goodness of the Lord forgotten,

and the poor soul again entangled in that which formerly it

felt some release and deliverance from.

Now that the enemy would endeavor to entangle the

minds of the redeemed, and to draw them back from the

Lord, and his pure measure of life in the heart, towards

perdition again, that is not to be questioned ; it being his

nature and property so to do; and that he would use not

only his strength, but also his subtlety and deceivableuess

to effect this (his aim being at the church and redeemed of

God, more than at the world); appearing as an angel of

light, in motions like light, in ways like life; this is not to

be doubted of either; for how else could he gain upon that,

whose eye is towards, and whose aim i.-i after, the Lord?

But this is the great thing for my heart, and the hearts of

Friends, to be exercised in, to wait on the Lord in his true

light, clearly to discern how far we have been assaulted by

this enemy, and how far the Lord hath preserved us from

his assaults, or suffered him to prevail upon us; for he hath

prevailed in former ages, under the ministration of the law

in the prophets' days, and under the ministration of the

gospel in the apostles' days; yea, and I must needs say, he

hath also prevailed in our days, on all that hafre not watehed

in the pure fear, and been preserved by the pure power of

the Lord. Now doth it not concern every one to look up ti •

the Lord, to guide his heart in searching, that he may truly

understand his state? That, if he can witness the preserva

tion of the power, he may sing praise to the power; but if

he hath been betrayed, and come to a loss, he m ay^seek at
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ter the power of life again, and wait for deliverance and

restoring by it. For with the Lord God is mercy and bow

els, and he seeketh after and saveth the lost, not once only,

but again and again ; only here is the great danger of souls,

when they are ignorant of their captivity, and jndge in

themselves, and are guided by that which should be jndged

down and destroyed in them. When darkness is the light

and leader in the mind, oh, whither doth that soul travel !

How doth it jndge, think, act! how sure 'doth the enemy

hold it in his bonds and chains ! how easily doth he preju

dice it against that which is of God, and for its good, and

incline it to think favorably of that which only appeareth

to be of God, but is not, and is to its hurt!

Now, Friends, there were three things on my heart this

morning, which sprang up in true sense and demonstration

of God's Spirit, as subtle engines which the enemy hath en

deavored to make use of to hurt our souls); which any that

have been entangled in, have received hurt by, and those

that have escaped have canse to bless the name of the pre

server of Israel.

The first is this: By begetting in persons prejndices

against those whom the Lord hath chosen, and pleaseth to

make use of in ministering to his people. Precious is the

ministry that is in the Spirit, for the building up in life, as

well as for begetting. How doth the enemy strive to preju

dice the world against them, that there may be no beget

ting to God from amongst them ! And how doth he also

endeavor to raise prejndices amongst the begotten, that he

may interrupt, and, if possible, stop their building up.

The second is this : To draw men from eying and sub

jecting to the present dispensation, by an earnest looking

after and waiting for another, or further. The security and

blessing of the soul lies in the present dispensation, in

bowing to God there, in being diligent under the exercises

of his Spirit therein. Now that which draws the mind

another way from the present exercise, from belief in

the present gift, under a specious pretence of waiting for

somewhat more glorious to appear, betrays and deceives,
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in thus turning the mind out of the path which God holds

forth and guides into, towards expectation of a path as yet

to be revealed.

The third is this: Under a pretence of sticking to the

enlightening and guidance of one's own measure, to eet up

a sense and judgment in the mind, both concerning per

sons, practices, and things, which is not truly of the meas

ure, but secretly instilled into and raised up in the mind,

contrary to the pure measure of life. All these have I not

only seen in spirit, but been sorely assaulted with ; and that

they have not prevailed upon me even to destruction, is

the tender mercy and kindness of the Lord unto me ; and

in that tenderness and love, for the preservation of others,

do I write these things. And indeed I have somewhat in

my heart to say singly and nakedly concerning each of

these, which the Lord guide and bless to the conditions of

those who stand in need thereof.

First, Concerning those prejudices which the enemy is

apt to lay before the minds of Friends concerning those

whom the Lord hath chosen to minister to them in the

power of his truth, I shall say this: Look over the former

dispensations of God,; there were false prophets under the

law, end false apostles and ministers in the time of that

dispensation of the gospel, who did strive and labor hard to

disturb, undermine and overturn the building and work of

God in the spirits of his people then ; but did God suffer

the true prophets under the law, or the true apostles, to

fall and lose their ministry? And is not this present dis

pensation pure and living, and able to preserve both the in

structors and instructed in the Lord? It is natural to the

enemy to suggest such a thing; but let all that fear the

Lord, and love his truth, take heed how they entertain

such a suggestion. Besides, he that hath felt the pure

power in his heart, and waited to be carried through the

work of it, and hath been carried through and brought in

to the dominion, and set as a pillar in the temple of the

Lord, it is not easy, if possible, for him to fall, the Lord

having undertaken for him, that he shall go no more forth,
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as Rev. iii. 12. But let me say this to thee, O soul ! who

ever hast eutertaned this prejudice, Thou, through preju

dices and suggestions, judgest them fallen; but do not they,

in the true eternal light of the Spirit of life, see thee fallen?

Nay, if thou couldst but retire to the pure measure that

at first quickened thee, mightest not thou feel thy own fall ?

To the second, of drawing out the mind to look after an

other or further dispensation, I have this to say : Consider

what this .dispensation is ; is it not of the seed itself? Is it

not of the light, life, and power of the Father, manifested

in the seed, and in the soul through the seed? Is not the

sense quick, and the love pure, where this is felt? What

wouldst thou have poor soul ? Oh that thou feltest the vir

tue and power of this! surely thou wouldst then find that

thou mightest sit down here in the peace, purity, power,

dominion, and perfection of life ; for it is all in the seed,

and to be revealed to thee, and become thine, as thou art

gathered into the seed, and the seed opened in thee. Be

sides, are there not many that have witnessed, and that can

witness from God, that this is the dispensation which is to

go through the whole earth? And shall it be laid aside

in the beginning of its work? "If there had been a law

given, which could have given life " (said the apostle) " right

eousness should have been by the law." God doth not

change. When he hath brought forth that which will do

the thing, why should he change it? Now of the ability of

this there are many witnesses; yea, it hath brought forth

life and righteousness in those that have been subject to it,

and was once owned as the desire of our souls, and became

a covering to our eyes, that we could look no further ; our

hearts, in the sense and life of truth, being satisfied that

this was the very thing we had long mourned after, and

waited for. Oh! that which begets another sense in any of

us (under what pretence or appearance soever), let it be the

abomination of our souls, that we hearken not, nor give

the least entertainment to it, lest by it we are betrayed of

our portion in the blessed treasure and inheritance.

To the third I say: It is a standing truth, the standard
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We were invited to, and to which we are to keep for ever,

even the measure of life in our own vessels. This will jus

tify us in our subjection to whatever it reveals; and its jus

tification will stand, whatsoever any man else shall say to

the contrary. But this is at unity in itself, and never op-

poseth the motion or appearance of life in another. Now

this is certain, the enemy will appear as near life and its

motion as he can; and if I receive his appearance, I am not

subject to the measure of life in me, but to him under his

deceitful appearance. Therefore if that which appears like

life in thee contradict a practice or appearance of life in

others (who were in the truth before thee, and are in the

growth thereof far beyond thee), oughtest thou not to be

sober in spirit, and to wait in fear, lest thou shouldst be de

ceived; lest thou shouldst exalt self and the enemy in thee,

and not the truth; yea, lest thy heart should grow hard,

and thy neck stiff, against those who are over thee in the

Lord, and so thou lose the benefit of their watehing over

thee, and counsel to thee, and of God's preservation: for

out of the truth, in the deceitful appearance, there is no

preservation, nor true light, nor justification of life; but

self-conceit, fleshly confidence, and the justification of a

man's own spirit; and his wisdom then gets up, and exalts

itself, as if it were the right thing. The Lord gave the

measure of life to thee; and the Lord also hath given fa

thers, guides, instructors, watehmen in his Israel. These

have a service from the Lord towards thee, who knoweth

that thy soul hath need of that service : now if the enemy

can prejudice thee against, and withdraw thee from, the use

of what thou ncedest, art thou not in danger of falling and

miscarriage ? Dost not thou set up the measure oflife in thee

(if not another thing) beyond its place, state, and growth?

And can any thing grow and thrive out of the order and

wisdom of God ? Nay, nay ; the very measure of life itself

will this way come to wither and die in thee, and another

thing live in its place ; and the sword of the Lord will be

drawn against thee, and thou wilt be cut off from the body,

and also from him who is the quickener and preserver of
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the body. Therefore, my friends, as the enemy wateheth

to deceive and destroy, so the Lord keep our souls in the

true wateh and looking up to him, who (to those that four

him) diacovereth the deceit, and preserveth from the snare.

And this is witnessed concerning the measure of life in

the heart, and the way of its acting and operation, that it

always acts in its place, even in due subjection to the Father

of spirits, and to his life in others according to its growth;

for there is no rent nor division in the living body; no set

ting up one measure of life against another measure, or

one motion of life against another motion, or one practice

against another; but all there is in the unity, in the love,

in the tenderness, in the sense, in the peace, in the domin

ion, in the subjection; and that which diff'ercth or dissent-

oth from the life, interrupting the union and uniformity in

the life, is not of the life; which when it is everywhere cast

out, life to lite will answer everywhere; which day my soul

hreatheth and waiteth tor, even the day wherein life alone

shall live and reign in every vessel, and all the devices and

snares of the enemy not be able to enter upon or cateh any

of God's little simple-hearted ones; but still, by the power

of life rising in clearness against them, bo thrown back up

on the enemy, to his torment and disadvantage.

And, O dear lambs ! consider how easy it is for you to

mistake, err, and wander from the truth; and do not refuse

the care,. watehfulness, and tender counsel of those who

were instrumental to beget you to, and are yet over you, in

the Lord. Alas ! how easy is it for the enemy to deceive

your simplicity, and get between you and your life; and

then ye are liable to mis-see and mis-act in all ye do, and

to follow the enemy, as if he were your right guide; and to

fight against, and resist him, who is your true leader, as if

he were your enemy! The life in you is to be your guide

and leader, as it groweth up and rcceiveth ability, strength,

and dominion from the Lord; but the heir is to be under

tutors and governors, till the time appointed of the Father.

And the seed is meek, humble, tender, lowly, sensible of

its own state and weakness, and subject to the exultation,

Vol. II.— 89
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dominion, and pure authority of life in others, where the

Lord hath so exalted it. That which is otherwise in you

(which is high, exalted, conceited of itself, and not subject

to every degree of iife in others, according to its state) is

another thing, which is not of the true kind, but only un

der a guise appears to you as the true; and as it gets en

trance, corrupts your hearts from the true, and distils its

poison into your spirits! which ye believing, entertaining,

and feeding upon, as if it were the true, grow up in his

powonful nature, losing the pure nature and fellowship of

the body, and are travelling whither ye arc not aware; be

ing gone from that which first gathered, into that which,

through subtlety, hath deceived, appearing to you as if it

was still the same, and that ye still keep to it, but others

are departed: whereas the thing is clean contrary in tiic

sight of the Lord, and in the sight of those who keep to

the anointing, and see with his eye. Therefore, O dear

lambs and babes! what need have we to wait in tender

sense for the Lord's preservation of us in that nature, spirit,

and life, whereof we were begotten, and wherein we were

taught, that there we may still learn and keep to the true

teaching, in the innocency and simplicity of love, and not

hearken to the wisdom and reasonings of another spirit,

who lieih at wateh to cateh the mind with his wiles, and

draw from the true thing. Mark fcow we learned at first:

was it not in a nature, by a secret instinct and inclination

of our minds towards the life, and the path, ways, and

practices thereof, whereinto the body, which before had

been gathered, was led and walked before us? The same

life, when it makcth us part of the flock, bringeth us into

the same footsteps; and there we walk with them, in the

unity of the same life, and sense of the same leader; but if

the enemy can at any time draw us from this sense, and

from the belief and practices or practice which we received

in this sense, even out of the limits of this nature and its

naturalness, how easy is it for him to persuade us to ques

tion right things in our minds and understandings, as if they

were wrong (darkening our eye and causing us to overlook
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and forget the leading and motion which we had in the

true sense and nature from the anointing itself), and so

confidently to think and conclude, that we took up such or

such a practice by imitation, and have held it up in form.

Whereas the Lord, who forgetteth not what and how he

hath wrought in us, knoweth that we took it up in the

sense and leading of his truth, and are now tempted from

that in the reasoning subtlety, which we formerly practised

in the true innocent simplicity. And thus getting into us

a belief and entertainment of his snare, he draws us from

that which at first led us, and from the practices we were

at first led into, to hearken to him, and follow him, who in-

structoth us in a way we were not instructed in before

while the Lord instructed us; and so destroyeth his nature,

and the work of his Spirit in us, dividing us both from the

head and living body ; and so our standing, growth, sense,

and judgment is altered, and we are neither to the Lord

what we were before, nor is he to us what he was before;

for he hates that spirit in all its appearances, and cannot

have unity with the souls that are entangled by it. There

fore, dear friends, as we prize our gathering to, and abiding

with, the Lord, and the enjoyment of his love, peace, joy,

and presence at present, and the crown and inheritance of

life with him for ever; so let UB fear, so let us wateh, so let

us cry unto him, to be preserved by him, which gathered

its in that into which he gathered, and not by any means

be betrayed (through subtlety of the enemy) into another

thing, where the life of the body (and union with tiic

body) cannot possibly be witnessed, nor the true justifica

tion of the Lord ; but only an appearing justification of a

man's own spirit, which must afterwards come under con

demnation. Ye, who are in the living and true sense, will

feel my love, tenderness, and faithfulness in what I write:

and ye who are not, the Lord God of bowels pity, and re

cover you out of the snare and wrong judgment, that ye

may feel it; and feeling that which is true, may be joined

to it, drinking of its virtue and preservation, and live;

which is the earnest desire of my aoul to the Lord, who am
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Your brother and companion in the tribulation and mer

cies which attend the living,

ISAAC PBNINGTON.

From Aylesbury prison, the 14th

of the Fifth month, 16G6.

POSTSCRIPT.

DEAR friends, brethren, lambs, and plants of the Most

High, it is in my heart to add one thing, which I have been

deeply exercised about, and have received help from the

Lord in, wherein I am truly willing, in faithfulness and ten

derness, to be helpful to any of you that stand in need there

of, as the Lord shall give me ability and opportunity. It is

this:—

Among other things, wherewith the enemy endeavoreth

to reproach those whom the Lord hath sent forth among us,

he maketh use of this, as if they wanted bowels and tender

ness. Now, friends, I beseech you to consider it, that the

enemy may not thus enter you. Did not the Lord consider

of his work, and whom he sent forth in this his service and

labor of love? Doth he not know the need of bowels and

tenderness in them, and would he not especially furnish

them therewith? Yea, have they not bowels from and in

the Lord ? And doth not the eye that is open see and ac

knowledge their bowels, and bless the Lord for them? I

have lately been often warmed in the true sense of it, and

have felt that therein I have not blessed his name in vain;

but the thing is so in the sense of truth, and so acknowl

edged before the Lord in that which erreth not: only as

true judgment and severity hath its proper place in the

Lord, as well as his mercy, and if• made use of by him tow

ards his people, as all by experience know ; so must it be in

them also that bear his image; who must know, in his wis

dom and authority, whom to smite with his rod and sharp

reproofs, and when and whom to cherish in the tenderness

and meltings of love. And this is also love and tender

ness (and hath aweet and precious virtue and usefulness in it,
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both for the recovery and restoring of those whose condition

calls for the sharp stroke, and for the preservation of tho

rest), though it doth not so appear to that which by no

means can endure the judgment, hut would have the ten

derness and mercy which belongs not to it; for the mercy

is to be broken, to the humble, to the meek, to the afflicted,

and bowed-down ones under the sense of judgment; not to

the stiff and stubborn against the righteous judgments and

testimonies of the Lord. And, my friends, consider, could

the Lord carry on his glorious work in the hearts of his

children without his judgments? Or can they who are sent

by him possibly carry on his work among his people, with

out making use of his priming-knife, to cut off that which

sprouted out unnaturally and unseasonably, which (if it be

let alone) will draw away the sap from that which should

be fed and nourished with it? Dear friends, the Lord give

you a true sense, that in his light, life, wisdom, and pres

ence, ye may justify what is of him, discerning between

things that differ; and not call any thing that is evil (as the

tenderness which is out of him is) good ; nor any thing that

is good (as the judgment and severity which is of him is)

evil; but may rightly distinguish between the nature of

things, knowing every thing that is of God, and owning it

in its place.

Aylocbury prixon, the 20th of t!ic

Sixth month, KiriG.
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ONE MORE

TENDER VISITATION

TO

THE M E X OF THIS GENERATION.

riENT TO THEM IX BOWELS OF LOVE AND TENDER COMPASSION,

BEFORE THEIR 1iAY KE OVER.

i )h that those who road this might read with a right under

standing, and have a true sense of what is hero proposed

for the good of their souls!

IF there be a God, and if this God hath let down a prin

ciple of life from himself into the hearts of the sons of men,

to gather them out of the world unto himself by; and if we

have been directed to, and enlightened by, this principle,

and have heard his voice, and been gathered to him in it,

and therein have been taught his true spiritual worship, and

drawn out of the worships, fashions, customs, and ways of

the world, who are estranged from God, and walk in their

own wisdom, satisfying the lusts of the flesh, and of the

mind, and doing what is right in their own eyes,—I say, if

it be indeed so with us, then that which any do against us,

in this respeet, they do against God. The risings of heart

agamst us, the hard words and reproaches, the contriving

to destroy or root us out of the land, the making and exe

cuting sharp laws against us, &c., all this, and whatever else

is done against us on this occasion, must needs be done

against him.

And what will this produce? "Will it not also engage the

wisdom and power of the Lord against you? lie may let us

suffer long, and let you be hardened against us, us if we
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were not of God, by the slips and foolishness of such who

have seemed to be of us, but have not kept to his truth; yet

still those that keep to the Spirit and truth of God, are of

God, and he is tender of them. And if he that touched Is-

raeUifter the flesh, tolleh ed the apple of his eye, what doth

he that toucheth his spiritual Israel? We are content anil

t luiet under what the Lord sliffers to befall us from you;

but ye will find, in the end, it will not be well for you to

deal so with us. The Lord hath a spiritual crown, dignity,

and dominion in the hearts of many in this nation; why

should he not enjoy it? "Why should not men let him enjoy

his heavenly rule, who giveth to them their earthly, and

who can take it from them when he pleascth? Sec Dan. iv.

:',± and 3f,.

Therefore, my dear countrymen (and ye especially that

are in anthority), consider, oh consider before it be too late!

I hope, I hope (though the provocations have been very

great) that it is not yet too late for many of you to find a

place of repentance and remission with the Lord. If ye

can plead ignorance before the Lord, and that ye have not

known what ye have done herein, he pitieth that, if ye yet

hearken to his counsel and reproof, and return unto him.

He hath power to destroy this nation; he hath power to do

what he will in this nation. Oh! fear before him, and take

heed of fighting against him before whom none can stand.

Aim! if ye knew what we were doing, while ye are af-

rlicting and persecuting us for our subjection to the Lord,

surely it could not but melt and overcome you; even how

we have been mourning and wrestling many times with our

tiod, in earnest prayers and supplications to him for you;

not that we might escape your wrath (which he enableth us

to bear), but that ye might escape his fury, and terrible in

dignation, which we know is ready to break forth, and that

ye will not be able to bear it, when it doth break forth ; but

it will pursue, overtake, break to pieces, and scatter, and

there will be none to deliver.

Are not these things serious? Are they not true? Are

they not written in love? "Why should they not take place
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in you? Oh! come out of the circle and mist of darkness,

that ye may see the truth of them. If ye be not in the nat

ure of Christians, do not deceive yourselves, and provoke

God, in taking the name unto you. If ye be true Christians,

do not judge or walk us men, even in and according to the

wisdom of the earthly principle; but feel that principle

which is of God, and in that wait for, and learn to hear aml

know the voice of God, and that will lead (out of all profaix-

ways, out of all superstitious ways, yea, out of all the ways

that man's fallen wisdom hath taught and erred in) into the

way of true and sound judgment, where the true reforma

tion within will be witnessed by you, and the true reforma

tion without brought forth through you (thus acting), and

no separation or rent from you heard of by them that fear

the Lord.

But till then, the principle of God, the life of God in the

heart, the pure wisdom which is from above, cannot own

that which is from below, in its fall, in its separation from

the true; but must remain distinct from it, and a faithful

witness against it. And I say again and again, in the love

and fear of God unto you, take heed how ye persecute this

in any, or any because of this: for it \\\\l lie more heavy

upon you in the day of God's pleading with .you, and exe

cuting his righteous judgments, than all your other sins.

If ye have ears to hear, oh ! hear, and cast up your accounts,

making your peace with God before his wrath break forth

against you like a flood, which none can stop.

Feel my love, and the meltings of my spirit for you be

fore the Lord; and be not hardened against the truth, lest

ye remember my words, and the warnings of many of the

precious servants of the Lord, to the increase of your grief,

and not to your benefit, in the day of your calamity.

BY ISAAC PENIJCGTOS.

AVritten in Aylesbury prison,

1Gth of 5th month, Nif.O.



CONCERNING

THE CHURCH:

OR OF

THE CHURCH STATE

UNDER

THE GOSPEL.

WIIEREHY IT MAY APPEAR

AVhat a miserable APOSTASY from the TRUTII hath overspread and covered

the Earth for many Ages and Generationp, and how gross and thick the

Darkness yet lies upon it; though the Light of GOD, in his tenderMercy,

hath broke forth and shined upon the People of his gathering, and

through them hath also visited the World.

The Guidauce of this in my heart was particularly and chiefly towards the

Papists; but 1 afterwards had a true sense that it also extended to the

state of such Protestants as had not waited on the Lord, for him, in his

wisdom and power, to rear up his own building, but had ventured t"

build of themselves, and so hud reared up Churches in the same spirit ..'.

error, darkness, and apostasy, which they seemed to depart from: again.-!

all which the Lord will fight, and all which he will break down, in the

day of the revelation of the glorious Light and Power of his Truth, which

will overcome, subdue, and reign over the earth ; not after the manm-i

of men, but in the heavenly dominion of his life.

Written in AYI.ESBURY Prison, about the middle of Sixth month, 1B6«.

15 Y ISAAC PENINGTON.

WHEREUXTO ARE ANNEXED SOME OBSERVATIONS UPON THE ETERNAL JUDG

MENT, AS IT IS EXPRESSED BY CHRIST, MAT. XXV. 31. TO

THE END OF THE CHAPTER.
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P R E F A C E.

BECAVSE the corruption of the Christian doctrine and wor

ship hath been great (yea, indeed very great) since the days

of the apostles; and the judgments also arc to be very great,

because of this corruption; even dreadful woes, plagues,

cups of wrath, and thunders unutterable, as is expressed in

the book of the Revelations; therefore, that men may avoid

the terrible wrath of (iod, which is breaking and to break

forth, by discerning and forsaking that which his wrath is

against,—therefore, I say, in tender bowels was it in my

heart to discover somewhat of that which the Lord hath

made manifest to me (among many others) concerning the

creeping in of this corrupt state, and its getting up after

the days of the apostles, with its continuance to this day;

that men and churches may consider their state, see their

nakedness, and look after the pure garment; that they may

lie clothed with the Spirit of the Lord, and found in the

righteousness thereof, that so they may stand boldly before

him, when the transgressors and hypocrites (of all sorts)

shall have their fig-leaf coverings ripped off, and lie open

to the strokes of his indignation. And this I say to all :

take heed of two things in this day of the Lord's love and

vengeance; take heed of retaining or setting up any thing

which the Lord is coming forth against ; and take heed of

slighting or appearing against that which the Lord is pre

paring to set up. The appearance of his Spirit, the shining

of his day, is precious, even in the meanest glimmerings of

it. Oh! who shall be guiltless before him, who defendeth

or setteth up any thing of man's will or wisdom (his sun,

moon, and stars, in all their glory, being to fall and lose their

shining), or who debaseth the lowest appearance of his seed!

And if the Jews suffered so deeply for refusing and despis
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ing Christ's appearance in the flesh, what will light on those

who refuse and despise his appearanee in Spirit? I know

this, that Christians now overlook and slight this, as the

Jews did that, and by the same snare, even by a prejudice

they have drunk in, that this is contrary to the Scriptures,

as the Jews then did conclude, that that coming of Christ

then was not agreeable to, but different from, what the

Scriptures had said concerning his coming. Unt what said

Christ then? "Wisdom is justified of her children." They

who then were of the spirit, and in the spirit, knew the

voice of the bridegroom then. And such also know it now,

and rejoice in it; though the wise in another wisdom (ac

cording to the Scriptures as they think) refuse and disdain

it; and not knowing the righteousness of Christ in spirit,

set up a righteousness of their own in the flesh: for their

believing (and applying to themselves the righteousness of

Christ) out of the true limits of life, according to their own

apprehension of things, is no other. And this must fall.

Man's knowledge of scriptures, the faith of man, through

his own apprehensions, must fall, and man appear naked

underneath, that the glorious righteousness of Christ in

Spirit, and the precious covering thereof, may be magnified

over all. And in this light of life, and newness of nature

in Christ, runs the blood which cleanseth, and not else

where. It runs not -according to men's notions, but in its

own life, virtue, and power in the heart; where (where it is

Hvingly felt) the iniquity is washed away, the sin is gone,

the everlasting righteousness appears ; yea, the water springs,

which washeth and keepeth clean continually. Away with

your notions, and empty husks, 0 several sorts of profes

sors! come to the thing itself, or rather wait on the Lord to

be led to it, that ye may feel the seed, the pure seed, the

living seed, the Holy One of God, and may know its plant

ing and growth in you, and your unclothing and emptying

of all else, that ye may be clothed upon, and filled with it.

And in the sense of it, and unity with it, ye will own and

love what comea from it, and rejoice in all the springings

of its light, either within or without.
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OF THE CHURCH STATE UNDER THE GOSPEL

THE Jews' church white under the law was precious; who,

walking- with God according to the covenant of the law,

were an holy people, nigh and dear unto God above all

ether people. But they provoked him no continually and

grievously, that instead of blessings, they drew plagues up

on themselves, and were, at last, by his righteous judg

ments, made desolate, and cut off from being any longer his

select nation and people.

• The church state of the Christians under the gospel is

much more precious und glorious, they being gathered into

the sul istancc of that, whereof the Jews' state had but the

shadow. The presence of God, the manifestation of his life

and power is more inward and bright among them; theiv

union with him more close, their comnuuiiou ami joy more

full, he tabernacling among them, dwelling and walking

with them, and advancing them into the state of sons and

daughters; whereas the law state was but a state of servi

tude. And their standing also is more firm; the covenant

wherein they stand being more able to hold them together

with God than the other was. The standing of the other

was by the works of the law, which they were to observe

und live. The standing of these is in the faith, which is

from the power, which worketh their works in them and

for them.

Yet, as they are gathered in the faith, so their standing-

is in the faith, and out of it they cannot be preserved. Ho

that (before they are established) there is a possibility of

their fall from the faith, wherein their standing is, and from

Vol. II.— 40
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the power which preserveth. And if they so fall, they are

liable to be cut off, as the Jews were, as their apostle tell*

them. Rom. xi. 20, 21, 22. In the fear, in the humility be

fore the Lord, in keeping to the faith, their safety is; but if

they become high-minded, because of their state and church

privileges; if they think their standing so sure, as that they

urc out of the danger of falling, then they are out of the fear,

out of the humility, out of the faith which preserves; and

being out of the preservation, must needs fall, and so con

tinuing, must needs be cut off.

Now the same apostle doth not only warn them to take

hoed of falling from the faith, but afterwards expressly fore-

tolls of a falling away, even that there must come such a

thing amongst them also; yea, and of such a falling away

from the truth and power of life, as should give antichrist ad

vantage to get into God's temple, and sit there as God, tak

ing upon him the power and authority, as if he had the true

power and authority of God. 2 Thess. ii. 3, 4. And what

doth he then? Both he not corrupt all, even as God'.4

power and presence purifies and preserves all? And as he

Aliows himself as God, so doth he not also show forth his

church as God's church? Yea, it goes on in the world as

God's. All that drink of his spouse's cup take it to be so;

who are very many and great ones, even kings and inhabit

ants of the earth, peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues,

Rev. xvii. 2. 15. and chap, xviii. 3. and none are able to dis-

•:eru that it is not so, but those that are anointed with the

true eye-salve, which giveth to see through his deceits. 1

John ii. 20. For he cometh "with all deceivableuess of

unrighteousness;" 1 Thess. ii. 9, 10. he maketh the church

(after he hath got possession of it, and made it his, sitting

us God in it) appear as like the true church as possibly he

can, that he may hold up his mystery of deceit in the world,

which if once discerned, would soon fall, and come to noth

ing. 2 Thess. ii. 7. Rev. xvii. 5.

To open these things a little more fully and further from

the Scriptures, that they who yet cannot read otherwise may

read them there, and come in some measure to the acknowl
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edgment of the truth, and wait for the power from on high,

from whence is the true fhith (wherein is the true church

and its standing), for want of which the world is become a

wilderness; full indeed of profession, but very empty of

the nature and life of Christianity.

Christ tells his disciples, that false christs and false proph

ets should come, and deceive many ; yea, that they should

prevail so far as, if it were possible, to deceive the very

elect. Matt. vii. 15. and chap. xxiv. 11. 24. The Lord God

hath sent forth his truth, and now after it he sufters to g< >

forth a power of deceit, a mighty power, even having all

manner of deccivablencss of unrighteousness in it. 2 Thess.

ii. 9, 10, 11. And it works according to its power, it gnth-

%-rs all its own everywhere. Not one, but he that is of the

elect seed, can stand before it. Now the reason why God

suffered this to go forth, was in judgment. Men had dal

lied with the truth, taken up a form of godliness, and

rejected the power; therefore God withdraws from tin.

form, and sufters the unclean spirit to enter it, and the un-

circumcised nature of man to shelter itself there. It arose

also from the devil's subtlety, who, finding himself dispos

sessing of his kingdom, played this master-piece, both to

save what he could at present, and to recover the rest again

in process of time. He (in his apostles and ministers)

tfckes upon him the profession of Christianity, sending

them forth as the ministers of righteousness; 2 Cor. xi. 13.

15. but for all that, they were still of the worldly nature,

of the worldly root, spirit, and principle ; and so by them

he brings forth Christianity (or the profession and observa

tion of the Christian religion) in such away as would pleaso

the worldly mind and nature; and bringing it forth so, he

gathers to him all that were not gathered and preserved by

the power, and so becomes the greater body and church in

view, and the rest (as to the outwardness of their church

state) arc fain to give way, and retire into the power, out of

their former place and station in the world, liev. xii.

Now as Christ had said that false christs and false proph

ets should come; so John said they were come; 1 John ii.
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18. and also showed from whence they came, "They went

out from us." ver. 10. They were such as came into the

form among us, but were not begotten of the life, nor sub

ject to the power with us. And there were many of them,

chap. iv. 1. and such they were as had a great power of de

ceit, and came therewith to seduce them. 1 John ii. 2(i.

Therefore he bids them, in the unction which they had re

ceived, ver. 27. which scarcheth and discerueth all, "try

the spirits." If their spirit (or the spirit that is in them)

confess Christ (who is the power of the endless .life, the sum,

substance, and end of all that which shadowed forth life),

they are of God. chap. iv. 2. But if their spirit confess not

Christ come in the flesh, though they may seem ever so

much to preach him, they are not of God. ver. 3. Now*

whose spirit confesseth Christ? Surely hia only that is

subject to him. He that preacheth Christ in words, and

denicth him in works, whose works arc not wrought in

Christ, nor brought forth by Christ, his confession is but

outward, but formal ; it is no true confession. It is but

the confession of his mouth, not of his spirit; and he is, in

the sight of God, not a confessor, but a denier, of him : and

whoso is enabled by God to try spirits, and waiteth in his

light and anointing to try such, findeth him to be so, and

notwithstanding all his fair words and speeches of Christ,

and his pretending to be his minister. Rev. ii. 2. For melt

with fine words, and fair speeches may deceive the hearts

of the simple; but they cannot deceive those to whom God

giveth ability to try spirits. Could the devil deceive Christ,

when he said "Thou art the sou of God"? No; Christ

knew his spirit to he against him, notwithstanding those

words. And can the ministers of antichrist deceive the

elect of God, when they preach up Christ, in words, to be

the Saviour and Redeemer, and yet own net that life and

power which saves, but persecute it wherever they find it''

No; the same Spirit of Christ in them discerneth quite

through their words to their spirit. "My sheep," suith

Christ, "hear my voice." John x. 27. Man may be deceived,

and caught in the snare; but the elect, the sheep, know the
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voice of the Shepherd from the voice of the stranger. If

tiic stranger say, Christ ia the Son of God; though he he*

lievee, and owns the thing, yet they receive it not from his

mouth. "Well; whence are these false prophets and false

christs? "They are of the world." That is their root.

Thence they come. They are of the worldly spirit, the

worldly wisdom, the worldly nature, only clothed outwardly

with a profession and show of the doctrine and practices of

Christ and his apostles. And what do they do? "They

preach worldly thing!«." They suit their doctrine to the

worldly nature, principle, and spirit. And what is their

success? "The world heareth them." 1 John iv. 5. The

earthly wisdom^in man falls in with them, judges them to

be right, owns them, sets up their way of Christianity and

worship in the world ; and thus the world become Chris

tians. Those which came in the name of Christ, the world

could not receive. ("He that knoweth God heareth us;"

not the world. 1. John iv. 6.) There were but a few, in

comparison, gathered here and there then; a few in one

place, a few in another. The doctrine that comes forth in

the power scatters the worldly part. Man's wisdom, man's

nature, cannot receive it, in the love and life of it. But

when these false christs and false prophets come, the world

can turn Christians; then a whole city, or a whole nation,

can presently become a church. Why so? These come in

that which the world can receive, which their wisdom can

answer, fall in with, and subject to. These can bring forth

a cross, which the world can like, fall down, and worship;

but the cross of Christ they cannot; for that crucifies and

slays the worldly nature, wherever it is felt, taken up, and

subjected to. The way of life is strait and narrow, and few

there be that can walk therein ; but a broader way more

may walk in. The true church is not easily found or en

tered into; but the false is wider and far larger; yea, desir

able to the flesh. The true church is circumspect, will

admit none but in the way of God's wisdom and power;

but the false church prostitutes and thrusts herself upon all.

She meets men in the streets, and forceth them into her

40*
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bed; whereas the voice of the true church is, wait for the

preparation, for the being changed by that which giveth

entrance into the truth; for the builder of the church is

God, Hob. iii. 4. (he builds this house by Christ, ver. 6. as

by Moses he built the house under the law) and he is the

ladder to the building. Acts ii. 47.

So Paul also, writing to Timothy, tells him of perilous

times in the last days. 2 Tim. iii. 1. For when the last

days come, and the antichrists and false prophets appear,

then men are in great danger of being deceived, and of

making shipwreck of faith and a good conscience. Then

he that is not in the truth, but only in the form and out

ward appearance, will be swallowed up bj- the deceit, and

take up his dwelling in the form without the power; for so

sa-ith the apostle concerning them, ver. 5. they have a form

of godliness, but deny the power of it. And all manner of

wickedness will shelter itself under this form; &lf-locc, cor-

etotisncss, boasfings, pride, blasphemy, disobedience to parents,

unthanlifiilness, unhnliness, .(jr., ver. '2, 3, 4. and indeed what

not? For what is so evil, which cannot shelter itself under

that form of rcligion and profession, where there is not tla-

true power and life of religion to resist and subdue it?

Now mark; "When these antichrists and false prophets

had got up into a body and strength, gaining authority and

credit in the world, what did they then do, but endeavor

wholly to crush and suppress the truth, with those that

abode still in it? Then the dragon, with his angels, fight-

oth with Michael and his angels. They had still been fight

ing with the apostles and ministers of Christ, endeavoring

to disparage them, and eat out their esteem in the churches,

as %2 Cor. xi. but they could not prevail; Satan, in all his

enterprises, fell down, like lightening, before the glory and

power of Christ in his apostles and ministers. But when

the apostasy increased, and the churches provoked their

preserver, growing cold in love, and faint in faith (being

lifted up with their gifts, thinking highly of themselves,

and their standing to be firm), and many received not the

love of the truth, but only u profession of it for by-ends, &c.,
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then the Lord begun to threaten some with the removal of

rheir enndlestiek, and did afterward* proceed in jndgment,

even to let the false prophets and antichrist prevail, and

strong delusions enter, that they who had dallied with the

truth, might he frustrated of the salvation thev expected by

it, meeting with a lie (which destroyeth) in the stead of it.

'1 Thess. ii. 10, 11, 12. And so God, who before built up,

in his jealousy and indignation afterwards- threw down men

abiding not in the faith, nor in the power, but in the form

and outward profession, which (separated from the power)

the Lord abhorreth. What he lovet-., he secures for himself

(bis holy temple, bis holy altar, his spiritual worshippers);

and what he regarded not (which was the form and outward

.ordinances, now polluted) be gave to the heathenishly-pro-

fcssing spirit; and there they worship, and magnify their

own state, prizing it by its outward glory and appearance,

and not by a right sense and knowledge of it in the truth.

IJcad these things outwardly, in the letter (or rather wait

upon God that ye may read them, who caused them to be

written to that end, to bo read and understood), Rev. xii.

and chap. xi. 1, 2. where the battle of the dragon is related,

und God's taking down his building, and disposing of it

jti-cording to bis pleasure.

Again mark; Antichrist gets into the temple (upon the

fulling away), sits there as God, ruling, giving laws, and

exacting obedience in the name of God: but when was this

to be? In the last times, 1 Tim. iv. 1. (which would be

very perilous, through the power of wickedness and deceit,

then getting up). When did those times begin? They be

gan in the apostles' days. The mystery of iniquity was then

at work. 2 Thess. ii. 7. Yea, saith John, "it is the last

time:" by the coming of the antichrists and deceivers we

know it to be BO. 1 John ii. 18. Christ said, they should

come; Joint aaid, they arc come; Panl saw them then at

work in the mysterious power of darkness. But they could

not carry their work through, the Spirit and power of Christ

in his apostles stood so much in the way; but after they

were removed out of the way, antichrist got up his mystery
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of deceit apace. Well, how long doth be reign? Even till

the very coming of Christ in his Spirit and power; yea,

there is some remainder of him till the very brightness of

his coming. 2. Thess. ii. 8. This mystery of iniquity hath

power and authority over all the wisdom of man ; but the

appearance of Christ, in the spirits of his people, hath power

over it, and tormenteth it, by opening its nakedness, ami

causing its darkness to appear; and the brightness of his

coming shall quite dissolve and scatter it. For it is but a

mist of darkness, it hath no being iu the truth, nor can it

stand before the truth. So Babylon is found standing at

the very lasf ; just before the breaking forth and coming

down of the New Jerusalem, and the marriage of the Lamb

with his bride. Rev. xix. G, 7. "What is Babylon? A mys

tery of iniquity, in a form of godliness. A profession, :i

people, a religion, that seem to set up Christ; but set up

another nature, spirit, and power in his stead. A church

that is not of God, not i'onned in his divine wisdom, not

brought forth in his light and power, and in the season of

his will ; but of man, and by man, that can go no further in re

ligion than the number of a man. Zion, under the gospel,

is not literal, but mystical; and so is Babylon also, who is

the mother of fornications, who teacheth her daughters to

adulterate from the life and from the power, who never

knew the marriage of the Lamb in his Spirit, nor his pure

bed of life, but enter into the chambers and bed of a strange

spirit. •

Quest. But what is the state of the church all this while,

from this hour of corruption, till the coming of Christ in his

Spirit and power?

Ana. A state of desolation, a state of widowhood, a wil

derness state; where her living body is not discerned by the

vulturous eye; but her children, whenever they appear wit

nessing for her, are persecuted, hunted, afflicted, and some

times slain. This bloody church, which comes from the red

dragon, and rules in his spirit and nature, drinks the blood

of the lambs and martyrs of JESUS, who, in their several

ages, arc his faithful witnesses, and love not their lives unto
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the death. And here the truth, and that which hath ap

peared of the true church in the world, for ages and genera

tions (over eince this night of the dragon's and antichrist's

darkness, and his sitting in the tempft under an appearance

of light), hath only been to he found, even among the per

secuted ones, who have Iteen dear to God; of whom the

professing world hath not heen worthy, no, not at all, of

that heavenly life, spirit, and power, which dwelt in them,

and through which they have been able to testify for the

truth, and hear up their heads against the malice and perse

cutions of their enendes. Rev, xii. 11, 17, &e., and chap. xit

3, 7. chap. xiii. 15, Iti, 17. chap. xiv. 12. chap. xvii. 6.

Xow, for a close: There are a few questions in my heart,

briefly to propound and answer, which it may please God

TO reach forth to his witness in such, who, in distrust of

themselves and their own wisdom, shall wait upon him for

understanding. The questions are these. First, What a true

church is? Secondly, How a true church may be known?

Thirdly, How' a true church may continue so ? Fourthly,

How a church may lose its state and being? Fifthly, "When

u church hath lost its state and being?

Quest. 1. What is a true church?

Ans. A true church is a truly spiritual body, gathered

out of the world, or worldly nature and spirit, into God's

{Spirit and nature, there to live and walk with him, and wor

ship him in spirit and truth, and for him to tabernacle m

and walk among, and fill with his glorious presence ami

powerful lite. Eph. ii. 21, 22. 1 Pet. ii. 5. John iv. 23. 2

Cor. vi. 16. It is not the profession of the truth makes a true

believer; ivor is it a company of professors makes a true

church; but their proceeding from, and union with, the

truth itself; and their abiding in the life and power of that

which they profess. Eph. iv. 10.

Quest. "2. Uow may a true church be known ?

Aus. There must be somewhat in man to know them,

and somewhat in them to be known by. That in man

which knows them, must be somewhat of God in him; for

that which is of man cannot measure or jndge of the things
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of God. As the worldly wisdom and spirit could not know-

Christ formerly ; so neither now can it know his church.

Many may appear to be churches of Christ, and yet not be

so; and that which isteo, may not appear so. In this case,

who shall distinguish? Not he that judgeth according to

the appearance, but he that judgeth the righteous judgment.

Therefore it is not for every man to take upon him to judge

which is the true church ; but first to wait upon God to be

led into that, and in some measure born of that, which giv-

eth ability to judge. "Wisdom is justified of her chil

dren;" bat of others she is condemned for foolishness, and

the foolishness justified in her stead.

And there is also somewhat for the church to be known

by, which is that which distinguisheth her from all other

assemblies and gatherings; which is the nature, life, ami

presence of the head with her and in her. This none hath,

but the true church, the gathered body, the separate bodv

of the Lamb, which is of his flesh, and of his bones. Eph.

v. 29, 30. Her husband is with her, his life is in her: for

she is a living body, or gathering of living stones. So that

find the true life of the Lamb anywhere, there is somewhat

of his church; find a gathering in his life, name, and power,

there is his church, and he also. "For where two or three

are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst

of them." Matt, xviii. 20.

Quest. 3. How may a true church continue so?

Ans. By abiding in the Spirit, life, and power, that gath

ered and built them up into a church. This first gave

them their being; and this still preserves them in their be

ing, if they abide till they be perfected and established;

but falling or being cut oti' from this, they wither, die, and

come to nothing. Even as a disciple, departing out of the

vine, making shipwreck of the faith, loseth that which

made him a disciple or Christian; John xv. 6. so a church,

departing from the Spirit and life of what they profess, lan

guish by degrees, even till their life be wholly extinct, and

they wholly lose that state and being which they had by

their gathering. Thus the churches in Asia, beginning to
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corrupt, grew formal, lukewarm, dead, &c., were wanied to

repent and strengthen that which remained, lest they were

spewed out, the candlestick removed, &c. Rev. second and

third chapters.

Quest. 4. How may a church lose its state and being?

Ans. Several ways; as first, By departing from the truth

and simplicity of the gospel ; letting in doctrines, princi

ples, observations, customs, and practices, which are not of

the pure Spirit, nor in the unity of it; but from the corrupt

spirit, and which corrupt the minds of them that arc entan

gled in them. Corrupt doctrines, corrupt principles, cor

rupt practices, £c., they all have of the nature and poison

of death in them; and as they prevail, they bring death

upon, and engage God against, that person or church

where they get dominion. See what danger one corrupt

doctrine of the Nicolaitans brought the Church of Ferga-

mos into, even of God's coming forth with his sword and

fighting against her. Rev. ii. 16. And if God, who is the

defender of his church, himself fight against her, how shall

•she stand?

2. By negligence and sluggishness in the truth; by this

means also life may languish and extinguish by degrees,

even till death come wholly over and swallow it up. Rev.

iii. 1, 2, 3. If the first love do but abate and wax cold, in-

icmity will be abounding, Matt. xxiv. 12. and the church

will be in danger of losing its candlestick. Rev. ii. 4, 5.

3. By God's withdrawing his presence and power, for

these or such causes abovesaid, which nourisheth and pre-

serveth. For the life of the church, as well as of a disciple,

is fed and nourished from the fountain or vine; and if it

miss of the nourishment, its life cannot long continue. The

Jews may keep up their sacrifices, and reading of the law ;

but yet they are a dead people to God, after their cutting

off from the olive-tree. And the Gentiles may worship in the

outward court, and keep up the outward ordinances, after

God's rejecting and cutting them off also, and be as dead

to God therein, as the Jews in theirs. Rev. xi. 1, 2. and

Rom. xi. 21, 22.
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4. By their listening and yielding to the power of the en

emy, who qnickly deceiveth (with his lies, instead of the

truth), destroyeth, and hiyeth waste such buiklings, where

God in his just judgment Ictteth him forth upon them.

For the gates of hell will prevail against that building, which

the arm of Christ is not stretehed forth (or ceaseth) to de

fend. And as the defence of every particular building upon

the rock, is in its abiding there, and subjecting to the head :

so the defence of larger gatherings or churches, is no other-

wjse. As their union and gathering is, so is their standing:

to wit, in believing and giving up to their leader; hearken

ing to his voice, and obeying him only. But if they hearken

to a stranger, if they hear another voice than his, if thcv

follow another spirit, letting in his lies and deceit, they can

not keep their standing in the truth; but in «o doing depart

from it, and lose the promise and protection of it. For as

before, by God's gathering them from the spirit of darkness,

they became his, and met with his power, presence, and

blessing; so afterwards being again, by any subtlety of de

ceit, gathered from the truth itself, into some likeness and

appearance of it, which the enemy hath formed, they be

come the enemy's synagogue, not God's church; into which

he entereth again, and dwelleth there, in that likeness ami

appearance. And this house, which was once cleansed,

swept, and garnished by God, being again recovered and

repossessed by the enemy, becomes worse, and more filthy in

the nature of wickedness, than it was before. What is more

pure, glorious, and excellent, than a true church of God,

which is sanctified In' his Spirit, and holds forth the virtues

and pure nature of his life in the world? What is more

filthy and abominable, and where doth Satan more strongly

dwell and act, than in that which pretends to be a church,

and is not? The promises of God are only to the seed ab

solutely; but not so to any man, or society of men, but as,

in the tender mercy of the Lord, they -a re gathered into, and

preserved in, the seed, in the way that the Lord hath chosen

and appointed. For the way of life is glorious and perfect,

and the Lord will honor it; so that those that expect to



ISAAC PEN! NO TON. 481

reap salvation from him, must walk and abide with him

therein; for besides him there is no Saviour; and besides

hi.-s way, there is no way of salvation, cither for any man or

church.

Quest. 5. When hath a church lost its state and being?

Ans. When its nature is changed; when it is overcome

by, and gathered into, another power and spirit, than it

wits first gathered into by the Lord; when its standing is

not in the Spirit, nor after the Spirit, but in the flesh, and

after the flesh; when its ways are carnal, its weapons car

nal; when its hedge or wall is broken down, and the spirit

of the world not kept out, but entered into it, and become

one with it. Then it is no longer of God, and separate

from the world; but one in nature, state, and being with

the world. Rev. ii. 9.

These things are written in the love and good-will of

(.rod, that men may sec that spirit, which hath bewitehed

and entangled them from him, with the ways and false

appearances wherein it hath entangled them; and may

wait on the Lord (in truth of heart) for his light, guidance,

and power to deliver them; that so they may come into his

holy land, and within the limits of his holy city, out of all

polluted lands and buildings, where his holy nature dwelleth

not, and the pure dominion of his holy life and power is

not felt ; that they may sing praise to him among his re

deemed ones, for his precious redemption ; who is breaking

the bonds of captivity, and redeeming his out of all the

lands and countries, wherein they have been scattered in

the clondy and dark day; glory in the highest to his name

for evermore !

Vol. II.— 41
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HOME QUERIES TO THE PROFESSORS OF CHRISTIAXITY, TO PRO

VOKE THEM TO JEALOUSY FOR THEIR GOOD.

Query 1. HAVE ye cat of the bread and drank of the wine

in the Father's kingdom, which they that have received the

kingdom, and are in the kingdom, eat and drink of?

Query 2. Have ye known the heavenly Jerusalem, and

are ye come to it, as the Christiana were in the apostles'

days? Ileb. xii. 22.

Query 3. Are ye in him that is true, and your churches

and gatherings in God, and in the name of his Son? Is

your being and dwelling in the eternal life?

Query 4. Have ye received the promise of the Father,

even the excellent Spirit of the Son?

Query 5. Have ye the true faith? Do the living waters

spring out of ryour bowels, according as the Scriptures have

said? "He that believeth on me, out of his belly shall flow-

rivers of living water." John vii. 38. and chap. iv. 14.

Query 6. Doth God tabernacle in you? is his dwelling

among you? doth he walk up and down in your spirits,

and sup with you, and you with him?

Query 7. Are ye in the new covenant? taught of God,

so as you need no man to teach you? and your sins so blot

ted out, according to the covenant, as to hinder no good

things from von?
O «/

These things were spoken of in the law and prophets, to

be fulfilled, witnessed, and enjoyed under the power and

life of the gospel ; which is not a state of the names and

foretelling of things, as under the law, but of the presence

and enjoyment of the things themselves; and so far as ye

fall short of them, ye shall fall short of the state of Christi

anity.
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SOME

OBSERVATIONS

VPON THE

ETERNAL JUDGMENT,

AS IT IS EXPRESSED BY CHRIST, MATTHEW XXV. 31. TO

THE END OF THE CHAI'TElt.

Obs. 1. THE condition of Christ hero in this world, in

many of his members in their several ages and generations.

He is httni/ri/, fJ'.irsty, a stranger, naked, tick, and in prison ; yea,

indeed, what is there of misery, shame, and reproach, which

he is not exposed to; or which they are not exposed to,

who entertain him as their Lord and King, and are faithful

in their obedience and subjection to him? ver. 3"i, :i(;. 48.

Obs. 2. The notice Christ takes of what is done in this

kind, or not done in this kind, to any of his suffering mem

bers; which extends to all, even the very least. "Inso

much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, ye

have done it unto me." ver. 40. "Insomuch as ye did it not

to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.'' ver. 4~i.

Obs. 3. The honorable esteem Christ hath of his poor

puffering members, with what eye of contempt soever the

world looks upon them, yet he looks upon them as his

brethren, ver. 40.

Obs. 4. The different carnages of persons towards Christ,

in this his low condition in his members. Some gave him

meat, some gave him drink; some took him in, some

clothed him, some visited and came unto him; ver. 35, 30.

others did none of these things unto him. ver. 43.

Obs. 5.,The different judgment Christ passeth upon these,

according to their different carriages. The one he pro
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nouuccth blessed of his Father, judging them to the inherit

ance of a kingdom of eternal life. ver. 84. 46. The other

he pronounceth cursed, and adjudgeth to everlasting pun

ishment in the fire of his wrath, ver. 41.—16.

Obs. 6. The ground or reason why those, who did nor

minister to him, neglected him, which was their ignorance

of him. They saw indeed, and knew several persons to be

in such kind of conditions, but they did not know that it

was Christ which suffered in them; this is implied in their

answer to him. ver. 44. "When saw we thee ahungcred.

or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and

did not minister unto thee?" ver. 45.

Obs. 7. That it will not excuse men from the judgment,

their not knowing of Christ in his members; but if they

neglect and have not done this thing, though they may

plead ever so strongly that they did not know any such,

they will incur and must suffer the judgment. The Jews

cried up Moses and the prophets, which had been before,

and yet persecuted Christ and his apostles; and many now

cry up the prophets, and Christ's appearance in a body of

flesh, with his death, resurrection, ascension, &c., and also

the apostles, both their words and practices ; and yet perse

cute him, and the same practices, in his present servants

and members. How will these possibly escape this judg

ment '(

Obj. Bu£ they that did minister unto him, they knew not

that it was he either, as ver. 37, 38, 3!<. Therefore they do

ing of it ignorantly (as we may say), it scemeth to want its

due weight, and not to render them so worthy of the re

ward, as if they had done it in a clear and distinct under

standing.

Ans. They did not know it so as to put so great a value

upon it as Christ here doth; but they knew that they had

done things of this kind, and that they had done them on

Christ's account. But that Christ was so in those to whom

they did them, as he now speaks ; and that he would set so

high au esteem on it, that they were not aware of; Was it

thou thyself that wast naked, sick, in prison, &c., and didst
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take all this as done to thee? This is wonderful to us, that

thou shouldst so set by what we poor worms did to thy suf

fering saints, in thy name and fear.

Quest. But why doth Christ make this the ground of the

general and universal judgment? Men have committed

many other sins (some of which arc in appearance for

greater): why doth Christ mention none of them, but fix

the .judgment only upon this?

Ans. Surely because this is more in his eye, and more

hateful to him than them all. This argues an evil nature

and spirit, and the joining of the mind to the wicked one.

more than them all. For it plainly shows, that there is

none of the love and nature of Christ in such persons; for

if there be of the love and nature of Christ in any person.

it will incline his heart towards those which are Christ's,

und especially in their suffering conditions. He therefore

that hath no .sense of those that belong to Christ, in their

suffering conditions, showeth plainly, that he hath none of

Christ's nature in him, and so is not at all found in that

which Christ comes to save, but in that which he comes to

judge and destroy for ever.

Now I have three questions more to propose, which I de

sire that all men that read may judge of in that which giv-

eth the true sense and judgment of their weight.

1. If this be the cause and ground of the eternal judg

ment, whether it may not also be the ground of temporal

judgments on persons and nations; to wit, if there be such

a thing to be found in them, as neglecting to minister to

Christ Lu his suffering members?

2. If there be not only this to be found, hnt also a causing

of him in his members thus to suffer (a causing of their hun

ger, thirst, nakedness, sickness, imprisonment, &c.), whether

this is not of very great force to draw down plagues, judg

ments, and miseries upon a nation 'i

:i. It' there have been such sins committed, Oiod's anger

provoked, and his judgments drawn down, whether it be

possible to stop them, or there can be any reasonable hope

ut' the diverting of them, without it deep humbling before

41*
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God, confessing the thing in the sight of the- world (as it

hath been done in the sight of the world), and laying such

a foundation for the future, as the Lord and men may be

.-atisfied and assured that no sueh thing shall he done any

more? Was it not a shameful thing, that Jerusalem, the

outward holy city (and chief, if not only professing people

of the world), should stone, cast out, persecute, put to death.

•xe. the prophets antl Christ of God, and set up priests and

prophets of their own? And where, and hy whom, are the

witnesses and martyrs hunted and slain? Is it not still in

that which is, called the Chrisfian n'orhl ,' Do not they strive

(each sort) for their forms, persecuting the life and power,

and those which follow the Lamb therein, out of their forms,

from which his life and spirit calleth and gathercth? Oh

that the world were awakened! Oh that this nation wero

awakened! Have there not been judgments enough to

awaken it? Oh, do not dally! ye have God to deal with,

who hath brought his truth and people upon the stage:

who is arisen against the darkness (which hath long pos

sessed the hearts of men, and held his people in captivitv

under their corrupt wills and wisdom), and to bind down

sin and iniquity in men. Oh! do not say, '-Let us break

their bonds in sunder, and cast away their cords from us; ''

but rather let every one be willing to be found by the pmv

light of God, by that which is holy of God in him (from tic

king that sits upon the throne, even to the very beggar on

the dunghill); that iniquity may be purged out of the hearts

of men, and they become, not a vainly professing nation,

but indeed a holy nation to the Lord; that peace and right

eousness, love and mercy, yea, sweet and tender bowels

may dwell within it. and flow up and down in all its bor

ders: to the glory of God's truth, which is able to work this

(were it but let in, received, and subjected to in the minds

of men), and to the delight and joy of the hearts of all in

the nation.

ISAAC PEXINGTOX.

AVrittcn in Aylfsbur}- prison. tlx. 2W.h

of thi- Kighth month, IGGU.
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CONCERNING

*

THE SUM OR SUBSTANCE OF OUR RELIGION,

WHO ARE CALLED QUAKERS,

AND THE EXERCISKS AND TRAVAILS OF OUR SPIRITS THEREIN.

THIS is the sum or substance of our religion ; to wit, to

feel and discern the two seeds: the seed of enmity, the seed

of love; the seed of the flesh, the seed of the Spirit: the

seed of Hagar, the seed of Sarah; the seed of the Egyptian

womb, the holy seed of Israel; and to feel the jndgments

of God administered to the one of these, till it he hronght

into bondage and death ; and the other raised up in the love

and mercy of the Lord to live in ns, and our souls gathered

into it, to live to God in it.

Now when the light of God's holy Spirit hreaketh in upon

man, and his quickening virtue is felt; then life enters into

that which was slain, and there is a desire begotten in the

heart to travel out of the Egyptian state, into the good

land: that the soul, which came from God, might return

back again to him, out of the sinful, wandering, miserable,

lost estate, and might live and walk with him, in the purity,

virtue, and power of his own life and spirit.

But then the other birth strives for its life, and Pharaoh,

the king of Egypt, takes part with his Egyptians against

Israel; and there is no help to the poor soul, but as God

pours out his jndgments upon that hard nature and spirit in

man, which is of the birth of the flesh, and receives the in

fluences and strength of its father, which harden it against

the true seed. And now what H condition is this poor soul

in '( The light of God's Spirit giveth it the sense of its state,

and the quickenings of life make it sensible of its bondage.

There are also some desires and longings after deliverance:
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but this doth but provoke the enemy; and the soul being

yet in his territories, and under his power, he dealeth the

more hardly with it, increasing its burdens and oppressions

daily. And oh, the outeries of the soul in this state ! how is

its spirit pained, anguished, and vexed within it; so that it

could almost many times choose rather to lie still in Egypt.

than undergo the heavy burdens, oppressions, fears, and

dangers, that it daily meets with in this state!

Yet there is a secret hope springing up in the heart from

the true seed, which often eucoorageth it to trust him, and

wait upon him who hath visited, in his pure ministration of

judgment. For thia is felt many times, as the soul is made

truly sensible by the Lord, that the judgment is not to the

seed,—not to Israel; but to Pharaoh and his Egyptians:

and by every stroke of God's wrath upon them, the seed is

eased, and its deliverance working out.

And so at last when the judgment is finished in the laud

of Egypt, the strength of Pharaoh and his Egyptians bro

ken, their first-born slain, out comes Israel, out of the dark

land, cnit of the house of bondage, to travel towards its rest

ing place. Then the paschal Lamb is known and fed on ;

yea, it is because of the blood of the Lamb, sprinkled upon

the door-posts, that Israel is passed over and saved, in tin-

day of Egypt's visitation. Oh ! who can read truly, that

hath not felt and been a living witness thereof?

But now, when the seed is come out of Egypt, there is not

the end, but rather the beginning of its travels. Pharaoh

and his Egyptians, with their horses and chariots, may pur

sue again and even overtake ; and there may seem 110 way

' of escape or help to the soul, but only to stand still, hope iu

the Lord, and wait to see his salvation. Then shall the sea

be divided, which stopped Israel's course, and Pharaoh with

his Egyptians (the enemies of the soul in this appearance of

dreadful oppressing power) be destroyed and seen no more.

Yet in the wilderness, in the passage through the entan

glements to the holy land, there are many straits, trials, and

sore enemies to be met with, who will strive by open force,

and also with enchantments, to betray Israel; yea, there is.
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a part yet unbrought down, yet uuwrought out, at which

they will be striving to enter the mind. And as Israel for

gets his God, walking out of his counsel, hearkening to that

which his ear should be shut against, and so joining to the

contrary seed; the plagues, the judgments, the indignation,

and woe will be felt by him, and many carcases may fall

there. So that there may be a great outery in the heart,

Who can stand before (his holy Lord God? Shall we be consum

ing with dying? Yes, there is somewhat must be consumed

with dying. Yea, if a man came so far as to witness do

minion and victory over his soul's enemies, the evil send.

brought into death in him, and a possession and inheritance

in the pure rest of life; yet if that part be not kept in the

death, if there be not a praying and watehing to the pre

server of Israel (in the pure fear and humility), the enemy

will be sowing to the flesh again ; he will be getting some

of his corrupt seeds into the heart again (if the soul do but

sleep and become negligent), and so corruption will take

root again, and the contrary birth grow up again, and the

foxes break into the vineyard, and spoil the tender grapes.

80 that this is our religion, to witness the two seeds, with

the power of the Lord bringing down the one, and bring

ing up the other; and then to witness and experience daily

the same power, keeping the one in death, and the other in

life, by the holy ministration of God's pure living covenant.

And so to know God in this covenant, (in this covenant

which lives, gives life, and keeps in life) and to walk with.

God, and worship and serve him therein, even in his Son,

in the light of his Son, in the life of his Son, in the virtue

and anility which flows from his Son, into our spirits; this

is our religion, which the Lord our God, in his tender mercy,

hath bestowed upon us. And indeed we find this to be a

pure, living, and undefiled religion before God, daily wit

nessing his acceptance of it in and through his Son, whose

name is here known and confessed, worshipped and hon

ored, according to the very heart of the Father.

This may be further illustrated, and perhaps made more

manifest to some, by a scripture or two.
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"The flesh lusteth agamst the spirit, jyid the spirit

against the flesh; and these are contrary one to the other,"

saith the apostle. Gal. v. 17.

Here are the two seeds (the seed of the serpent, the seed

of the woman) whose striving and flight is in man, when

God awakens the soul; the one whereof hat! i a nature, a de

sire, or lust contrary to the other. 2^ow as the one of these

prevails in any heart, so the other goes down. As the one

gains lite and power, so the other is brought into death and

captivity. So that this is it every one is to wait for, after

they once come to the sensible knowledge and experience

of these two, to feel the flesh brought down, the lusts of it

denied, the judgments of the Lord administered to it; that

so the other may come up to live, thrive, and prevail in the

soul, and sO the soul witness salvation and redemption un

der its shadow. "Thus Zion is redeemed with judgment,

and her converts wi th righteousness." Isaiah i. 27. What

is Zion? Is it not the holy hill of God, whereon his Son is

set King to reign ? whereon the holy city is to be built, and

God to be worshipped in spirit? "What condition is Zion

in, when God visits her to redeem her? Is she not laid

waste, desolate, lying in the dust? as Ps. cii. 18, 14. "Well,

how will God redeem her? "Zion shall he redeemed With

judgment, and her converts with righteousness." Hy bring

ing judgment upon that which keeps her under, upon her

enemies, the contrary seed, God redeems her; and by bring

ing forth righteousness (the righteous life and Spirit of his

own Son) in those whose minds arc turned to her, whose

faces are set Zion-wnrd; thus God redeems her converts.

Yes, yes; it is truly felt and witnessed; the living right

eousness of Christ revealed in the heart, and having power

there, sets free from all the unrighteousness which was

there before. And then, when the unrighteous one is cast

out, aud the righteous one revealed, and the soul united to

him, and receives virtue and power from him, then he be

comes a servant of righteousness, and doth not commit sin,

but doth righteousness; "and he that doth righteousness is

righteous, even as he is righteous." 1 John iii. 7. For how
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cau it be otherwise, when the righteous life is revealed and

brought up into dominion in him? How can the same

righteous Spirit and life (revealed in the members, as it was

in the head) but live and act after the same manner in the

members as it did in the head? (Oh that men were turned

to that which would give them the certain knowledge and

sensible experience of this !) Now this is exceeding com

fortable and precious to them that are in the true travel

towards it; much more to them that enjoy it.

This is the sum of all, even to know and experience

what is to be brought down into death, and kept in death ;

what to be brought up out of the grave, to live to God,

and reign in his dominion; and what to be kept in subjec

tion and obedience to him who is to reign. Now to expe

rience it thus done in the heart; the flesh brought down,

the seed of life raised, and the soul subject to the pure

heavenly power, whose right it is to reign in the heart in and

by the seed; this is a blessed state indeed! For here the

work is done; here the throne of God is exalted, and his

King reigns in righteousness and peace, and all his enemies

are under his feet ; and this son, this true Israelite, this re

deemed one., may wear the white robe, and serve God in

righteousness and holiness, without fear of his enemies,

(keeping in and to the covenant, which ministers life aud

power abundantly) all the days of his life. For that was to

be the outward state of the outward Israel; keeping to

God in the outward covenant; audit is to be the inward

state of the inward Israel, keeping to God in the inward

covenant, which" is a pure covenant of life and peace, of all

inward aud spiritual blessings and mercies in Christ, where

with the souls are blessed that are obedient unto God, and

walk humbly with him in this covenant. And I beseech

you to consider (O tender people! who are grieved be

cause of sin and corruption in your hearts, and would fain

witness victory and dominion over it, in the name and

strength of the Lord Jesus Christ), whom did that prophecy

of Zachariah (Luke i. 17, 72, 74, 75.) concern? What was

that holy covenant? Who were to be so redeemed? Who
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were the Israel that wero to inherit this promise? All the

promises are yea and amen in Christ to the Israel of Go•l.

'Why should not the Israel of God hope to enjoy this? Even

wi to he acquainted with God's Holy Spirit, and to wait up

on him, that they may witness it granted to them: that

they, being delivered out of the hands of their enemies,

might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness

In.-fore him (whose eyes are piercing, and can behold no in-

iiiuity) all the days of their lives. Surely they who witness

that promise (mentioned Isa. xxxv. 8.) fulfilled to them,

cannot fall short of this. And truly the children of the

now covenant can never come thoroughly to live to God

till they witness the inward circumcision of the heart, so a~

to love the Lord with all the heart and soul. Dent. xxx. ti.

Now where it is so, the devil or lust can find no-place of en

trance ; and how then shall they be able to sow their seed, and

bring forth sin? Out of the evil heart proceeds all evil; hut

out of that heart which is thoroughly circumcised, to love

the Lord God wholly, evil cannot proceed. If lust be not

conceived, it cannot bring forth sin; and where the womb

which conceived it is kept dry and barren, it cannot coii-

ceive again. And is not this the promise of 'the gospel,

that the womb which was once barren, shall he very fruit

ful, and beara bundantly ; but the other grow feeble, and

be able to bear no more ? Oh! that people had experience

of God's power, and did believe therein! What should

stand in the way of it? It was Israel's sin of old, when they

looked at their enemies, and saw their footing and strength

in the land which God had promised to Abraham's seed

for an inheritance, they eould not believe that they could be

overcome. Oh! take heed of the same unbelief now.



ISAAC PEN IN 0 TON. 49S

CONCERNING CHRIST;

COMING TO THK FATHER BY HIM, RECEIVING HIM,

WALKING IN HIM, NOT IN THE OLDNES3 OF THE LETTER, BUI I**

THB NEWNESS OF THE SPIRIT; AKD CONCERNING

READING THE SCRPTURES ARIGHT.

"I am the way, the truth, and the lifer no man cometh

unto the Father but by me," saith Christ. John xiv. 6.

MAN, in the corrupt, degenerate estate, is fallen from

God, and hath lost his image (the holy, heavenly image of

the Father of Spirits); is driven out from his presence,

dwells in the land of darkness and confusion, under the

government of the prince of the power of the air, who rule?

in, and hath power over, all the children of disobedience.

Now this should be man's work; even to return to the

Father; to come back out of the prodigal lost state, to the

Father's house; where there is sufficiency and fullness of

true bread and water of life to satisfy every hungry and

thirsty soul.

The way whereby a man must come, the truth wherein

he must be renewed, the life wherein a man must be quick

ened, is Christ, the Son of the living God; and he must

know him as the Son of the living God, and feel him re-

vealed in him, and received by him, and so walk in him the

way. in him the truth, in him the life, if ever he come to

the Father. He must not rest in the description of things;

but feel and know, receive and walk in the tiring, which by

the Spirit of the Lord hath beet? often formerly, and is still,

described, in what words, and by what means, the Spirit

pleaseth. But to receive all the descriptions of him that

were formerly given forth, or all the descriptions that are

uow given forth, that will not do; but the soul that will

Vol. II.— 42
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live by him, must receive him, and feel the ingrafting into

him the holy root, the living word of God's eternal power,

and must feel this word ingrafted into his heart, so that

there be a real becoming one in nature and spirit with him.

And then he is truly in the vine, in the olive-tree, and par

takes of the virtue and sap thereof; he abiding therein, and

walking in the spirit, life, and power thereof.

Now here a man walks not, nor cannot walk, in the old-

ness of the letter; but in the newness of the Spirit only.

Paul, notwithstanding all his knowledge of the Scriptures,

walked but in the oldness of the letter, before Christ was

revealed in him. And those in the apostles' days, who

had got the form of godliness, but turned from and denied

the power, they walked but in the oldness of the letter.

Yea, the church of Sardis, for the most part, and the church

of Laodicea, who had received the right order and ordi

nances, and the true descriptions of things, and thought

they were full and rich, and wanted nothing, they walked

but according to the olduess of the letter, and not in the

newness and power of the Spirit of life. But alas, how far

are many, who pretend to Christ in this day, from this

state ! who never came so far as to walk in the oldness of

the letter, from a true understanding thereof; but have

only learned and continued to walk in the oldness of their

own apprehensions and conceivings upon the letter.

Can these, in this state, possibly understand truth, or

know the inward, spiritual, precious appearances thereof,

either in their own hearts, or others? Surely no. Why

so? Why this is the reason: because they measure the ap

pearances of truth, either in themselves or others, by their

own old apprehensions and conceivings upon scriptures

concerning truth ; which are not the proper measure of it,

Now all such are yet in darkness, let them pretend what

they will, and grow ever so high in knowledge, exercises,

and experiences after this manner; and so the best, zeal-

ousest, and most knowing of them in this state, are but

blind leaders of the blind, and, thus going on, shall most

certainly fall into the diteh of perdition. Oh that meu
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could feel that which makes rightly sensible, and might

lay it to heart! For no man can confess Christ (how then

can he receive him, and walk in him?) but by the Holy

Spirit.

And he that knoweth not the Spirit rightly, knoweth

not Christ rightly; and he that doth not know him rightly,

doth not confess him rightly; and none can know him

rightly but by the revelation of the Father inwardly. The

mystery must be opened within, or there is no true know

ing. The mystery of deceit is discovered within, and the

mystery of life is discovered within also. And though the

heart of man, in the unregenerate estate, is deceitful above

all things, and desperately wicked, and no man of himself

can search or know it; yet this is not the estate of the true

Israelites whom God hath cleansed, and taught to deny

themselves daily; but they have boldness before that God

who hath searched them, and removed from them the in

iquities which he found therein. Yea, whoever witnesseth

Christ revealed within, shall find him revealed within for

this very end, to destroy the works of the devil there; and

he is a powerful Saviour of the soul from sin, and a power

ful destroyer of the works of the devil within.

Now concerning reading the Scriptures, mind this; It is

said of the Jews, that when they read Moses (or in reading

the Old Testament) the veil was upon their heart: which

veil is done away in Christ. 2 Cor. iii. 14, 15. Oh ! con

sider seriously, is the veil done away from thee? Dost

thou read the Scriptures with the unveiled eye? Dost

thou read in the anointing, in Christ's Spirit, in the pure

heavenly wisdom of the divine birth? It was promised of

old, that God would take away the face of the covering cast

over all people, and the veil spread over all nations. Dost

thou witness the promise fulfilled to thee? Dost thou

know the difference between reading the Scriptures with

the veil on thee, and with the veil off? Are the Scriptures

opened and unlocked to thee by the key of David, so that

thou readest and understandest them in the light and dem

onstration of God's Holy Spirit; or is thy own understand
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ing and will at work of itself, in searching into the Script

ures? If the wrong birth, the wrong wisdom, the wrong

understanding, be at work, it can gather but that which

will feed and strengthen itself; and if thou beest not in

Christ, and dost not read in Christ, the veil is not taken

away from thee, for the veil is only done away in him;, but

thou readest and walkest in the oldnesa of thy apprehen

sions upon the letter, and not in the newness of the Spirit:

and so knowest neither the Scriptures, nor the power of

<iod, whatever thou professest to men, or dreamest concern

ing thyself. For it is no other indeed; thy knowledge, thy

apprehensions, thy faith, thy hope, thy peace, thy joy (be

ing out of the compass of the pure, living truth, in which

the substance, the virtue, the kernel of all is comprised and

comprehended for ever) are but as so many dreams.

Oii that men that are any whit tender, and have any

sincere desires in them towards the Lord, could read that

one scripture (Psa. xliii. 3, 4.) sensibly and experimentally !

"Oh send out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me;

let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy taberna

cles." (What! did not .David know how to go to the hill

and tabernacles of God, without a particular sending forth

of light and truth from God to lead him thither?) Then

may men go to the altar of God, unto God their exceeding

joy, and witness his hill and house their dwelling-place,

when God, by his light and truth, sent forth from him

into them, leads them thither.

The Scriptures are words, whose chief end, drift, and

service is, to bring men to the Word from which the Script

ures came. And when men are there, then they are in the

life of the Scriptures, and witness the fulfilling of the

Scriptures, even the executing the righteous judgments of

<iod upon that spirit, mind, and nature in them, which ia

contrary to his image; and the fulfilling of the promises

and sure mercies, which belong to Christ the seed, and to

them who are gathered into, and abide in, Christ the seed.

Here is the covenant, the new covenant. That which is

said, or those things which are said, concerning the cove
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nant in the Scriptures, are but descriptions of the new

covenant; but Christ within, the hope of glory, the Spirit

within, the fear within, the power of life within, breaking

down and reigning over the power of sin and death (so that

the Lord is served in the dominion and power of his own

life, in the righteousness and holiness before him, out of the

fear of sin and death, all the days of our lives; so that cap

tivity can lead captive, nor break the soul's peace no more ;

nay, not so much as make afraid those that keep their

habitation on God's holy mountain); here is the covenant

indeed, the strength and virtue whereof is witnessed in the

soul, as the soul feels the power of life revealed in it, and

is made subject by the power of Christ, who reigns in

righteousness, love, mercy, and peace, in the hearts of

those whom he redeems out of the earthly nature and spir

it, up to the mind and Spirit of his Father. And here the

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, the pure songs (the

song of Moses, the song of the Lamb) are sung to the Father

of spirits, to the Redeemer of Israel ; which never were

sung, nor can be sung, in any part of Babylon; but all

those songs are but dreams of the night, which will be

turned into howling and bitter lamentation, when the whore

(that which hath whored from God, and is not in the wis

dom of his Spirit, whatever she may pretend) is stripped,

and the nakedness ofher profession and religion (with all her

duties and ordinances, as she calls them) made manifest.

CONCERNING THE GOSPEL MINISTRATION.

IF the gospel be not a ministration of words or letter, but

of Spirit, life, and power; and if it was the intent of God

that men should not stick in words or testimonies concern

ing the thing, but come to the thing itself, and live in the

Bon's life and power, and feel the Son living in them, then

they are greatly mistaken, who think to gather a rule to

themselves out of the testimonies and declarations of things

in the Scriptures, and do not wait upon the Lord to receive

42*
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his Spirit itself to become their rule, guide, and way. For

these are all one; the truth is the way; the truth which

Hves and abides in the heart (where it is received and enter

tained) is the way; the rule is the guide; for God is One.

There are many names, but the thing is One. The Hie, the

power, the wisdom in the Father, Son, and Spirit, iiatl One:

vea, they themselves are One, perfectly O»f, not at all di

vided or separated; hut where the Father is, the Son is;

mid where the Son is, the Spirit is; and where the Spirit i.«.

there is both the Father and the Son, who tabernacle in

man in the day of the gospel. And where these are, then

that is which is to be preferred before all words, which was

afore them, and is in nature, Spirit, and glory above them.

Ho that hath the Son, hath life, even the life eternal, which

the words testify of. He that hath the Son hath him which

is true; and he that is in the Son is in him that is true; and

abiding there, cannot be deceived; but he that is not there

is deceived, let him apprehend and gather out of the Script

ures what he can. Oh, how is God glorified, and how is

the redemption and real salvation of the soul witnessed in

this despised dispensation of truth, which God hath held

forth in those latter days! Blessed be the name of the Lord.

who hath hid this pure dispensation of life from the eye of

the prudent worldly-wise part in every man, revealing it

only to the babish simplicity which is of his Son, aud which

lives in him, and by him.

CUBIST'S BEINU MANIFBSTKD WITHOUT. AND His

BEINO ALSO MANIFESTEO WITHIN, AND HOW BOTH ARE

OWNED BY TUEM THAT KNOW THB TRUTH.

. It is objected against us, who arc called QUAKEUS, that we

deny Christ (and look not to be saved by him) as he was

manifested without us, but look only to be saved by a Christ

in us. To which thia is in my heart to answer such as singly

desire satisfaction therein.

\\re do indeed expect to be saved (yea, and not only so,

but do already, in our several measures, witness salvationt
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by the revelation and operation of the life of Christ within

us; yet not without relation to what he did without us.

For all that he did in that body of flesh was of the Father,

and had its place and service in the will, and according to

the counsel, of the Father. But the knowledge and belief

of that, since the days of the apostles, have been very much

held in the unrighteousness, and in the separation from the

inward work of the power and life of Christ in the heart;

which, as so held, cannot save any. But whoever feels the

light and life of Christ revealed in him, and comes into un

ion with God there-through, he feels the work of regenera

tion, of sanctification, ofjustification, of life, and redemption ;

and so comes to reap benefit inwardly, and to partake of the

blessed fruits of all that Christ did outwardly. Yea, he that

is thus one with Christ in the Spirit, cannot exclnde him-

nelf, nor is exclnded by God, from the advantage of any

thing, nor every thing, Christ did in that body of flesh.

This indeed is the main thing, to witness salvation

wrought out in the heart ; to witness the eternal power and

arm of the Lord laying hold on the soul to save it; and not

only laying hold on it to save it, but to witness the work

ing out and the effecting of the salvation, as really in the

subatanee, as Israel of old did in the shadow. For as they

witnessed Mosos and Joshua outwardly, so the true Israel

ite, the inward Israelite, the spiritual Israelite, is to witness

that which is the substance of these, even the Son of God

revealed inwardly. Now they were not saved outwardly by

a bare outward believing that Moses and Joshua were sent

of God to save them; but by following them in faith and

obedience to what from God they required. So to the in

ward Israel Christ is given for a leader and commander,

who appears to the distressed embondaged soul in Egypt,

brings out of Egypt, and so leads on towards the good laifl,

and into it. Now aa the soul follows, as the soul believes

in his appearances, and obeys his voice in the holy, pure

covenant of life; so he works out the redemption thereof.

But as unbelief and disobedience get up, and the heart is

hardened at any time against his voice and counsel, and the
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car open to the temptations of the enemy, the redemption

thereby goes backward, and the distress and captivity re

turn again. This is witnessed, known, and experienced by

every true traveller towards Ziou ; therefore the main thing

requisite is to abide in the sense of the Redeemer's power,

as also in waiting for his motions and appearances, and in

the faith and obedience thereof. For sin gathers strength,

and is brought forth, by letting in and giving way to the

motions thereof: and so also holiness and righteousness is

brought forth and getteth ground in the mind, by hearken

ing and giving up to the stirrings and movings of God's

Holy Spirit. Therefore it is of great necessity to every true

traveller to come to a right understanding and distinguish

ing of these; and that the heart may be kept with all dili

gence, because out of it are the issues both of life and death.

And most happy is he who knows the issues of death

stopped, and the issues of life opened, and whose spirit ia

naked and open before the Lord, for life to spring up in

him, and issue forth through him at its pleasure. Oh! it is

a precious state to witness captivity led^ captive by life, and

the power of life reigning over it. And truly there is as

real deliverance witnessed inwardly, by those that wait up

on the Lord, and are faithful to the leadings of his Holy

Spirit, as ever there was by the Jews outwardly, in their

faithful following Moses and Joshua: and Christ is as

truly a healer of his people, in this ministration of life to

them by his Holy Spirit, as ever he was a healer of persons

outwardly in the days of the flesh. That, with the other

miracles which he wrought then, was but a shadow of what

he would work and perform inwardly in the day of his

Spirit and holy power: and shall he, or can ho (to those

that faithfully wait upon him) fall short in the one, of what

he shadowed out in the other? Nay, surely; it was the in

tent of his heart, and he will not fail to perform it, to save

to the very utmost all that come to God by him, and abide

in his holy, pure, righteous, living covenant. Here ia the

•kill of Christianity, to abide in him ; and hero the living

virtue and pure power is felt, which overcometh all, but



ISAAC PENINGTON. 601

nothing can overcome it: but victory, dominion, glory,

majesty, and power is sung unto him, who is King of saints,

who reigns in righteousness, and who establisheth peace

and truth within his borders.

A FEW WORDS CONCERNING THE PRINCIPLE OP TRUTH ; WHAT

IT IS, HOW IT MAY BE DISCERNED, AND HOW IT

MAY BE PURCHASED AND POSSESSED.

Quest. 1. WHAT is the principle of truth?

Ans. It is the light, which reproves and makes sin mani

fest. "Whatsoever doth make manifest is light." Where

fore he aaith, "Awake them that sleepest, arise from the

dead," &c. Eph. v. 13, 14. There is no other way of awak

ing out of sleep, and arising from the dead, but by the light

which makes sin manifest. And oh, how precious is that

light!

Quest. 2. How may the principle of truth be discerned?

Ans. By its piercing, quickening nature, which discover-

eth itself in its appearances and operations. For it appears

and works, not like man's reason, or like motions of his

mind which he takes into his understanding part; but it

appears and works livingly, powerfully, and effectually in

the heart.

Man's reason is corrupt, dark, impure, since the fall; and

in the hand and under the power of the wicked one. Its

nature is to hide and cover sin, not to discover it. Now

the light of the law, which discovers sin, ariseth not hence.

Who can bring the clean, pure light of the law out of the

unclean, impure reason of man? The light indeed may

shine in the darkness; but it is no part of it, but of another

nature and descent. It is from God's Spirit, and given to

man in his love unto him, to lead him out of his dark ways

and spirit, into the pure Spirit and way of holiness. For

the light which discovers sin, is all holy and pure, like the

fountain from whence it comes. Now a man that is ac

quainted both with reason and with this light, he can dis



502 THE WORKS OF

tinguish the nature and operations of both. For there ia a

great difference between truth held in the reasoning part,

and truth held in its own principle. It is very powerful in

the one; it cffecteth little in the other. In the pure quick-

enings of life this distinction is perceived, and also held.

Therefore our advice is to all men, to retire from all mor

tality, that they may come to feel the spring of life in them

selves, and something springing therefrom into them to

quicken them, and to wait to have their understandings

opened and kept open by that; that so they may receive,

retain, and not again lose the capacity of understanding the

things of God's kingdom.

Quest. 3. How may {his principle, seed, or pearl, be pur

chased and possessed?

Ans. By dying to a man's own wisdom and will. There

is not another way. For the light is wholly contrary to man,

as he stands in the alienation from God. It crosseth his

spirit, his thoughts, his desires, his knowledge, his reason,

his understanding; even all that is of himself. He must

therefore consult with none of these, but prefer the little,

pure demonstration of the light of Christ's Spirit above all

these, and stand in the parting with and loss of them all for

over. Oh! this is an hard saying, who can bear it? Surely

none but those that arc taught and learn of the Father, can

thus come to give up to and follow the light of the Son.

"The law of the Lord is perfect; converting (or restor

ing) the soul." Psa. xix. 7. What law was this or what

law is this? Was it the law of works in the hand of Moses?

Or is it the law of faith in the hand of Christ? Doth not

Christ enlighten every man that eometh into the world?

Would not God have all men to be saved? And doth

he not give to all a proportion of the true light whereby

they may be saved? And is it not the property of thi*

light to convert to God? Can any man receive this, and

be united to this, and it not change his nature? So that

he must needs have a new nature, and from that now nat

ure do that naturally, which the Jews, by all their endeav

ors without this, could never do.
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Can any thing conycrt fallen man to God, but Christ?

Hath any thing power to convert to God, but his pure law

of life? Cau Christ and his light be separated? Can any

man receive his light and be united thereto, and not receive

him? Oh that men's hearts and understandings were

opened by the Spirit aud power of the Lord ! For this is a

direct riddle to all men, who have not God's heifer to plow

with, to understand it by. And so for want of a true un

derstanding, it is despised and rejected among the builders;

but with us it is elect and precious, chosen of God, and pre

cious in the eye of our souls.

Now this doth not exclude or make void any thing that

Christ did in his body of flesh here on earth, or that he doth

in heaven for his; but this brings unto a right, and into a

possession and enjoyment of his purchase. For all that are

in the darkness, and walk in the darkness, have nothing to

do with Christ in truth and reality, whatever they may pro

fess, aud what hopes so ever they may feed themselves with ;

but all that are in any measure of his light, and walk there

in, they are so far of him, and have a right to, and share in,

all that he did in and from the same light and Spirit.

And this I dare positively hold forth as a standing truth,

which hath been sealed unto me by constant experience ;

That no man can fall in with and obey the light wherewith

he is enlightened, but he must deny himself, and take up a

cross to his own wisdom and will ; which cross is the cross

of Christ, which is the power of God to the salvation of the

soul. And he that takes it up daily, and waits upon the

Lord therein, shall witness the power of the Lord Jesus

Christ to the redemption of his soul ; yea, then he shall be

able in true understanding to say; This is light indeed, life

indeed, power indeed. That powerful arm which hath saved

me from sin, and breaks the snares, devices, and strength

of the enemy before me (delivering me daily when none

else can, and when my own strength aud wisdom is as noth

ing), I cannot but call Christ, the living power and wisdom

of God revealed in me, who will not give his glory to an

other. For he is the. Lord God of pure power and life for



:,04 THE WORKS OF

evermore; and beside him there is no such Saviour. Yea.

blessed be the name of the Lord for ever, the days of

mourning after salvation are over with many, and the day*

of reaping and enjoying salvation are come, which shall

endure with the Israel of God for evermore, amen.

ISAAC PENINSTON.
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LETTERS

OF

ISAAC P E N I N GT 0 N.

To A COUPLE ABOUT TO MARBY.

DEAR FRIENDS,

It is a great and weighty thing that ye are about; and ye

have need of the Lord's leading and counsel therein, that it

may be done in the unity of his life; that so Friends in

Truth may feel it to be of God, and find satisfaction therein.

Friends, the affectionate part will be forward in things of

this nature, unless it be yoked down ; and it will persuade

the mind to judge such things to be right and of the Lord,

when indeed they are not so. Now, if it be not of the Lord,

but the affectionate part, Friends cannot have unity with it,

nor will it prove a blessing to you; but you will find it an

hurt to your conditions, and a load upon your spirits after

wards, and the fruits and eftects of it will not be good, but

evil; and then, perhaps, ye will wish that ye had waited

more singly and earnestly upon the Lord, in relation to the

thing; and that ye had taken more time, and consulted

more with Friends, before there had been any engagement

of affections. The Lord, by his providence, hath given you

a little time of respite. Oh, retire unto him, and abase

yourselves before him, and pray him to counsel you, by his

good Spirit, for your good! that, if it be not of the Lord,

the power, being waited upon by you, may loosen your af

fections in this respect. ]?ut if it be of the Lord, and be

orderly brought before Friends, and their counsel and ad

vice sought in the fear of the Lord, they will have unity

with it, and with gladness express their unity; which may

Vol. II.— 43
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be a strength unto you, against the tempter afterwards.

This is in true love to you, and in singleness of heart, the

Lord knoweth. From your friend in the truth.

I. P.

4th of Third Month, 16G8.

To MILES STAXCLIF.

DEAR M. 8.,

Thou art often in my heart; and indeed, I do many times

bow unto the Father of spirits, for the preservation of

whatever is good hi thec, for the clear discovery to thee of

what is not of his pure life, and for the separation of thy

mind from it; that the life of Christ may conquer in thee,

and thou thereby be fully redeemed to the Lord. I often

inquire after thee; and when I hear of any tenderness or

diligence in thee towards the truth, my heart rejoioeth

therein.

Dear friend, deceit is very deep, and hath much pre

vailed; but the Lord is gathering out of it, and preparing

such, by the power of his life, against future snares. O

dear friend! take heed of thy own wisdom, thy own sense,

thy own judgment, which thon mayest easily, through mis

take, call the Lord's; but to have all that is of self searched

out and brought under, and the mind made truly sensible

of, and fully subject to, the life in every thing,—this is a sore

travel ; and it is very hard to come hither, through all de

ceits and entanglements. The Lord entirely join thy mind

to that and preserve thee in that, which gives thee at any

time a sense of truth, and of those who are in the truth:

these are to be known and honored in the Lord, according

to their growth. And take heed of that which prejudices

and disjoins; but feel and cleave to that which uniteth in

love, life, and pure power. Know that unity and fellow

ship which is in the spirit; and keep it, keep it in the bond

of pure peace : and take heed, oh for ever take heed of what

ever would break the bond! but that which makes of one

mind and one judgment, one heart and one soul, tl»>t. is the
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living principle, thai is the living power, which all the

members of the body are to inhabit and be one in. And

wateh against the reasonings of the mind, and the thoughts

of thy heart; wateh to the sense which riseth up in the

fear, in the love, in the humility, that thon mayest feel the

leadings of God's Spirit, and come through all that stands

in thy way; having the help of all whom the Lord hath or

dained, and made able to be helpers to thec. For life is

not to be limited, bat we are to be limited by that which is

of the life; and in cases of doubt, it is the ordinance of the

Lord, for the weak to receive counsel and help from the

strong, and for the lesser to be watehed over and blessed

by the greater,—by such as are more grown up in the life,

and in the power.

So the Lord God Almighty lead thee fully into, and pre

serve thee perfectly in, the way everlasting.

Thy friend in the true love,

I. P.

I6th of Third month, 1668.

To JOHN MAUNOCK.

FRIEND,

Hath the Lord drawn thy heart to hear the sound of truth,

and given theesome senseand savor thereof, though perhaps

not as yet full satisfaction in all things that are truly and

faithfully testified concerning it? Oh prize this love of God

to thec ! and wateh and pray, and come into the pure fear ;

that thou mayst walk worthy of it, and mayst discern in

spirit what it is that gives thec the savor; and 80 receive

the leaven of the kingdom, and feel its leavening virtue up

on thy heart day by day. For after the Lord hath been at

work, the enemy will be at work also ; and thou mayst both

meet with him without, and within too, in reasonings and

questionings against the demonstrations of God's Spirit to

thy heart and conscience. Now if thou wilt hearken to

these, they will eat out the sense and belief of what God's

Spirit begat in thee. Oh ! how many wise men, andjiow
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many knowing men, that have tasted of some true experi

ences, have not the sense and discerning of the Spirit and

power of the Lord, as it is now made manifest; hut speak

hard words, and think hard thoughts of his truth and its

precious appearances.

Ah ! what are we, any of us, on whom the Lord hath

shown his mercy, and whose hearts he toucheth, and mak-

eth sensihle of his drawings? yea, and not only so, hut also

{jives us to partake of the eternal life and virtue, which he

hath hid in his Son from the eyes of all living. We sought

it up and down, in the deeps and heights; but the deep

said, It is -not in me; and the highest mountain and hill

that ever we met with, could not bring salvation to us.

But at length we found the fear of the Lord to be the true

wisdom, and that which taught us to depart from evil, gave

us the true understanding. Now if any among us are not

thus taught, but only own the doctrines of truth published

among us, being thereunto overcome by the demonstration

of God's Spirit; yet for all this they are not felt by us in

the life and unity of the Spirit of the Lord with us; and

such the Lord will manifestly prune off in his own due

time, and graft in others in their stead. Yea, such as do

indeed give up to truth, and in measure feel the power of

it, and are made by the power of the Lord subject to it—

yet, if in any thing they let in the spirit of the world, and

act according thereto, so far they are not of the truth, nor

owned by it.

Now dear friend (for so far as thy heart is touched b}-

God's Spirit and answereth thereto, thou art dear unto me),

mind thy condition, and wait on the Lord in humility of

heart, and in subjection to what he inwardly by his Spirit

daily makes manifest; that thou mayest come into the obe

dience of the truth daily; that thou mayest daily feel the

change which is wrought in the heart and conscience by

the holy, eternal, ever-living power; that so thou mayest

witness according to the Scriptures, "that which is born

of the Spirit is spirit." And then thou wilt feel that this

birth of the Spirit cannot fulfil the lusts of the flesh, but
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will be warring and fighting the good fight of faith, in the

power of life against them ; and thus in faithfulness to the

truth and waiting upon the Lord, thou shalt witness an

overcoming in his due time. For indeed the true faith

overcomes, the true shield beats down the most fiery daily,

and in the power of the Lord the enemy is so resisted, that

ho flecth; and the name of the Lord is indeed a strong

tower to his children, to which his seed know how to retire

and feel safety.

Oh the conquering faith, the overcoming life and power

of the Spirit ! We cannot but speak of those things; and

cry up the perfect gift, and the power of Hint, who is not

only able to perfect hie work in the heart, hut delights so

to do; and even to tread down Satan under the feet of

those that wait in patience for the perfect conquest; for

nothing else will fully satisfy. The rest, the peace, the lib

erty, the life, the virtue of the gospel, is not fully known

and enjoyed while there remains any sin to sting and

trouble. And this I can faithfully witness ; that when the

power is revealed, when the blood washeth, the soul is clean

and as white as snow; and the enemy hath not power to

break in, but life trinmphs over him. And why imiv there

not be a continuance of such a state? Yea, I verily believe

many can witness a continuance of such a state; which the

Spirit of tho Lord doth not call less in them than a perfect

state, a sound state; wherein Christ, the heavenly Physi

cian, hath healed them perfectly, and made them witnesses

of true soundness of soul and spirit in the eight of God.

Oh that all knew and enjoyed it who truly desire and loin;

after it !

But as for thee, this is in my heart to thee. Thou hast

found the pearl; the Lord, in mercy to thee, hath discov

ered to thee the true pearl. Now this remains; that thou

be a wise merchant, selling all to purchase it. Thou must

keep baek nothing. Christ, the living truth, the holy

power of righteousness, must be dearer to thee than all.

If father, mother, livelihood, liberty-, friendship, outward

advantages, &c., or any thing else be dearer to thee than

43*
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him, he will look upon thec as unworthy of him; and can

not but turn from thee, and sufter hardness and darkness

to come again upon thee. Therefore prize the day of thy

visitation from the holy God, from the God of mercy and

salvation; and he faithful in the little, in the day of small

things, if ever thou desire to enjoy and he ruler over much.

Thc, Lord may exercise thee in, and require of thee, little

things; as he hath done the rest of the flock, whose foot

steps thou art to follow to the Shepherd's tents; and the

enemy will he endeavoring to stop thee, and perplex thee,

in every little thing that the Lord requires of thee. But be

thou simple, like a child, not taking care what to answer

wise professors, nor what to answer the reasonings of thy

own mind; hut seeing thon hast felt the demonstration of

truth from God's Holy Spirit, oh ! breathe unto the Lord

to preserve thee in the innocency and simplicity thereof,

that the Lord may still he with thee; and thereby bring

thee through the day of Jacob's trouble, to taste of Jacob's

deliverance and salvation out of trouble: for thou must

meet with trials as well as others have done, and the ene

my's endeavor will be, to make thee stumble and start back

in the day of trial. But if thine eye be towards the Lord,

he will uphold and (strengthen thee, and bring thee through

all that stands in thy way; manifesting to thee daily more

and more the path of holiness, in which the ransomed of

the Lord walk, and enabling thee also to walk therein.

Therefore wateh the thoughts and reasonings which rise

in thee, and retire from them, waiting to feel the pure seed,

and to hear its voice in stillness; whose voice is otherwise,

than after the noises of the questionings «nd reasonings,

which the enemy raiseth in the mind, to fill it with doubt.-

and troubles: and to weaken 'the faith and sense which

God wrought in the heart, when he reached forth his truth

in the power and demonstration of his Spirit unto it. This

wa* God's love, this was the day of his power; which loos

ens the mind from its lovers, and the ways of its own

choosing, and begets a willingness to be joined to the Lord

and his pure truth.
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Oh, take heed of hearkening to the enemy, to the subtle

rensoncr, the cntangler of the soul ! take heed of consulting-

there, where he lays his baits to entangle the mind, and

undo the work of God's power in the heart; and so to

make unwilling again, after the Lord had made willing.

The steps which the soul takes in the power, even the in

clining of the mind towards the Lord and his pure truth,

tend to salvation ; but if any let in unbelief of those things,

concerning which God hath wrought faith in them, they

draw back to perdition ; they hearken to that which tempts

from the Lord, and to him whose end is to destroy them.

This is in true love to thee, and from an upright desire,

that thou mayest feel the Lord's preservation of thy soul,

in that which is of him, and his separating thee from all

that is not of him.

From a friend to all that breathe after the Lord, and de

sire to know and partake of the power and life of truth, as

it is in Jesus, the alone Redeemer and Saviour of the soul.

I. P.

3d or 4th of Tenth Month, 1GG8.

To JOHX MANNOCK.

FRIENDl

It is a wonderful thing, to witness the power of God

reaching to the heart, and demonstrating to the soul the

pure way to life, as in his sight and presence. Surely he

that partakes of this is therein favored by the Lord, and

ought diligently to wait, for the giving up to the leadings

of his Holy Spirit in every thing; that so, he may travel

through all that is contrary to the Lord, into that nature

and spirit which is of him. It is a wonderful thing also to

witness God's preservation from backsliding, and from be

ing entangled by the subtlety of the enemy; who hath many

ways and taking devices to ensnare the simple mind, and

draw it from the sense of truth, into some notions and belief

of things ; wherein the soul may be lulled asleep with hopes
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and persuasious, but hath not the feeling "or enjoyment of

the true life aud power.

0 friend! haat thou a sense of- the way to the Father?

then, be careful that thy spirit daily how hefore him, ami

wait for breathings to him from his pure Spirit, that hr

would continue his mercy to thee; keeping thee in the true

souse, aud making thy way more and more clear befoiv

thee every day ; yea, and bearing thee up in all the exer

cises and trials which may befall thee, in every kind; that,

by his secret working in thy spirit, and helping thee with a

little help from time to time, thou mayest still be advanc

ing nearer and nearer towards the kingdom ; until thou

find the Lord God administer an entrance unto thec

thereinto, and give thee an inheritance of life, joy, right

eousness, and peace therein; which is strength unto thv

soul against sin and death, and against the sorrow ami

trouble which ariseth in the mind, for want of God's pres

ence and holy power revealed there.

And be not careful after the flesh, but trust the Lord.

What though thou art weak, and little; though thou meet

with those that are wise and knowing; and almost every

way able to reason thee down; what though thou hast not

wherewith to answer; yet thou knowest and hast the feel

ing of God's pure Truth in spirit, with a desire to have the

life of it brought forth in thee, and so to witness the change

and renewinga which are by his power. 0 dear heart!

herein thou art accepted of the Lord, and here his tender

love aud care will be over thee, and his mercy will daily

reach to thee; and thou shalt have true satisfaction in thv

heart, and hold the Truth there, where all the reasonings

of men, aud all the devices of the enemy of thy soul, shall

not be able to reach; yea, thou shalt so feel the Lord to

help his babe against the strength of the mighty, in the

seasons of his good pleasure, as shall exceedingly turn to

his praise; and so thou shalt experience that whom Go<l

preserves, all the gates of hell shall not be able to prevail

against. Therefore look not out at men, or at the word*

and wisdom of men; but keep where thou hast felt tiic
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Lord visit thee, that he may visit thee yet again and uguin

every day, and be teaching thee further and further the way

to his dwelling-place, and he drawing thee thither, where

is righteousness, life, rest, and peace for ever.

This arose in my heart this morning in tender love tow

ards thee. Look up to the Lord, who can make it useful

to tliee, to warm, quicken, and strengthen thy heart and

mind towards the Lord, and his pure truth, wherewith he

has visited thee. And if thou feel any thing therein suit

able to the state and condition of thy soul, oh, bow before

the Lord ! that in the true humility thou mayest confess,

and give the glory to him of what belongs to him.

From thy friend in the truth, which clennseth the heart

from iniquity, as it is embraced and dwelt in.

I. P.

I'M of Tenth Month, 1668.

To

O FRIEND!

That thou hadst the true sense of the drift of my heart

in writing and sending things to thee !—which is <ind hath

been this—that thou mightest be acquainted with that of

God in the heart, which quickens to him ; and in the light of

that, mightest try thy heart and ways, and so only justify

in thyself what God justifies, and let all else go.

Shall the Lord appear mightily on the earth and Israel

not know him? Shall the professors of this age understand

no more his appearance in Spirit, than the Jews did his ap

pearance in flesh? Shall they stumble at the very same

stumbling stone? Yes, the same stumbling stone is laid,

for that wisdom to stumble at, as in all generations; and

there is n0 avoiding stumbling, but by coming out of that

wiadom into babe-like simplicity, which gives entrance into

pure, heavenly wisdom. And this I dare affirm as in God's

presence and in his pure fear, having received the sense

thereof from him—that there is none that opposeth this his
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present appearance (by the greatest knowledge and wisdom

of their comprehensions from the letter), but would also

have opposed and denied his appearance in that body of

flesh, had they lived in that day. For the wisdom which

they gathered from the letter, did not reveal Christ in that

day, but the Father; and the same reveals him in this day.

Oh that thou couldst feel the pure revelation from the

Father to tlvv heart! Oh wait for a new heart, a new ear,

a new eye ! even to feel the pure in thee, and thy mind

changed by the pure, that all things may become new to

thee; the Scriptures new (they are ap indeed when God

opens them), duties new, ordinances new, graces new, expe

riences new; a new church of the Spirit's building, wherein

he and thy soul may dwell together; and thou mayest be

able to say in the presence of the Lord, this is a city of

God's own building, the foundation whereof was laid with

sapphires, whose walls are salvation, and its gates praise.

I. r.
12th of Third Month, KWr.t.

To CATHERINE PORUAGE.

FRIEND,

Thy estate and condition Lath been pretty much with

me since I last saw thec. I am sensible how hard it is for

thee to give up to be reached by the seed and power of

life; how readily and easily thy ear and heart is opened to

another, and the adulterer entertained, who hunteth after

the precious lite. This word of advice hath been much in

my heart to thee this morning: Kit down and count the

coat of plowing up thy field, and of searching after the hid

den treasure of pare and true wisdom, and consider seri

ously, whether thou canst sell all for it, both inward and

outward riches; that if thou do set thy hand to the plow,

thou mayest not look back after any thing else, within or

without, but inayCvSt be content and satisfied with the pearl

of true wisdom and life alone.
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Now if thon be truly willing in God's sight thus to do,

thou must singly give up to follow the Lord in the leadings

of his Spirit, out of all the ways of thy own wisdom and

knowledge, out of all things wherein thou hast a life and

delight out of him; thou must not determine what thou

hast a life in, but the Lord must search thy heart, and he

will soon show thee (if thy heart be naked and open before

him, willing to hear and learn of him) somewhat in thy

heart, somewhat in thy ways, somewhat in thy words,

thoughts, &e., which is contrary to his pure life and Spirit;

and then that must be denied and given up immediately.

And afterwards perhaps the Lord will soon discover to thee

another lover, which hath had more of thy heart than thou

hast been aware of; and so thou must part with one after

another until thou hast parted with all; and this will pre

pare thee for the bosom of thy Beloved, who is a jealous

God, and seeth not with the eye wherewith man sceth.

But if thou be not thus singly given up, though thou

should put thy hand to the plow, thou wilt be looking

back some time or other: and that wisdom which drawcth

aside from the Lord will blind thy eye, and deceive thy

mind, and draw thee from the simplicity and nakedness

of truth, into some image or other of it, so that instead

of the pure truth itself, thou wilt believe and embrace a lie.

Thou hast travelled long in the heights above the seed;

oh, consider if that be not yet standing in thee, which could

not have been found standing, if thou hadst known the true

seed and travelled therewith ! This enhances the price of

truth as to thee, that thou must part with more for it, than

will be required of many others; yet if thou be faithful to

the Lord, and diligently follow him in the simplicity, truth

will at length recompense thec for all thy labors, sorrows,

and travels. But a thorough work will the Lord make in

thy earth, if thou singly give up unto him, and faithfully

follow; and many devices' wilt thou meet with to turn thy

mind out of the way, and to canse thee to shun the bitterness

of the cross, and to kindle and nourish a hope in thee, that

thou mayest find a more easy way to the same life and
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everlasting substance. The Lord hath reached to thce,

mid the Lord is willing- to search thy heart, to find out the

deceiver and enemy in his most secret lurking-places; bnt

when the Lord hath found him out, thou must give him

up to God's stroke, and iuii snii'er him lo find a shelter in

thy mind to save him therefrom. For he is very subtle,

and will twist and twine all manner of ways to deceive thee

<uid save himself; nor art thou yet acquainted with, or able

to discern his devices. The Lord alone can help thee, au<l

he will help thee, if thou be not hasty to join with the ene

my, nor give up thy judgment to believe what he repre

sents, and seems inwardly to represent to thee as true; but

abide and dwell in the sense of thy own inability to judge,

waiting to feel that which is true, pure, and living of God,

judge in thee, not so much in demonstrations of wisdom, as

in tender and secret drawings of the beginnings of a new

nature, away from what is of an earthly nature. For thou

must come out of the spirit of this world, if thou wilt come

into God's Spirit; and thou must come out of the love of

the things of this world, if thou wilt come out of the spirit

of this world ; for in the love of the things of this world,

the spirit of this world lodgeth and dwelleth, and thou

canst not touch the unclean thing, but thou also touobest

somewhat of the unclean spirit. Therefore said John from

a true and deep understanding, " Love not the world, nei

ther the things of the world," (if thou love the things of

the world, thou lovest the world), for "if any man love the

world, the love of the Father is not in him."

The day of God's mercy and visitation is upon thee, who

is visiting that spirit in thee which hath led thee aside,

oven with the judgment proper for it; that Zion in thee

might be thereby redeemed, and thy soul converted to, and

truly brought forth in, righteousness.

1 . f -

11 th of First Month 1670.



ISAAC PEN ING TON. §17

To THOMAS WALMSLKY.

DEAR FRIEND,

There is somewhat on my heart this morning to write to

thee, in the same love wherein I have hitherto written,

which I feel to be pure, of God, and unfeigned towards

thee and all men ; though it also putteth a difference be

tween those that are renewed by him and bear his image,

and those who have only a form of religion, without the

power and life thereof, which sanctifies and redeems up to

God, wherever it is received.

That which was on my heart to thee, in true, pure, and

tender love, is this which follows:

All true religion hath a true root; and that religion, pro

fession, worship, faith, hope, peacej assurance, &c., which

groweth not from the true root, is not true.

Now this root is near, and must be felt near, bearing the

branch and cansing it to bring forth fruit. It is not enough

to hear of Christ, or read of Christ; but this is the thing,—

to feel him my root, my life, my foundation ; and my soul

ingrafted into him, by him who hath power to ingraft. To

feel repentance given me by him, faith given me by him,

the Father revealed and made known to me by him, by the

pure shillings of his light in my heart; God, who cansed

the light to shine out of darkness, cansing it to shine there;

so that in and through him, I come to know, not the Son

himself only, but the Father also:—and then to come out

of the darkness, out of the sin, out of the pollutions of the

spirit of this world, into the pure, holy fellowship of' the

living, by his holy guidance and conduct; and so to feel all

my prayers, all my comforts, all my willingness, all my

ability to do and suffer for God and the testimony of his

truth, to arise from this holy, pure root of life, which gives

daily strength against sin and death, to all who wait, in

true humility and pure subjection of soul and spirit upon

him:—here is unspeakable comfort and satisfaction given

Vol. H.— 44
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by him to the soul, which all the reasonings of men, with

all the devices of Satan, cannot damp. For He who gave

it preserves and maintains it over all the strength that can

assault it.

0 friend! I beseech thee mind this; come, oh come to

the true root! come to Christ indeed! Rest not in an out

ward knowledge; hnt come to the inward life, the hidden

life, and receive life from him who is the life; and then

jibide in and live to God in the life of his Son. For death

and destruction, corruption and vanity, may talk of the

fame of Christ, who is the wisdom of (iod; but they cannot

know nor find out the place where this wisdom is revealed ;

they cannot come at the true, pure fear, which God puts

into the hearts of his: this is the beginning of the true

wisdom which cleanses darkness and impurity out of the

hearts of those to whom it is given. For light expelleth

darkness; life expelleth death; purity expelleth impurity;

Christ, where he is received, bindeth and casts out the

strong man, taking possession of the heart. And if any

man be truly and really in Christ, he comes to witness a

new creation, even the passing away of old things, and all

things becoming new.

Christ is faithful in all his house ("whose house are we,"

saith the apostle, "if we hold fast the confidence and the

rejoicing of the hope, firm unto the end." Heb. iii. 6.),'faith-

ful as a Son, who comes in the name and authority of

the Father, to do whatsoever is to be done in the heart,

faithful in discovering whatever is contrary to God there,

faithful in engaging his power against it. And shall not

his power prevail? and where it doth prevail, and the good

pleasure of God's goodness is fulfilled, and the work of

faith with power, is not the name of the Lord Jesus Christ

glorified there? Read 2 Thess. i. 11, 12. and consider.

Did Christ overcome the devil in that body of his flesh,

and shall he not overcome him in the hearts of his children

by the power of his Spirit, which he received of the Father

to comfort them, and carry on his work gloriously in them?

What shall become of those that do not fight under Christ,
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and overcome through Christ? Read Rev. iii. 21. I would

not have thee deceived of thy soul, or of that religion

which save3 the soul, which religion stands not in word,

but in power. Therefore wait to feel the Spirit and power

of Christ saving thee from that which nothing else can save

thee from; and bringing that down in thee under his feet

which nothing else can bring down.

This is from the true desire which my soul hath, after

the eternal salvation and satisfaction of thine.

I. r.

28th of First Month, 1070.

*

To ELIZABETH WAUISLET.

DEAR FRIEND,

Who art lovely to me in that precious life wherewith the

Lord hath visited thee, and wherein he hath brought thee

forth for his service, and to his praise.

Our Father is wise and powerful, who hath begun a work

which he is able to carry on; and all the briars and thorns

of the wilderness are not able to stop his course, who is "a

consuming fire."

I find the spirits of Friends here much raised, who dwell

in the fear and dread of the Lord God Almighty, where the

fear and dread of man is removed for away. The Lord pre

serve us near unto himself, out of that which separates from

him and weakens; and nothing shall be able to interrupt

our joy in the Lord, nor our delight and pleasure in his will.

Lo! I come, saith the child, to do thy will, O God! to drink

the cup thou hast prepared; although there is a nature

which cannot but say, If it be possible, let it pass away;

but that nature is bowed down and subjected under its

proper yoke, and, in submission, is kept out of sinning

against the Lord, and is accepted by him who bows it, and

makes it willing to follow the Lamb in the day of his power.

Truly the Lord hath done great things for us! He hath

given us the sight and knowledge of himself in his Son,

which is life eternal: he hath given us of the nature and
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spirit of his Son ; he hath given us of the true faith where

by the just lives, and obtains victory over sin, death, and

the grave ; he hath given UB of the hope which purifies the

heart, and stays the mind in all storms ; he hath given us of

the Lamb's patience and meekness &c. And now if he will

brighten these by afflictions, and try them, and cause them

to shine to his glory ; yea, and take advantage to increase

them, and add further virtue to them, what cause have any

of us to complain ? Israel, of old, after the flesh, murmured

upon every trial; but Israel, after the new creation, doeth

not so, but blesseth the Lord, and repineth not at the in

struments which he permitteth to afflict them; but they

love the Lord and love his truth, and are faithful in their

testimony thereto, whatever befalls them. Yea, they re

joice that they are counted worthy to suffer in any kind for

his name's sake, and are like lambs before the shearers, not

opening their mouths in a way of murmuring or reviling;

but instead thereof, pitying them, praying for them, and

blessing; because God hath made them children of love,

children of peace, children of blessing; which nature they

retain, in the midst of all their trials and afflietions, and

show forth the virtues of Him that hath called them.

So that men shall not put out our life, nor put out our

light, nor sever us from the love and power of God ; but

the more need we find of our God, and of his help and

strength, the nearer shall we be driven to him, and dwell

more closely in union with him, and in holy and humble

dependence upon him. And in this temper shall we draw

and receive more from him : and the more we draw from

him, the better will it be with us, and the more like him

shall we be.

The Lord keep open that heavenly eye in his children

and servants, which looks over this world, with the affairs

and concerns thereof, to that which is immortal and invis

ible; where our life is hid from others, though made mani

fest in and felt by us, from the living spring which quickens,

nourisheth, and refresheth. And as afflictions abound from

men, so shall consolations, life, and strength abound from
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the Lord, unto all, and upon all, who look not out, hut

abide and await there, where it springs and flows.

My dear love is to Friends in these parts (particularly M.

().); the Lord preserve them and keep them near to himself,

that they may receive counsel and strength from him, ac

cording to their need. I am sensihle of thy great love to

us, expressed in thy care and tenderness of our child, as

well as in other things: I hope she is no burden to thee.

Oh that she might feel and he guided by that which keeps

in order all that are subject to it!

I remain thy friend and brother, in the life and love

which never dies nor changes,

I. P..

18th of Second Month, 1G70.

To WIDOW HEM MINGS.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

Whom I truly love, and whose prosperity in the truth I

earnestly desire. Because I find thy mind much engaged

about one thing; to wit, receiving bread and wine in re

membrance of Christ's death, which I am tender to theo in ;

yet withal, it is on my heart at this time to say somewhat

to thee; perhaps the Lord may open thy mind, and let

thee into some sense of the thing.

There is a supper, or supping with Christ, beyond out

ward bread and wine, which he promised to those that heard

his voice, opened the door, and let him in. Rev. iii. 20.

Novf it is that supper, it is the desire of my heart thou mayst

be acquainted with, and partake of. And as thou comest

to be acquainted with it, and partake of it, thou wilt call it

the feast of fat things, and of wines on the lees well refined.

Christ said, " Henceforth I will drink no more of this fruit

of the vine, till I drink it new with you in my Father's

kingdom." What wine, what fruit of the vine is it which

Christ drinks new with his disciples in his Father's king

dom ? Is it not that wine, which he and they drink now

together when he sups with them ? Oh, the Lord give theo

44*
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an understanding, that thou mayst come to the substance,

feel substance, and inherit substance for ever !

"Flee from idolatry, my dearly beloved," said the apos

tle. 1 Cor. x. 14. What idolatry did he mean? "I speak as

to wise men," said he "jndge ye what I say. The cup of

blessing which wo bless, is it not the communion of the

blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the

communion of the body of Christ?" About the outward

cup and bread, might they not easily run into idolatry? but

they that knew, discerned, and minded the body and blood

indeed, they did not run into idolatry. "For we being

many, are one bread and one body; for we are all partakers

of that one bread." Oh, deep, deep, indeed! The bread

which comes down from heaven, that is the bread which

trivos life to the soul : and unless we eat the flesh of the Son

of man and drink his blood, we have no life in us. And if

wo eat his flesh and drink his blood, we become one flesh

with him, and bone of his bone; yea, we become of the

same bread with him, and so of the one body of the living

bread.

My dear friend, the Lord give thee an understanding, and

open thy heart, and canse thee to grow into union and into

sense of his truth; that by growing up in the truth, thou

mayst come more and more to understand it, and be ac

quainted with it.

Thy unfeigned friend in the truth which is pure,

Keuding Juil,

Srtl of Sixth Month, 1070.

fj>0 ^

THE Lord God of heaven and earth, who searcheth the

heart and trieth the reins, knows, that we who are called

Quakers have no secret things or hidden principles among

us to win people to ; but as we have ourselves been won to

the simplicity and plainness of truth, as it is in Christ Jesus,

and walk therein, so it is the single desire of our hearts to

bring men thither, where they may have the demonstration

\
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of God's Spirit, and hear the true witness speaking truth in

their own consciences. And indeed it was great matter of

satisfaction to our hearts, when the Lord turned us to his

truth, that we found- it to be no new thing, but that which

we had witnessed and experienced in the days of our for

mer profession. For we well remembered that we had been

acquainted with it then; and God now gives us the true

and certain sense, that all the prayers, and knowledge, and

understanding of the Scriptures, faith, love, zeal, meekness,

patience, humility, and whatever we then had, which was

dear unto us, and precious in the eye of God, came from

this Spirit of life, this principle of life, which God hath now

manifested to us, and turned our minds unto. And oh that

they, who yet speak against it, knew it, as the Lord hath

given us to know ! surely they could not then either think

or speak so hardly of it as they do. But Christ was the Son

of God in his appearance in flesh, whatever the wise men

and professors of that age jndged and spake of him. And

this is the appearance and manifestation of the same Christ

inwardly, even the same virtue, life, and power, which ap

peared in that body of flesh, whatever the professors of this

age think or speak concerning it; and they are not guiltless

before the Lord, but deeply guilty for rising up against it.

There was a precious appearance of God among that sort

that were called' Puritans, before there was such a rent

among them by falling into several ways of worship. There

was among them great sincerity, and love, and tendernefs,

and unity in that which was true ; minding the work of

God in themselves, and being sensible of grace and truth

in one another's hearts. Now to desire to know the true

worship, this was good ; but every one that had this desire,

was not acquainted with the Spirit of the Lord, nor did wart

aright on him, to be led by him into the true worship, but

followed the apprehensions and conceivings of their own

minds upon the Scriptures. Now had these known the true

Leader, they would never thus have wandered, nor have

been so scattered from the Puritan state, which was better

than any of these. For is it possible, if the Spirit of God
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•had been the Leader of these, they could thus have wan

dered from the truth, life, love,' and sense, into a barren,

dead state in comparison of that? It is true there was a

sincerity and simplicity in many of them ; but was not that

sincerity and simplicity betrayed, and drawn out to seek

the living among the dead, among dead forms, ways, and

worships? For though they carried some life with them

into their forms, yet by degrees the form grew, and the vir

tue and power of godliness decreased, and they were swal

lowed up in high esteem of, and contendings, each sort, for

their forms; but themselves had lost what they were iu-

wardly to God, and had inwardly received from God in the

days of their former zeal and tenderness. Oh that they

could see this! Oh that they could return to their Puritan

state, to the sense they then had, the love and tenderness

that was then in them, to the feeling of the principle of litV.

which they then felt, aiid which then wrought in them !

though they then distinctly knew it not, yet they loved that

which gathered their minds to God, and in which they felt

ability to pray, and which opened the Scriptures and the

things of God, and wanned their hearts truly and livingly

in some measure. Oh that they were but there again! they

might soon come further. Oh that they knew their state,

as it is known in the light of the Lord, and by the Spirit of

the Lord! The Lord open the true eye in them, and give

them to see therewith.

L r.
Reading Juil, 10th of Seventh

Month, 1670.

To NATHANIEL STOKAU.

DEAR FRIEND,

There was somewhat on my heart towards thee this morn

ing, which I am willing in truth and uprightness to express

to thee, as the Lord knoweth.

There is a great dispute between us and professors, con

cerning (he rule; which they hold forth the Scriptures to be.

Now truly I could wish, from the depth of love in my heart
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to them, and from my desire of their good, that the Script

ures, rightly understood by them, were their rule; and not

their own reasonings, conceivings, and apprehendings up

on the Scriptures. But yet, if it were BO, they must needs

assent to me, that the Spirit of life,—that the truth, which

lives in the heart,—that the law, written by the finger of

God in the inward parts,—is nearer and more powerful,

than the words, or outward relations concerning those

things in the Scriptures. There is a measure of life to be

received, there is the Spirit of life to be received, there

is a well of life, from which pure life springs up, to be

received and enjoyed by them that truly and rightly

believe. . .

The Lord, in the gospel state, hath promised to be pres

ent with his people; not as a wayfaring man for a night,

but to dwell in them and walk in them. Yea, if they be

tempted and in danger of erring, they shall hear a voice be

hind them, saying, "This is the way, walk in it." Will

they not grant this to be a rule, as well as the Scriptures?

Nay, is not this a more full direction to the heart, in that

state, than it can pick to itself out of the Scriptures ? Truly,

this ensuing testimony is true, which now springs up in my

heart unto thee, which is this ;—the Lord hath poured out

his Spirit upon his sons and danghters, in and by this pre

cious dispensation of truth, and of the pure seed, which is

so despised. And the Spirit which gave forth the words is

greater than the words ; therefore we cannot but prize Him

himself, and set Him higher in our hearts and thoughts

than the words which testify of Him, though they also are

very sweet and precious to our taste.

There was a measure and rule, wherennto the true minis

ter of Christ and the believing Gentiles had attained, by

which they were to walk; as is mentioned in 2 Cor. x. 13. 15.

"According to the measure of the rule which God hath dis

tributed to us"—"according to our rule," &c. : and in Phil-

lipians, iii. 16, "Whereto we have already attained, let us

walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing;" as

also in Galatians, vi. 15, 16, "For in Christ Jesus, neither
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circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumeision, but a

new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule,

peace be on them, and mercy," &c. Now consider what

that rule was. Oh that thou mayst know it and walk there

by, as they that had received God's Spirit did ! For I am

assured in my heart, that if thou receive God's Spirit, and

live and walk therein, thou canst not fulfil the desires of

the flesh ; but thou wilt find thy heart opened thereby into

a true sense, understanding, and right use of the Scriptures.

For the Scriptures of the Xew Testament were written to

the saints, and cannot he truly or rightly understood or

made use of, but as men come into their spirit and state.

These things tire of great weight and concernment: the

Lord open and guide thy heart into true satisfaction in tlnV

and other things also, from the demonstration of his own

Spirit; that thou mayst be able truly to say as in his sight.

Xow I believe and understand things, not becanse this or

that man hath so said, but becanse the Lord, who is the

Teacher indeed, hath tanght and assured my heart concern

ing the truth itself, as it is in Jesus; which I feel to be so,

by its living virtue and powerful operation in and upon my

heart.

This is my desire for thee, "who am thy soul's true and

sincere friend, who would by no means have thee deceived

about any thing that concerns it.

I. P.

Heading Jail,

of SovL-uth Month, 1C70.

To WIDOW HEMMINGS.

DEAR FRIEND,

Since I last saw thee there have been many deep and se

rious thoughts on my heart concerning thee; and a sense

of thy state as before the Lord, and breathings of heart for

thee. I am sensible that the Spirit of the Lord is striving

with thee, and in aome measure opening thy heart towards
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him and his truth ; and I am sensible withal, that there is

much striving against him ; and many strong-holds of wis

dom and reasonings in thee, which must be broken down,

before truth can spring up in thy heart, and exercise its

power in thee, and have full command in thee.

Now this morning when I awoke, there were three things

sprang up in me, which my heart did singly and earnestly

desire for thee. One was that thou mightst be led by

God's Holy Spirit into the new and living covenant, where

Christ is revealed, and the soul imited to. him as its Lord

and King in a bond of indissoluble union. Another was

that thou mightst daily be taught of God, and learn of him

in this holy, new, pure, and everlasting covenant. The

third,was, that thou mightest be true and faithful to God,

to obey and follow him, in whatever he teaches and re

quires of thee.

If thou wert but in this state thou wouldst find sweetness

and rest, peace and power, the righteousness of our Lord

Jesus Christ, and life eternal revealed in thy own heart;

and with joy draw water out of the wells of salvation.

Now if thou come to witness Christ's appearance in spir

it, and wilt become a disciple unto him, there are three

things thou must apply thy heart to learn of him; which

indeed are the sum of the gospel, or of what is taught in and

by the gospel. The first is, to fear God. This is the begin

ning of true, heavenly wisdom, and this is the perfection

and the end of wisdom also ; for true wisdom not only

brings into the fear, but it builds up in the fear, yea, and

perfects in the fear also; according as the apostle saith,

"Perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord." Now this is

not such a fear as man can attain by all he can do; but is

the fear of the new covenant, which God puts into the

hearts of his children as he quickens them and brings them

up in the new covenant. This is such a fear as that those in

whom it is placed, cannot depart from the Lord; nor abid

ing in it, err from the way of life and holiness; for all sin

and transgression, all rebellion against the Lord, and griev

ing and quenching his Spirit, is out of this fear. Oh that
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thou mightst receive this fear from the Lord, and grow up

unto him daily in it !

The second, which depends upon and flows from the for

mer, is, to give glory to God, in discerning his life and power,

and the virtue of his Spirit and his grace, working all in

thee ; and so still ascribing the glory to him of all thou art,

dost, or canst do : for in the day of the gospel, no flesh can

glory in the presence of our God; but the Lord alone is

exalted in the spirits of his children in that day. And in

deed, as every one comes into the fear of the new covenant,

the presence of the Lord is there, dwelling in the midst of

the heart; and he is found working all therein, and bring

ing forth the seed of life, and working down sin, and death,

and corruption. And they that are here feel theii^own

poverty and nothingness as in themselves; aud that their

way to become strong in Christ, is first to become weak in

themselves: and so when they are strong in him, he who is

their strength is glorified and admired, and self is of no

reputation or value for ever and ever; for that is cleaved to

which brought down self, and that power and spirit, being

cleaved to, still keeps it down.

The third is, that thou learn to worship God in spirit and

truth. Oh this worship is precious indeed ! and this is the

only sort of worship which God seeketh and fegardeth,

among the many various kinds of worshippers which ap-

pear at this day. This worship was declared by Christ,

and taught his disciples; but it has been in great measure

departed from ; and though many have sought after it, yet

none ever could find it, but as they have learned of the

Father to return to the anointing ; and so to be gathered

into his Spirit where Christ's name is known, and where

they that meet together, worship in his name: and of a

truth noue know or can worship in Christ's name besides

these. There have been great mistakes about worship and

gatherings; they having not been in the name and power

of our Lord Jesus Christ, but only in a profession thereof,

and an imitation of things, without the true life and power ;

aud what is that worship and religion in the sight of the
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Lord? Now that thon mayst come into this state and learn

all these lessons of the Lord in the new covenant, there is

one thing indispensably necessary for thee ; which is, to know

the hour of God's jndgment in thy own heart, and to lie under

the jndgment of the Lord, hearing it till he finish it, and

bring it forth unto victory. For this is the way wherebv he

purges and redeems the soul; to wit, by the spirit of jndg

ment and burning. Thou must therefore wait for, and

come to feel, the Spirit of the Lord near thee, discovering

sin to thee, and revealing jndgment against it, and execut

ing his righteous jndgment upon the evil nature in thee;

that he may raise up that good and tender plant of right

eousness, out of the dry and barren ground, to which his

mercy is.

If thou come to know God's Spirit, and to receive it, and

feel it work in thee, and its pure light shine from the foun

tain and spring of life, thou wilt have a quicker sense and

discerning therefrom, than can arise either from words

written, or from thoughts; that is, the Lord will show thee

the way whereof thou doubtest, quicker than a thought

can arise in thee ; and the Lord will show thee evil, in a

pure sense of the new nature, quicker than thou canst

think or consider of any thing. And indeed this is need

ful ; for sin lodges in the evil nature inwardly, and works,

not so much by a known law set up in the mind, as by a

secret nature; and if it be not resisted and withstood by

another nature, it can never be overcome. Now by this

jndgment set up in the heart, doth God overcome and keep

down sin for ever; for "the jndgment of God is stronger

than sin, and will bring it down where his jndgment is re

ceived and abode in ; and that which brought it down, be

ing kept to, will keep it down; and it being kept down,

life and righteousness, even the righteous life, Spirit, and

power of the Lord Jesus inwardly revealed, will be upper

most and reign over it.

Perhaps these words, at present, may be hard unto thee :

but if thou come to wait on God's Holy Spirit, and to the

feeling of his appearance in thy heart, and learn of him to

Vol. II.— 45
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know what is good and what is evil in thy words, ways,

worship, yea, and in thy very heart and thoughts, and also

to choose the good and refuse the evil; they will grow

easier and easier, and plainer and plainer, daily, as thou

comest into the sense and experience of the things they

mention. And thou wilt find Christ, inwardly revealed in

spirit, to be very properly called the word of God, even the

ingrafted word which is able to save the soul; for he is

quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,

able to cut down all that shall appear or rise up in the

heart, to resist or oppose his work.

The Lord so guide thee, manifest himself to thee, help

thee, and lead thee by his Holy Spirit and power, as that

thou mayst come undeniably to experience, and to be satis-

fied b}• him about these things. And mind not so much to

know, as to be obedient and subjected to the Lord, both in

thy heart and in thy conversation also, in the least thing

that he makes manifest. If the Lord would show thee but

this one thing,—that to use "thee" and "thou" to a par

ticular person is proper language, and Scripture language ;

and that to say "you," is improper, and arose from pride,

and nourisheth pride, and so is of the world, and not of the

Father ; and thou should bow thy spirit to him in this one

thing, thou little thinkest what a work it would make with

in thee, and how strongly the spirit of darkness would fight

against thy subjection thereto. The Lord lead thee as he

seeth good, and give thee faithfully to follow ; for else, if

the Lord should lead in any thing, and thou not follow in

that thing, his Spirit would be grieved and vexed thereby,

and thy heart in danger of being hardened by the deceitful-

ness of sin.

The Lord give thee the sense and savor of these things ;

that thou mayest thereby be kindled to wait on the Lord,

to be led into the light of the living ; that thou mayst live

and walk with him therein, who is, and dwells, and walks

with his, in the light. O house of Jacob ! come ye, let us

walk in the light of the Lord, and let us come up to Zion,

the holy hill of God, and to the gospel Jerusalem, that
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there he may teach us of his ways, and we may there learn

of him to walk in his paths ; for there is the place of wis

dom and true understanding, which none know but those

that are taught of God.

This is in true friendship and tender love to thy soul,

from its friend in truth and sincerity,

I. P.

26th of Eighth Month, 1670.

To

FRIEND,

I have had of late some deep and serious thoughts con

cerning thee, and a sense of thee, as between the Lord and

my own soul, yet I have not had any thing to signify or ex

press to thee, till this morning. But somewhat this morn

ing sprang up in my heart, sweetly and freshly, which I had

pure drawings to impart to thee.

There was a quick sense of thee upon my heart, and in

that sense this cry was in me:—Oh! that thou wert ac

quainted with the pure, eternal power of the Lord, and

mightest feel his outstretehed arm revealed in thee, and

witness the faith which stands in that power; and, in that

faith, believe and wait for what God is doing, and willing to

do, in and for his children. "If ye had faith," said Christ,

"but as a grain of mustard seed, ye should say to this moun

tain, be thou cast into the midst of the sea, and it should

be so." Indeed, the true faith, the pure faith, the living

faith, which stands in the power, doth remove all the moun

tains that are in the way, and makes the crooked ways

straight, and the rough ways plain. If thou had lived in

the days of Christ's flesh, and wanted outward healing,

and had been willing to come to him for healing, but withal

had not come with faith that he was able and willing to

heal perfectly ; mighteat not thou have missed of that cleans

ing and outward health and salvation, which others met

with? For did not he say, "Be it unto thee according to

thy faith"? And is not he the Physician of the soul? and
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is not his skill to be trusted and believed in? He that hop-

c'th, and believeth, and waiteth, and prayeth, and fighteth

the good figh't of faith, which gives victory over sin, Satan,

and the world—he may possibly overcome ; yea, he that

warreth lawfully—that is, with the spiritual weapon, which

is mighty through God—he that warreth with this only, and

with this constantly, shall be sure to overcome. For greater

is He that is in the true believer, than he that is in the

world.

Oh that thou mightest have experience of these things,

and witness the banner of Christ's love and power displayed

in thee, and the victories and conquests that are thereby,

and the safety and peace which is under it! For of a truth,

we do not speak boastingly, but are witnesses of the maj

esty of God's love and power, which we testify of. The

Lord so enlighten and guide thec, that thou mayest obtain

the desire of thy heart; for I really believe thy desire is af

ter holiness, and after communion with the Father and the

Son, and with the saints in light. Oh that thou mayest be

led into the pure light of life, that there thou mayest enjoy

what in this kind thou desirest!

This is from one, who singly, as in the Lord's sight,wish-

c-th well unto thee.

I. P.

Reading Jail,

27th of Eighth Month, 1670.

To

PROFESSORS have long known the name of Christ, and

what the Scripture relateth concerning him so named; but

oh that they could once know Christ [himself,] and receive

him into their vessels, and feel life flowing from him into

them! Then would they indeed know Christ according to

the Spirit; which knowledge quickeneth, but the literal

knowledge killeth. For he that hath the Son, he that is in

true union with him. and really changed by him, so as to
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become one nature and spirit with him,—he hath life; but

he that hath not the Son hath not the life of the Son, nor

the liberty of the Son, but it is in the death qf sin, and in

service unto sin.

The directions from God's Holy Spirit in the Scriptures

are exceedingly weighty and precious in themselves, and

very proper to the several states to which they were given

forth; and blessed is he who is found in the practice and

observation of them. And it hath been the desire of my

heart from my childhood, and still is, that I might be found

walking with the Lord, according to what is there tanght

and prescribed to the children of God, in the several fore

going ages and generations; which things were written, and

are useful, for our instruction also, being read by us, and

heeded, in that which gives the true understanding of them.

But though this was my desire, yet in my way to attain

this, I missed; for I thought that by getting the directions

of Scripture into my mind, and applying myself to the strict

observation of them, and praying for God's Spirit and help,

I might obtain what I desired. And truly the Lord was

merciful to me, and did help me, in a great measure, to

walk uprightly and lowlily with him, and inoffensively be

fore men; yet not so but that I often felt the temptations

and darkness of the enemy nearer me than my rule, and in

many cases knew not what to do, nor how to be resolved

from the Scriptures.

At length the Lord greatly distressed me, and brought

me to a fuller sense of my want of his Spirit and power, and

dashed all my religion in pieces ; that I was just like Baby

lon, for in o»e hour jndgment and desolation came upon

me; Rev. xviii. 10. and I knew not what to do without the

Lord, nor which way to draw nigh to him ; but then was

the Lord preparing for me that day of mercy, which since,

in his tender goodness, is broken in upon me. And now

the eye which he hath opened in me seeth, that the gospel

is a ministration of the Spirit and power of the Lord Jesus

Christ; and that he who would be his disciple indeed, must

be turned to his Spirit, and receive the immediate light and

45*
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shiliings of his Spirit into his vessel; and must feel the law

of life, the holy laws of the new covenant, not compre

hended outpardly in his mind, but written inwardly in his

heart by the finger of God's Spirit. And being written in

his heart, they have power over his heart, and cause him to

obey them ; so that, being here, he cannot possibly but ful-

til the holy directions of the Scriptures, he being in that

from which they came, which reveals the substance of them

unto him, and makes them living and powerful in him.

For indeed the law of sin and death hath power over a man

so long as he liveth; but when he meets with that which

kills sin and death in him, and maketh him alive to God,

and he receives life in abundance in and through the Lord

-I osus Christ ; then the fruits of life become easy and natu

ral to him, and the fruits and ways of sin, unbelief, and

disobedience unnatural: and here the yoke is easy and the

burden light, and none of the commandments of our Lord

Jesus Christ grievous. But take them merely out of the

letter, not feeling the Spirit leading into them, and quick

ening and enabling to the performance of them, oh how

heavy, how hard are they! How impossible to believe

aright, hope aright, pray aright, walk aright, wateh aright

over the heart, fight against the enemies, lusts, and corrup

tions aright! &c. On the other hand, how pleasaut is the

way of life in the covenant of life, in the power and virtue

of life, and ministered from tbe Spirit of our God! And

here he is praised, and vijltory over his enemies witnessed,

and peace with him enjoyed in the pure seed of life ; blessed

be the name of our God for ever! For the letter, or descrip

tion of things, is not the way ; but the life is the way, the

Spirit the way, the power the way, the truth as it is in Jesus

the way, which none can truly and rightly know, but as

they are ingrafted into and formed in him, and he formed

in them; this is only obtained, witnessed, and preserved, in

the soul's union and communion with, and obedience to,

his Spirit and power inwardly revealed and made manifest.

Friend, there is somewhat further in my heart towards

thee, which I have the true and certain sense of, which is
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this: The Lord, who is near thee with his Holy Spirit and

power, hath been begetting life in thee, and hath, at times,

given thee a true sense and discerning, in some measure;

but there is also somewhat near thee, which wateheth to

destroy and devour what the Holy Spirit of God begets in

thee, and to beget another sense and belief in thee, different

therefrom, and indeed contrary thereto. Now, it behooveth

thee exceedingly to wateh, and to pray to the Lord for help ;

for the life of thy soul depends upon the one of these, and

death and destruction will inevitably break in upon thee,

and have power over thee, if thou hearken to the other.

Whom doth the enemy so much strive to devour as the

sheep and inheritance of the Lord? And they are only pre

served in the Lord's way, and in subjection to his Spirit.

Oh, how many hath the enemy betrayed and deceived of

the life of their souls! how many men's spirits are now

cankered, and the good long ago eaten out of them, who

had once some tenderness and upright breathings after the

Lord ! but now their silver is become dross, and their wine

mixed with water, so that the very nature and property of

it is changed : the salt having lost its savor, wherewith shall

it be seasoned ? I mention this to thee, that thou mayest

wateh and pray; that thou thyself do not lose thy savor and

sense and tenderness which the Lord at some times kindleth

in thee, by hearkening to the subtle reasonings and sugges

tions of another spirit, either in thyself or others.

This is in the nakedness of my heart, as in the Lord's

sight, and in the truth of friendship towards thee.

I. P.

27th of Ninth Month, 1670.

To WIDOW HEMMINGS.

FRIEND,

Well may there doubts and scruples arise in the minds of

persons concerning prayer, as they come to any sense or

touch of truth from God's Holy Spirit; that duty having

been performed and practised so long from the fleshly
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mind and nature, and not in the leading, will, and compass

of God's Holy Spirit and power. And those who doubt

therein cannot be satisfied, till the Lord open their spirits

and make the thing manifest to them; yet this is most cer

tain that all prayer, all true prayer to God, is in and

from his Holy Spirit ; and whatsoever is otherwise is not

accepted of the Father. The promise, indeed, is to the prayer

in faith, and to the Holy Spirit; but not to the prayer of

the fleshly birth, will, or wisdom. Therefore the great care

and concern in prayer is, that that which is of God pray un

to the Father, in the quickenings and motions of his own

Spirit. For the dead cannot praise God, nor can the dead

truly pray unto him. And truly, in the forbearing praying,

there can be no peace, for we are to pray continually;

nor in praying in a formal way without life, without GodV

Spirit—who gives to pray, and who makes intercession—

can there be any peace within ;—rather accusation and an

guish to that mind, which, desiring to pray aright, yet

knows not how so to do. But it is manifest prayer is not

in the time, will, or power of the creature, for it is a gift of

God, and the ability lodges in his Spirit; it is not ours, but

as given of his Spirit, which, therefore, is to be waited up

on, when it will move and breathe in us, and so give us the

ability of calling upon the Father, and the power of prevail

ing with the Father, in the name, and through the life of

the Son.

Now as to thy queries, I shall answer in plainness, as the

Lord shall please to open my heart.

As to the first: Whenever the creature finds breathings

to the Father from a sense of its wants, these are not to be

stopped, but to be offered up in that from which the breath

ings come. For there is no true sense of one's condition,

or of one's wants, but from the Spirit of the Lord; and the

Lord gives this sense, that the soul might feel its need of

him, and cry to him; and every sigh and groan that is thus

offered up to him is accepted of him, and prevails with him

for good towards that soul, which it shall certainly receive,

as it comes to know the Lamb of God, and follow him in
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the leadings of his good and holy Spirit. And in particular,

it ought to pray for the appearance of God's Spirit and

power; and if it do already taste somewhat of it, it ought to

pray for more of the Spirit, and that it may distinguish the

requests that rise up in the heart, whether they come from

God's Holy Spirit and will, or from the fleshly nature and

will. For the wrong birth also desires the kingdom, and

would have the kingdom, and prays for the kingdom, and

strives for the kingdom ; but it prays amiss, and it strives

amiss, even so as it never shall obtain, the kingdom being

appointed for, and given to, another.

To the second: Those that do not know, nor are sensible

partakers of the Spirit, yet feeling their want thereof, and

true desires after it, ought to offer up those desires to God ;

and keeping in that which begets those desires, they shall

not long be ignorant of God's Spirit, but find that God is

more willing to give it than a parent to give necessary

things to his children. But those that have prayed long for

the Spirit, yet have not hitherto received it, have just cause

to question the nature and ground of their prayers ; since

God is so ready to give the Spirit to his children. For doth

u child ask bread of his father for many years, and not re

ceive it ? Oh, consider this thing ! If the child ask the

Spirit aright, it is impossible but he should receive some

proportion of it from the Father, so much as is necessary to

his present state. God doth require his children to perform

every thing to him in and with hia Spirit, knowing they can

do nothing right without it; and surely he will not require

duties of them, and withhold that from them, without

which, they cannot acceptably perform these duties to him.

To the third : A notion that all the soul's supplies are

from the Father is not a sufficient ground of prayer ; for the

false birth may, and often doth, pray so; but a true feeling

of the thing is a sufficient ground, if the heart and mind

keep within the limits of the feeling, and offer up no more

than what ariseth there ; for truly, that is from the Spirit,

of the Spirit, and in the Spirit, wherever it is found. And

oh! that every one who hath any true sense of God might
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wait on him, to savor this little which ariscth from God, from

[amidst] the multitude of his thoughts, words, and desires,

which are from another root, even from the flesh, and are

of a fleshly nature, neither are of value, nor avail with the

Lord; but the birth of life, the sensible breathings of his

own life, in the poorest and weakest babe, are always of

esteem, and prevail with the Father.

To the fourth: The creature may misapprehend its duty,

may have a wrong sense, apprehending that to be its duty

which is not, and may not apprehend that to be its duty

which is; and so, if the sense be wrong, then the act of

obedience (according to this wrong sense) is wrong also,

and is not accepted with the Father. It is true, prayer is

of God, and is a duty; not all prayer, but prayer after

that manner that the Lord requires, which is in the true

sense, and within the limits of the true Spirit and power—

praying always in the Holy Ghost. The pure prayer, the

pure breathings of God's child, of the true birth, is always

within the limit which God hath prescribe. Therefore

wateh unto prayer, wateh unto God's preparing the heart

by the motion and virtue of his good Spirit, and offer up

the breathings that then arise; and wait to distinguish be

tween the desires which arise from the fleshly part, and

the desires which arise from the spiritual and heavenly

part. For the first nature is earthly ; but the second nat

ure, the nature which is from the second Adam, the quick

ening Spirit, is pure and heavenly; and such are all the

desires and breathings, that spring from that nature in the

vessel. And as thou comest into that nature, and into that

Spirit from which the nature proceeds, thou wilt truly dis

tinguish concerning prayer, concerning faith, concerning

love, and all other spiritual things; and wilt know Him

who is truth and no lie, who deceives not, but preserves

that mind which is given up to him, and abides in him, out

of all error and deceit.

Thou seemest also to be disturbed [about some other du

ties as well as prayer. If the Lord have begun to put a stop

to the workings of flesh in thee, and thou be subject to him



ISAAC PENINGTON. 539

therein, and cease from thine own willings and workings,

and wait on him to be tanght to perform things aright, this

is his love to thee ; and if thou come to feel the leadings of

his Spirit further, and follow him, thou wilt have canse to

bless his name, as many others have, whom in this day he

hath thus led. Indeed, flesh should be silent before him.

Alas ! what room is there for his Spirit and power, when

there is such a multitnde of thoughts, and workings, and

reasonings, such a noise of flesh in many hearts and spirits?

Happy is he who feels flesh silent, who comes to an end of

his own willing and running, though that is a time of great

distress, when the full mind is emptied and brought low;

but then He that shows mercy is near, and the day of mercy

is not far off to that soul.

The Lord raise up that in thee, which is of him; and so

guide and order thy heart, that it may long and cry after

him, and be heard and satisfied by him.

I. P.

28th of Ninth Month, 1670.

To ELIZABETH WALMSLEY.

MY VERY DEAR FRIEND,

Many are the trials, afflictions, and temptations, which

the Lord seeth good to exercise us with, for the purifying

and making us white, that he may honor his name in us

and through us: but this promise stands sure in the seed,

"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." And if our

God be with us and for us, what can prevail against the

work and design of his love and power towards us ;

I am deeply sensible of thy condition, feeling it even in

the tender and melting love of my heart towards thee; and

this word sprang in me to thee, Look not out, but trust in

the Lord, who can make things easier than they seem

likely to be; and will certainly carry his through the hard

est things which he suffers to befall them.

Oh ! the Lord keep all in his pure innocency, out of the
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earthly, contriving wisdom, which saith, Save thyself, avoid

this dreadful brunt, this stroke of the cross ; which it is

easy to hearken to, if the mind be not kept to that eye

and that wisdom, which discovers the tempter, and instruct-

eth the bird to escape his snare.

My dear love is to thee, and to all faithful Friends. The

Lord keep you from hearkening to the enemy, and make

you faithful to him, in the pure innocency and heavenly

wisdom which is of him ; for truth trinmphs over deceit,

and the life of the Lamb on the cross, reigus and triumphs

over death : glory to Him who hath overcome in his per

son, and who teacheth us to overcome, through faith in his

power,—and from the overflowings of the conquering life

in our hearts, which first brings down that which is con

trary to truth, and then reigns in the truth.

Thy friend in the love which never dies, and in the truth

which changes not,

I. P.

Catsgrove,

14th of Tenth Month, 1670.

To ELIZABETH STONAR.

DEAR FRIEND,

I am sensible that the Lord hath visited thee with his

power, reaching to thy heart in the demonstration of his

own Spirit, and that thy heart hath answered, and said in

the inward of thy soul, It is God's truth indeed. Now so

far as God hath reached to thee, so far it behooves thee to

confess him, his truth, and people before men, and to give

up in obedience and subjection of spirit to the Lord. And

if thou say in the simplicity of thy heart, to any that have

any tenderness, Thus it is with me; I believe from my

heart this or this is of God; what shall I do? shall I give

up in obedience thereto, or shall I disobey the Lord, grieve

his Spirit, and wound my own soul? This will reach that

which is of God in any; and this will wound and trouble

that which is not of God.
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The Lord guide thue, and pity thee, and help theo in thy

straits, and doubts, and fears, ami troubles, both in refer

ence to tin-self and mother. God is my witness, whom I

serve in my spirit, in the gospel of his Sou, that I have not

sought myself, but your good; and that not of myself

either, but in the'leadings and drawings of his Holy Spirit.

And I gave thy husband a warning, in true and tender

love; though I knew well enough bow hard it would In

to his spirit in its present state, and what a bitter enemy ho

might become to me for telling him the truth. I did it not

unadvisedly, but in the weight of my spirit before the Lord ;

and I heartily wish that he were not deceived in heart con

cerning his own state, but truly knew it as it is.

Thy soul's true and sincere-hearted friend,

I. P.

POSTSCRIPT.

There is light, which enlightens the soul, or it remains

in darkness: "Ye were darkness," said the apostle, "but

now are ye light in the Lord." Now no man can become

light in the Lord, unless his nature and spirit be renewed,

and changed out of darkness into light. Now the question

is, what this light is, and where it is to be met with. Are

the Scriptures, then, this light? or do they testify of this

light? If they testify of this light, then, the light is to be

come to, and the soul to be enlightened by it. And he

that comes to this light, and is enlightened by it, and walks

in the pure shiliings thereof, he becomes a child of light:

but he that is not enlightened and changed by it, is yet H

child of darkness, notwithstanding whatsoever he learns,

professeth, or practiscth, by imitation from the Scriptures.

This is a weighty matter.

Oh come! be not wedded to your own ways, nor preju

diced against what God hath taught others; but let things

be fairly scanned, that all things may be proved, and that

which is good held fast; for truth will jaot lose ground by

Vol. II.— 46
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1 icing tried; but darkness is afraid of the light, because it

has a secret sense that it cannot stand before it.

I. P.

JGih of Twelfth Month, 1G7<X

To

THE enemy kindles a great distress in the mind, by stir

ring up an earnest desire, and a sense of a seeming neces

sity to knoic. When a motion ariseth, how shall I do, to

know whether it he of God or no? For if it he of God, it

ought to he oheyed; and if it be not of God, it ought to be

resisted; but what shall I do, who cannot tell what it is'r

! must of necessity fall, either into disobedience to God's

.s[iirit, or into the snares of the enemy. Thus the enemy

raiseth up a strength in the reasoning part, even unanswer

able there. But what if it were better for thee, at present,

to be darkened about these things, than as yet to know?

Can that possibly be? will the strong reason readily sav.

Yes, that it may, in many respects. There is somewhat

else would live and be acting in thee, if the clear and heav

enly knowledge were given; and thou wouldst be centring

in self, that which thou receivedst from God; yea, thou

wouldst miss of the way of true knowledge, and never learn

in every state to be content, nor know the pure way and

actings of life in such a state. Truly, this is not the way

of the child's knowing; but the child knows, in resignation

and subjection of its very knowledge; and if there appear

ever so great a necessity of knowledge, and yet knowledge

be not given, it sinks in fear and humility, into the will of

the pure seed; and there somewhat springs up (unknown

to the natural wisdom, and not in the way of man's wis

dom), which at seasons preserves and bears it up in such a

state. But this is a great mystery; yet sensibly experi

enced by the true travellers at this day.

Therefore retire out of all necessities, according to the

apprehension of the reasoning mind; and judge that only
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necessary, which God, in his eternal wisdom and love, pro

portions out unto us. And when thou eomest hither, thon

wilt come to thy rest; and as thou abidest here, thon wilt

abide in thy soul's true rest, and know the precionsness tif

that lesson, and of whom thou ail to learn it, even in ettry

to be content.

To

WHAT is Panl? what is Apollo*? or what is Cephas? It

is one and the same pure lite and word of power which

springs in all the holy brethren, whom God hath sanctified

and prepared to give forth the sound of his holy trumpet.

It is the Lord himself who gives forth the true and certain

sound: great is the company of those whom he hath chosen

and sent forth to publish it; none of whom can be despised

in their message, without despising Him that sent them;.

lor he sends forth the least and weakest, as well as the

greatest.

" Oh, take heed of that nature and spirit in thee which de

sires and seeks after a sign ! It is the evil and adulterous

generation which seeks after a sign. But wait to meet with

.that inwardly, which changeth the heart, and renews the

mind to God; which teacheth to love the Lord God with

all the heart, soul, mind, and spirit, that so true life from

and in him may be witnessed. And as for being «.s one of iu-,

.thou must be formed so by the Lord, by being inwardly

changed and renewed by the Spirit and power of the Lord,

ere thou canst witness true unity with us. If thou feel the

principle of truth -in thy own heart, and in that know and

own us, and so comc among us, and join to us in the truth,

and keep faithful to the principle, thou wilt never be in

danger of leaving ns, as they that depart from the principle

in their own hearts may soon and easily do.
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To

FRIEND,

Hearken to a word of advice which is in my heart to thee ;

it may be of great use to thee, if the Lord open thy spirit,

and cause it to sink in. It is this:—

Wait on the Lord, that thou mayst, from him, feel the

right limit to the mind in reading the Scriptures; for

the mind of man is busy and active, willing to he running

beyond its bounds, guessing at the meaning of God's Spirit,

and imagining of itself, unless the Lord limit it. Therefore

read in fear, and wait understandingly to distinguish be

tween God's opening to thee words concerning the king

dom, and the things of the kingdom, and thy own appre

hensions about them; that the one may be always cast by.

and the other always embraced by thee. And always wait

God's season: 'do not presume to understand a thing, before

he glee thee the understanding of it: and know also, that hi-

alone is able to preserve the true sense and knowledge in

thee ; that thou mayst live dependency upon him for thy

knowledge, and never "lean to thy own understanding."

Little dost thou know what it hath cost us, to have our own

understanding and wisdom broken down; and how demon

stratively by this Spirit the Lord opens scriptures to us (yea, ,

the things themselves, which the Scriptures speak of), ever

since he hath taught us to deny our. own understanding,

and to lean upon his Spirit and wisdom.

The Lord guide thee by his certain, infallible Spirit, into

the certain, infallible, everlasting way of life, that by thr

shiliings of his light, Spirit, and power in thee, thou mavft

see light, and enjoy life. For if thou didst certainly and in

fallibly understand all the words, descriptions, and testimo

nies concerning the thing in the Scriptures; yet it is one

thing to understand words, testimonies, and descriptions;

and it is another matter to understand, know, enjoy, possess,

and live in that which the words relate to, describe, and

bear witness of.

And friend, if thou wilt be an inward Jew, and know and
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understand the laws of life, the laws of the new covenant,

thtm must read them in those tables, where God writes

them in and by the new covenant. Indeed, by reading in

the letter, thou mayst read testimonies concerning the Spir

it and his ministration; but thou must read in the Spirit, if

ever thou come rightly to understand the letter. And

the end of words is to bring men to the knowledge of

things, beyond what words can utter. So learu of the

Lord to make a right use of the Scriptures, which is by es

teeming them in their place, and prizing that above them,

which is above them. The "eternal life," the Spirit, the

power, the fountain of living waters, the everlasting, pure

well, is above the words concerning it. This, the believer is

to witness in himself, and to draw water with joy out of it.

i. r.

To THB FRIEND OF FRANCIS FINES.

f

FRIEND,

After some deep exercise of spirit concerning thee, under

great grief of heart for thee, I felt a constraint of love, forc

ing these following considerations from me, to lay before

thee.

As for William Peim, thou didst not make mention of

him to me in thy former letter. And as to thy charge upon

him, that he denies the "Trinity," redemption by Christ's

blood, and imputed righteousness, thon mayst read his

apology touching those things, which it is just thou shouldst

seriously weigh, as in God's sight; and then perhaps thou

wilt not so resolutely charge him as now thou dost.

Christ is made unto us righteousness, by faith in his

blood, and by faith in his Spirit; and he that doth not be

lieve in his Spirit, and receives not instruction and help

from his Spirit to believe, cannot believe aright in his

blood. All that is of Christ is righteous; all that is of

Christ, the righteous and holy root, is righteous and holv,

wherever it \s found. And by Christ, that which is trulv

46*
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holy and righteous is brought up in us, aml we forgiven

aml washed from our sins and iniquities for his name's sake.

And the receiving of the pardon of sins is precious, and the

bringing forth in the new life is precious also.

I um satisfied in God's Spirit, that that which I have

written in the last I sent to thee, is the sum and substance

of true religion ; the sum and substance whereof doth not

stand in getting a notion of Christ's righteousness, but in

feeling the power of the endless life, receiving the power,

and being changed by the power. And where Christ is,

there is his righteousness. He that hath the Son hath life

and righteousness; but he that hath not^ the Son hath not

life nor righteousness. And where Christ is not, there is

not his righteousness; but only a notion thereof, from ap

prehensions formal out of the Scriptures by man's wisdom,

which should be destroyed. I would not have thy knowl

edge here, nor thy standing here, nor thy faith here; but

in the truth and life itself.'

Christ was anointed aud sent of God, a Saviour, to de

stroy the works of the devil, to break down all rule and au

thority contrary to God in man ; for his work is in the heart.

There he quickens, there he raiseth, there he brings into

death that which is to die, raising the seed immortal, and

bringing the creature into subjection to it. Now, to feel

the power that doth this, and to feel this wrought by the

power, this is far beyond all talk about justification and

righteousness. Hither would I have thee come, out of the

talk, olit of the outwardness of knowledge, into the thing

itself, and into the triteness of the new and living knowl

edge, which is witnessed here.

There is a power in Christ to mortify and overcome sin

in the very root; it is not however overcome, but in the re

vealing of this power; nor is the soul justified, but in ami

by the working of this power. So that justification is not

the first thing, but the power of life, in and through which

(revealed in Christ) the soul is both justified and sanctified,

through the working of the faith, which is from the power.

And here salvation is felt nigh indeed, to those that truly
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fear the Lord; aml glory dwells in the land which he hath

redeemed. There, mercy and truth do indeed meet to

gether, and righteousness and peace kiss each other. Yea,

truth, there, springs out of the earth, and righteousness

looks down from heaven, &c. And here, the heavenlv place

in Christ is sat down in, towards which is the travel of the

disciple. For snith Christ to his disciples, "I go to prepare

a place," and " I will come again," and translate yon thither.

But the disciples do not come to this place hefore their

travel, or hefore any works of righteousness which God

hath wrought in them.

Therefore he that will be justified hy Him must abide in

the faith, where the justification is. The Father justifies

what is of his own life in the tfon, and the 801i in his life;

and the Son justifies what is of the Father in us (what is of

the Father's nature, the Father's spirit, the Father's life),

and justifies us from that, by his blood, from which we can

not otherwise be justified. Oh,' how precious it is, to see

and feel this in the true light, where the blood of Christ

cleanseth from all sin! Here is no covenant for us of our

selves to perform; but the true self-denial is witnessed,

•wherein the covenant is performed; and Christ the life,

Christ the power, Christ the righteousness and wisdom- of

Hod, working all in us; and we gathered into him, and liv

ing and working in him, by the faith which is of him. And

here is free-will indeed, even of the will which was bound

and captivated before. And here is the eleetion known,

which obtains; and the obedience, and sufferings of Christ, not

looked upon as superflnous, but highly prized, and looked

upon as of inestimable value.

Do we cry up works against the workman ? man's grace

and righteousness against God's? conformity to Christ

against Christ? or make a Christ, a righteousness, a Sav

iour of our conformity? Oh! how wilt thou do, when

God shall plead with thee for these things? Also that

charge of thine on us, that we deny the person of Christ,

and make him nothing but a light or notion, a principle in

the heart of man, is very unjust and untrue; for we own
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that appearance of him in his body of flesh, his sufferings

and death, and his sitting at the Father's right hand in

glory: but then we affirm, that there is no true knowledge

of him, or union with him, but in the seed or principle of

his life in the heart; and that therein he appears, subdues

sin, and reigns over it, in those that understand and submit

to the teaching and government of his Spirit.

But we cannot set the manhood above the life, and make

that the main or chief in the work of redemption, and the

life and Spirit of his Godhead but supporting, enabling, and

carrying him up in that great undertaking.

Consider, I pray thee, if what thou sayest be not contrary

to the Scriptures? Was the work laid by the Father upon

the manhood, or upon the .S'oM, who, in the life Snd by tla-

life, was "mighty to save"? Who took up the manhoai'l

"Was it not the 8ont "Lo! I come," saith he, "a body hast

thou prepared inc." And was it not lie, that laid down his

glory, and made himself of no reputation, but came in the

form of a, servant (took upon him man's nature)—did not

he do the work in man's nature? J)id not the eternal Spirit

sanctify the body in the womb? Did not the eternal Power

act in him all along? Yea, did not the eternal Spirit offer

lhe body to God as a sacrifice? For the manhood would

tain have avoided the cup ("Father, if it be possible, let thft

cup pass from me ! "), but the Spirit taught him to be subject

.to the will of the Father herein. So that his giving up to

death was rather to be attributed to his eternal Spirit than

to his manhood; for that was the chief in the work, and not

merely assistant to him. And doth not Christ confess as

much to his Father, when he saith, "I have glorified thee

on the earth, I have finished the work which thon gavest

me to do; and now, O Father! glorify thou me with \\\\

own self, with the glory which I had with thee before the

world was." Though we are willing to honor the manhood

of Christ, with the honor which the Father hath honored it

with; yet we cannot honor it in the first place, and attribute

redemption to it in the first place, making the Spirit and

life of God but supporting, assisting, and carrying on there
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in. For "God was in Christ," and it was his power, life,

and virtue did nil in him, as it is a. measure of the same life

which doth all in us; in which measure we partake of his

tloath, and not only so, but also of his life and resurrection.

For he is "the resurrection and the life," (which wo cannot

deny) and if by his death we be reconciled to God, "much

more shall we IK; saved by his life." And if righteousness

be revealed in us, imputed to us, and we partake of it, as wo

come into his death; much more shall we partake of it, as

we come into his life.

It is precious indeed to hear of Christ without; hut it is

more precious to feel him within; where the wisdom Of our

Solomon, his love, his riches, his treasures of life, nnd the

glory of his kingdom, and order of his family, and food of

bis children and of his servants, are witnessed and revealed

on his holy mountain ; where he makes the feast of fat

things to his, where the bread and wine of the kingdom is

eaten and drunk abundantly, and the streams of the river of

bis own pleasures water his garden and refresh his heritage.

I have looked over all the scriptures qnoted by thee, and

lind not one of them proving the thing thou assertest ; that

is, attributing redemption properly to the manhood, and

consequently improperly, in the second place, only us an

assistant, to the Spirit and life of the Godhead. But if thou

wouldst rightly distinguish, it were more proper to make

the Word (or Life, which was in the beginning) the agent,

which did all; and that body which the Father prepared

and sanctified, the form of a servant or garment, in and

through which the life, being clothed with it, did act. Now.

the Jews did disdain Christ, as a man, in that his low ap

pearance: therefore is the glory still given to "the man

Christ Jesus;" but not to take the honor from the Son.

who was God, and who saved by his Godhead, by the life,

virtue, and power thereof. "I, even I, am the Lord," saith

Jehovah, "and beside me there is no Saviour." The Word

eternal, which made all, redeemeth all that are redeemed:

that body of flesh was that wherein he appeared. And so

what he did in it was attributed to his manhood (and the
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man Christ Jesna did all that is attributed to him in the

Scriptures), but not in the first place:—thus I speak for thy

sake, and sometimes, upon necessity, to help to scatter the

darkness which is seated in men's minds in this particular,

which is very gross; many men having heaped unto them

selves dark mountains, from their own imaginings and

conceivings, upon which they stumble: and so reading the

Scriptures out of the pure life wherein they were written,

they gather not the true food, but food of their own imagin

ing and inventing therefrom ; and so their table becomes

their snare.

And whereas thou chargest us with making Christ only

a pattern, not a Saviour;—indeed, it is not so in God's sight;

for we own Christ to be a Saviour: but we lay the main

stress upon the life, which took upon it the manhood. And

that life, wherever it appears, is of a saving nature, and

doth save: the least measure of it is of the nature of the

rook, and he proves a rock to them that feel him, and

whose minds are staid upon him. Yet none, in the measure

of this life, can deny the appearance of the fulness of life in

that body of flesh, and what he did therein towards the re

demption and salvation of mankind.

0 pure, spotless Lamb of God! how precious was thy

sacrifice in the eye of the Father! how acceptable a ransom

for all mankind ! For in the free, full, and universal love

of the Father, "he tasted death for every man."

» I. P.

To THE LADY COXWAY.

DEAR FRIEND,

As I was lately retired in spirit and waiting upon the

Lord, having a sense on me of thy long, sore, and deep

affliction and distress; there arose a scripture in my heart

to lay before thee ; namely, lleb. xii. 5, 6, 7. which, I en

treat thee, to call for a Bible and hear read, before thon

proccedest to what follows.
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O my friend! after it hath pleased the Lord in tender

mercy to visit us, and turn our minds from the world and

ourselves towards him, and to beget and nourish that which

is pure and living, of himself, in us; yet notwithstanding

this, there remains somewhat at first, yea, and perhaps for

a long time, which is to be searched out by the light of the

Lord, and brought down and subdued by his afflicting hand.

When there is, indeed, somewhat of a holy will formed in

the day of God's power; and the soul, in some measure,

begotten and brought forth to live to God, in the heavenly

wisdom; yet all the earthly will and wisdom is not there

by presently removed; but there are hidden things, of the

old nature and spirit, still remaining; which, perhaps, ap

pear not, but sink inward into their root, that they may

save their life ; which man cannot possibly find out in his

own heart, but as the Lord reveals them to him. But how

doth the Lord find them out? Oh consider! his "fire is in

Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem." By his casting into

the furnace of affliction, the fire searcheth. The deep, sore,

distressing affliction, which rends and tears the very in

wards, finds out both the seed and the chaff, purifying the

pure gold and consuming the dross; and then, at length,

the quiet state is witnessed, and the quiet fruit of righteous

ness brought forth, by the searching and consuming nature

and operation of the fire. Oh that thy soul may be tried

unto victory over all that is not of the pure life in thee!

and that thou mayest wait to 1'eel the pure seed, t^- measure

of life in thee, and die into the seed, feeling death unto all

that is not of the seed in thee ! and that thou mayest feel

life, healing, refreshment, support, and comfort from the

God of thy life, in the seed;—and nowhere else, nor at any

time, but as the Lord pleaseth to administer it to thee

there. Oh! the Lord guide thee daily, and keep thy mind

to him; at least, looking towards the holy place of the

springing of his life and power in thy heart. Look unto

him. Help, pity, salvation, will arise in his due time; but

it will notarise from anything thou canst do or think; and

faith will spring, and patience be given, and hope in the
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tender "Father of mercy, and a meek and quiet spirit will

he witnessed; and the Lamb's nature springing up and

opening in thee, from his precious seed, which will excel

in nature, kind, degree, and virtue, all the faith, patience,

hope, meekness, &c., which thou, or any else, otherwise can

attain unto. Oh ! look not at thy pain or sorrow, how

great soever; but look from them, look off them, look be

yond them, to the Deliverer! whose power is over them,

and whose loving, wise, and tender Spirit is able to do

thee good by them. And if the oitficunl afflictions work

out an exceeding weight of glory, oh what shall the rmrurd

do for those, who are humbly, brokenly, and faithfully ex

ercised before the Lord by them ! Oh ! wait to feel the

seed, and the cry of thy soul in the breathing life of the

seed, to its Father, with its sweet, kindly, and natural sub

jection to him. And wait for the risings of the power in

thy heart, in the Father's seasons, and for faith in the

power; that thou mayst feel inward healing, of all the in

ward wounds which the Lord makes in thy soul, through

his love to thee for thy good.

If thou wilt receive the kingdom that cannot be shaken,

thou must wait to have that discovered in thee, which may

be shaken; and the Lord arising terribly to shake the

earth, and it removed out of its place as a cottage, and the

heavens also rolled up like a scroll. And while the Lord

is doing this, he will be hiding thee in the hollow of his

hand (thjymind still retiring to the seed), and will, in these

troublesome and dismal times, inwardly be forming the new

heavens and the new earth, wherein, when they are brought

forth and established, dwells righteousness. The Lord

lead thee, day by day, in the right way, and keep thy mind

staid upon him, in whatever befalls thee; that the belief

of his love and hope in his mercy, when thou art at the

lowest ebb, may keep up thy head above the billows; and

that thou mayst go on in the disciple's state, learning right

eousness and holiness of Him, who teacheth to deny and

put off unholiness and unrighteousness, and to know, em
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brace and put on newness of life, and the holiness and

righteousness thereof.

The Lord God of my life be with thee, preserving and

ordering thy heart for thc great day of his love and mercy;

which will come in the appointed season, when the heart

is fully exercised and fitted by the Lord for it, and will not

tarry.

I. P.

To

DEAR FRIEND,

Thy condition cannot but be weak and dark, until the light

of life arise in thee, and the power of the Lord overcome

and subdue the power of darkness, which strives to keep

the seed of life in the grave and bonds of death.

It is the Lord's mercy, to give thee breathings after life,

and cries unto him against that which oppresseth thee; and

happy wilt thou be, when he shall fill thy soul with that

which he hath given thee to breathe after. Only let thy

heart wait for strength to trust him with the season; for

his long tarrying is thy salvation, and the destruction of

those enemies, which, while any strength remains in them,

will never suffer thee and thy God to dwell uninterruptedly

together. Therefore they must needs die, and He who

hath the power to kill them, knows the way; which, to the

appearing of thy sense, will be as if he meant to kill the

life of thy soul, and not of them. But lie still -under his

hand, and be content to be unable to judge concerning his

ways and workings in thy heart; and thou shalt at times

feel an inward leaven of life from his Holy Spirit, whereby

he will change and transform thy spirit into his likeness,

in some measure, for the present. And though it be

quickly gone again, and the whole land so overspread with

enemies, that there is no sight of redemption or the Re

deemer left, but the soul in a worse condition than before:

yet be not troubled: for if troubles abound, and there be

tossing, and storms, and tempests, and no peace, nor any

thing visible left to support; yet lie still, and sink beneath,

Vol. II.— 47
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till a secret hope stir, which will stay the heart in the midst

of all these, until the Lord administer comfort, who knows

how and what relief to give to the weary traveller, that

knows not where it is, nor which way to look, nor where to

expect a path.

How shall I speak to thee, how shall I mourn over thee?

Oh that thou mayest be upheld to the day of God's mercy

to thy soul ! and he gathered, out of all such knowledge, as

thou canst comprehend or contain in what is natural, into

the feeling of life; that thou mayest know the difference,

between living upon somewhat received from God, and

having God live with thee, and administer life to thee at

his pleasure; thou being kept in the nothingness, empti

ness, poverty, and perfect resignation of spirit.

This counsel is to thee, through a poor, weak vessel,

I. P.

To

WHO is able to undergo the crosses and afflictions, either

inward or outward, which befall those, whom God draws

out of the spirit of this world and path of destruction, into

the way of eternal rest and peace? Yet the Lord is able

to uphold that which feels its weakness, and daily waits 011

him for support under the heaviness of the cross.

I know, dear heart, thy outward trials cannot but be

sharp and bitter ; and I know also, that the Lord is able to sus

tain thee under them, and cause thee to stand thy ground;

that thou give not advantage to that spirit, which hereby

would draw from the Lord, and from the way of life and

happiness. Oh that thou couldst dwell in the knowledge

and sense of this! even that the Lord beholds thy suffer

ings with an eye of pity; and is able not only to uphold

thee under them, but also to do thee good by them ; aud to

bring forth that life and wisdom in thee by means thereof,

to which he will give dominion over that spirit which

grieves and afflicts thee, in his due season. Therefore
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grieve not at thy lot, be not discontented, look not out at

the hardness of thy condition ; but when the storm and

matters of vexation are sharp, look up to him who can give

meekness and patience, can lift up thy head over all, and

canse thy life to grow and be a gainer by all. If the Lord

God did not help us by his mighty arm, how often should

we fall and perish! and if the Lord God help thee propor

tionally to thy condition of affliction and distress, thon

wilt have no cause to complain, but to bless his name. He

is exceedingly good, and gracious, and tender-hearted, and

doth not despise the afflictions of the afflicted, for .his

name's sake, in any kind.

This is in tender love towards thee, with breathings to

my Father, that his pleasant plant may not be crushed in

thee, by the foot of pride and violence; but may overgrow

it, and flourish the more becanse of it.

From thy truly loving friend in the truth, and for the

truth's sake,

I. P.

To

IT is of the infinite mercy and compassion of the Lord,

that his pure love visiteth any of us ; and it is by the pres

ervation thereof alone, that we stand. If He leave us at

any time, but one moment, what are we? and who is there

that provoketh Him not to depart? Let him throw the

first stone at him that falls.

In the truth itself, in the living power and virtue, there

is no offeifbe; but that part which is not pert'cctly redeemed,

hath still matter for the temptation to work upon, and

may be ttiken in the snare. Let him that stands, take heed

lest he fall ; and in the bowels of pity, mourn over and wait

for the restoring of him that is fallen. That which is so

apt to be offended, is the same with that which falls. Oh !

do not reason in the high-mindedness, against any that

turn aside from the pure Guide; but fear, lest the unbeliev

ing and fleshly-wise part get up in thee also. Oh know the
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weakness of the creature in the withdrawing of the life '.

and the strength of the enemy in that hour! and the free

grace and mercy which alone can preserve! and thou wilt

rather wonder that any stand, than that some. fall.

When the pure springs of life open in the heart, immedi

ately the enemy wateheth his opportunity to get entrance ;

and many times finds entrance soon after—the soul little

fearing or suspecting him, having lately felt such mighty.

unconquerable strength; and yet, how often then doth he

get in, and smite the life down to the ground! and what

may he not do with the creature, unless the Lord gra

ciously help !

Oh! great is the mystery of godliness, the way of life

narrow, the travel to the land of rest long, hard, and sharp :

it is easy miscarrying, it is easy stepping aside at any time;

it is easy losing the Lord's glorious presence; unless tho

defence about it, by his Almighty arm, be kept up. There

is a time for the Lord's taking down the fence from his

own vineyard, becanse of transgression, and then the wild

boar may easily break in. Ah ! who tastes not of this in

some measure? and what hinders, that he taste not of it in

a greater measure ?

Ah! turn in from the fleshly wisdom and reasonings,

unto the pure river of life itself; and wait there, to have

that jndged which hath taken offence; lest, if it grow

stronger in thee, it draw thee from the life, which alone is

able to preserve thee; and so thou also fall.

This is in dear love to thee: retire from that part which

looketh out, and feel the inward virtue of that which can

restore and preserve thee. •

I. P.

To WIDOW HEMMINHS,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

Whom I have always truly and faithfully loved as in the

sight of the Lord, and to whom my love in the Lord still

continues.
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Since I heard of thy illness and weakness, by M. S.,

whom I desired to visit thee, I have had an earnest desire

to see thee; and have been considering how to effect it,

but cannot with any convenience at present, as my friend

T. E., the bearer hereof, can further inform thee. But the

desires of my heart to the God of my life are, that he

would give thee a visit in his tender pity, and guide and

help thee to stay thy mind 'upon himself, in his most pre

cious truth; of which he hath not only given thee a taste,

but, many times, a full sense and experience.

0 my dear friend ! that nothing might come between thy

soul and God'a truth; that thy comfort, peace, and joy

might be full, and that thou mightst lay down thy head

quietly in the bosom of Him who loves thee, and accepts

the sincere desires of thy heart towards him; as I have al

ways told thee, and as is still true concerning thee. Mind

not temptations nor accusations, nor the many noises the

enemy will make in thee and against thee, to the Lord ;

but wait to foel truth and Hie springing in thy heart from

the holy well, and to hear the still voice of the Spirit of the

Lord; and he will testify his love to thee, and speak peace.

Oh! the tender bowels of my heavenly Father relieve

thee; and gather thee. inwardly in thither, and preserve

thee there, where the enemy cannot break in upon thee.

Look not upon thy sins, even since thou hast known

the truth, wherein thou mightest have met with strength

against and preservation from sin, and have been in some

measure blessed by the Lord; but wait to feel somewhat

inwardly, wherein God appears and breathes, and gathers,

and receives, and eases of the loads, fears, doubts, troub

les, temptations, and accusations, £c. ; and the Lord God

of my life and tender mercies, which he hath made sure to

my soul in the everlasting covenant, give thee solid peace

and consolation in the Son of his love, through the measure

of his grace and truth springing in thy heart, and staying

thy mind upon him.

Oh ! feel the seed, and the faith which springs from the

47*
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seed, which gives victory over the enemy, and all his mys

terious workings in the heart.

Thy friend, in the truest and most sincere love,

I. I'.

To CATHERINE PORDAGE.

FRIEND,

In truth of heart and tender love to thee, it is with me

to return answers to the chief passages of thy letter, as

briefly as I may.

It hath not been my work, to bring thee out of esteem or

into esteem of persons. The Lord guide thee into true

judgment, and keep thee out of judging, except so far as

that is raised in thee, which the Lord maketh able to judge.

Uut I have known several, who have spoken most glori

ously and ravishingly, as to the Scriptures, opening things

even to admiration, who have. been out of the mystery of

truth; and who have sparkled with the light and lite of n

wrong spirit, though they themselves knew it not to be so.

It is better with him who feels his unwillingness, and

waits to be made willing by the Lord, than with him who

thinks he is willing, and, upon his own search, fiuds and

judges himself to be so. I have thought I had been willing

in several cases; and that, if the Lord would have showed

'me his will, I should have obeyed; which I found to be

otherwise, when the Lord came to lay the law of his Spirit

and life upon me. This I am sure of; there is that in thee,

which is not willing to be impoverished, and I cannot say

concerning thee, as in God's sight, that thou art yet separ

ated from it. Now, while it is in thee, it will be working

in a mystery of deccivableness, hidden from thy heart,

which thou canst not possibly discern, but as the seed is

raised, and the pure light shines in thee. Thou mayest

easily think better of thyself than indeed it is with thee;

but it is hard for thee, in this thy present state, to know

what and how thou art in the sight of the Lord.

Thou shalt know the tenderness and melting compassion
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of the Lord, when that is broken down in thee, towards

which his tenderness w not, and that raised up in thee and

thy mind joined to it, towards which his tenderness is; but

great and subtle workings are there in thy mind, from the

enemy, against God's truth, which thou dost not discern

and eschew, but rather embrace, as if they were true and

precious. If that tenderness were ministered to thee, either

from God immediately, or from ns, which thou expectest

and desirest (perhaps thinking thy state is wronged in not

being so dealt with), it might soon destroy thee, and that

for ever.

Thus, in great plainness, have I written to thee, and be

seech thee to be willing, or rather to look up to the Lord

to make thee willing, tu have the wound kept open in thee,

which the condition and state of thy soul needs; that it

may be thoroughly searched, and that which is for judg

ment judged and destroyed; and so thy soul everlastingly

saved by the everlasting Physician, who is wise and skilful

in ministering both judgment and mercy to every one, ac

cording to their need.

Thy friend in true, faithful, and unfeigned love and ten

derness,

I. 1'.

^Oth of Tirst Month, 1G71.

To CATHERINE PORDAQE.

FRIEND,

I observed yesterday, that thou didst own the light to be

the principle of life; and that thou didst affirm, that those

people with whom thou walkedst also owned it and directed

to it. Now, it is one thing to own the principle in judg

ment; another thing to know it, feel its guidance, and be

subject to it. It is a good step to own it in the comprehen

sion, from the testimony without; but yet they that go so

far may never come truly to know and own the thing itself.

Now, nothing redeems, or can preserve, but the light and

life itself. Therefore, how to meet with the thing itself,
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and be changed by it into its own nature, and therein to be

lieve, know, will, understand, and judge,—that is a skill

which none can learn, but those that are taught of God, and

keep close to the foundation, not rising in the high eleva

tions above it. Ah, the humility of the seed, and of that

soul that is one with the seed! Ah, how low it lies, and

how weighty its sense and operations are, and how pure

and infallible is its judgment! The great danger is, in ris

ing up above the thing itself, which whoso doth, miscarri-

i'th, whatever he hiith formerly known or enjoyed.

There now springs up in my mind a state since Adam,

which I would have thee seriously consider of; and then

tell me, if thou hast known or heard of such another. It is

recorded in Ezekiel, 28th chapter, of one that was "perfect

in wisdom and beauty." In what wisdom ; in what beauty?

Let thy soul, if it hath understanding, answer. For be had

"been in Eden, the garden of God," (what! had any been

so since Adam?) "and had every precious stone for his cov

ering." What a glorious temple then was he! yea, and he

was created (by what creation?) unto this state. Yea, he

was "the anointed cherub that covereth," and God had "set

him so." (What is it to be the anointed, covering cherub,

and to be so set by God?) He was also "upon the holy

mountain of God," and "walked up and down in the midst

of the stones of fire." Yea, suith the Spirit of God further

concerning him, "Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the

day thou wast created." Yet after all this, "iniquity was

found in" him, and the hand of the Lord turned against

him. Answer me now; was this a state of mixture, or no?

And if so perfect a state was liable to this, what is a state

of mixture liable to?

Ah ! many have had some touches of the light, some true

appearances thereof, and tastes of the glory ; but who hath

been so united to the light, as to keep out of all that cor-

rupteth? There is somewhat still lives near, that would

fain be mixing with it, and drawing higher than the pure

light of life and truth; but this leads out of the way, above

the pure, the true, the innocent, the simple: and then there
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is a making haste to be rich and glorious, and a departing

i'rom that poverty of spirit, wherein is the safety and pres

ervation. IIow have some that have comc among us, here

split themselves by aspiring! Ah, .what a foolish thing ir

is, to be found singing, before dominion is witnessed, and

victory over that which cuptivateth: such songs will end in

desolation, anguish, and confusion; for thereby the lust of

the mind goes forth, and that is fed, which keeps from the

victory and the dominion. It is better to know the old

bottle emptied, yea, broken, than filled with new wine.

And how many have taken themselves to be new made,

who, when the Spirit of the Lord hath come to search them

by his pure, eternal light, have been found and are found

in the old nature and spirit !

Come, live no more,, know no more of thyself; but wait

to feel the pure seed raised to live and know in thee, and

to feel its light enlightening thee, and creating a new ca

pacity in thee; and that will give thee to bear the pain of

dying, and taking up the cross, which will really slay every

life, appearance, and power that is not of its own nature.

Thou hast formerly taken up crosses in a way of wisdom.

and according to a comprehensive knowledge and jndg

ment; come, now, learn to take up the seed's cross in the

true foolishness. For there is not another thing that gives

life, than the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, which truly

and really slays; and to that which can discern and take up

this cross, and live and walk under it, the yoke is easy and

the burden light. But that must first be brought under

and destroyed which counteth it hard, before it can be felt

and owned to be so. If thou couldst come out of thy own

wisdom and consideration of things, into the simplicity of

the seed, thou wouldst soon recover thy lost ground again ;

and see how the enemy, with his subtlety, hath gained upon

thee, and into what great danger he hath brought thy soul.

The Lord searcheth and trieth the heart, and that is the

true state thereof, which his light discovereth. That is not

the state, which the mind out of the light apprehendeth it

to be, as we have often had experience of in ourselves.
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Therefore, be still; justify not thyself, nor condemn the

judgment of others, till tho Lord make things manifest to

thee. If it then prove better with thee than others have

said, that will be thy' advantage ; but if thou then prove

mistaken, and the judgment, which thou in thy heart hast

condemned, should stand, it will be thy great loss and dis

advantage.

This is in love and true friendship to thy soul, in a deeper

sight of thee and sense concerning thee than thou art

aware of.

I. P.

2Gth of Third Month, 1671.

To NATIIANIEL STOXAR.

IT is a dangerous thing to resist God's Spirit; and yet

very easy for a man so to do, who hath not received a true

understanding from the Lord, nor is acquainted with the

leadings and outgoings of Him, who is pure. He that is

tender and truly sensible may discern when he resisteth.

when he queucheth, or when he grieveth the Spirit of the

Lord; but he that is not -truly enlightened, nor in the true

sense, cannot do so. The Scribes and Pharisees, who were

interpreters of the law, and very strict in outward observa

tions and ordinances, &c., who blamed their fathers for kill

ing the prophets, and said, if they had been in the days of

the prophets, they would not have dealt so with them as

their fathers did: yet, concerning these, said Stephen, "Ye

stiff-necked, and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do al

so resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye."

For, till the stiff will and stiff wisdom be brought down in

a man, he cannot but resist God's Spirit, and fight for his

notions and practices, according to his apprehensions of the

letter, against the testimony of God's spirit and power.

Paul, who walked, according to the letter of the law,

blameless, yet resisted the Spirit which gave forth the law.

He must know the Spirit, receive the Spirit, live in the

Spirit, walk in the Spirit, and not fulfil the lusta of the
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flesh, who would not be found resisting God's Spirit. He

who is indeed turned to the redeeming arm, to Christ, the

power of God, and gathered into the power,-and dwelleth

in the Spirit and power of the Lord Jesus, and is tanght

and led by him from path to path, and from pasture to pas

ture, as the Lamb, the Shepherd, goes before and guides

him,—he is preserved from grieving the Holy Spirit, which

moves and draws, instructs and quickens, all that are born

of God. But he that is only in the letter, and in the form

of godliness, out of the inward life and power, he is of that

birth, mind, nature, and spirit, which cannot but resist

God's Spirit. He knoweth not, he heedeth not, His draw

ings, His movings; His light, His life,—the way thereof,—

either in his own heart, or in the hearts of others; and so

walks in a way of rebelling against, and resisting Him,

who is the only Saviour and Redeemer of the soul. See

Job xxix. 3, 4. and xxiv. 13. Oh that thou mightst learn

to wait aright to learn these things ! and com? into the

true sense and discerning of the Spirit and power of the

Lord, that thou mightst not any more resist it, neither in

thyself, nor in others.

The Lord open thy heart, and lay thy spirit low before

him; that thou mayst come into a right sense and jndg

ment, concerning the state of thine own soul; and mayst

experience the Lord manifesting things to thee, as indeed

they are.

I. P.

loth of Fifth Month, 1071.

POSTSCRIPT.

0 FRIEND!

"Wait to receive an understanding from the Lord, that

thou mayst come truly to know, whether thou hast resisted

God's Spirit, or no; that thou lose not the advantage of

making peace with thy adversary, while thou art in the

way with him.

I would not have thee deceived about that virtue, life and

power, which redeems the soul. For there is no other Re
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ileemor, besides the Lord Jesus Christ, and he redeems by

the graee of his Spirit, and by faith in his blood, which

cleanseth from sin; which blood is sprinkled on the con

sciences of those that believe,—and that not in the dark

ness, but in the light; as is said in 1 John i. 7. "If we

walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship

one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son,

cleanseth us from all sin." Under the law, the blood of bulls

and goats was sprinkled outwardly, on the outward thing.-.

which sanctified to the purifying of the outward things;

but under the gospel, the blood of the Lamb is sprinkled

inwardly, upon inward and heavenly things. See Heb. ix.

13, 14. and 22, 23. and chap. x. 22. and xii. 24. Oh that

thou didst truly and understandingly know the difference.

between thy own applying Thirst's blood to thyself, and the

Lamb'x sprinkling it upon thce, and washing thy send therein !

Rev. i. 5. and also between thy own believing, according to

thy own apprehension of things, and his ffh'ing thee to beliere

in the light of his Spirit! and between thy own praying in

thy own spirit, and Iris yidng thee to pray in his Spirit !

Ah! the Truth of our God is precious! the knowledge

of his Christ, precious ! It is a precious thing, to have the

Son revealed by the Father to the renewed mind. God

himself is the teacher, in the new covenant, of all the true

disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ; and oh how do the teach

ings of his Spirit differ, from all the knowledge and learn

ing men can attain unto of themselves ! The Lord give thee

the true understanding; and to know what it is to begin

thy religion in his Spirit; and batter down and bring to

nought the understanding in thee which is not true; that

thou mayst not find thy soul deeply deceived at last, as to

the true knowledge of Christ and mysteries of God's king

dom,—and so perish for ever !

This, in very dear, true, and tender love, from him, who

most sincerely and heartily wisheth well to thee.

LP.

17th of Fifth Month, 1G71.
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